








Sundays from Sept. 14 - Dec. 7 that fall within established
opening and closing dates of a season are now open to hunting.

HUNTERS ARE
LIMITED TO
1 BEAR PER
LICENSE YEAR.

ARCHERY

STATEWIDE
Oct. 18-Oct. 25

|  sunday10/19 |

WMUS 2B, 5C & 5D
Sept. 20-Nov. 28

| sundays9/21-11/23 |

WMU 5B
Oct. 4-Nov. 21

| Sundays 10/5-11/16 |

MUZZLELOADER

STATEWIDE
Oct. 23-25

SPECIAL FIREARMS

STATEWIDE
Oct. 23-25
Licensed seniors, Junior license holders,
mentored permit holders, qualified active-
duty military personnel, and persons with a
permit to use a vehicle as a blind. Arms and
ammunition permitted during the regular

I BEEAR B

REGULAR FIREARMS

STATEWIDE
Nov. 22-25

| Sunday11/23 |

EXTENDED SEASON
WMUS 2B, 5B, 5C & 5D

Nov. 29-Dec. 13
| sundays 11/30 and 12/7 |

WMUS 3A, 3B, 3C, 3D, 4C, 4E & 5A

Nov. 29-Dec. 6

firearms bear season can be used. |

ARMS & AMMUNITION

1) Manually operated centerfire rifles, handguns and shotguns with
all-lead bullet or ball, or a bullet designed to expand on impact
(buckshot is illegal); 2) semiautomatic centerfire shotguns that pro-
pel single-projectile ammunition; 3) muzzleloading long guns of any
type, .44 caliber or larger, or a muzzleloading handgun .50 caliber
or larger, or an encapsulated propellant charge that loads from the
breech, with the bullet loaded from the muzzle; and 4) long, recurve
or compound bows (draw weights at least 35 pounds), or crossbows
with weight minimum of 125 pounds. A broadhead is a fixed or
mechanical tip affixed to the fore end of an arrow or bolt having
sharpened cutting edges consisting of metal or naturally occurring
stone. The broadhead must have an outside diameter or width of
at least 7/8 of an inch, and the length may not exceed 3.25 inches.

TAGGING & REPORTING

A successful bear hunter must complete all information on the tag
and attach it to the bear’s ear immediately after harvest, and before
the carcass is moved. In addition, within 24 hours, each hunter who
harvests a bear must have it checked by the Game Commission. Bear
check stations, which are listed on the next page, are open on the first
two days of the regular firearms bear season, and on select days of
the early and extended seasons. Hunters harvesting bears during the
statewide archery, muzzleloader or special firearms bear seasons,
any early season in WMUs 2B, 5B, 5C & 5D, or on any date check
stations aren’t open should contact the Centralized Dispatch Center
at 1-833-PGC-HUNT or 1-833-PGC-WILD for instructions to have their
bears checked. Bears should be field-dressed before being brought
to a check station, as Game Commission personnel do not need to
examine reproductive tracts. It’s also acceptable to bring only the
tagged head and hide to the check station. Hunters should bring their
hunting license and bear license. Once you have used your tag, it is
unlawful to possess it in the field. If you purchase a bear license online,
you cannot hunt for bear until the physical license, with a harvest tag,
is delivered to you.

BEAR FEEDING BAN

It is unlawful to “intentionally lay or place food, fruit, hay, grain, chemicals, salt or other minerals that may cause bears to
congregate or habituate in an area.” In addition, if nuisance bears are being attracted to an area by any other wildlife feeding,

Sunday11/30 |

LICENSES

A general hunting license or mentored permit is required
to hunt in any season. Bear hunters ages 7 and older
must have a bear license in addition to a general license
or mentored permit. A bear license allows hunters to
participate in the bear archery and bear muzzleloader
seasons without needing an archery or muzzleloader
license for these two particular seasons. Bear licenses
are available to purchase from the time general hunting
licenses go on sale through the Dec. 13 close of the last

extended seasons.

Bear hunters during firearms seasons, including the muz-
zleloader season, must wear at least 250 square inches of
fluorescent orange on the head, chest and back combined,
visible from 360 degrees. Camouflage fluorescent orange
will satisfy this regulation if the total orange content is at
least 250 square inches. No fluorescent orange is required
for hunting during the archery season.

RESTRICTIONS
It is unlawful to:

¢ Kill a bear in a den;

e Use a radio to locate a bear to which a radio
transmitter has been attached;

e Hunt on areas where artificial or natural bait, hay,
grain, fruit, nuts, salt, chemicals, minerals or other
foods — including residue — are used, or have been
used as an enticement to lure wildlife within the past
30 days;

e Use scents or lures;

¢ Hunt bears in a party of more than 25 persons.

game wardens can issue written notice to temporarily halt the activity.
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HOW TO CHECK YOUR BEAR

¢ Within 24 hours, each hunter who harvests a bear must have it
checked by the Game Commission.

¢ Check station locations and hours are listed on pages 40-42.

e When check stations are not open or you are unable to take the
bear to a check station within 24 hours, contact the Centralized
Dispatch Center for instructions.

PREPPING FOR YOUR BEAR CHECK

At the time of a harvest, successful bear hunters should place a
3- to 4-inch stick into the bear’s mouth, before rigor mortis or
freezing temperatures set in, making it extremely difficult to open
the mouth to remove a tooth for aging when the bear is checked.
Hunters should have with them at the check station their hunting
license and bear license. Hunters should know the date, time and
approximate location of harvest.

REGULAR FIREARMS SEASON CHECK STATIONS Saturday, Nov. 22 and Sunday, Nov. 23, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

ll BEAR CHECK STATIONS I

CENTRALIZED DISPATCH CENTER

1-833-PGC-HUNT
(1-833-742-4868)

1-833-PGC-WILD
(1-833-742-9453)

Northwest Region

Clarion County — Farmington Township Volunteer Fire Company,
6785 State Route 36, Leeper—41.3706077 N, 79.3049949 W

Jefferson County — Friendship Hose Company #1, Interstate 80,
Exit 97, Rt. 830 W (Slab Run Road/First Street), right on 1st
Street in Falls Creek, then 600 feet on right—41.1458166 N,
78.7985611 W

Venango County — Northwest Region Office, 1509 Pittsburgh
Road, Franklin—41.36734 N, 79.859747 W

Warren County — Tidioute Borough Fire Hall, 228 Main Street,
Tidioute—41.68278 N, 79.40444 W

Southwest Region

Indiana County — Homer City Fire Department, 25 West Church
Street in Homer City—40.54189 N, 79.16193 W

Somerset County — New Centerville Rural Fire Dept., on Rt. 281
in New Centerville—39.9420 N, 79.1950 W

Westmoreland County — Southwest Region Office, 4820 Rt. 711
in Bolivar—40.3140 N, 79.1480 W

Northcentral Region

Centre County — DCNR Penn Nursery, 137 Penn Nursery Road,
Spring Mills—40.7778230 N, 77.6137813 W

Clearfield County — PGC Maintenance Building, 4728 Quehanna
Highway, Karthaus—41.1901 N, 78.14594 W

Clinton County — Chapman Twp. Fire Hall, 4 miles south of
Renovo on Rt. 120 in North Bend—41.34861 N, 77.70038 W

Lycoming County — Northcentral Region Office, 1566 S. Rt. 44
Hwy., Jersey Shore—41.1911 N, 77.2315 W

Lycoming County — Hepburn Township Fire Company, 615 PA-
973, Cogan Station—-41.29991 N,-77.05607 W

McKean County — PGC Maintenance Building, 1982 Lindholm
Rd., Mt. Jewett —41.755254 N, 78.571859 W

Potter County — Coudersport Fire Hall on U.S. Rt. 6, west of
town—41.76788 N, 78.02842 W

Tioga County — Wellsboro Fire Company Social Building, U.S. Rt.
6 in center of town—41.7495961 N, 77.2967266 W
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Southcentral Region

Fulton County — Buchanan State Forest Building,
0.1 mile north of Rt. 30 on Rt. 915, 4.5 miles east of
Breezewood—40.019519 N, 78.159104 W

Huntingdon County — SGL 322 Building, 8877 Petersburg
Pike, Petersburg, 3 miles west from Cold Spring Road
in Huntingdon—40.5505 N, 78.0065 W

Northeast Region

Bradford County — Wysox Volunteer Fire Company, 111
Lake Rd., Wysox—41.77673 N, 76.40042 W

Carbon County — SGL 141 Maintenance Building, 526
Behrens Road, Jim Thorpe—40.9411 N, 75.6722 W

Lackawanna County — Fleetville Fire Company, 58
Firehouse Lane, Fleetville. Interstate 81, Exit 202, Rt.
107 west to Fleetville, left onto Rt. 407, entrance to
firehouse on right (look for sign, as building is not
visible from road)—41.59608 N, 75.71673 W

Luzerne County — Northeast Region Office, 3917
Memorial Highway, Dallas—41.342975 N, 75.991387 W

Monroe County — SGL 127 Building, 1305 Prospect
Street, Tobyhanna—41.168317 N, 75.439614 W

Pike County — SGL 180 Shohola Building, Rt. 6 at Shohola
Falls, 13 miles south of Hawley—41.3862 N, 74.9758 W

Southeast Region

Berks County — Southeast Region Office, 253 Snyder
Road, 7 miles north of Reading—40.440840 N,
75.911236 W

Dauphin County — Game Commission Headquarters,
2001 Elmerton Avenue, Harrisburg—40.2934 N,
76.8553 W
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EARLY SEASON CHECK STATIONS

I BEAR CHECK STATIONS B

Northwest Region
Jefferson County — SGL 244 Habitat management building, 103
McPherson Lane, Brookville- 41.11181 N, 78.96329 W
Thursday through Saturday, 10/23-10/25, 11 a.m.-7 p.m.
Venango County — Northwest Region Office, 1509 Pittsburgh
Road, Franklin—41.36734 N, 79.859747 W
Saturdays, 10/18, 10/25, 11 a.m.-7 p.m.
Monday through Friday, 10/20-10/24, 11 a.m.-7 p.m.
Warren County — SGL 143 Building, 375 Moore Lane, Pittsfield-
41.823172 N, 079.435473 W
Thursday through Saturday, 10/23-10/25, 11 a.m.-7 p.m.

Southwest Region

No check station hours during early seasons.
Call the Centralized Dispatch Center for bear check instructions.

Northcentral Region

Clearfield County — PGC Maintenance Building, 4728 Quehanna
Highway, Karthaus- 41.1901 N, 78.14594 W
Saturdays, 10/18, 10/25, 11 a.m.-7 p.m.
Sunday, 10/26, 8 a.m.-noon
Thursday and Friday, 10/23, 10/24, 11 a.m.-7 p.m.
Lycoming County — Northcentral Region Office, 1566 S. Rt. 44
Hwy., Jersey Shore- 41.1911 N, 77.2315 W
Saturdays, 10/18, 10/25, 11 a.m.-7 p.m.
Sunday, 10/26, 8 a.m.-noon
Monday through Friday, 10/20-10/24, 11 a.m.-7 p.m.
Tioga County — SGL 208 Headquarters Building, 1749 Rt. 349,
Gaines-41.8007 N, 77.5721 W
Saturdays, 10/18, 10/25, 11 a.m.-7 p.m.
Sunday, 10/26, 8 a.m.-noon

Thursday and Friday, 10/23, 10/24, 11 a.m.-7 p.m.

Southcentral Region

No check station hours during early archery season.
Call the Centralized Dispatch Center for an appointment.

Fulton County — Buchanan State Forest Building, 0.1 mile north
of Rt. 30 on Rt. 915, 4.5 miles east of Breezewood—40.019519
N, 78.159104 W
Saturday, 10/25, Noon-7 p.m.

Southcentral Region (continued)

Huntingdon County — SGL 322 Building, 8877 Petersburg
Pike, Petersburg, 3 miles west from Cold Spring Road in
Huntingdon—40.5505 N, 78.0065 W
Saturday, 10/25, Noon-7 p.m.

Northeast Region

All check stations in the Northeast Region will be open:
Saturdays, 10/18, 10/25, 11 a.m.-7 p.m.
Sunday, 10/26, 8 a.m.-noon
Thursday and Friday, 10/23, 10/24, 11 a.m.-7 p.m.

Bradford County — Wysox Volunteer Fire Company, 111 Lake
Rd., Wysox—41.77673 N, 76.40042 W

Carbon County — SGL 141 Maintenance Building, 526 Behrens

Road, Jim Thorpe—40.9411 N, 75.6722 W

Lackawanna County - Fleetville Fire Company, 58 Firehouse
Lane, Fleetville. Interstate 81, Exit 202, Rt. 107 west to
Fleetville, left onto Rt. 407, entrance to firehouse on right
(look for sign, as building is not visible from road)—41.59608
N, 75.71673 W

Luzerne County — Northeast Region Office, 3917 Memorial
Highway, Dallas—41.342975 N, 75.991387 W

Monroe County — SGL 127 Building, 1305 Prospect Street,
Tobyhanna—41.168317 N, 75.439614 W

Pike County — SGL 180 Shohola Building, Rt. 6 at Shohola Falls,
13 miles south of Hawley—41.3862 N, 74.9758 W

Southeast Region

No check station hours during early archery season.
Call the Centralized Dispatch Center for an appointment.

