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P R O C E E D I N G S 1 

---------------------------------------------------- 2 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  I'd like to bring 3 

this September 5th, 2025 Game Commission Meeting to 4 

order with the Pledge of Allegiance.  If you all 5 

could stand, please. 6 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE RECITED 7 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Mr. Secretary, 8 

would you call a roll, please?   9 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Commissioner 10 

Knick?   11 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Here.   12 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Commissioner 13 

Sankey?   14 

    COMMISSIONER SANKEY:  Here.   15 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Commissioner 16 

DiMarco, here. 17 

    Commissioner Foradora.?  18 

    COMMISSIONER Foradora:  Here.   19 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Commissioner 20 

Fredericks? 21 

    COMMISSIONER FREDERICKS:  Here.   22 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Commissioner 23 

Koppenhafer? 24 

    COMMISSIONER KOPPENHAFER:  Here.   25 
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    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Commissioner 1 

Mitrick? 2 

    COMMISSIONER MITRICK:  Here.   3 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Commissioner 4 

Pride?  5 

    COMMISSIONER PRIDE:  Here.   6 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Commissioner 7 

Schwalm?   8 

    COMMISSIONER SCHWALM:  Here.   9 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  All are 10 

present.   11 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Thank you.   12 

    Do we have a motion approved in 13 

minutes for the July 28th, 2025 meeting?  14 

    COMMISSIONER FREDERICKS:  So moved.   15 

    COMMISSIONER KOPPENHAFER:  Second.   16 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Mr. Secretary, call 17 

a vote, please.   18 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those in favor 19 

of the stated motion, would you please signify by 20 

saying aye?   21 

AYES RESPOND 22 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those opposed, 23 

same sign? 24 

    Motion carries.   25 
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    ATTORNEY MARTSON:  The first item for 1 

consideration comes from the Bureau of Wildlife 2 

Protection.   3 

    Since the Mentor Hunting Program's 4 

inception in 2006, the program has grown to include 5 

more species of game and wildlife and to expand the 6 

age groups eligible to participate in the program.  7 

With each step in its evolution, the Mentor Hunting 8 

Program has become better aligned with the 9 

Commission's traditional hunting license structures.  10 

    The Commission is proposing to change 11 

the Mentor Hunting Program to improve access to the 12 

program and expand hunting opportunities.  The 13 

Commission is proposing to amend Section 147.804 to 14 

allow a mentored youth who is under seven years of 15 

age at the time of application, to acquire big game 16 

tags with the purchase of their mentored hunting 17 

permit.  18 

    Currently, mentored youth under the 19 

age of seven at the time of application are 20 

ineligible to receive big game harvest tags with 21 

their permit materials.  A mentor must transfer 22 

their own big game harvest tag to the mentored youth 23 

to make them eligible to lawfully harvest and tag 24 

big game.  This creates challenges for mentors that 25 
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accompany more than one child throughout the 1 

duration of the big game hunting seasons.   2 

    Furthermore, a mentor who transfers 3 

their harvest tag to a successful mentored youth 4 

sacrifices their own ability to lawfully hunt for 5 

and tag the species for which the tag was issued.   6 

    This change would align the 7 

procedures for the issuance of big game tags to all 8 

three age groups.   9 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Do I have a motion? 10 

    COMMISSIONER KOPPENHAFER:  So moved. 11 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Is there a second? 12 

    COMMISSIONER PRIDE:  Second.   13 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Okay. 14 

    Do we have any discussion? 15 

    COMMISSIONER FORADORA:  Did you say 16 

it's discussion?  I didn't hear you. 17 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Yes, do you have 18 

any discussion?   19 

    COMMISSIONER FORADORA:  Yeah, I just 20 

want to add what I added in the agenda.  I'm not 21 

understand the mentor program.  Very big supporter 22 

of the mentor program, having mentored three youths 23 

and others in the past that are now grown men.   24 

    So I just want to say that, you know, 25 
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I listened at the last meeting.  I know Commissioner 1 

