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Introduction 
 
ER Resource Documentation Guidance for Residential Historic Districts in Pennsylvania contains guidance 
and tools to assist in the research and documentation of residential districts in Pennsylvania. The 
Pennsylvania State Historic Preservation Office in Pennsylvania (PA SHPO) uses these guidelines to 
evaluate the integrity of these historic resources.  
 
Residential historic districts are defined by their historic residential use. While there often will be non-
residential resources within a residential historic district (churches, schools, parks etc.), the dominant 
resource type will be residences. If commercial buildings are the dominant resource type and the 
primary historic use of the area was commercial, please refer to the ER Resource Documentation 
Guidance for Commercial Historic Districts in Pennsylvania for guidance.   
 
Note: Resources that retain integrity may require additional research to assess National Register of 
Historic Places (National Register) eligibility. Additional research may include the preparation of a 
physical description, historical narrative, and National Register eligibility assessment. Additional 
documentation is usually prepared by a historic preservation consultant. 
 
The Table of Contents is linked to the many sections in the Guidance for easier navigation; simply put 
your mouse over the section in the Table of Contents chart, hold down the control button, and click with 
the mouse. Items of special note, like for particular types of sites, are called out in highlighted text boxes 
as a reminder. For online viewers, links throughout the report will direct you to the appropriate website.    
 
 
  
 
  



PA SHPO 
ER Resource Documentation Guidance for Residential Districts in Pennsylvania 

 

 

 

 
  

 
Page 4 of 24 

April 2025 

Information and Attachments Required for Submittal 
 
As part of ongoing efforts to facilitate initial documentation of residential historic districts, the PA SHPO 
requires the following information and related attachments be uploaded to PA-SHARE. These 
attachments can be combined into a single pdf for ease of viewing. 
 
Documentation should include: 
 

• Map showing the boundary of the historic district. The boundary of the district is generally 
indicated by changes in use. The base map should be current aerial or street mapping and 
should show street names. 

• Map with numbered photo points indicating the location photographs were taken from and the 
direction the camera was pointing. This is called a “photo key.” 

• Historic and current aerial mapping comparisons to demonstrate how the district has or has not 
changed over time. The aerials should be zoomed in or out to show for the best clarity, with any 
changes to the built environment and overall layout of the district labeled and dated. Captions 
should include the date of the aerials.  

o Historic and current aerials for Pennsylvania are found online at PennPilot. 

• Current, color photographs of streetscapes as well as significant individual resources within the 
district such as schools, stores, or community centers. Include any features unique to the setting 
(sidewalks, parks, playgrounds, monuments, public areas, etc.). The photos should be numbered 
and have descriptive captions with numbers included on the photo key.  

• Available historic maps.  

o Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps can be found online here.  

o Panoramic Maps can be found online at the Library of Congress.  

o Historic USGS maps can be found here.  

• Available historic images to illustrate how the district has or has not changed. Especially useful 
are aerial views, streetscapes, or images of significant individual resources.  

• A physical description of the historic district noting its location, setting, boundaries, and street 
layout. Discuss the types of resources present and make note of any significant individual 
properties. Also discuss changes to the district, such as demolition, modern construction, and 
alterations to historic properties. 

• A narrative that summarizes the history of the district from its initial development to the 
present. This narrative should discuss why the residential district was created (housing for 
workers in area industry, defense housing, public housing, streetcar suburb, Post World War II 
housing, etc.) and changes that have or have not been made since the initial development. 

• Character defining features checklist for residential districts. 

 

https://share.phmc.pa.gov/pashare/landing
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/View/index.html?appid=10af5f75f9f94f01866359ba398cb6a9
https://libraries.psu.edu/about/collections/sanborn-fire-insurance-maps
https://www.loc.gov/collections/panoramic-maps/about-this-collection/
https://ngmdb.usgs.gov/topoview/viewer/#4/39.98/-100.06
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Example Documentation and Attachments 
 
Map Showing the Historic District Boundary 
 

 
 
 
Resource # 2021RE01934: Bellevue Borough Historic District, boundary indicated in red. 
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Resource # 2024RE04952: West Huntingdon Historic District, boundary indicated in red. 
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Map with Photo Key  
 

 
Resource # 2024RE00552: McKees Rocks Bottoms Historic District. The photo points are 
indicated by numbers with arrows pointing the direction the camera was facing.  
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Resource # 2024RE04143: Maryknoll Plan Historic District. Keyed photo points are numbered 
with camera direction indicated by arrows.   
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Historic Aerial Comparisons 
 

 
Resource # 2024RE00685: Wyomissing Borough Historic District. The preparer included three 
historic aerial images with the district boundary indicated to demonstrate the historic 
development within the district and allow direct comparison between historic and current 
conditions. The above map is the first in the series and shows aerial imagery from 1940.  
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Resource # 2024RE00685: Wyomissing Borough Historic District. The preparer included three 
historic aerial images with the district boundary indicated to demonstrate the historic 
development within the district and allow direct comparison between historic and current 
conditions. The above map is the second in the series shows aerial imagery from 1958.  
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Resource # 2024RE00685: Wyomissing Borough Historic District. The preparer included three 
historic aerial images with the district boundary shown to demonstrate the historic development 
within the district and allow direct comparison between historic and current conditions. The 
above map is the third in the series shows aerial imagery from 1971.  
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Color Photographs of Streetscapes and Notable Buildings 
 