Berks County — Southeast Region Office, 253 Snyder Road, 7
miles north of Reading—40.440840 N, 75.911236 W
Thursday, 10/23 and Friday, 10/24, 8 a.m -4 p.m.
Saturday, 10/25, 10 a.m.-7 p.m.

Dauphin County — Game Commission Headquarters, 2001
Elmerton Avenue, Harrisburg—40.2934 N, 76.8553 W
Thursday, 10/23 and Friday, 10/24, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Saturday, 10/25, 10 a.m -7 p.m.

Each year, deer, bear and elk that
are among the largest ever to be
harvested in Pennsylvania are added
to the Pennsylvania Big Game Records
book. Now those hunters and trophy
owners who have a listing in the record
book also may purchase an Exclusive
Member Big Game Records patch.

Patches are $9.43, plus $2.95
shipping, plus sales tax. Funds from
the sale of these patches are used to

sales tax.

Headquarters.

PENNSYLVANIA’S BIG GAME SCORING PROGRAM

support the state’s Big Game Scoring
Program. To order, call 1-888-888-3459
or visit www.HuntFish.PA.gov.

The 2025 records book becomes
available in October, and costs $10,
plus $2.95 shipping, plus 6 percent

To enter a big game animal, or
for more information, call the
Game Commission Harrisburg
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ll BEAR CHECK STATIONS IS

EXTENDED FIREARMS SEASON CHECK STATIONS

Northcentral Region

Lycoming County — Northcentral Region Office, 1566 S. Rt. 44
Hwy., Jersey Shore-41.1911 N, 77.2315 W
Saturday 11/29 & Sunday 11/30, Noon-7 p.m.
Monday through Friday 12/1-12/5, Noon-7 p.m.
Saturday, 12/6, Noon-7 p.m.

Tioga County — SGL 208 Headquarters Building, 1749 Rt. 349,
Gaines—41.8007 N, 77.5721 W
Saturday 11/29 & Sunday 11/30, Noon-7 p.m.
Saturday 12/6, Noon-7 p.m.

Southwest and Southcentral Regions

No check station hours during extended firearms season.
Call the Centralized Dispatch Center for an appointment

Northeast Region

Bradford County — Wysox Volunteer Fire Company, 111 Lake Rd,
Wysox—41.77673 N, 76.40042 W
Saturday 11/29 & Sunday 11/30, Noon-7 p.m.
Saturday, 12/6, Noon-7 p.m.

Carbon County —SGL 141 Maintenance Building, 526 Behrens
Road, Jim Thorpe—40.9411 N, 75.6722 W
Saturday 11/29 & Sunday 11/30, Noon-7 p.m.
Saturday, 12/6, Noon-7 p.m.

Lackawanna County — Fleetville Fire Company, 58 Firehouse
Lane, Fleetville. Interstate 81, Exit 202, Rt. 107 west to
Fleetville, left onto Rt. 407, entrance to firehouse on right
(look for sign, as building is not visible from road)—41.59608
N, 75.71673 W
Saturday through Saturday 11/29-12/6, Noon-7 p.m.

JUNIOR HUNTS Beginning Sept. 13 IIING

Northeast Region (continued)

Luzerne County — Northeast Region Office, 3917 Memorial
Highway, Dallas—41.342975 N, 75.991387 W
Saturday 11/29 & Sunday 11/30, Noon-7 p.m.
Monday through Friday 12/1-12/5, 8 a.m.-7 p.m.
Saturday 12/6, Noon-7 p.m.

Monroe County — SGL 127 Building, 1305 Prospect Street,
Tobyhanna—41.168317 N, 75.439614 W
Saturday 11/29 & Sunday 11/30, Noon-7 p.m.
Saturday, 12/6, Noon-7 p.m.

Pike County — SGL 180 Shohola Building, Rt. 6 at Shohola Falls,
13 miles south of Hawley—41.3862 N, 74.9758 W
Saturday 11/29 & Sunday 11/30, Noon-7 p.m.
Saturday, 12/6, Noon-7 p.m.

Southeast Region

Berks County — Southeast Region Office, 253 Snyder Road, 7
miles north of Reading—40.440840 N, 75.911236 W
Saturday 11/29 & Sunday 11/30, Noon-7 p.m.

Monday through Friday 12/1-12/5, 8 a.m -4 p.m.
Saturday 12/6, Noon-7 p.m.

Dauphin County — Game Commission Headquarters,
2001 Elmerton Avenue, Harrisburg—40.2934 N, 76.8553 W
Saturday 11/29 & Sunday 11/30, Noon-7 p.m.
Monday through Friday 12/1-12/5, 8 a.m -4 p.m.
Saturday 12/6, Noon-7 p.m.

SOME HUNTERS HAVE EARLY CHANCES TO PURSUE SQUIRRELS, RABBITS & PHEASANTS
Junior squirrel season: Sept. 13-27. [ Sundays9/14and 9/21 |
Junior rabbit season: Oct. 4-18. [sundays 10/5 and 10/12

Junior pheasant season: Oct. 11-18. |

Sunday 10/12 |

¢ Hunters must abide by the same bag limits and regulations as during the regular season.

JUNIOR SQUIRREL AND RABBIT SEASONS

¢ Junior hunters and mentored hunters under age 17 can par-
ticipate in the junior squirrel and rabbit seasons. Hunters must
be accompanied as required by law. A hunting license is not
required to hunt squirrels or rabbits if the participant has suc-
cessfully completed a Hunter-Trapper Education course.

JUNIOR PHEASANT SEASON

e Junior hunters and all mentored hunters can participate in
the junior pheasant season. Hunters must be accompanied as
required by law.

42

¢ To hunt pheasants, resident and nonresident junior hunting
license holders and mentored hunters need a pheasant hunt-
ing permit. Junior hunters and mentored hunters under age
17 must obtain a free pheasant hunting permit. Those 17 and
older must purchase a pheasant hunting permit. These permits
are available online or from any issuing agent, cost $26.97 and
must be signed and carried while hunting pheasants.

¢ Junior pheasant hunt stocking locations are listed online at
www.pa.gov/pgc, or can be obtained by contacting the Cen-
tralized Dispatch Center. Although pheasants may be hunted
statewide (except in WPRAs) during the Junior Pheasant Hunt,
birds will be stocked at specific locations. About 16,000 pheas-
ants are stocked statewide before the Junior Pheasant Hunt.

PENNSYLVANIA GAME COMMISSION



Sundays from Sept. 14 - Dec. 7 that fall within established

opening and closing dates of a season are now open to hunting. - S M A L L GA M E -

SQUIRREL PHEASANT RABBIT GROUSE BOBWHITE
6 daily, 18 possession 2 daily, 6 possession 4 daily, 12 possession 2 daily, 6 possession QUAIL
Combined Species JUNIOR HUNT JUNIOR HUNT STATEWIDE No Limit
JUNIOR HUNT Oct. 11-18 Oct. 4-18 Oct. 18-Nov. 28 STATEWIDE
Sept. 13-27 Sunday10/12 | | sundays 10/5 and 10/12 | Dec. 15-24 Sept. 1-Nov. 28
| Sundays 9/14 and 9/21 | | sundays 10/19-11/23 | Dec. 15-24
STATEWIDE STATEWIDE Dec. 26-March 31
STATEWIDE Oct. 25-Nov. 28 Oct. 18-Nov. 28 | Sundays 9/14 _ 11/23 |
Sept. 13-Nov. 28 Dec. 15-24 Dec. 15-24
Dec. 15-24 Dec. 26-Feb. 28 Dec. 26-Feb. 28 No open season for quail

Dec. 26-Feb. 28 | sunday10/26-11/23 |

| sundays 10/19-11/23 |

and no release of quail

Sundays 9/14 - 11/23 | A pheasant permit is required

in the Letterkenny Army

for most pheasant hunters. Depot Bobwhite Quail
Recovery Area
CROW WOODCHUCK SNOWSHOE HARE
No Limit No Limit 1 daily, 3 per season

STATEWIDE STATEWIDE STATEWIDE

Aug. 21-March 22 July 1-June 30 Dec. 26-Jan. 1
Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays, Except during regular
and Sundays only, firearms deer seasons

Sundays 8/24-3/22 |

| sundays9/14-11/23 |

ARMS & AMMUNITION

1) Manually operated and semiautomatic 10-gauge or less shot-
guns with a capacity of no more than 3 shells in the chamber and
magazine combined; 2) Manually operated and semi-automatic
rifles and manually operated handguns .22-caliber rimfire or less;
3) Air-guns for small game in calibers from .177 to .22, for wood-
chucks at least .22-caliber, that propel a single-projectile or bullet.
BB ammunition is prohibited. 4) Muzzleloading rifles and handguns
.40-caliber or less, and shotguns 10-gauge or less; and 5) Long,
recurve and compound bows and arrows, and crossbows. Single-
projectile ammunition, or fine shot pellets no larger than No. 4
lead, bismuth-tin, or tungsten-iron, or other approved non-toxic
shot or No. 2 steel. There is no restriction on magazine capacity
for semiautomatic rifles used to hunt small game.

Note: Rifle and handgun caliber restrictions (except air-guns) do
not apply when hunting woodchucks.

Small game and porcupine hunters must wear at least 250 square
inches of fluorescent orange at all times on the head, chest and
back combined. Woodchuck hunters must wear a solid fluorescent
orange cap on the head. Orange must be visible 360 degrees. No
orange is required for crow hunters.

PHEASANT PERMIT REQUIRED

All adult hunters and some senior hunters who pursue
pheasants in Pennsylvania are required to purchase a pheasant
permit in addition to a general hunting license or mentored
permit. Pheasant permits cost $26.97 and must be signed
and carried while hunting pheasants. Senior lifetime resident
hunting or senior lifetime resident combination license
holders who acquired their licenses prior to May 13, 2017
are exempt from needing a pheasant permit. Junior hunters
and mentored permit holders under 17 need a FREE permit.

2025-26 PA HUNTING & TRAPPING DIGEST

PHEASANT HUNTING

Pheasant hunting is open statewide during the Junior Hunt,
Oct. 11-18. Junior Hunt stocking locations are available at
www.pa.gov/pgc. Hunters statewide may hunt pheasants from
Oct. 25-Nov. 28 (Nov. 16 & Nov. 23 included), Dec. 15-24, and Dec.
26-Feb. 28. Male and female pheasants may be taken in all WMUs.

PHEASANT STOCKING
It is unlawful to discharge a firearm within 150 yards of a Game
Commission vehicle if its occupants are releasing pheasants.

WILD PHEASANT RECOVERY AREAS

There is no open season for the taking of pheasants in any Wild
Pheasant Recovery Area (WPRA), except the executive director
may authorize limited pheasant hunting opportunities. All other
small game species can be hunted in WPRAs when in season. Dog
training is now permitted in WPRAs. For WPRA boundaries, visit
www.pa.gov/pgc.

HUNTING PARTIES

It is unlawful to hunt small game in a party of more than six
persons. This does not apply to waterfowl or dove hunters when
hunting from a blind or other stationary positions.

TRANSPORTING SMALL GAME

Small game may be transported untagged by the owner. Small
game unaccompanied by the owner must be labeled with the
name, address, CID number and signature of the owner.

NO CLOSED SEASON, NO OPEN SEASON
English sparrows and European starlings may be taken in unlimited
numbers, but cannot be hunted during the regular firearms deer
season. There is no open season for pine martens or sharp-tailed
grouse.
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EFFORTS

FISCAL 2023-24
HIGHLIGHTS
‘ nnual | &z
CONSERVATION

Report

2023 DEER AGING

75+ TRAINED DEER AGERS
400 DEER PROCESSORS
VISITED DATA COLLECTED
FROM 24,000 DEER

Thanks to antler-point
restrictions, antlered deer aged
2.5 years or older accounted for
64% of the buck harvest.

35%

<1YEAR OLD 1.5 YEARS OLD 2.5 YEARS OLD
Il FEMALE [l MALE

CENTRALIZED DISPATCH CENTER

| m | N
HUNTER-TRAPPER f\é @ @ @

EDUCATION PROGRAMS 205,816 89,920 99.69% 3:36

HUNTER-TRAPPER TOTAL CALLS INCIDENTS ANSWER AVERAGE CALL
EDUCATION COURSE RECEIVED CREATED RATE HANDLE TIME
CERTIFIED STUDENTS: 20,557 -+

In-person: 14,444 PH EASANT ey . s 4=

Online: 6113 - Annual

PROPAGATION (L= Report

SUCCESSFUL BOWHUNTING PROGRAM P .9,
CERTIFIED STUDENTS: 381

In-person: 61 224,736

. TOTAL PHEASANTS STOCKED ON 233

Online: 320 PROPERTIES IN 62 COUNTIES

ARCHERY SAFETY 47,430

SCAN TO PREVIEW
THE FULL REPORT

CERTIFIED STUDENTS: 159 (Online Only) RELEASED FOR WINTER SEASON

SUCCESSFUL FURTAKING 215!857
HUNTER DAYS SPENT PURSUING
CERTIFIED STUDENTS: 24 (In-person Only) PHEASANTS (GAME TAKE SURVEY)
CABLE RESTRAINT 56,781 185322
ADULT PERMITS YOUTH PERMITS

CERTIFIED STUDENTS: 354

In-person: 102 348

Online: 252 YOUTH REGISTERED FOR 18

JUNIOR PHEASANT HUNTS
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LICENSE REQUIREMENTS

A general hunting license or mentored permit is required.