Fredericks stated he's going to be making an 2 

amendment, but I just want to be clear that I 3 

support any type of mentored youth in measured 4 

steps.  I just want to see data on, like I said in 5 

the earlier public meeting, on if we're moving the 6 

needle with mentor.   7 

    Also, Mr. Kriner, I believe from 8 

Pennsylvania Sportsman, Pennsylvania Federation of 9 

Sportsmen with the image issue is with me with these 10 

young kids on TikTok.  Yeah, those images spread 11 

pretty far.  And with the heightened gun control 12 

that's coming down the pike, I don't want to put our 13 

- if we're not moving the needle, I don't want to 14 

see an image issue.   15 

    But for today, you know, I want to 16 

hear what Commissioner Fredericks said, a proposed 17 

amendment.  But I just want to be clear to address 18 

the public.  I'm supportive of youth, always have 19 

been.  I know Commissioner Schwalm was passionate 20 

about.  Bob, thank you for your passion.  But if we 21 

could go forward, we're going to talk about this for 22 

the next two or three Commission meetings.  So I'd 23 

like to see more data if we're moving the needle.  24 

Thank you. 25 
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    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Thank you, 1 

Commissioner Foradora.  Do you have anything else?  2 

    COMMISSIONER FREDERICKS:  Mr. 3 

President, the opening paragraph, the last sentence 4 

in the opening paragraph is the Commission is 5 

proposing to change the Mentor Hunting Program to 6 

improve access to the program and expand hunting 7 

opportunities.  And if there's no further discussion 8 

on the item on the agenda, I would like to offer an 9 

amendment.  I'm not going to read the whole thing 10 

because it's three pages long and all it is a bunch 11 

of crossed out lines.  But I'd get right to the 12 

point.   13 

    And basically my proposal, I think is 14 

very fair, equitable.  It'll improve the program and 15 

provide additional opportunity for the kids.  And 16 

basically what it is, is the age limits stay the 17 

same.  So seven years of age and older, those 18 

mentees will get their big game tags for themselves. 19 

And the mentees under seven years old, everything 20 

will remain the same except they will be issued a 21 

fall turkey tag and a spring turkey tag.   22 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  All right, a 23 

motion. 24 

    COMMISSIONER SCHWALM:  Mr. President, 25 
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may I speak?   1 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Well, I have a 2 

motion.  You're making the motion, Denny? 3 

    COMMISSIONER FREDERICKS:  Yes.  4 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Do I have a second 5 

on that?   6 

    COMMISSIONER FREDERICKS:  Yeah, we 7 

need a second.   8 

    COMMISSIONER FORADORA:  I'll second 9 

that.  Was it a second down there?   10 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Do we have any 11 

discussion?  Any discussion on it?   12 

    Mr. Secretary, can you give a roll 13 

call vote on the amendment?   14 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Stanley Knick?  15 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  No. 16 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Mrs. Sankey? 17 

    COMMISSIONER SANKEY:  No. 18 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Commissioner 19 

DiMarco, yes - no. 20 

    Mr. Foradora?   21 

    COMMISSIONER FORADORA:  Yes.   22 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Mr. 23 

Fredericks? 24 

    COMMISSIONER FREDERICKS:  Yes. 25 
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    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Mrs. 1 

Koppenhafer? 2 

    COMMISSIONER KOPPENHAFER:  No. 3 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Mr. Mitrick?  4 

    COMMISSIONER MITRICK:  Yes. 5 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Mr. Pride? 6 

    COMMISSIONER PRIDE:  No.   7 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Mr. Schwalm?   8 

    COMMISSIONER SCHWALM:  No.   9 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  The amendment did 10 

not carry.   11 

    Mr. Secretary, would you call roll 12 

call vote on the original motion?   13 

call vote on the amendment?   14 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Commissioner 15 

Knick?  16 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Yes. 17 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Commissioner 18 

Sankey? 19 

    COMMISSIONER SANKEY:  Yes. 20 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Commissioner 21 

DiMarco, yes. 22 

    Commissioner Foradora?   23 

    COMMISSIONER FORADORA:  No.   24 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Commissioner 25 
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Fredericks? 1 