 
Resource # 2024RE04143: Maryknoll Plan Historic District. These streetscape photos help 
reviewers understand the integrity, design, and character defining elements of the district.  
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Resource # 2024RE00552: McKees Rocks Bottoms Historic District. Photographic documentation 
includes photos of important community resources, including churches and social halls like the 
two pictured above.  
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Resource # 2024RE00685: Wyomissing Borough Historic District. Photographic documentation 
includes individual photographs of significant residences, churches, and public buildings like the 
local library and borough hall pictured above.  
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Historic Mapping and Photographs 

 
Resource # 2024RE04143: Maryknoll Plan Historic District. Original plat maps for residential 
developments are extremely useful. These demonstrate the original arrangement of lots and 
roadways and also can help determine district boundaries.  
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Resource # 2024RE04143: Maryknoll Plan Historic District. This historic topographic map shows 
the extent of residential development in the area in 1951. Historic USGS Topo Maps can be 
especially useful to document development in more rural communities.  
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Resource # 2023RE07090: Ambler Borough Historic District. This type of map is called a bird’s-
eye view or panoramic map, and they were made for many communities during the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries.  
 

 
Resource # 2023RE08310: Schenley Farms Historic District. This 1923 Sanborn Fire Insurance 
Map shows an important intersection in the historic district. Insurance Maps provide detailed 
snapshots of communities and were produced from the late 19th through mid-20th centuries. 



PA SHPO 
ER Resource Documentation Guidance for Residential Districts in Pennsylvania 

 

 

 

 
  

 
Page 18 of 24 

April 2025 

 
Resource # 2011RE00588: Juniata Terrace Historic District. Historic photographs can help 
illustrate the retention or loss of integrity, especially when compared with current photographs 
retaken from the same vantage point.  
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Resource # 2024RE04143: Maryknoll Plan Historic District. Historic real estate advertisements 
like this one sometimes include historic images or illustrations of typical residences or 
streetscapes. 
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Physical Description 

 
 
Resource # 2024RE04143: Maryknoll Plan Historic District. While short, the description above 
includes important information about the historic district. It discusses the district’s location and 
setting, its layout, and the main types of historic resources it contains, including discussing their 
age and the main types of building forms and architectural styles represented.  
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Historical Narrative 
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Resource # 2024RE00685: Wyomissing Borough Historic District. Historical narratives should 
cover the history from the early development of a district through modern times.  
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Additional Resources 
 
Example Properties 
Examples of previously documented residential historic districts can be found in PA-SHARE. 
 

• Resource # 2021RE01934: Bellevue Borough Historic District. 
• Resource # 2024RE04952: West Huntingdon Historic District. 
• Resource # 2024RE00552: McKees Rocks Bottoms Historic District.  
• Resource # 2024RE04143: Maryknoll Plan Historic District.  
• Resource # 2024RE00685: Wyomissing Borough Historic District.  
• Resource # 2023RE07090: Ambler Borough Historic District.  
• Resource # 2023RE08310: Schenley Farms Historic District.  
• Resource # 2011RE00588: Juniata Terrace Historic District. 

 
Historic Contexts 
This document can be helpful to reference when preparing documentation for post World War II 
suburbs: 
 

• Research Guide for Developing a Context for Evaluating Post World War II Suburbs (Report # 
2010RP00255) 

 
A full list of all contexts can be found on the PA SHPO website with instructions on how to find each 
context in PA-SHARE.  
 
Historic Research Resources 

 
• Oral interviews with subdivision occupants 
• Plat maps for subdivisions can sometimes be found in County Courthouse records and can be 

useful for determining the boundary of the residential district. 
• Local historical societies and libraries often have collections of photos or postcards. 
• Newspapers.com and Pennsylvania Newspaper Archive can be used to find historic 

advertisements and articles. 
 
  

https://share.phmc.pa.gov/pashare/landing
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/phmc/historic-preservation/national-register-of-historic-places/contexts-by-topic.html#sortCriteria=%40copapwptitle%20ascending%2C%40title%20ascending
https://share.phmc.pa.gov/pashare/landing
https://www.newspapers.com/
https://panewsarchive.psu.edu/
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Character Defining Features Checklist for Residential Historic 
Districts 

Check all features that remain that are 50 years in age or older. Character defining features will vary 
depending on the age and type of residential development, and not all features are required for a 
residential historic district to retain integrity. 

Include this completed checklist in your PA-SHARE submission. 

Majority of historic resources are residences (single-family homes and/or multi-unit) 

Presence of neighborhood parks, schools, churches, cemeteries, community centers, and/or 
other community buildings 

Buildings typically no more than 1-3 stories high (with the exception of larger apartment 
buildings) 

Uniform street setbacks  

Sidewalks  

Trees or other plantings along streets 

Presence of front/backyards, garages/carports, sheds, and other ancillary domestic structures 
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