To hunt waterfowl, persons 16 and older are required to have
a federal duck stamp, and if the actual stamp is carried it must be
signed across the face. The Electronic Duck Stamp, or E-Stamp,
version of the Federal Duck Stamp has now been authorized for
use through the entirety of a waterfowl hunting season, and stamps
can be purchased through HuntFishPA.

In addition, all hunters must have a Pennsylvania Migratory
Game Bird License to hunt ducks, geese, doves, woodcock, brant,
coots, gallinules, rails and snipe. Mentored hunters can purchase
migratory game bird licenses and use them to hunt any migratory
game bird species authorized for mentored hunting. This license
may be obtained from any license issuing agent, or through www.
HuntFish.PA.gov.

To hunt light geese in the conservation season, hunters must
purchase a conservation season permit, also known as a snow
goose permit, and submit a mandatory report on their hunting
activity and harvest. For more information, visit www.pa.gov/pgc
or call 1-833-PGC-HUNT.

ARMS & AMMUNITION
e Manual and semiautomatic shotguns no larger than 10-gauge
with a capacity limited to no more than three shells in the
chamber and magazine combined;

e Long, recurve and compound bows and arrows; and crossbows.
Only non-toxic fine shot up to and including size T (.20 inches) is
lawful for waterfowl. It is unlawful to hunt waterfowl with lead shot.

HUNTING PARTIES

Waterfowl and dove hunters can hunt in a party of more than
six persons as long as they are hunting from a blind or stationary
position.

I WATERFOWL & MIGRATORY

RESTRICTIONS
No person shall take migratory game birds:

¢ With a shotgun capable of holding more than three shells, unless
it is plugged with a one-piece filler that is incapable of removal
without disassembling the gun.

* From a sink box (a low-floating device, having a depression af-
fording the hunter a means of concealment beneath the surface
of the water).

¢ From or with the aid or use of a car or other motor-driven land
conveyance, or any aircraft.

e From or by means of any motorboat or sailboat unless the mo-
tor has been completely shut off and/or the sail furled, and its
progress therefrom has ceased.

e By the use or aid of live decoys. By using records or tapes of
migratory bird calls or sounds, or electrically amplified imita-
tions of bird calls.

e By driving, rallying or chasing birds with any motorized convey-
ance or any sailboat to put them in range of hunters.

¢ By the aid of baiting (placing feed such as corn, wheat, salt or
other feed to constitute a lure or enticement), or on or over
any baited area. Hunters should be aware that a baited area is
considered to be baited for 30 days after the removal of the bait.

ELECTRONIC DEVICES

Electronic decoys can be used to hunt waterfowl, doves and crows.
“Ice-eaters,” which disturb water to melt and prevent ice forma-
tion so waterfowl! hunters can set out decoys now can be used.

Not required for waterfowl and dove hunters.
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LEGAL HUNTING HOURS MIGRATORY GAME BIRD HUNTING HOURS TABLE
Hunting hours for the entire dove season are
from one half hourl before sunrise until sunset. Dates Begin END Dates Begin END
Hunting hours during the September Canada AL P.M. AM. .M.
goose season, and the light-goose conservation July1-July5 5:08 8:32 Jan.4-10 6:53 4:49
season, are from one-half hour before sunrise until July6-12 5:12 8:30 Jan.11-17 6:52 4:56
one-half hour after sunset. However, hunting hours ju:V %g 1296 g;z gig jan. ;g - g‘l‘ gﬁg 55’(1’:‘13
uly 20 - : : an. 25 - : :
fDor all n’aterf?v"l ele f;sums.et O: YOUtbh \é\/aterfom July 27 - Aug. 2 5:30 813  Feb.1-7 6:39 5:20
ays. nours for all other migratory bird seasons Aug.3-9 5:37 8:05 Feb. 8- 14 6:32 5:28
are from one-half hour before sunrise until sunset. Aug. 10 - 16 5:44 7:55 Eeb. 15 - 21 6:23 5:37
Aug. 17 - 23 5:50 7:45 Feb. 22 - 28 6:14 5:45
Aug. 24 - 30 5:57 7:35 March1-7 6:04 5:53
Hunting hours begin and end 4 minutes Aug.31-Sept.6  6:03 7:24  March8-14* 6:53 7:00
Sept. 7-13 6:10 7:12 March 15 - 21 6:42 7:08
Sept. 14 - 20 6:17 7:00 March 22 - 28 6:31 7:15
t L] I (—— Sept. 21 - 27 6:23 6:49 March 29 - April 4 6:19 7:22
| = \'“1\ Sept. 28 - Oct. 4 6:30 6:38 | April5-11 6:08 7:29
. Oct.5-11 6:37 6:27 April 12 -18 5:57 7:36
| =] [ /‘* Oct. 12-18 6:45 6:16 April 19 - 25 5:47 7:43
- 2T = Oct. 19-25 6:52 6:06 April 26 - May 2 5:37 7:50
I~ % J_} Oct. 26 - Nov. 1 7:00 5:58 May3-9 5:28 7:57
N— L z &3 Nov. 2 - 8** 6:08 4:50 May 10 - 16 5:20 8:04
af} We, L Nov. 9 - 15 6:16 4:44 May 17 - 23 5:14 8:11
i - —— } Nov. 16 - 22 6:24 4:39 May 24 - 30 5:08 8:17
‘ = = A -5 Nov. 23 - 29 6:31 4:36 May 31 - June 6 5:04 8:23
-l i Nov. 30 - Dec. 6 6:38 4:35 June?7-13 5:02 8:27
+20 +16 +12 +8 +4 +0 Dec.7-13 6:44 4:35 June 14 - 20 5:02 8:31
Dec. 14 - 20 6:49 4:36 June 21 - 27 5:04 8:33
Dec. 21 - 27 6:51 4:39 June 28 - June 30 5:04 8:33
Dec. 28 -Jan. 3 6:53 4:43 Daylight Saving Time Begins* Ends**
Add the minutes from the Meridian Map to the begin/end times on this table.
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ll DUCKS, MERGANSERS & COOTS Il

LAKE ERIE ZONE
Nov. 3-Jan. 10

Seasons for Ducks, Sea Ducks, Coots and Mergansers run concurrently, but each of the state’s

four zones has its own opening and closing dates.| Waterfowl hunting is closed on Sundays. |

1 scaup daily, Nov. 3-Dec. 18;

2 scaup daily, Dec. 19-Jan. 10

1 scaup daily, Oct. 11-
Nov. 26; 2 scaup daily,

Nov. 27-28 and

Dec. 22-Jan. 10

NORTHWEST ZONE
Oct. 11-Nov. 28

NORTH ZONE
Oct. 11-25

Dec. 22-Jan. 10 Nov. 18-Jan. 10

SCAUP LIMITS

Hunters may take 2 scaup daily on 20

SOUTH ZONE
Oct. 11-18
Nov. 19-Jan. 19

hunting days and 1 scaup daily on 40
hunting days. Season dates vary by
zone and are shown on this map.

The daily bag limit of six ducks or sea ducks is combined for any species with an

open season, except for the following restrictions. Only 4 sea ducks may be taken
daily. Daily limit may not include more than:

DUCKS

6 daily, 18 in possession

SEA DUCKS

4 daily, 12 in possession

1 scaup daily, Oct. 11-25 and Nov. 18-Dec. 18;
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4 mallards e 3eiders
*No more than 2 hens *No more than 1 hen

1 scaup (2 scaup at times) e 3scoters

2 black ducks

3 wood ducks

2 redheads

2 canvasbacks

3 pintail

¢ 3 long-tailed ducks

Possession limits are triple the daily limits.
There is no open season for Harlequin Ducks

MERGANSERS

5 daily, 15 in possession

COOTS

15 daily, 45 in possession

Hooded mergansers
are now part of
overall merganser limit.

2 scaup daily, Dec. 19-Jan.10

1 scaup daily, Oct. 11-18 and Nov. 19-Dec. 26;

2 scaup daily, Dec. 27-Jan. 19

DUCK ZONE BOUNDARIES

Lake Erie Zone

Lake Erie, Presque Isle and the area
within 150 yards of the Lake Erie
shoreline.

Northwest Zone

The area bounded on the north by
the Lake Erie Zone and including all
of Erie and Crawford counties and
all of Mercer and Venango counties
north of 1-80.

North Zone

The area east of the Northwest Zone
and north of I-80 to Route 220, north
from 1-80 to 1-180, north and east of
1-180 from Route 220 to I-80, north of
1-80 from 1-180 to the Delaware River.

South Zone

All of state not in the Lake Erie, North-
west and North Zones.
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Canada Goose hunting is open statewide, but season lengths and bag limits vary by zone.
Seasons for Canada geese include white-fronted geese.

| Waterfowl hunting is closed on Sundays. |

* In western
Crawford County
& northwestern
Mercer County, the
season runs from
Sept. 1-13 with a
daily limit of 1

and possession
limit of 3.

RESIDENT
POPULATION ZONE

Sept. 1-25*
8 daily, 24 possession*
Oct. 25-Nov. 28**
Dec. 15-Jan. 17**

Jan. 30-Feb. 21**
5 daily, 15 possession™*

** In western
Crawford County
& northwestern
Mercer County,
the daily limit is
3 and possession
limit is 9.

Detailed maps of described areas available at www.pa.gov/pgc

EXCEPTIONS

September Season

1) In the area south of SR 198 from the Ohio state line to intersection of |-79, west
of I-79 to SR 358, north of SR 358 to the Ohio state line. The season is Sept. 1-13.
The daily bag limit is 1, possession limit 3; except on SGL 214 where the season is
closed to September goose hunting.

2) In the area of Lancaster and Lebanon counties north of the Pennsylvania Turnpike
I-76, east of SR 501 to SR 419, south of SR 419 to Lebanon-Berks county line, west
of Lebanon-Berks county line and the Lancaster-Berks county line to SR 1053 (also
known as Peartown Road and Greenville Road), west of SR 1053 to Pennsylvania
Turnpike 1-76, the daily bag limit is 1, possession limit 3; except on SGL 46 (Middle
Creek Wildlife Management Area) where the season is closed.

Note: The above exception area restrictions do not apply to youth participation on the
September youth waterfow! day in the public hunting areas of SGL 214 and SGL 46.
The Controlled Hunting Areas within the Wildlife Management Areas of SGL 214 and
SGL 46 remain closed to September goose hunting. Hunting hours for all migratory
birds, including Canada geese, close at sunset on youth waterfow! days.

Regular Season

Areas in the public hunting sections of SGL 46 (Middle Creek WMA) in Lebanon and
Lancaster counties that are outside of the controlled goose hunting areas have a
daily limit of 1, and a possession limit of 3 during the regular Canada goose season.
Areas inside of the controlled goose hunting areas of SGL 46 (Middle Creek WMA)
have a season limit of one.

2025-26 PA HUNTING & TRAPPING DIGEST

ATLANTIC

I CANADA GEESE =

POPULATION ZONE

Sept. 1-25
8 daily, 24 possession

#& Nov. 25-28

Dec. 20-Jan. 19
1 daily, 3 possession

GOOSEZONEBOUNDARIES

Atlantic Population Zone

The area east of SR 97 from Maryland
State Line to the intersection of SR 194,
east of SR 194 to intersection of US Route
30, south of US Route 30 to SR 441, east
of SR 441 to SR 743, east of SR 743 to
intersection of 1-81, east of 1-81 to in-
tersection of 1-80, south of 1-80 to New
Jersey state line.

Resident Population Zone

All of Pennsylvania except for the Atlantic
Population Zone.

Southern James Bay
Population Zone

This zone has been dissolved and its area
incorporated into the resident population
zone due to a shift in migration patterns.
However, different bag limits, and in some
cases different seasons, continue to apply
in parts of Crawford and Mercer counties.
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LIGHT GEESE, BRANT & WEBLESS Il

LIGHT GEESE (Snow Geese & Ross’ Geese) | ClosedonSundays |

25 daily, no possession limit

RESIDENT ATLANTIC
POPULATION ZONE POPULATION ZONE CONSERVATION SEASON
REGULAR SEASON REGULAR SEASON During the conservation season, recorded
Oct. 21-Feb. 21 Oct. 1-Jan. 24 or amplified calls or sounds are permitted.

Hunters need a Conservation Season

CONSERVATION SEASON permit (also known as a Snow Goose

Feb. 23-April 24

CONSERVATION SEASON
Jan. 26-April 24

WEBLESS BIRDS & BRANT

permit; $1.97 transaction fee), a federal
duck stamp (E-Stamp), and a Pennsylvania
Migratory Game Bird License.

| Closed on Sundays |
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BRANT WOODCOCK
1 daily, 3 possession 3 daily, 9 possession
Federal duck stamp needed STATEWIDE
BOTH GOOSE ZONES Oct. 18-Nov. 28
Oct. 11-Nov. 14 Dec. 15-24

WILSON'’S SNIPE

Except for crows, 8 daily, 24 possession
migratory bird hunting STATEWIDE
is closed on Sundays. Oct. 18-Nov. 28
Dec. 15-24

LIFE JACKETS REQUIRED BY LAW
NOV. 1 TO APRIL 30

All boaters, including waterfowl hunters, must wear life
jackets on boats less than 16 feet in length, or on any canoe
or kayak during the cold-weather period from Nov. 1 through
April 30.

