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Act 79 of 2018

In October 2018, Governor Wolf signed Act 79 into law which made significant 

changes to the Protection From Abuse (PFA) Order requirements. The Act created 

new procedures regarding the relinquishment of firearms, ammunition, and other 

weapons by the defendant named in a PFA Order. Prior to this Act, firearms could be 

relinquished to a family member, friend, or county Sheriff’s Office and defendants were 

allowed at least 30 days to comply with the relinquishment order. Effective April 10, 

2019, Act 79 provides the following changes:
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• Firearms can no longer be given to friends or family for safekeeping;

• Firearms, ammunition, and other weapons can be relinquished to ANY law 

enforcement agency, Sheriff’s Office, Federal Firearms Licensed dealers or a 

licensed commercial armory, and certain 3rd parties;

• Firearms, ammunition, and other weapons must be relinquished within 24 hours of 

the issuance of a Final Protection Order or the service of a Temporary Protection 

Order, unless special circumstances exist.

Changes:
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• The Protection From Abuse Database (PFAD) is a web-based application that has 

been modified from it’s current use to encompass the new requirements of Act 79.  

Users include; Prothonotary/courts, state/municipal law enforcement, Sheriffs, 

Federal Firearms License holders and others.

• The new modifications incorporate the entire process from the creation of the PFA 

through its service by law enforcement, and finally the relinquishment and return of 

the firearms.    

• PFAD will also send automatic messages using the Commonwealth Law 

Enforcement Assistance Network (CLEAN) to agencies notifying them of PFAs as 

they relate to firearms relinquishment.  

Protection From Abuse Database (PFAD) 
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• PFAD will use the Commonwealth Law Enforcement Assistance Network (CLEAN) 

to send the following messages to the involved agencies:

• A message advising that a PFA has been entered that requires a defendant to 

relinquish firearms in your area of responsibility within a specified time frame.

• A message advising if no agency has made a PFAD entry (stating the required 

firearms were relinquished after the allotted time expires) and that an 

investigation by the agency having jurisdiction should begin.

• A message stating a PFA with relinquished firearms has been 

dismissed/expired and the weapons can be returned.

Protection From Abuse Database (PFAD) 
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WEAPON RELINQUISHMENT ORDERED  COMPLIANCE REQUIRED BY BELOW DATE

DEFENDANT: Joe Smith

PLAINTIFF: Joann Smith

Protection From Abuse Order #xxxxxx has been entered into the Protection From Abuse Database (PFAD).

This order requires the Defendant Joe Smith to relinquish firearms, ammunition and/or other weapons to the sheriff, the 
appropriate law enforcement agency or authorized third party for safekeeping by April 21, 2020.

Any entity receiving the weapons from the Defendant should immediately enter them into PFAD using the Relinquish of 
Firearms Receipt (SP 4-411).

Assistance on how to access and use the Relinquish of Firearms Receipt (SP 4-411) form through PFAD can be found by 
going to: https://www.pfad.pa.gov/System/UserManual

When a PFA is filed with your agency’s ORI listed on the order, 

you will receive the below message.



INVESTIGATION REQUIRED: FAILURE TO RELIQUISH FIREARM/WEAPONS

DEFENDANT: Joe Smith

PLAINTIFF: Joan Smith

Protection From Abuse Order #xxxxx was entered into the Protection From Abuse Database (PFAD).  This order required the Defendant Joe Smith 
to relinquish firearms, ammunition and/or other weapons to the sheriff, appropriate law enforcement agency, or authorized third party for 
safekeeping by September 11, 2019.

An investigation shall be initiated by the appropriate law enforcement agency having primary jurisdiction for a possible violation of Title 18 of the 
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes Section 6105, Persons not to possess, use, manufacture, control, sell or transfer firearms.

In accordance with Act 79 of 2018, the Plaintiff and Court shall also be notified by the appropriate law enforcement agency having primary 
jurisdiction that the Defendant failed to relinquish his/her firearms as required.

Assistance on how to update PFAD for Act 79 can be found by going to: https://www.pfad.pa.gov/System/UserManual

Your agency will continue to receive this message every 24 hours until the proper action is taken in PFAD.

When no PFAD entry is made stating the Defendant relinquished their weapons in the 

time allotted, the below message is sent to all agencies listed on the order. These 

messages repeat everyday until the weapons are relinquished and PFAD is updated. 

The agency having jurisdiction where 

the Defendant resides must investigate 

why the weapons have not been 

relinquished.