    COMMISSIONER FREDERICKS:  No. 2 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Commissioner 3 

Koppenhafer? 4 

    COMMISSIONER KOPPENHAFER:  Yes. 5 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Commissioner 6 

Mitrick?  7 

    COMMISSIONER MITRICK:  No. 8 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Commissioner 9 

Pride? 10 

    COMMISSIONER PRIDE:  Yes.   11 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Commissioner 12 

Schwalm?   13 

    COMMISSIONER SCHWALM:  Yes.  14 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  The total tally is 15 

six yeses and three no's.  The motion carries. 16 

    ATTORNEY MARTSON:  The next item for 17 

consideration.  On August 12th, 2025, the Commission 18 

finally adopted an amendment to Section 147.552 F 19 

that eliminated the four-coupon limit for any person 20 

participating in the harvest of white-tailed deer on 21 

any property covered by an agricultural deer control 22 

permit.  The text of this amendment failed to remove 23 

similar redundant text in Section 147.559.  The 24 

Commission is now proposing to amend Section 147.559 25 
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to eliminate the text prohibiting a person from 1 

using, possessing or attempting to use or possess 2 

more than four agricultural deer control permits for 3 

a specific permit area in any permit year.   4 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Do I have a motion? 5 

    COMMISSIONER PRIDE:  So moved.  6 

    COMMISSIONER SCHWALM: Second.   7 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Mr. Secretary, 8 

would you call a vote, please?  Or discussion.  Any 9 

discussion on it? 10 

    MR. DECOSKEY:  Mr. President, so this 11 

is basically a housekeeping measure.  I missed this 12 

when we proposed this at the last meeting.  So we're 13 

just trying to catch up and clarify the regulation.  14 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Thank you, Jason. 15 

    Mr. Secretary, would you call roll, 16 

please?   17 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those in favor 18 

of the stated motion, would you please signify by 19 

saying yes?   20 

AYES REPOND 21 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those opposed, 22 

no?   23 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Motion carries.   24 

    ATTORNEY MARTSON:  The next item can 25 
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be found on page six of your agenda.  And it comes 1 

from the Bureau of Wildlife Habitat Management.   2 

    State Game Land 339, a 17.88 acre 3 

tract of land donated to the Commission is the only 4 

State game land within Philadelphia County.  This 5 

property offers opportunities for bow hunting.  The 6 

Commission staff recommend designating SGL 339 as a 7 

special wildlife management area which is necessary 8 

to facilitate quality hunting opportunities.   9 

    The Commission, therefore, is 10 

proposing to amend Section 135.101 to designate the 11 

Poquessing Creek Wildlife Management Area as a 12 

special wildlife management area.   13 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Do we have a 14 

motion? 15 

    COMMISSIONER PRIDE:  So moved. 16 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO: Second. 17 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Any discussion?   18 

    COMMISSIONER PRIDE:  I just want to 19 

make a point with this, Mr. President.  One, as we 20 

heard during the staff reports, I mean, this is the 21 

first game land that we initially acquired in 22 

Philadelphia County and now really enhancing the 23 

management of this.  And I would believe that this 24 

is going to be the first of hopefully a number of 25 
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other properties that the agency looks to acquire in 1 

the city.  But I just want to make the point that in 2 

addition to the hunting aspect, and I've shared this 3 

in previous meetings, this is also an opportunity 4 

for us or we will be managing all of the wildlife 5 

that's there.   6 

    I mean, there are a number of parcels 7 

in Philadelphia that, you know, or similar 8 

situations that were being just not used for, not 9 

just the purposes intended, but just used in a way 10 

that I think any of us that are conservation minded 11 

wouldn't like to see.   12 

    So this is a really great step for 13 

the agency, I think first time in the history of the 14 

agency that we've acquired in Philadelphia.  So I 15 

want to, you know, commend the staff and what 16 

they've done and Pete for shepherding this parcel 17 

and connecting it with these other hunting 18 

opportunities.  I know we've got some other 19 

opportunities in that area.   20 

    So I just, you know, really commend 21 

the staff and the agency for moving ahead with this 22 

and continuing to support these acquisitions in 23 

these urban areas.   24 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Thank you, 25 
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Commissioner Pride. 1 