Recreational boating fatalities that occur in Pennsylvania from
November through April are primarily caused by the effects of
cold-water immersion.

When water temperatures are less than 70 degrees
Fahrenheit, cold-water shock is a major factor in boating
fatalities.

Victims who wear a life jacket when exposed to cold water
have potentially life-saving advantages, such as insulation from
the cold, buoyancy for victims who are unable to tread water
and reduced risk of aspiration of water.

In an effort to reduce the number of fatalities related to cold-
water immersion, the Fish & Boat Commission has amended
regulations to require life jackets to be worn on small and
unstable boats during the period most noted for cold-water
temperatures.

For other times of the year and on other types and sizes of
boats, all boaters are required to have properly fitted personal
flotation devices readily accessible. For more information on
boating laws and safety, visit www.fishandboat.com.

GALLINULES VIRGINIA &
3 daily, 9 possession SORA RAILS
STATEWIDE 3 daily, 9 possession

Bag limit singly or combined

STATEWIDE
Sept. 1-Nov. 20
Clapper and King Rail hunting
is closed statewide.

Sept. 1-Nov. 20

DOVES
15 daily, 45 possession

STATEWIDE
Sept. 1-Nov. 28
Dec. 20-Jan. 3

YOUTH,VETERANS&MILITARYDAYS

Licensed junior and mentored youth hunters, military
veterans and active military personnel can hunt ducks,
mergansers, brant, coots, gallinules and Canada geese during
selected days. Hunters 16 or older need a federal duck stamp
(E-Stamp) to participate. All hunters need a Pennsylvania
migratory game bird license. Regular season bag limits and
other restrictions apply. Check www.pa.gov/pgc for more
details.

Statewide
Youth only — Sept. 20

North Zone
Youth, veterans and active military — Nov. 1
Veterans and active military only —Jan. 17

Northwest Zone
Youth, veterans and active military — Sept. 27
Veterans and active military only —Jan. 17

Lake Erie Zone
Youth, veterans and active military — Oct. 25
Veterans and active military only —Jan. 17

South Zone
Youth, veterans and active military — Nov. 8
Veterans and active military only —Jan. 24
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A hunter’s dog attentively waits to recover harvested waterfowl along an icy shore at
Middle Creek Wildlife Management Area. Hunters can apply prior to the hunting season
to take part in the special hunts held in northwest and southeast Pennsylvania.

The Game Commission conducts several special hunts at the Pymatun-
ing Wildlife Management Area in Crawford County and the Middle Creek
Wildlife Management Area in Lebanon and Lancaster counties.

These consist of waterfowl, deer, and adult mentored hunts at Middle
Creek Wildlife Management Area, and goose, youth turkey, and deer hunts at
Pymatuning Wildlife Management Area. Permittees to hunt these areas are
selected only by drawings held prior to the hunting season. Individuals can
apply for a hunt at no cost but must hold an active license or permit, or have
one in their “cart” at the time of application. Applications may be submitted
online at HuntFish.PA.gov or at any Game Commission
region office or the agency’s Harrisburg headquarters.

For more information on these hunts and how to
apply, use the QR code to the right or visit the Game
Commission’s website, www.pa.gov/pgc.

Hunters are encouraged to frequently check the web-
site for the most up to date information regarding the
special hunt programs.

SWANS

Mute swans are non-native and not protected under state or federal law.
Hunters may harvest mute swans and they do not count as part of the daily
bag. Taking mute swans on private property requires landowner permis-
sion. Mute swans have an orange bill with a black fleshy knob on top at the
feather line. Mute swans do not feed in fields and are encountered only in
wetlands. Native tundra and trumpeter swans are protected. They have a
black bill and commonly are found in fields and wetlands. Sandhill cranes
are likely to be present in certain areas and are protected.

A — £

_—TET T

Mute Swan | Trumpeter Swan Tundra Swan
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B SPECIAL HUNTS, INTERACTIVE MAP

DRAWING FOR SPECIAL HUNTS

HUNTING IN PA
INTERACTIVE MAP

Collectively, state forest land and state game
lands offer more than 3.7 million acres open to
hunting in Pennsylvania. The interactive map from
the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources and the Pennsylvania Game
Commission helps hunters on their public land
outings. Visit www.hunting.pa.gov/bof/huntmap.

HUNTERS CAN USE THE MAP TO:

¢ View public lands open to hunting.

e Search hunting seasons and bag limits across
different parts of the state.

¢ Display hunting hours (starting and ending times)
across different parts of the state.

e Add personal GPS data to the map (GPS way-
points and tracklogs).

¢ View different types of wildlife habitat across
public forest lands, including mature oak forests,
meadows, food plots, openings, winter thermal
(coniferous) cover and young aspen forest.

¢ See where recent timber harvests have occurred
on public forest lands.

e Get Deer Management Assistance Program
(DMAP) information for state forest land.

¢ Add map layers associated with Chronic Wasting
Disease (CWD).

¢ |dentify bear check station locations and get
driving directions.

¢ Display and get information on the Elk Hunt
Zones.

e Add the locations of gated roads opened for
hunters on public forest lands and when those
gates will be opened.

¢ Analyze graphs and trends in antlerless/antlered
deer harvests, and antlerless license allocations
from 2004 to the present.

REPORT BANDED BIRDS
Hunters can report bird bands online at
www.reportband.gov. In addition to
band numbers, information requested
includes when, where and what spe-
cies of waterfowl were killed. The age
and sex of the bird and where it was
banded will be provided to the hunter
by email. Online reporting provides
better data quality and lowers costs.
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- F U RTAKI N G Sundays from Sept. 14 - Dec. 7 that fall within established
opening and closing dates of a season are now open to hunting.

HUNTING
COYOTE RACCOON FOX OPOSSUM, BOBCAT PORCUPINE
No Limit No Limit No Limit STRIPED SKUNK 1 perlicense year 3 daily, 10 per season
No closed season, Oct. 25-Feb. 21 Oct. 25-Feb. 21 & WEASEL with permit Oct. 11-Nov. 28
with certain with certain exceptions with certain exceptions No Limit Jan. 10-Feb. 4 Dec. 15-Dec. 24
exceptions during [ sundays 10/26-12/7 | | Sundays 10/26-2/15 | July 1-June 30 Dec. 26-Jan. 31
big-game seasons With certain exceptions WMUS 2A, 2B, Porcupines may not be
hunted at night.
Sundays 9/14 - 12/7 2C, 2D, 2E, 2, 2G,
| sundays5/14-12/7_| 3A,3B,3C,3D,4A, | sundays10/12-11/23 |
4B, 4C, 4D & 4E
TRAPPING A furtaker license is needed to trap all furbearers, including coyotes.
FOX & COYOTE MINK & MUSKRAT BOBCAT

No Limit
GENERAL
Oct. 25-Feb. 22

CABLE RESTRAINTS
Dec. 26-Feb. 22

RACCOON, OPOSSUM
STRIPED SKUNK
& WEASEL

No Limit

No Limit
Nov. 22-Jan. 11

BEAVER
Dec. 20-March 31

WMUS 1A & 1B
(Combined) 20 daily, 60 per season

WMUS 2A, 2B & 3C
(Combined) 20 daily, 40 per season

WMUS 2C, 2D, 2E, 2F, 3A, 3B, 3D, 5C & 5D

1 per license year with permit
Dec. 20-Jan. 11
WMUS 2A, 2B, 2C, 2D, 2E, 2F, 2G, 3A,
3B, 3C, 3D, 4A, 4B, 4C, 4D & 4E

FISHER
1 per license year with permit
Dec. 20-Jan. 11
WMUS 1B, 2C, 2D, 2E, 2F, 2G,
3A, 3B, 3C, 3D, 4A, 4B, 4C,4D & 4E

Oct. 25-Feb. 22

LICENSES AND PERMITS

Afurtaker license is required to trap furbearers, and is required to
hunt most of them. Coyotes can be hunted with a hunting license,
but within a big-game season, a hunter must have valid harvest
tags for big game that’s in season. If you’re out of big-game tags,
you’ll need a furtaker license to hunt coyotes. Porcupines may be
hunted with a hunting or furtaker license. In addition to a furtaker
license, permits are required for bobcat, fisher and otter.

FIREARMS WHILE TRAPPING

To dispatch trapped animals during deer season, trappers are
limited to semiautomatic or manually operated .22 caliber rimfire
or smaller rifles, manually operated .22 caliber or smaller rimfire
handguns, or manually operated or semiautomatic air- or gas-
operated rifles, manually operated handguns, that are .177 to .22
caliber. Persons under 12 may use a .22 caliber or smaller rimfire
rifle, but only when accompanied by an adult.

FIREARMS FOR HUNTING FURBEARERS

Itis unlawful to take furbearers, including bobcats, with shotguns
using shot larger than size No. 4 buckshot, orimplements that are
not lawful firearms, bows or crossbows. Semiautomatic and manu-
ally operated rifles, manually operated handguns of any caliber,
manual or semiautomatic shotguns, and bows and crossbows
can be used. Muzzleloading rifles or handguns that propel single-
projectile ammunition can be used. Air- or gas-operated firearms
that are at least .22 caliber and propel a single-projectile pellet
or bullet can be used. Persons hunting coyotes, foxes, bobcats,
raccoons, striped skunks, opossums and weasels may use gun-
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(Combined) 20 daily, 20 per season

WMUS 2G, 4A, 4B, 4C, 4D, 4E, 5A & 5B
(Combined), 5 daily, 5 per season

RIVER OTTER
1 per license year with permit
Feb. 14-21

WMUS 1A, 1B, 2F, 3B, 3C, 3D & 4E

mounted lights that do not project a laser-light beam, as well as
handheld and sporting-arm mounted night-vision and infrared
(thermal) optics.
See Special Regulations Areas section on page 14 for restrictions
that apply there.

COYOTES

There is no closed season for the hunting of coyotes. Coyotes may
be hunted on Sundays throughout the year. There are additional
requirements for hunting coyotes during big-game seasons.

Outside of Any Big Game Season

e Coyotes may be taken with a hunting license or a furtaker
license and without wearing orange.

During Any Big Game Season
¢ Coyotes may be taken while lawfully hunting big game (big-
game orange requirements must be followed) or with a
furtaker license.

Bait and Devices
¢ Natural or manmade nonliving bait and any electronic or
mechanical device may be used to attract coyotes for hunt-
ing or trapping.

Bait Visible From the Air
e It is unlawful to bait a trap with meat, animal products or
their facsimiles if the bait is visible from the air. Those hunt-
ing coyotes, however, may hunt over bait visible from the air.
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DEER SEASON AND SUNDAYS

Foxes, raccoons, opossums, striped skunks and weasels may be
hunted any hour, day or night, except during the regular firearms
deer season, when hunting must occur after legal hours for deer.
Foxes may be hunted on all Sundays throughout fox season. Rac-
coons, opossums, striped skunks and weasels only can be hunted
during the Sundays open to additional Sunday hunting each fall.
Coyotes may be hunted on Sundays. In big-game seasons, coyotes
may be hunted while lawfully hunting big game (big-game orange
requirements must be followed) or with a furtaker license.

SETTING TRAPS

It is unlawful to 1) stake or set traps prior to 7 a.m. on the first
day of a season; 2) set traps within 5 feet of a hole or den, except
for underwater sets; 3) use pole traps, jaw-toothed traps, dead-
falls, poison, explosives, chemicals, or traps with a jaw-spread
exceeding 6% inches as measured to the outside of the jaw; 4)
set body-gripping traps outside a watercourse, waterway, marsh,
pond or dam; 5) set a trap not marked with one durable identi-
fication tag attached to either the trap or chain showing the first
and last name and address of the trapper, or a number issued by
the Game Commission; 6) set a trap with bait visible from the air;
7) smoke or dig out a den or house or cut den trees; 8) disturb
traps or remove any wildlife from the traps of another without
specific permission; and 9) on the closing day, fail to remove traps
by sunset. Note: Beaver and otter regulations differ; see page 53,
where you will also find information on handling and avoiding
incidental otter captures.

TENDING TRAPS
Traps must be visited by the owner once every 36 hours, and each
animal removed or released.

UNLAWFUL DEVICES

It is unlawful to take furbearers through the use of fish hooks,
snagging hooks or any other hooks of similar design, or imple-
ments that are not lawful traps.

MEASURING JAW SPREAD

When measuring the jaw spread of a foot-hold or body-
gripping trap, the term “jaw-spread” is the width or the
distance between the striking bars of the trap when it is
set. This measurement includes the outside measurement
of the jaw striking bar.

Spread not to exceed 6%
inches as measured to the
outside of the jaw. Beaver
and Otter regulations
differ; see page 53.
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I FURTAKING

DOGS

Dogs are permitted to hunt furbearers. Hunting furbearers with
dogs during regular deer and bear firearms seasons is now pro-
hibited. The change does not impact the lawful nighttime hunting
of furbearers during open seasons.