This message will be sent once every 24 hours until a relinquishment occurs; 

but, if your agency is investigating why no PFAD entry has been made (stating 

the weapons have been relinquished), there is a way to disable this message.
INVESTIGATION REQUIRED: FAILURE TO RELIQUISH FIREARM/WEAPONS

DEFENDANT: Joe Smith

PLAINTIFF: Joan Smith

Protection From Abuse Order #xxxxx was entered into the Protection From Abuse Database (PFAD).  This order required the Defendant Joe Smith 
to relinquish firearms, ammunition and/or other weapons to the sheriff, appropriate law enforcement agency, or authorized third party for 
safekeeping by September 11, 2019.

An investigation shall be initiated by the appropriate law enforcement agency having primary jurisdiction for a possible violation of Title 18 of the 
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes Section 6105, Persons not to possess, use, manufacture, control, sell or transfer firearms.

In accordance with Act 79 of 2018, the Plaintiff and Court shall also be notified by the appropriate law enforcement agency having primary 
jurisdiction that the Defendant failed to relinquish his/her firearms as required.

Assistance on how to update PFAD for Act 79 can be found by going to: https://www.pfad.pa.gov/System/UserManual

Your agency will continue to receive this message every 24 hours until the proper action is taken in PFAD.
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After logging into PFAD 

and searching for and 

selecting the case, the 

user will see on the left 

side of the Case Screen 

an option to disable the 

CLEAN notifications.

The accompanying 

message warns the user 

about the circumstances 

surrounding the 

disabling of the 

notifications and a 

reason must be 

supplied.
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To see where any of 

the CLEAN messages 

relating to weapon 

relinquishment are 

being sent can be 

found by clicking on 

View CLEAN 

Messages Log.
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If you do not have a PFAD account, from the below website select Request Account

www.pfad.pa.gov
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User’s with established PFAD accounts click Login

www.pfad.pa.gov
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User Login

• User ID is the user ID that 

was assigned to you when 

you created an account

• Password is the password 

that you established when 

you created an account.
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Firearms, weapons, and ammunition that are relinquished to 

LE are to be entered into PFAD. When completed, PFAD can 

print a receipt that shall be given to the defendant.

The receipt being filed in PFAD shows the defendant 

relinquished the items and will stop any automated non-

compliance CLEAN messages that are being sent to the 

agencies listed on the PFA Order.
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To enter the relinquishments, the Officer or Designee must sign into their PFAD 

account. Click on the Cases drop down menu and click on Search Cases. 

Search Cases can also be found under Relinquishments. 
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A search can be made 

for the Plaintiff or the 

Defendant or by 

Docket #.

The County search 

defaults to the county 

of the agency, but can 

be set to Statewide for 

a broader search.
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The results will be displayed below the search fields. Click View Case on 

the desired case.

Keep in mind that a person can be a defendant of multiple PFA Orders. 

Select the case that the Defendant is there to relinquish items for. This 

can be determined by asking the Defendant the Plaintiff’s name, or 

looking for the Plaintiff’s name on any documentation that the Defendant 

brought with them. 
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Viewing the case will 

show the history of the 

PFA.

To enter the 

relinquished weapons, 

click Add Order.
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LE agencies must fill out the 

Relinquishment of Firearms 

Receipt.

COMMONWEALTH LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE NETWORK



COMMONWEALTH LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE NETWORKCOMMONWEALTH LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE NETWORK

The upper portion of the receipt is 

where agency information is entered.  

The middle portion of the form will 

populate from the information on the 

PFA Order.

IF the Defendant is only relinquishing 

some of the weapons listed on 

Attachment A of the PFA, the 

PENDING/PARTIAL selection must be 

selected.

This indicates on the receipt that the 

Defendant intends on turning in the 

rest of the relinquishments listed on 

the PFA at a later date.
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IF the defendant returns to the 

same agency to turn in the 

remainder, then the receipt 

can be updated with this 

selection changed to YES and 

the remaining weapons added.

IF the defendant arrives at a 

different agency to turn in the 

remainder of the 

relinquishment, then a new 

receipt is to be created with 

YES selected.
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The information relating to the 

PFA will be pre-populated.

The bottom of the form is 

where the relinquished 

firearms, ammunition, or other 

weapons will be entered. 
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Clicking on any of the 

Add Relinquished 

buttons will cause the 

form to expand to enter 

the applicable 

information.
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Fill out the fields for the 

firearm and select the 

condition of the 

firearm.

To add additional 

firearms, click Add 

Relinquished Firearm 

and the process is 

repeated.
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Relinquished ammunition and 

the other weapons are filled in 

as needed.