    Do we have any other comments or 2 

discussion?  None being heard.  Mr. Secretary, would 3 

you call for a vote, please?   4 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those in favor 5 

of the motion please signify by saying aye.   6 

AYES RESPOND 7 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those opposed, 8 

nay.  Motion carries.   9 

    ATTORNEY MARTSON:  The next item can 10 

be found on page eight of your agendas.   11 

    The Nature Conservancy is offering to 12 

donate 390.3 more or less acres of land in Penn Lake 13 

Park Borough, Luzerne County, adjacent to State Game 14 

Land Number 119.   15 

    The donation is subject to DCNR 16 

approval due to applicable grant funding 17 

requirements.  This property provides critical 18 

access to the existing State game land.  The eastern 19 

parcel will provide road frontage and access from 20 

Whitehaven Road and open 2,400 acres of previously 21 

inaccessible lands.   22 

    The western parcel will provide 23 

access from Hollenback Road.  The Commission 24 

currently has deeded access to roughly 75 percent of 25 



 
 

 

18 

Hollenback Road.  The Commission will have 100 1 

percent access to this road as a result of this 2 

donation as depicted on Exhibit RED 2.   3 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Do we have a 4 

motion? 5 

    COMMISSIONER SANKEY:  So moved. 6 

    COMMISSIONER SCHWALM:  Second. 7 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Any comments or 8 

discussion? 9 

    MR. HAYDT:  Mr. President.   10 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Yes, sir.   11 

    MR. HAYDT:  I'd just like to thank, 12 

formally thank the Nature Conservancy for being 13 

willing to donate this to us.  This is the third 14 

donation that the Nature Conservancy has offered to 15 

us in the last roughly two years.  So we're 16 

definitely appreciative of that.  And the access is 17 

a real story here.  Shoring up access on the major 18 

route running through there between Game Lands 119 19 

is the Pennsylvania Turnpike.  So it ensures access 20 

to the Game Lands 119 on both sides.   21 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Thank you.   22 

    Any comments and discussion?  None 23 

being heard, Mr. Secretary, would you call a vote 24 

please?   25 



 
 

 

19 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those in favor 1 

of the motion please signify by saying aye. 2 

AYES RESPODN 3 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those opposed, 4 

nay.  Motion carries.   5 

    ATTORNEY MARTSON:  The next item is 6 

found on page 12 of your agendas.  It is my 7 

understanding Director Haydt has a comment.   8 

    MR. HAYDT:  Thank you, Chief Counsel 9 

Martson.   10 

    The Bureau would like to ask that the 11 

Board table this acquisition at this time.  We have 12 

some additional work that needs to be done before 13 

it's ready to be finalized.   14 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Do we have a motion 15 

to table this? 16 

    COMMISSIONER KOPPENHAFFER:  So moved.  17 

    COMMISSIONER SCHWALM:  Second. 18 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Any comments or 19 

questions? 20 

    COMMISSIONER KOPPENHAFFER:  If I may, 21 

Mr. President. 22 

    Director Haydt, can you just kind of 23 

run us through?  I mean it looks on the surface like 24 

this hits all the priorities of the agency and 25 
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indenture to existing game lands.  Is there - I 1 

don't necessarily need to know what the additional 2 

work is that needs to be done, but kind of run us 3 

through why this 23.5 acres that the Laurel Mountain 4 

Energy is offering is so valuable to us as an 5 

agency.   6 

    MR. HAYDT:  Sure.  Yeah.  So as you 7 

know, so a priority for us is to acquire in-holdings 8 

and indentures.  You can see this clearly meets that 9 

specification.  Eighty-three (83) percent of the 10 

boundary of the parcel in question is ordered by 11 

State game lands.  So this would actually 12 

additionally help us to - as far as like surveying 13 

work and so forth, it actually made it easier on us. 14 

As you can see it actually shortens the amount of 15 

boundary.  I think you know those are, you know, 16 

being in-holding and actually lessening the amount 17 

of survey work that would need to be done and 18 

maintenance over time are kind of based attributes 19 

of this.   20 

    Additionally, this is previously 21 

mined over land which is not good for a lot of uses 22 

out there.  But it's obviously makes excellent 23 

wildlife habitat.   24 

    COMMISSIONER KOPPENHAFER:  Thank you.  25 
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    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Any other comments 1 