POSSESSION

Itis unlawful to 1) possess green pelts (not dried, cured or tanned),
except during open season and for 10 days thereafter; 2) possess
live, wild furbearers, except foxes, for which a permit must be
issued by the Game Commission; and 3) buy, sell or possess fur-
bearers or parts unlawfully taken, transported, imported, exported
or improperly tagged.

EXPORTING/IMPORTING FURS

Itis unlawful to ship furs or harvested furbearers outside the state
unless an official “Shipping Tag” is properly attached. Tags are
available from Game Commission offices and licensed fur deal-
ers. Furs and furbearers taken outside of Pennsylvania must be
tagged according to laws of the state or country where harvested.

FOOT-ENCAPSULATING TRAP

A device that has all triggering and restraining mechanisms en-
closed by a housing that, once set, allows access to the trigger-
ing and restraining mechanisms through a single opening not to
exceed 2 inches in diameter or diagonally and is anchored by a
swivel-mounted anchoring mechanism. Encapsulating traps may
be used to harvest furbearers during legal seasons.

CAGE AND BOX TRAPS

Cage and box traps can be used to take furbearers, however it is
unlawful to 1) use a cage or box trap in water; and 2) use a cage
or box trap capable of capturing more than one animal at a time.

ARTIFICIAL CUBBY

A baited enclosure constructed of natural or artificial material that
is designed to house and corral a furbearer into a body-gripping
trap. Furtakers are permitted to trap furbearers using body-grip-
ping traps set in artificial cubbies when all of the following condi-
tions are met: 1) The artificial cubby is placed within an established
watercourse, waterway, marsh, pond or dam. 2) The entrance to
the artificial cubby does not exceed 50 square inches. 3) Traps
are no larger than 6% x 6% inches. 4) The triggering mechanism
of the trap is recessed within the artificial cubby at least 7 inches
from the entrance. 5) The artificial cubby is anchored in a manner
that it cannot be moved or rolled. Note: Requirements 2 through
5 shall not apply to body-gripping traps that are 5% inches or less
and set in artificial cubbies to target mink or muskrat.

Artificial Cubby

Cubby entrance cannot exceed 50 inches. Traps cannot
exceed 6% by 6% inches. Trap trigger mechanism must be
recessed at least 7 inches from the cubby entrance.

51




lll CABLE RESTRAINTS I

APPROVED CABLE RESTRAINT & SNARE LOCKS:

BMI Slide Free Lock

Reichart 180-Degree
Reverse Bend Washer

Kaatz “Relax-a-Lock”

& a3

Berkshire 90-Degree

Bend Washer Micro Lock

CABLE RESTRAINT REGULATIONS
e Cable restraints are permitted only for foxes and coyotes dur-
ing late winter periods (Dec. 26-Feb. 22, 2026), when freezing
conditions render traditional methods ineffective.

e Cable restraints must be made of a galvanized stranded steel
cable with a diameter of not less than 3/32 of an inch. The cable
must be constructed of 7 bundles of 7 wires per bundle (7x7), 7
bundles of 19 wires per bundle (7x19), or 1 bundle comprised
of 19 wires (1X19). The cable may not exceed 7 feet in length
from the anchor point to the lock contacting the fully closed
loop stop, must be equipped with at least one swivel device
(which allows for 360-degree rotation) between the loop and
the anchor, and must have stops affixed to the cable to ensure
that the circumference of the cable that makes up the loop may
not be greater than 38 inches when fully open, or less than 8
inches when fully closed. Cable restraint loops must be set so
that the bottom of the loop is no less than 6 and no greater than
12 inches above the first surface beneath the cable restraint.
Cable restraints must be equipped with an approved lock, and
the lock may not be constructed with moving parts.

* A cable restraint must include a breakaway device affixed be-
tween the lock and cable or at the end of the cable that is rated
at 375 pounds or less.

¢ A cable must be maintained so that all components operate
properly.

¢ Cable restraints must be anchored to prevent the animal from
moving the restraint from place of capture.

¢ Cable restraints may not be set where entanglement may occur
or where the animal may become suspended.

* Trappers eligible to use cable restraints for foxes and coyotes
can keep non-target furbearers that are incidentally captured
in a cable restraint if there is an open trapping season in which
those furbearers are legal for harvest, and the trapper has a
license or permit for that furbearer.

¢ Bobcats may not be taken in cable restraints during the bobcat
hunting season. Other wildlife mistakenly killed with cable
restraints must be reported to the Centralized Dispatch Center
to have a game warden respond, 1-833-PGC-HUNT.
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CERTIFICATION NEEDED

To view cable restraint training course schedules, visit
www.pa.gov/pgc, or contact the Game Commission’s Hunter-
Trapper Education Division at 717-787-7015.

Trappers shall keep the certificate from the training course in
possession while setting or checking sets using cable restraints,
and present the certificate upon the request of a game warden.

In addition to the certificate, those using cable restraints must
possess a valid furtaker license, or qualify for license and fee
exemptions under Section 2706 of the act relating to resident
license and fee exemptions, or qualify for trapping exceptions
under Section 2363 of the act relating to trapping exceptions
for certain persons.
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'HARM FUL'

/ALGAL BLOOMS
THREATEN PEOPLE AND PET

4 Hahmful I:;\Igal blooms (HABs=) occur each year'in
Pennsylvania, often from mid-June-through $eptem-
ber, but also at other times of year if conditions are
right.

They can be harmful to people, pets, fishj, shellfish
and other animals that come in contact with them or
ingest the toxins they contain.

HABs can look like foam, scum, mats, or paint float-
ing on or below the surface of water. They might look
blue, green, brown, yellow, orange or red.

Exposure to HABs may cause a range of symptpms in,
people and animals. The duration, type, and severl%__
of symptoms can vary depending on the duration an
type of exposure, and the particular toxin involved.

Human symptoms of HAB exposure include rashes ¥-
eyeand nose irritation, diarrhea, vomiting, or abdoml_- o
nal pain. If you exhibit any of these after exposure to a ]
known or suspected HAB, call your doctor or a Poison
Control Center at 800-222-1222. A

Animal symptomsmay include staggering, difficulty
breathing, or vomiting. If your pet exhibits any of
these symptoms, contact‘a veterinarian or ASPCA
Animal Poison Control Center at 888-426-4435. e

For more information on HABs, visit www.pa.gov/
agencies/dep and enter HAB in the search window.
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BOBCAT, FISHER AND OTTER PERMITS

Bobcats, fishers and river otters can be taken only by furtakers
holding valid species-specific permits. All furtakers may purchase
one permit for each species during the 2025-26 season. Furtakers
may take no more than one animal with each permit. Each permit
costs $6.97. Harvests must be reported.

PERMIT PURCHASES

Bobcat permits, fisher permits and otter permits are available
through any license issuing agent and through www.HuntFish.
PA.gov. Permits must be purchased before the start of each re-
spective season. Bobcat and fisher permits must be purchased
before Dec. 20. Otter permits must be purchased before Feb. 14.

If You Harvest a Bobcat or Fisher

A permitted person taking a bobcat or fisher shall, immediately
before removing the animal from the harvest site, fully complete
and attach to the animal the harvest tag furnished with the permit.
The tag shall remain attached to the animal until it is mounted,
tanned, made into a commercial fur or prepared for consump-
tion. A CITES tag automatically will be issued for bobcats that may
be exported or sold. A CITES tag is not required for a fisher pelt.
Within 48 hours of harvesting a bobcat, fisher, or otter, a permit
holder must report the harvest to the Game Commission through
www.HuntFish.PA.gov, or by calling 1-800-838-4431.

If You Harvest an Otter

Before removing an otter from the location where it was caught,
successful permit holders must immediately complete and attach
to the otter the carcass tag furnished with the permit, and report
their harvest within 48 hours through www.HuntFish.PA.gov, or
by calling 1-800-838-4431. The harvest tag must remain attached
to the otter until a plastic CITES tag is attached, if applicable, or
the animal is mounted, tanned, made into a commercial fur or
prepared for consumption.

Beaver and Otter Regulations
In addition to general trapping regulations, it is unlawful to: 1)
destroy, disturb or interfere with a beaver dam or house; 2) use

ACCIDENTAL
OTTER CAPTURES

REPORTING

Incidental capture reporting is critical in both tracking
populations throughout the state and making decisions about
harvest opportunities within Wildlife Management Units. If an
otter is captured accidentally, report it to the local game warden
through the Centralized Dispatch Center at 1-833-PGC-HUNT.

AVOIDING

To avoid the accidental capture of otters while trapping
beavers, trappers are urged to learn to identify otter sign and,
where otters exist, to adopt the following recommendations:

e When using snares, set snare loops at 10 to 12 inches in
diameter.

¢ Use baited sets for beavers where feasible.

¢ Avoid main channelsin ponds and primary crossings where
otter sign is present.
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other than raw, native wood and stone materials to direct the
travel of beavers or otters (manmade materials may be used only
to support traps or snares); 3) place, check, reset or tend a trap or
snare on an established beaver dam or beaver house, or within
15 feet of either a dam or a house. Measurement shall be from
directly above the trap or snare, across the water, ice or land to
the nearest point of the structure; 4) check or maintain a beaver
or otter trap, or remove a beaver or otter unless the person who
owns the trap is present; 5) set body-gripping traps larger than
10 inches tall by 12 inches wide.

TRAPPING DEVICE LIMITATIONS

Snares

A legal snare for beaver and otter trapping must be looped gal-
vanized stranded steel cable 3/32 inches in diameter, equipped
with the approved locks required for cable restraints. A metal
ferrule shall be crimped on the cable to prevent the snare loop
from closing to a circumference less than 7 inches. It is unlawful
to equip snares with a spring-activating mechanism or any device
designed to aid in closing the snare loop. Snares used for taking
beavers must be set completely or partially submerged in water
within a waterway, watercourse, marsh, pond or dam.

Trap Tagging Requirements for Beaver and Otter
There must be one durable identification tag attached to each trap
or snare by means of an extension wire of sufficient length so that
the name tag or identification number is completely above the
water orice level and totally visible. The tag must list the owner’s
first and last name and legal home address, or a number issued
by the Game Commission.

Number of Devices

The number of trapping devices allowed for beaver and otter
trapping differs depending on furbearer species, WMU trapped,
and beaver/otter season overlap.

Otter Trapping

Itis unlawful for otter trappers to set, tend or operate more than a
combined total of five traps or snares, no more than two of which
may be body-gripping traps.

Beaver Trapping During Otter Season

Where beaver season overlaps with otter season by calendar
date within WMUs 1A, 1B, 2F, 3B, 3C, 3D & 4€, it is unlawful for
beaver trappers to set, tend or operate more than a combined
total of five traps or snares, no more than two of which may be
body-gripping traps.

Beaver Trapping

Where no overlap of otter and beaver seasons occurs by both
calendar date and WMU, it is unlawful for beaver trappers to
set, tend or operate more than a combined statewide total of
20 traps or snares, no more than 10 of which may be traps. No
more than two of the traps may be body-gripping traps, except
in WMUs where beaver bag limits are 40 per season all 10 traps
may be body-gripping traps. In WMUs where beaver bag limits are
60 per season, all 20 traps or snares may be body-gripping traps.
Please review the Accidental Otter Capture information to the left.

BEAVER SEASON LIMIT

Trappers may legally take up to 125 beavers with the combined
harvest in multiple Wildlife Management Units in a season. When
trapping in multiple WMUs, a trapper may set or tend up to 10
traps, up to 20 snares, and not more than a total of 20 devices
statewide. Beavers or pelts do not need to be tagged.
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WHILE FEEDING WILDLIFE MIGHT 35{

SEEM HELPFUL, IT’S DANGEROUS [
TO BOTH ANIMALS AND HUMANS.  scanto

LEARN MORE

WHY YOU SHOULDN'T .
FEED WILDLIFE: WHAT YOU CAN DO INSTEAD:

e Stop feeding wild animals and

ET™= T

* It disrupts natural diets. encourage others to do the same.
* It unnaturally crowds wildlife, » Create quality habitat with native vegetation
;c_)ntnbutlng to the spread of to provide food and cover for wildlife.
iseases.
e Contact the Pennsylvania Game Commission
e |t can cause a loss of fear of for additional information on how to create,
humans (habituation), aggressive preserve, or enhance wildlife habitat.

behavior, and increased
human-wildlife conflict.

* It’s illegal to feed deer in Disease Pennsylvania
Management Areas and Game CommiSSiOn
Established Areas and always
illegal to feed bear and elk. EZFRECILD | seaovfoe
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Sundays from Sept. 14 - Dec. 7 that fall within established
opening and closing dates of a season are now open to hunting.

RMEF AUCTION &
KECA RAFFLE TAGS

July 1-Nov. 8
| Sundays9/14-11/2 |

ARCHERY SEASON
Sept. 13-27
| Sundays 9/14 and 9/21 |

ARMS & AMMUNITION

Manually operated centerfire rifles and handguns at least .26
caliber that propel single-projectile ammunition 120 grains or
larger. Manually operated or semiautomatic centerfire shotguns
at least 12-gauge firing a single projectile. Muzzleloading firearms
at least .50 caliber propelling a single projectile weighing at least
210 grains. A bow with a minimum draw weight of 45 pounds.
Any arrow, or crossbow bolt, with a broadhead that has a fixed
or mechanical tip having sharpened cutting edges consisting of
metal or naturally occurring stone. The broadhead must have an
outside diameter or width of at least 1 inch, and the length may
not exceed 3.25 inches. Crossbows must have a minimum peak
draw weight of 125 pounds.