When the form has been 

completed, click Print so that 

the form can be signed by the 

accepting officer and the 

Defendant. 

After printing, click Save and 

Exit.
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If the Defendant claims that they 

do not have or own any firearms to 

relinquish, the No Firearms 

Relinquished checkbox can be 

selected. 

When this option is used clicking 

“YES” is still required for All 

Firearms Relinquished.

Click Print so the form can be signed by the receiving officer and the Defendant. 

Although no firearms were actually relinquished, the Defendant will need a signed receipt as 

proof they advised law enforcement that they have no firearms to relinquish. 

After printing click Save and Exit.
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The receipt lists all 

relinquishments received by 

the agency.

The accepting officer and the 

Defendant shall sign the 

receipt. 

A copy of the signed receipt is 

to be given to the Defendant 

with your agency keeping the 

original. 
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In the event the Defendant 

appears with relinquishments 

before the PFA was entered 

into PFAD, it is possible to 

create a relinquishment using 

No PFA on File Create New 

Relinquishment from the 

Relinquishments drop down 

menu*.

*Not all PFAD roles will have access to this menu.

COMMONWEALTH LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE NETWORK
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Users selecting the above options must 

follow all of the steps to complete the 

relinquishment form

Enter the Docket # provided by the 

Defendant so the relinquishment can be 

matched to the case when it is entered 

by the court

COMMONWEALTH LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE NETWORK
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Agencies shall create their own procedures for the storage of 

all relinquishments and related documents.

Relinquished firearms, 

ammunition, and other weapons 

are NOT to be entered as 

Confiscated or Recovered Guns 

in CLEAN/NCIC.
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Relinquishment reports can be found in the Reports section of the menu bar. This 

report makes it easy to see which PFAs your agency is receiving notifications for as 

well as which PFAs your agency may be responsible for.

You can select if you want to look at all relinquishments or just ones completed by your 

agency.
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The Relinquishment Report can be run for individual counties or statewide. 

The ORI can be selected for one agency or all agencies in the selected county.

The Date Range selection searches the last update made to the order. 

Therefore results can show orders older than the range requested, but the last 

change to the order was made within your selected date range.
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The results will be displayed showing:

• Total cases that require relinquishment

• The number of those total cases that have Weapons Relinquishment Receipts.

• The number of those total cases that have no Relinquishment Receipts that 

include the use of the “Disable Non-Compliance Notifications” checkbox.

• The number of those total cases with no action taken regards to the weapons.

Clicking on the number will display the records.
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The records are listed 

that include the 

agencies that receive 

notifications for each 

PFA that requires a 

weapon 

relinquishment. 

Clicking on the blue 

PFAD Number will 

open a new window for 

the actual case.

The agency responsible to ensure that the defendant relinquishes their weapons 

is the agency who has primary jurisdiction where the defendant lives.
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The Prothonotary or 

Agency responsible 

in the county to enter 

orders into the PFAD 

system are the ones 

who select which 

agencies are to be 

notified.  
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Clicking on the blue 

PFAD Number allows 

quick access to the 

case so you may 

gather more 

information as well as 

adding any further 

orders to the case.
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To see where any of 

the CLEAN messages 

relating to weapon 

relinquishment are 

being sent can be 

found by clicking on 

View CLEAN 

Messages Log.
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All information about 

what weapons were 

relinquished can be 

found in the Weapon(s) 

Detail report.
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Weapon(s) Detail 

Report shows all 

weapons that were 

relinquished regardless 

of how many receipts 

were entered.

The report includes who 

entered the weapons as 

well as when the Non-

Compliance messages 

were disabled.
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When Defendants choose relinquishment to a third party, the notarized affidavit 

must be reviewed and accepted by the county Sheriff’s Office.

The notarized affidavit is to be complete. Provide a copy to the Defendant, then 

enter the information into PFAD.

If the Defendant relinquishes their firearms, ammunition

and other weapons directly to a Sheriff’s Office, see the 

Relinquishments section.
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To enter the relinquishments, the Sheriff or Designee must log into their 

PFAD account. Click on the Cases drop down menu and click on Search 

Cases. 
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A search can be made 

for the Plaintiff or the 

Defendant.

The County search 

defaults to the county 

of the Sheriff’s Office, 

but can be set to 

Statewide for a 

broader search.
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The results will be displayed below the search fields. Click View Case.

Keep in mind that a person can be the Defendant of multiple PFA Orders. 