or discussion?  Mr. Secretary, would you call a 2 

vote, please? 3 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those in favor 4 

of the motion please signify by saying aye.   5 

AYES RESPOND 6 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those opposed, 7 

nay.  Motion carries.   8 

    ATTORNEY MARTSON:  The next item for 9 

consideration can be found on page 14 of your 10 

agendas.   11 

    Cheryl R. and Richard S. Lindholm, 12 

husband and wife and Lori J. Reed are offering 1,340 13 

more or less acres of subsurface oil, gas and 14 

mineral real estate located in and under State Game 15 

Land Number 143.  The option price is $469,000 lump 16 

sum to be paid from the Game Fund as authorized 17 

under Section 705C of the Game and Wildlife Code.   18 

    State Game Land Number 143 contains 19 

quality habitat for rough grouse as well as Blue Eye 20 

Run, a stocked trout stream.   21 

    By acquiring this interest in the 22 

subsurface estate, the Commission will have greater 23 

control over future development efforts that could 24 

impact the unique habitat on this game land.   25 
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    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Do we have a 1 

motion? 2 

    COMMISSIONER KOPPENHAFER:  So moved.  3 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Do I have a second? 4 

    COMMISSIONER SCHWALM:  Second.   5 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Any discussion, 6 

comments? 7 

    COMMISSIONER KOPPENHAFER:  If I may, 8 

Mr. President.   9 

    Director Haydt, just because this one 10 

happens to be in my backyard, it certainly piques my 11 

interest.  Any immediate plans from the agency as 12 

far as development of those?  I know that - I know 13 

there's pump jacks, you know, and existing oil and 14 

gas development on 143.  So just wondering what's in 15 

the immediate future there and kind of what you're 16 

doing about processes.   17 

    MR. HAYDT:  Sure.  This is mostly for 18 

us to help gain control of this.  You know, we own 19 

the surface.  It's for us to gain control of 20 

subsurface as well so we can control surface 21 

activities on the game land.  That's the primary 22 

reason we're going after this at this point.  There 23 

are no plans at this point to go after any kind of 24 

oil and gas development as it stands now.   25 
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    I will note that there are also 1 

aggregate operations around this game land.  So 2 

we're looking to protect obviously the surface of 3 

the game lands from any potential surface mining use 4 

in the future.   5 

    COMMISSIONER KOPPENHAFER:  Thank you.  6 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Any other comments? 7 

 Mr. Secretary, would you call a vote, please?   8 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those in favor 9 

of the motion, please signify by saying aye.   10 

AYES RESPOND 11 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those opposed, 12 

nay.  Motion carries.   13 

    ATTORNEY MARTSON:  The next item can 14 

be found on page 16 of your agendas.   15 

    Donna Reed and Ray H. Reed are 16 

offering six more or less acres of land in Howard 17 

Township, Center County, adjoining State Game Land 18 

Number 92 to the Commission in exchange for two more 19 

or less acres of land.  Excuse me, more or less 20 

acres of State Game Land 92 in Howard Township, 21 

Center County.   22 

    This exchange is authorized under 23 

Section 7231 of the Game and Wildlife Code.  24 

Commission staff determined the proposed exchange is 25 
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in the best interest of the Commission as it 1 

improves the integrity and manageability of State 2 

Game Land 92.  The Commission will retain an 3 

administrative right of way across the property.   4 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Do we have a 5 

motion?  6 

    COMMISSIONER SANKEY:  So moved.   7 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Do I have a second? 8 

    COMMISSIONER SCHWALM:  Second.   9 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Any discussion?   10 