DRIVING & FEEDING ELK
It is unlawful to drive or herd elk. It is unlawful to feed elk at any
time of year.

Except during the archery season, elk hunters and those accompa-
nying them must wear at least 250 square inches of fluorescent or-
ange, visible 360 degrees, on the head, chest and back combined.
Camouflage-fluorescent orange may satisfy this regulation if the
total orange content is at least 250 square inches.

TAGGING, REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

A successful hunter must attach the tag to the ear of an elkimme-
diately after harvest and before the carcass is moved. In addition,
within 24 hours, each hunter who harvests an elk must take it,
along with his or her hunting license and elk license, to a Game
Commission check station. Hunters will receive instructions for
the location and hours of the elk check station in the mail prior
to the season.

ELK GUIDES

Elk guides are an optional service available to licensed elk hunters.
Elk guides are regulated by the Game Commission and the state
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources and offer
various services to the hunter.

2025-26 ELK LICENSE ALLOCATION

Archery  Archery  General
Antlered  Antlerless Antlered

Hunt
Zone

General Late Late

Antlerless  Antlered Antlerless  Total

1 OPEN TO ALL HUNTERS WITH A VALID ELK LICENSE
2 0 0 3 3 1 2 9
3 2 1 3 3 1 2 12
4 2 1 3 2 1 2 11
5 1 1 2 1 2 1 8
6 0 0 2 1 1 1 5
7 = = = = = = 0
8 0 0 2 1 1 1 5
9 1 1 2 2 1 1 8
10 2 1 3 4 2 2 14
11 2 1 2 1 2 1 9
12 3 3 4 12 3 7 32
13 2 1 2 4 2 3 14
14 1 1 2 4 2 3 13
Total 16 11 30 38 19 26 140

Elk Management Area map, Elk Hunt Zone descriptions and check
station information can be found at www.pa.gov/pgc.
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GENERAL SEASON LATE FIREARM
Nov. 3-8 SEASON
Dec. 27-Jan. 3

All seasons occur within designated Elk Hunt Zones.

APPLY FOR AN ELK LICENSE

AN ELK LICENSE IS REQUIRED TO HUNT ELK.

Licenses are awarded by lottery. Hunters are limited to
harvesting one antlered or one antlerless elk, depending
on the license they obtain.

HOW TO APPLY: (DEADLINE: 11:59 P.M. JULY 13)

Review information on Elk Hunt Zones before applying.
There are 14 established Elk Hunt Zones for which antlered
and antlerless elk licenses may be allocated each year.
Hunters may choose up to five Elk Hunt Zones on their
applications and select a fallback option. Licenses are
assigned according to the drawn hunter’s application
preferences. If a hunter is drawn, and their preferred Elk
Hunt Zone choices already are filled, selecting the fallback
option ensures the hunter will be assigned to the next
available Elk Hunt Zone. Those drawn for an elk license are
permitted to hunt within their designated zone, as well as
within Elk Hunt Zone 1, which is open to all hunters with
a valid elk license. Maps and descriptions of the Elk Hunt
Zones can be found on the Game Commission’s website
(www.pa.gov/pgc).

There are three elk seasons with three separate drawings
and “buckets” of bonus points. A person may enter drawings
for one, two or all three elk seasons, but may submit only
one application per season per year. The cost to apply
is $11.97 per season or $35.91 for all three seasons.
Application fees are nonrefundable. Anyone submitting
more than one application per season, will be subject to
prosecution and have all of their applications voided. Those
who don’t want to be drawn for a tag in the coming seasons,
but who want to continue accumulating bonus points to
increase their chances of being drawn in coming years, may
purchase a bonus point for any or all of the three seasons.

Apply online by logging into your www.HuntFish.PA.gov
account, or apply in person at any hunting license agent
location.

ELK LICENSE DRAWINGS are scheduled to occur on
July 26, 2025 at the Elk Country Visitor Center near Winslow
Hill in Benezette Township. If drawn, a Pennsylvania resident
may purchase an elk license for $25; nonresidents for $250.

There will be some changes to the application process
next year, when elk license applicants will need to first buy
a hunting license and no more than 10% of available tags
will be awarded to nonresidents. Also, beginning next year,
anyone drawn for an antlered elk license will be ineligible to
apply for an antlered elk license again. As it is now, hunters
drawn for a bull license can apply for a bull license again
after waiting five years. Individuals drawn for an antlerless
elk license will still be able to apply again the following
license year, as is the case now. Unsuccessful applicants
earn bonus points for future drawings.

Hunters can check the status of an elk application and
review their bonus points at www.HuntFish.PA.gov.

I ELK
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PENNSYLVANIA ELK HUNTS

2025-26 SEASON

APPLICATION FEE ’

11.97 PER SEASON
f:-“ : "
" APPLYTOALL 3 e /7
"~ FOR$35.91 ' '&

-

THREE SEASONS

ARCHERY GENERAL LATE FIREARMS
SEPT 13-27 NOV 3-8 DEC 27 - JAN 3, 2026

FEB. 1 - JULY 13, 2025
SATURDAY, JULY 26, 2025

CHECK OUT THE ELK E"# ;

HARVEST REPORT b A2
BT

Pennsylvania is home to the largest wild elk herd in the northeastern United States. As many as
1,400 elk freely roam across 3,000 square miles in the northcentral region of the state, mostly within
Elk, Cameron, Clinton, Clearfield, and Centre counties.
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PENNSYLVANIA ELK HUNT ZONES

Those applying for elk licenses can select which zones they would like to hunt. Big bulls, as well as a huntable population
of elk, can be found in each of the 14 zones. Below is a brief synopsis of the zones. Elk hunters are encouraged to spend
some time in Pennsylvania’s elk country to become familiar with the area in advance of the hunting seasons.

ELK HUNT ZONE 1: This zone is open to any licensed

elk hunter; therefore, it does not appear as a selectable
option for elk license applications. Located on the western
and southern edge of the elk range, this zone is a buffer
between the primary elk range and boundary of the elk
management area. The agency’s goal with this zone is to
prevent elk from dispersing out of the elk management
area. The elk use this zone sporadically; most of the elk in
this zone reside on a few private properties. If you plan on
hunting this zone, a great deal of preseason scouting, local
knowledge and/or the use of an outfitter is advised.

ELK HUNT ZONE 2: Located on areas of State Game Lands
(SGL) 311 and the Elk State Forest, both of which provide
good hunting opportunities, this zone historically contains
a large number of elk. There are also elk on privately-owned
land in this zone, some of which is open to hunting. Due to
the high elk population and good public access, this zone is
a good choice for any hunter.

ELK HUNT ZONE 3: Located nearly entirely on SGL 14 and
the Elk State Forest, this zone also has a healthy population
of elk. Extensive habitat work was recently completed

on SGL 14 and the Elk State Forest contains managed
openings, too. Some of the better areas may require
walking a few miles, including a several hundred feet of
elevation gain, so it helps to be in good physical shape to
hunt this area. Due to the extensive amount of public land,
this is a good area for all hunters.

ELK HUNT ZONE 4: Located on a mix of public and private
land, with one large private land holding open to public
hunting, this zone contains good access throughout the
area and holds a good population of elk. Access to some of
the private farms may increase hunter success, but huntable
populations of elk can be found on accessible public and
private land.

ELK HUNT ZONE 5: Located on a mix of public and private
land, the elk population in this zone is fair and there are high
human/elk conflicts, especially in and around Weedlville.

The elk tend to be nomadic in this area and most of the
successful hunters have harvested elk on private land. A
great deal of preseason scouting, local knowledge, and/or
the use of an outfitter is advised for this zone.

ELK HUNT ZONE 6: Located on a mix of public and private
land, this zone has a good population of elk that mostly
reside along the Bennett Branch of the Sinnemahoning
Creek. Since this area is largely private, a great deal of
preseason scouting, local knowledge, and/or the use of an
outfitter is advised.

ELK HUNT ZONE 7: Closed to elk hunting.
ELK HUNT ZONE 8: Located on a mix of public and private

land, this zone has a good population of elk which tend to
live on the private lands along the Bennett Branch, as well
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as on SGL 311 and the Elk State Forest, in the northwest
corner of the zone. There are enough elk on public land that
a self-guided hunter could be successful, but a great deal of
preseason scouting, local knowledge, and/or the use of an
outfitter is advised for this zone.

ELK HUNT ZONE 9: Located on a mix of public and private
land, this zone is small and most of the elk have been
harvested on private farms along the stream bottom. This

is not a remote hunt, as cabins and homes are prevalent in
this zone. It can be a frustrating hunt, as elk tend to move in
and out of the zone. Since most elk are harvested on private
land, a great deal of preseason scouting, local knowledge,
and/or the use of an outfitter is advised for this zone.

ELK HUNT ZONE 10: Located on a great deal of public land,
this zone is large and contains a good population of elk. Elk
can be found across the Quehanna Plateau, along the First
Fork and the Main Branch of the Sinnemahoning Creek.
There is plenty of public land that holds elk and some of
the better areas require a few miles of walking, so it helps
to be in good physical shape to hunt this zone. Due to the
extensive amount of public land, this is a good area for all
hunters.

ELK HUNT ZONE 11: Located on a mix of public and private
land, the elk population in this zone is fair. The elk tend to
be nomadic in this area and most of the successful hunters
harvested them on private land. Because of this, a great
deal of preseason scouting, local knowledge, and/or the use
of an outfitter is advised for this zone.

ELK HUNT ZONE 12: Located on a mix of public and
private land, including areas of SGL 321, SGL 100 and the
Moshannon State Forest, there is a high population of elk in
this zone with good hunting opportunities. There are also
elk on private lands, so a great deal of preseason scouting,
local knowledge, and/or the use of an outfitter is advised
for this zone. This is a good area for all hunters.

ELK HUNT ZONE 13: Located on a mix of public and private
land, the elk population is growing and they can be found
on SGL 100 and the Sproul State Forest. Extensive habitat
work was recently completed on SGL 100. Some of the
better areas require a few miles of walking, so it helps to

be in good physical shape to hunt this zone. Due to the
extensive amount of public land, this is a good area for all
hunters.

ELK HUNT ZONE 14: Located on a mix of public and private
land, the elk population is growing and the elk mostly occur
in the Kettle Creek Valley. Due to the high elk population
and good access to public land, this zone is a good choice
for any hunter.

More information about the elk herd and elk hunting can
be found at www.pa.gov/pgc.
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PENNSYLVANIA’S
NATIONAL ARCHERY
IN THE SCHOOLS PROGRAM
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BRINGING ARCHERY TO YOUR SCHOOL

ENROLL

Getting started is easy. The first
step is to complete a
commitment letter and submit it
to your State Coordinator.
Sample letters are available
online.

GRANTS

Grants are available for any new
school that joins the NASP
program in the amount of $1500.
Additional grants are available as
well. This will pay for almost half
of your equipment costs.

(@ BENEFITS
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NASP has been shown to
increase school attendance, GPA,
attitude, confidence and
self-esteem. Students enjoy
learning something new while
having fun with their friends.

STUDENTS

NASP can be taught from grades 4

# v \ to12. 1t can be conducted in
physical education class or any
other class. The goal is to allow
any student the opportunity to
learn to shoot a bow safely.

/@ Ia'i?ié \Ilvwk!gr?/ided free of

[ charge. A certified archery
instructor will come to your
school and train your staff. Upon
completion of the training, you
will be a certified Basic Archery
Instructor.

Pennsylvania
Game Commission

Kaila Hess | Shooting Sports Coordinator
kailhess@pa.gov




OUR PASSION

Tune in to new episodes of
“Call of the Outdoors” each
month on YouTube, Spotify,
Apple Podcasts, iHeart, and
calloftheoutdoorspgc.com.

WILDLIFE HABITAT CONSERVATION

SCAN TO LISTEN ON YOUR FAVORITE PLATFORM
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HUNTERS SHARING
THE HARVEST

PENNSYLVANIA’S STATEWIDE
VENISON DONATION PROGRAM

MORE THAN

2.5 MILLION LBs

DONATED SINCE 1991
E&BEEEZOOM oo
: =

Every donation of $25 or
more receives a FREE "HSH
SHARE FORCE"” DECAL
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FIVE WAYS TO HELP HSH

ﬂ DONATE YOUR DEER at no charge, thanks to our partners.

2 GIVE A BUCK TO THE POT with your monetary donation (scan the QR code).
g SPONSOR to help offset program costs and show that your business supports HSH.
@}. VOLUNTEER AS AN AREA COORDINATOR to help HSH expand its mission in your county.

5 BE A PARTICIPATING PROCESSOR! The lifeblood of HSH is its processors. More are needed statewide!

Phone: 866-HSH-2141 (866-474-2141) Randy K. Ferguson, Executive Director
Facebook: @HuntersSharingTheHarvest 218 Vernon Road Greenville, PA 16125
Instagram: @hunterssharingtheharvest Email: Info@sharedeer.org

Monetary donations can be mailed to Hunters Sharing the Harvest, 218 Vernon Road, Greenville, PA

16125. HSH is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization and contributions are tax deductible. The official

registration and financial information of HSH may be obtained from the PA Dept. of State by calling
60 toll-free within Pennsylvania 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement. T N
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TAG IT.
REPORT IT.