Select the case that the Defendant is there for relinquishment. This can be 

determined by asking the Defendant the Plaintiff’s name or looking for the 

Plaintiff’s name on any documentation that the Defendant brought with 

them. 
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Viewing the case will 

show the history of the 

PFA.

To complete the 

affidavit, click on the 

underlined title of the 

affidavit.
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The fields are required as they 

would be on the paper form.

The screens differ slightly 

between the Dealer Affidavit 

and the Third Party Affidavit, as 

they do with the paper copies.

When complete, click Save and 

Exit.
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DISMISSED PFA ORDER - DISPOSITION OF FIREARMS/WEAPONS 

DEFENDANT: Joe Smith

PLAINTIFF: Joan Smith

Protection From Abuse Order #xxxxxxx was entered into the Protection From Abuse Database (PFAD).  This order required the Defendant Joe Smith to 
relinquish firearms, ammunition and/or other weapons to the sheriff, appropriate law enforcement agency, or authorized third party for safekeeping.

On April 18, 2020, this order was either dismissed or has expired.

Any firearms, ammunition and/or other weapons relinquished may now be returned to the appropriate owner/requestor through the submission and 
processing of a Firearm Release Request (SP 4-410) through PFAD.

Release is subject to the recipient not having any prohibitors or firearms disabilities as determined by a PICS Background Check.

The above date is to be used to calculate the start of the abandonment process provided for in Title 23 of the Pennsylvania Consolidate Statutes Section 6128, 
Abandonment of firearms, weapons or ammunition.

Assistance on how to access and use the Firearm Release Request (SP 4-410) form through PFAD can be found by going to: 
https://www.pfad.pa.gov/System/UserManual

Relinquished firearms, ammunition, and other weapons cannot be released until the PFA 

ordering their relinquishment expires or is dismissed. The below CLEAN message is sent to 

all agencies listed on the PFA Order when a PFA is dismissed or expires.
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When the PFA is no longer 

valid, the Defendant may 

have their relinquishments 

returned. But firearms are 

subject to a PICS check. 

This can be accomplished by 

faxing the applicable PICS 

form or using the PICS web-

based application. Both of 

these forms are located on 

the CJIS Launch Pad.

HINT: The web is much 

faster for PICS processing.

CJIS Launchpad > CJIS Documents > 

PFA-Protection From Abuse
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If the defendant is 

approved through PICS, 

then a “PICS Approval 

Number” will be 

generated.  The number 

is needed to complete 

the Firearm Release 

Request form.

Look up the case the 

same way as when the 

firearms were 

relinquished.



Once confirmed that the 

Defendant is eligible to 

have the firearms 

returned, click Add Order 

then Firearm Release 

Request.

This selection is only 

available once the PFA is 

in a state that allows 

release of any 

relinquished firearms.

COMMONWEALTH LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE NETWORK
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The form will be populated 

with information from the 

relinquishment. Select which 

relinquishments are being 

released by checking the 

Firearm/Ammunition/ 

Weapon Released? check 

boxes.
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Enter your agency 

information and answer 

each question. “No 

Selection” will not be 

accepted by the system.

The PICS Approval 

Number that was 

obtained at the start of 

this process is entered 

here.
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Receipt Provided –

The form, when printed, 

does not list the firearms that 

were released. 

As an agency you may 

choose to supply a receipt of 

firearms, ammunition, or 

other weapons released to 

the Defendant. 
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An attempt MUST be made 

to notify the Plaintiff by LE 

when the relinquishments 

are released. 

The comments section 

MUST be filled out if the 

Plaintiff was not notified 

documenting what attempts 

were used to reach the 

Plaintiff.
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Check that there are 

no errors on the form.

After the form is  

complete, click Print 

then Save and Exit.
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The form is to be signed and 

dated by the releasing 

Sheriff or deputy.

The Defendant signs and 

dates as the Requestor.

If the Defendant’s items 

were relinquished to a FFL 

Dealer or a Third Party, 

then the FFL Dealer or 

Third Party will need a 

copy of this signed form to 

release the relinquished 

items.
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Paper forms that are mentioned in this training are accessed in PFAD in the Help menu. 

Printable versions of all the forms needed for relinquishment of items and their release are also 

available online at:

Location of Forms

https://www.psp.pa.gov/law-enforcement-

services/Pages/Commonwealth-Law-Enforcement-

Assistance-Network.aspx

CJIS Launch Pad > CJIS Documents > PFA-

Protection From Abuse

&

https://www.psp.pa.gov/law-enforcement-services/Pages/Commonwealth-Law-Enforcement-Assistance-Network.aspx
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