    COMMISSIONER MITRICK:  I have a 11 

question.  Why are the Reeds so interested in that 12 

two acres?    13 

    MR. HAYDT:  Sure.  So they are 14 

looking to - so their property adjoins the game 15 

lands and they are looking to subdivide their 16 

property to their children or at least one of their 17 

children.  And there's stipulations in the Township 18 

and County there, Center County about subdivisions 19 

and having like, legal road frontage to do a 20 

subdivision.  So that's their main reason for coming 21 

to us looking for this exchange.   22 

    COMMISSIONER MITRICK:  Will we be 23 

losing any huntable land there as far as the hunt 24 

zone next to their land?   25 
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    MR. HAYDT:  No, it's - no, we - like 1 

the land we're exchanging, that wouldn't really be 2 

huntable land anyway.  There's.  There's a road.  3 

There's a road access to go there.  So most people 4 

wouldn't be using that, utilizing that two acres.   5 

    In addition, we're getting three to 6 

one on the exchange, so we're - you know, we're 7 

getting three times the number of game lands added 8 

up in that other section, so there's no anticipated 9 

adverse impacts to huntable land.   10 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Any other comments? 11 

 Mr. Secretary, would you call, please?   12 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those in 13 

favor, please signify by saying aye.   14 

AYES RESPOND 15 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those opposed, 16 

no.  Motion carries.   17 

    ATTORNEY MARTSON:  The next item for 18 

consideration can be found on page 18.   19 

    Flickerville Cross of Fulton County 20 

Foundation is offering to participate in an exchange 21 

of 16 more or less acres in Brush Creek and Belfast 22 

Townships, Fulton County, adjoining State Game Land 23 

Number 65 for 140 more or less acres of land in 24 

Washington, Penn and Union Townships, Snyder County, 25 
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adjoining State Game Land 212.   1 

    Flickerville Cross of Fulton County 2 

foundation will provide $31,200 towards the $275,000 3 

option price of the 140 more or less acres being 4 

offered by the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat 5 

Commission.  The Commission will pay the balance of 6 

$243,800 from the Commission's restricted account 7 

representing settlement costs from environmental 8 

damage claim brought by the Commonwealth.  Access is 9 

from Hidden Valley Road.   10 

    This exchange is authorized under 11 

Section 7231 of the Game and Wildlife Code. 12 

Commission staff determined the 140 more or less 13 

acres to be conveyed to the Commission is of greater 14 

value than the land to be conveyed to Flickerville 15 

Cross Fulton County Foundation and that the proposed 16 

exchange is in the best interest of the Commission.  17 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Do we have a 18 

motion?   19 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  So moved.   20 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Do we have a 21 

second? 22 

    COMMISSIONER SCHWALM:  Second.   23 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Any discussion?   24 

    COMMISSIONER SANKEY:  I was wondering 25 
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if you could give us a little bit of the background. 1 

 I know the background on this, but I'm not sure the 2 

other Commissioners do as well.   3 

    MR. HAYDT:  Sure.  So Flickerville 4 

Cross Foundation is a group of parishioners at 5 

Whip's Cove Church out there.  And they have - 6 

they've been using this section of game lands in the 7 

past for a cross ceremony.  They illuminated a cross 8 

on the hill at Easter time.  Easter timeframe.   9 

    So I think in the best interest of 10 

the Commission, we decided it would best for them to 11 

continue that tradition, for them to - for us to 12 

essentially exchange this land with them.  And then 13 

they - since they don't have land to exchange in 14 

reality, they're putting it towards another 15 

acquisition in the same region, so.   16 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Thank you.  Any 17 

other comments or discussion?  None to be heard.  18 

Mr. Secretary, would you call for a vote, please.   19 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those in 20 

agreement with the proposed motion please signify by 21 

saying aye.   22 

AYES RESPOND 23 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those opposed 24 

same sign. Motion carries.   25 
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    ATTORNEY MARTSON:  The next item 1 