ONLINE. BY PHONE.
OR BY MAIL.

* Online at huntfish.pa.gov

« By phone at 1-800-838-4431

« By mail using an enclosed
harvest report card




LICENSE REQUIRED

A current hunting license is required and must be in possession
to hunt, take or kill any wildlife in Pennsylvania not classified as a
furbearer. A current furtaker license is required to hunt, trap, take
or kill any furbearer (coyotes and porcupines are the exceptions).
A license is valid July 1 to the following June 30. For waterfowl
license requirements refer to migratory bird section in this digest.

IDENTIFICATION REQUIRED WHEN HUNTING

While afield, hunters and trappers are required to carry their
appropriate licenses as well as cards or papers, which must be
shown to a game warden or landowner upon request, to confirm
identification and residency.

VALIDITY OF LICENSES

Only one hunting or furtaker license shall be valid during any
license year. Any replacement license, or purchase of a second
or subsequent license shall immediately invalidate any license of
the same kind that had been previously issued.

LICENSE TRANSFERS

Hunting and furtaker licenses are nontransferable and non-refund-
able. It is unlawful to possess another’s hunting license or big-
game tags, with the exception of mentored hunters under age 7.

PROOF OF RESIDENCY

Proof of Pennsylvania residency must be shown to obtain a resi-
dent hunting or furtaker license. Persons must be domiciled in
Pennsylvania at least 30 consecutive days prior to application.
Valid Pennsylvania driver’s license, certain Pennsylvania and local
tax receipts, and other positive means indicating residency may
be used. A change in residency status from resident to nonresi-
dent or from nonresident to resident automatically invalidates a
person’s hunting or furtaking license 30 days after the change
in status unless the licensee completes and submits a change in
residency form.

PURCHASING LICENSES ONLINE

Individuals may purchase most licenses and permits online at
www.HuntFish.PA.gov, except for disabled veteran lifetime and
landowner antlerless licenses. All harvest tag panels are mailed
to those who purchase their licenses online, and these must be
possessed afield when hunting in a season where tagging game
is required. Buyers will have licenses with harvest tags mailed
to them with the ability to print a digital copy without big-game
harvest tags from home. To receive a Hunting & Trapping Digest
with your online order, it must be added to the shopping cart
(additional shipping will apply). Free Digests are available at is-
suing agent locations. Licenses are typically received within 7-15
business days, additional delays may occur during periods of high
sales. Please contact the License Division directly at 717-787-2084
if you have not received your license within 14 business days.

DIGITAL LICENSE

HuntFishPA provides the option for hunters and trappers to carry
afield electronic versions of licenses they buy, as an alternative
to carrying certain paper licenses. Harvest tags will continue to
be issued in physical form on green or white durable stock, and
harvest tags need to be carried afield when hunting in big-game
seasons or trapping in seasons where harvest tags are used. Hunt-
ers and trappers buying licenses online will continue to be mailed
all durable-stock license panels, including harvest tags, and will
also be given access to elicenses. Those buying licenses from an
issuing agent will be issued harvest tags at the time of purchase
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and will have the opportunity to receive digital licenses without
tags if an email address is on profile. No signature is required on
digital licenses. The license buyer attests to a statement, which
serves in place of a signature.

BEAR LICENSES

Hunters may purchase this license online or over the counter at
any issuing agent from the start of license sales in June through
the end of bear season.

MIGRATORY GAME BIRD LICENSES

All persons are required to have a Migratory Game Bird License to
hunt waterfowl, including the conservation season, and migratory
birds including doves, woodcock, brant, coots, gallinules, rails and
snipe. Unlessissued as a digital license, the license must be signed
in ink and carried by the hunter.

FEDERAL DUCK STAMP

In addition to Migratory Game Bird License, waterfow| hunters
16 or older need a federal duck stamp, and if the actual stamp
is carried, it must be signed across the face. The electronic duck
stamp, or E-Stamp, version of the federal duck stamp has now been
authorized for use through the entirety of a waterfowl hunting
season. Stamps can be purchased online at www.HuntFish.PA.gov
or over the counter at any issuing agent. Physical stamps will be
mailed in March.

SPECIAL SECOND SPRING GOBBLER LICENSE
Hunters may purchase this license online or over the counter at
any issuing agent from the start of the license sales (mid-June)
until May 1, 2026 — the day before the spring gobbler season.

ELK LICENSE APPLICATION

Hunters may apply to enter the drawings for an elk license one
time per license year, either online or at an issuing agent. The
application can be purchased from February until the application
deadline. Refer to the “Elk Section” in this digest for detailed
information.

JUNIOR LICENSES AND HUNTERS

Persons under 17 years of age must have their parent or legal
guardian’s approval to purchase a general hunting, combination
or furtaker license. Junior hunters who wish to hunt in the archery
and/or muzzleloader seasons, must purchase a combination
license. These add-on licenses may not be added to a general
junior hunting license. Eleven-year-olds who have successfully
completed a required Hunter-Trapper Education course may apply
for a Junior License if they will be 12 years old by June 30 of the
license year. They may not lawfully hunt with the license prior to
their 12th birthday. Persons 12 and 13 must be accompanied by
an adult member of the family (at least 18), or by an adult serving
in place of a parent. Persons 14 and 15 must be accompanied by
any adult 18 or older. Sixteen-year-olds may hunt alone. Persons
who turn 17 after purchasing a junior license can still hunt that
year with the Junior License. It is unlawful while accompanying
junior hunters under 16 to be out of sight of or unable to physi-
cally or verbally control the junior hunter or fail to comply with
the fluorescent orange requirements. Verbal instructions given
through the use of an electronic or other sound amplification
device does not meet this requirement.

SENIOR LIFETIME LICENSE HOLDERS

Lifetime licenses must be renewed each year. If you have not
yet purchased or renewed your Senior Lifetime License through
www.HuntFish.PA.gov, you will need to provide your SSN when
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creating an account. This is a one-time requirement and your SSN
will not be needed again. All Senior Lifetime and Senior Lifetime
Combination License holders who purchased prior to May 13,
2017 are exempt from the Pheasant Permit. “Pheasant Eligible”
will be located on the bottom panel of the license if a hunter does
not have to purchase a pheasant permit. You will need to provide
proof of residency when renewing your license, usually through
a valid Pennsylvania driver’s license.

REPLACEMENT LICENSES

If a hunting or furtaker license has been lost or destroyed, a
replacement license may be purchased for $6.97, per privilege,
over the counter at any issuing agent or online at www.pa.gov/pgc
by clicking on “Buy a License.” Most lost or destroyed antlerless
licenses can be replaced at any issuing agent location. Resident
Disabled Veteran Antlerless and Resident Armed Forces Antler-
less licenses can only be replaced at county treasurers and Game
Commission offices.

UNLICENSED PERSONS

An unlicensed person may accompany a properly licensed hunter
or trapper provided that the unlicensed person acts as only an
observer and does not, in any manner, participate in hunting or
trapping. Any unlicensed person accompanying a licensed hunter
must wear the required amount of fluorescent orange. A person
who has never held a hunting license in Pennsylvania or any other
state must remain in sight of and close to the hunter, who must be
at least 18 years of age. An unlicensed person may not possess a
firearm, bow, or other hunting device. An unlicensed person who
accompanies any hunting party shall be counted as a member of
the hunting party for maximum allowed members. The ratio of
licensed hunters to non-licensed persons must not exceed 1:1.

RESIDENT LANDOWNER HUNTING LICENSE
An eligible landowner who owns 80 or more contiguous acres open
to public hunting in a Cooperative Hunter Access Program, or a
designated immediate family member living in the same house-
hold, is entitled to a Landowner Hunting License. Applicants must
have their PGC Cooperative Hunter Access Program agreement
number when applying.

LANDOWNER ANTLERLESS DEER LICENSE

An eligible landowner who owns 50 or more contiguous acres
within a county is entitled to one antlerless deer license for the
WMU where the land is located at the prescribed fee ($6.97 for
residents, $26.97 for nonresidents). If the qualifying acreage is
located within a county with two or more WMUs, the applicant
selects the WMU he or she desires. A landowner must keep his
or her property open to public hunting and trapping year-round
to qualify. The Landowner Antlerless Deer License Application/
Affidavit is available from county treasurers, PGC offices, and on-
line. Applicants must apply directly to the county treasurer of the
county where the acreage is located. Landowners may apply for
these licenses prior to the start of the regular application period,
which begins on the fourth Monday in June and can be purchased
through the end of deer season so long as licenses remain in the
appropriate WMU.

REQUIRED ARMED SERVICES PERSONNEL
DOCUMENTATION

Residents applying for any of the Armed Services licenses must
provide official documentation, from the branch in which they
serve, to prove eligibility in the form of orders, leave documents,
military ID, and in the case of POWs, a DD214. All of these licenses,
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except for the POWs (county treasurers and PGC offices sell POWs),
are available from any issuing agent and online platform. If the ap-
plicant cannot apply in person, he or she may submit to the Game
Commission office or county treasurer a written request, including
full name, legal address, telephone number, date of birth, height,
eye color and documentation verifying Pennsylvania residency and
military orders and, for the POW license, a copy of DD214 stating
Prisoner of War status. Applicant must include a self-addressed,
stamped, return envelope with the request. Online applications
will include questions to self-validate.

RESIDENT MILITARY PERSONNEL LICENSE

To qualify for a general hunting license for $2.97, applicants
must meet all of the following requirements: 1) be a resident of
Pennsylvania; 2) be on active and full-time duty in the U.S. Armed
Forces, including the U.S. Coast Guard; 3) be currently assigned
to a facility outside Pennsylvania; and 4) be on temporary leave
in Pennsylvania.

RESIDENT NATIONAL GUARD/RESERVES
Reduced fee $2.97 general hunting licenses are available to resi-
dents serving in the Pennsylvania National Guard and the Reserves
who, within the previous 24 months, were deployed overseas for
a period of 60 consecutive days or more, or were released early
from such service because of an injury or disease incurred in the
line of duty. Only one reduced-fee license may be issued for each
qualifying deployment.

RESIDENT PRISONERS OF WAR

Reduced fee $2.97 general hunting licenses also are available
to residents who are former Prisoners of War, certified to have
been imprisoned by enemy forces while in the service of the U.S.
Armed Forces.

DISABLED WAR VETERANS

People in all three classifications of resident disabled veterans
must provide documentation from the Veterans Administration
specifying percentage of disability and confirming disability is
service-related or is a loss of use of one or more limbs to acquire
these licenses. All resident disabled veteran licensees with 100%
permanent disability can apply for free Lifetime Hunting and Life-
time Furtaking licenses at County Treasurer locations only. Free
hunting and furtaking licenses are available for Resident Disabled
Veterans with 100% service-incurred disability (not lifetime); Resi-
dent Disabled Veterans with 60-99% service-incurred disability
rating license is $2.97. These license types can be purchased at
County Treasurer locations, Game Commission offices and online
at www.HuntFish.PA.gov. Applicants must provide documentation
from the Veterans Administrations. If you have questions, call the
License Division at 717-787-2084.

UNCOLLECTIBLE CHECKS

If a checkissued in payment of any fee or fine is returned uncollect-
ible, the person who makes, issues or presents it will be charged
a $25 fee, in addition to any costs of prosecution or penalties as-
sessed. Any license, permit or privilege granted by an uncollectible
check shall be invalid until all applicable fees are paid.

TRAINING CERTIFICATE - HUNTING

Persons who have not held a hunting license issued in Pennsyl-
vania or another state or nation, or do not possess a training
certificate, are required to attain certification in an accredited
hunter-trapper education program before hunting or applying
for a hunting license. These provisions do not apply to a person
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presenting 1) evidence of service in the U.S. Armed Forces,
including the Coast Guard and discharge or separation
under honorable conditions within six months of applica-
tion, or 2) evidence that the person is currently serving in
the U.S. Armed Forces.

TRAINING CERTIFICATE - TRAPPING
Persons applying for a furtaker license must present to the
issuing agent one of the following: 1) evidence that the
applicant has held a trapping or furtaker license issued in
Pennsylvania or another state or nation; 2) a certificate of
training; 3) an affidavit that applicant completed a volun-
tary trapping course sanctioned by the Game Commission,
or 4) the applicant has previously hunted or trapped fur-
bearers within the last five years. These provisions do not
apply to persons under 12 who trap furbearers under direct
supervision of a licensed adult furtaker at least 18 years
old. Trappers must be certified to use Cable Restraints.

REPLACEMENT TRAINING CERTIFICATE
Information about obtaining a replacement Hunter Edu-
cation Training Certificate, can be found online at www.
pa.gov/pgc or www.ilostmycard.com.

HUNTER-TRAPPER
EDUCATION

Select from in-person or online course options
Become a Hunter-Trapper Education Instructor
Register for a Pennsylvania Field Day
Explore the Learn to Hunt Program

CONTACT US
1-717-787-7015
pgchuntereducation@pa.gov

THANK YOU FOR BEING A PENNSYLVANIA HUNTER

TRY.ONX
HUNT ELITE

EACH DOWNLOAD SUPPORTS THE FUTURE OF
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THE FOLLOWING LICENSES, PERMITS AND SPECIAL-DRAW APPLICATIONS ARE AVAILABLE FROM ALL

ISSUING AGENTS INCLUDING COUNTY TREASURERS, GAME COMMISSION OFFICES AND ONLINE.

