Madison Weaver
400 Schoeneck Rd.
Ephrata, PA 17522
(717) 725-9775
Mgw5211@outlook.com

4/25/2026
Dear Pennsylvania Milk Marketing Board,
I am writing to express my concern about the current milk price in Pennsylvania. As a consumer, the price of groceries is one of the main factors in my decision-making process. Pennsylvania’s milk price has been a constant inhibitor for not only my milk consumption, but also other consumers as well. According to the USDA market reports, as of April 2026, Philadelphia, PA has the highest conventional whole milk price in the United States at $5.37/gallon. For context, that is 28 cents higher than Chicago, 98 cents higher than New York City, and $1.49 higher than Washington DC. It seems strange that a neighboring city such as New York City, can be off in price by over a dollar. I investigated this a little further, and this is a problem at other state border lines as well, as Maryland is $1.75 lower, and Ohio is $2.32 lower. For those consumers who live on the state border, it would be logical not to buy PA milk, due to the savings. 
Not only am I a consumer, but I am also a granddaughter of a dairy farmer. I would not be as reluctant to pay the higher price if I knew that revenue was going to the dairy farmer, however, I have learned that is not the case. According to the USDA Mailbox Milk Price Report, Eastern Pennsylvania (my hometown) has the lowest price at $20.99/cwt compared to its surrounding areas. How can I be paying the highest price for milk, and yet my local farmers are receiving the lowest net revenue. If I am forced to pay the highest price in the United States, I want to see this money go to the people I see working in the fields as I drive down the road. I want to see a system that supports my dairy farmers. I hope that you take my concern into consideration and find a solution that helps not only producers but consumers as well. 
Sincerely,

Madison Weaver
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