LICENSES
Resident Mentored Youth (Ages under 7, No Tags) ........ $2.97
Resident Mentored Youth (Agesunder12) ............... $2.97
Resident Mentored Youth (Ages 12 through 16) .......... $6.97
Resident Mentored Adult (17 andolder) ............... $20.97
Resident Junior Hunting (Ages 12 through 16) ............ $6.97
Resident Junior Furtaker (Ages 12 through 16)............ $6.97
Resident Junior Combination (Ages 12 through 16) ........ $9.97
Resident Landowner Hunting (Ages 12 & older) ........... $4.97
Resident Adult Hunting (Ages 17 and older) ............. $20.97
Resident Adult Furtaker (Ages 17 and older)............. $20.97
Resident Senior Hunting (Ages 65 & older) .............. $13.97
Resident Senior Lifetime Hunting (Ages 65 & older)....... $51.97
(Must be renewed each license year at no additional cost)
Resident Senior Lifetime Combo (Ages 65 & older) . ..... $101.97
Resident Senior Lifetime Combo Upgrade............... $51.97
(See Lifetime Combination)
Resident Senior Furtaker (Ages 65 & older).............. $13.97
Resident Senior Lifetime Furtaker (Age 65 & older) ....... $51.97

(Must be renewed each license year at no additional cost)
Resident Military Personnel, National Guard,

SOLD ONLY BY COUNTY TREASURERS

Resident Landowner Antlerless Deer............ $6.97
Nonresident Landowner Antlerless Deer ....... $26.97
Resident Disabled Veteran Lifetime

Hunting License (if qualified) ................ FREE
Resident Disabled Veteran Lifetime

Furtaker License (if qualified) ................ FREE

SOLD BY COUNTY TREASURERS, GAME
COMMISSION OFFICES AND ONLINE

Resident Disabled Veteran Antlerless License. . ... $6.97
Resident Armed Forces Antlerless License. . ... ... $6.97
Resident Reduced Disabled Veteran

Hunting License ...........c.coiieieennnnnnnn.. $2.97
Resident Reduced Disabled Veteran

Furtaker LICENSE ... oo ve e $2.97
Resident Disabled Veteran

Annual Hunting License * ..................... FREE
Resident Disabled Veteran

Annual Furtaker License *..................... FREE

* Must be renewed annually

Reserves and POW Hunting Licenses. .. ................ $2.97
Resident Hunting Heritage License (Active HTE instructors) . $2.97 Resident Disabled Veteran Lifetime hunting and furtaker
Nonres!dent Mentored Youth (Ages under 7, No Tags) ..... $2.97 licenses can be renewed at any issuing agent, or online.
Nonres!dent Mentored Youth (Agesunder 12)............ $2.97 All combination licenses include hunting, furtaker, archery
Nonres!dent Mentored Youth (Ages 12 or older but < 17).. $41.97 and muzzleloader privileges. (Bear hunting privileges, antler-
Nonres!dent Mentored Adult ........................ $101.97 less deer license, migratory game bird license and federal
Nonresident Adult Hunting (Ages 17 & older)........... $101.97  guck stamp not included.)
Nonresident Junior Hunting (Ages 12 through 16) ........ $41.97 Senior resident hunting and furtaker (annual and lifetime,
Nonresident Junior Combination (Ages 12 through 16). .. . $51.97 including combination) licenses are available to those who
Nonres!dent Adqlt Furtaker (Ages 17 & older) ........... $81.97  will be 65 years old by June 30 of the current license year.
Nonresident Junior Furtaker (Ages 12 through 16)........ $41.97 ** Nonresidents of Pennsylvania who are 12 years of age
Nonresident 7-Day Small Game **..................... $31.97  and older may purchase a consecutive 7-Day Small Game

license, which includes waterfowl and pheasants, but is not
valid for coyotes or big game, including turkey. All junior,

ADD-ON LICENSES, STAMPS & PERMITS adult and senior hunters need to hold a Pheasant Hunting

Resident Archery *** . .. ... . . $16.97 Permit to hunt pheasants. To hunt waterfowl, applicants 16
Nonresident Archery *** . . ... .. ... ... .. ... . L $26.97 years of age and older need a federal duck stamp and ap-
Resident Muzzleloader *** . .. ... ... ... ... ... . ... ... $11.97 plicants 12 and older need a Migratory Game Bird License.
Nonresident Muzzleloader *** . ... ... ... .. ... .. .. .. ..... $21.97 *** Muzzleloader firearms, bows and arrows, and cross-
Resident Migratory Game Bird License..................... $3.97 bows may be used during the firearms deer hunting seasons
Federal Duck Stamp (E-Stamp) ..........covviiiennn.. $30.97 without purchasing muzzleloader or archery licenses.
Nonresident Migratory Game Bird License. ................. $6.97
Resident Bear LICeNSe. . . oottt e e e e e $16.97
Nonresident Bear LICENSE . ... ...ouenreeenenenannnnn. $36.97 | Firearms Regulations for Non-Immigrant Aliens
Resident Special Spring Turkey License.................... $21.97
Nonresident Special Spring Turkey License. ................ $41.97 Since the events of Sept. 11, 2001, the U.S. Bureau
Resident Antlerless Deer License. .. ..., $6.97 of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms has enacted new per-
Resident DMAP Harvest Permits (Sales begin Aug. 11)....... $10.97 mit requirements for bringing firearms and ammunition
Nonresident Antlerless License .. ..........ccvvvevninn.. $26.97 across the U.S. border. Any resident of another country
Nonresident DMAP Harvest Permits (Sales begin Aug. 11). ... $35.97 | who intends to import a firearm and ammunition into
Agriculture Deer Permit (Coupon required). ................ $1.97 | the U.S.forthe purpose of hunting or recreational target
Elk License Drawings (See elk section in this Digest)......... $11.97 | shooting should contact the ATF’s Firearms and Explo-
Bobcat Permit (See bobcat section in this Digest)............ $6.97 sives Imports Branch. Provide yourself ample time for
Fisher Permit (See fisher section in this Digest).............. $6.97 ::Ifepgic:(c\?vsesglg %frt:fé):'??c?r:e?:gir\zzliﬁgegzz?gg 'F;‘(:ron:':td
Ak Phessant ot oy Secion N INS DIEESE) - -+ a9y | The ATF can be contacted at 304-616-4550. Visit the ATF
Junior Pheasant Permit FREE website at V\'lww.atf'.gov. An application for the Permit

. PSRN AP Sy for Importation of Firearms can be found at ATF F6 NIA
Shooting Range Permit (See PGC website for more info) . . ... $31.97 (5330.3D)
SNOW GOOSE Permit . .. oo ettt e e $1.97 T
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REPORTING A VIOLATION
POACHERS ARE

) THIEVES

HAVE YOU WITNESSED A WILDLIFE CRIME INVOLVING DEER,
TURKEY, BEAR, OR ELK OR A SPECIES THAT IS PROTECTED,
ENDANGERED, OR THREATENED?

CALL OPERATION GAME THIEF’S TOLL-FREE HOTLINE - 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week, 365 days a year - to report wildlife violations or fill out an online form. Calls are
answered by a secure recording device, and callers may remain confidential. However,
those who wish to claim any monetary reward must provide contact information.

TIPS FOR REPORTING
WILDLIFE CRIMES:

* Gather as much information as I
. PEMNMSYLVANIA
possible. R GAME COMMISSION

* Get an accurate physical description
and any other pertinent information.

* Share when and what type of
violation occurred.

* Report the number and species of
wildlife involved.

o Describe the suspect’s vehicle and
any distinguishing features.

+ Note other physical evidence, such
as hides, entrails, firearms, and
cartridge cases.

Report online by following the QR code calling 1-888-PGC-8001




I FOLLOW THE LAW B

VIOLATING THE GAME & WILDLIFE CODE CAN
RESULT IN SERIOUS PENALTIES, INCLUDING
THE LOSS OF HUNTING PRIVILEGES.

A person charged with violating the Game and Wildlife Code will have the charges
adjudicated before a Magisterial District Judge or Court of Common Pleas having
jurisdiction. In addition to imposing fines, the court may also order the revocation of
hunting and furtaking privileges. Absent a court order, the Game Commission may
suspend the hunting and furtaking privileges of persons convicted of violating the Game
and Wildlife Code. While revocation can be assessed for any violation, it’s generally
reserved for significant violations that affect the safety of people or property, or impact

the valuable resources of the commonwealth.

Act 54 of 2010 significantly increased fines and revocation periods for serious violations.
The following is a list of the most common revocations, but revocation may be applied

to other violations, too.

REVOCATION PERIOD REQUIRED

BY LAW:
e Failure to respond to a citation — Indefinite revocation
or until adjudicated

e Failure to pay a fine in full within 180 days after
adjudication — Indefinite or until paid, unless enrolled
in a payment plan established by court and current
with payments

e Hunting or trapping under the influence of alcohol or
a controlled substance — 1 year

¢ Refusal to submit to a chemical or blood test — 1 year
or second/subsequent refusal — 3 years

¢ Shooting at another person resulting in no injury or
minor injury —2 years; causing serious injury —5 to
10 years; killing another person — 15 years

e Failure to render assistance or fleeing after shooting
(nonfatal incident) — 10 years; failure to render
assistance or fleeing after shooting (fatal incident) —
years/Second offense — additional 10 years

¢ Trespass on private property while hunting, second
or subsequent offense — 5 years

REVOCATION PERIODS FOR OTHER GAME &
WILDLIFE CODE VIOLATIONS:

¢ Assaulting an officer — 3 years

Resisting or interfering with an officer; failure to stop on signal by
an officer; turning off lights to avoid arrest or detection — 2 years

Buying or selling wildlife or edible parts contrary to
law — Threatened or endangered species — 7 years first offense;
big game — up to 5 years first offense; other wildlife — 3 years
first offense

Take, injure, kill, possess or transport big game during closed
season or beyond daily or season bag limits —up to 5 years first
offense

Hunting or furtaking while on revocation — 5 years

Killing or attempting to kill game through the use of bait as an
enticement — bear or elk — 3 years; all other game — 2 years
Unlawfully taken big game (in season)—Bear or elk — 3 years;
deer or turkey — 1 year

Disturbing traps of another; trapping/furtaking during closed
season; multiple violations in 2-year period; killing protected
wildlife; hunting small game in a closed season; taking over the
daily bag limit of small game or migratory birds — 1 year

INTERSTATE WILDLIFE VIOLATOR COMPACT

Pennsylvania is the 36th state to join the Interstate Wildlife Violator Compact (IWVC). All persons convicted of a viola-
tion in Pennsylvania that results in the suspension of their hunting and furtaking privileges will receive in addition to the
Pennsylvania revocation notice, an additional notification if the terms of the suspension will be shared with other states

cooperating in the IWVC.

Persons having a license suspension in Pennsylvania, which is subject to the provisions of the IWVC, and who plan to
hunt or trap in another state, must contact that state to determine their eligibility to purchase a license.

The IWVC also establishes a process whereby wildlife law violations by a nonresident from a member state are handled
as if the person were a resident, meaning they can be issued a citation rather than being arrested, booked, and bonded.
This process is a convenience for hunters and trappers of member states and increases efficiency of wildlife officers by
allowing more time for enforcement duties rather than violator processing procedures.

For more information on the Interstate Wildlife Compact, visit the Game Commission website at www.pa.gov/pgc.
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Field to Fork programs are hands-on learning opportunities for adults from

non-hunting backgrounds. We invite those from outside the traditional + = \
hunting culture to learn every aspect of

hunting and sourcing their own protein.

hr#
2

e , . %
participants receive lessons on deer blolo%y

During the course of an event,

and behavior, safety, shot placement, and _
processing their deer after harvest. They get timeon | #3

the shooting range with crossbows or rifles and then go hunting
with a mentor. Events are free and all gear is provided.

Space is limited. To learn more, please visit huntdeerPA.com.
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This digest is not the Game & Wildlife
Code or its attendant regulations and
should not be considered final on legal
interpretation.

The digest simply is a summary of the
more important and frequently misunder-
stood hunting and trapping regulations.

Review the digest carefully. If there is
anything you do not understand, contact
your nearest Game Commission office.

Hunting and trapping are privileges in
Pennsylvania. Remember, a license does
not entitle you to trespass on private lands.
Hunters and furtakers may be prosecuted
for trespassing, whether or not a property
is posted against hunting or trapping.

Always ask permission to hunt or trap,
and make sure you are a welcomed guest
of the landowner.

A private landowner who permits hunting
or trapping does not extend assurance that

| the premises are safe and does not assume

responsibility or incur liability for injury.
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69



3 o
;

“Hunting safely

Protect yourself and others by looking out for
power poles and lines.

Structures attached to a transmission tower or pole—or placed
underneath a high-voltage line—are dangerous and prohibited. \
Be sure to follow all hunting safety and sportsmanship guidelines,
especially around power equipment.

i If you have questions about staying safe near utility

mgﬁ e see | FirstEnergy