we're considering can be found on page 22.   2 

    PPL Electric Utilities Corporation is 3 

offering 36 more or less acres of land in Hanover 4 

Township, Luzerne County adjoining State Game Land 5 

Number 207 in exchange for a 2.88 more or less acre 6 

nonexclusive right of way on State Game Land 207 to 7 

allow PPL better access to their electricity 8 

infrastructure.  9 

    This exchange is authorized under 10 

Section 723(1) of the Game and Wildlife Code.  PPL 11 

is accepting and reserving an electric line easement 12 

to support their continued operation and maintenance 13 

of electric lines and pertinent equipment located 14 

throughout the acreage being conveyed.   15 

    Commission staff determined that 36 16 

more or less acres to be conveyed to the Commission 17 

is of greater value than the 2.88 more or less acres 18 

right of way to be granted to PPL and that the 19 

proposed exchange is in the best interest of the 20 

Commission.   21 

    This exchange improves property 22 

integrity and manageability of State Game Land 23 

Number 207 by resolving numerous boundary line 24 

issues.   25 



 
 

 

29 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Do we have a 1 

motion? 2 

    COMMISSIONER SCHWALM:  So moved. 3 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Do we have a 4 

second? 5 

    COMMISSIONER MITRICK:  Second. 6 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Do we have any 7 

discussion, comments?  None being heard, Mr. 8 

Secretary, would you call for a vote, please?   9 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those in 10 

agreement with proposal please signify by saying 11 

aye.   12 

AYES REPSOND 13 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those opposed, 14 

nay.  The motion carries.   15 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Do we have any new 16 

business? 17 

    COMMISSIONER KOPPENHAFER:  Mr. 18 

President, if I may.  Perhaps this would have been 19 

more appropriate under discussion earlier.  But I 20 

think it's important to note with the change that 21 

was made with mentored youth, that that is not going 22 

to affect this year for this hunting season.  That 23 

would be, correct me if I'm wrong but that'll take 24 

effect next year.   25 
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    So just as a point of clarification 1 

as this gets out to our hunters so that they 2 

understand that if they haven't purchased a 3 

youngster's hunting license yet, go to Walmart 4 

tomorrow.  The rules that are in the digest are 5 

still in effect this year.  Next year is when these 6 

changes will take place and we'll be, you know, 7 

looking to our mentors to uphold everything that 8 

they've been upholding up to this point and continue 9 

to conducting themselves in a very responsible and 10 

ethical manner.  Being a mentor is a huge 11 

responsibility and a great tradition here in 12 

Pennsylvania.   13 

    COMMISSIONER FREDERICKS:  Mr. 14 

President, I'd like to add to that for everybody to 15 

keep in mind.  The final adoption won't take place 16 

until a second meeting and a second vote which I 17 

suppose would be January.   18 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Anything else?   19 

    COMMISSIONER PRIDE:  Mr. President, I 20 

just - I want to make mention something that a 21 

number of us have talked about before this meeting, 22 

but I just want to publicly acknowledge in my role 23 

as commissioner, the condolences to the family of a 24 

high school student that some of you may have heard 25 
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in West Bradford Township in Chester County lost his 1 

life in a deer accident this past Tuesday.  Very, 2 

very difficult situation in every way, shape and 3 

form.  And to myself and our State Senator, Carolyn 4 

Commita, whose district that is, we went to visit 5 

the parents last night, extending her condolences, 6 

but just a very difficult situation.  7 

    So I just, in my role as 8 

commissioner, but also personally want to 9 

acknowledge and extend condolences and ask those 10 

here with me to also do the same.   11 

    I mean, the job that our law 12 

enforcement and others do to, you know, continue to 13 

protect the public, I mean, this is one of those 14 

circumstances that we never want to see.   15 

    So I just wanted to, you know, 16 

publicly make this expression of condolences to the 17 

family and everyone that student's family has 18 

touched.  So not a way I wanted to end this meeting, 19 

but I feel like I had to put this forth publicly in 20 

this way.   21 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  Thank you very 22 

much, Commissioner Pride.  23 

    Anything else from the Board?  All 24 

right, our next Commissioner meeting will be January 25 
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31st, 2026.  Do we have a motion to adjourn? 1 

    COMMISSIONER SANKEY:  So moved.   2 

    COMMISSIONER KOPPENHAFER:  Second. 3 

    PRESIDENT KNICK:  All in favor?   4 

AYES RESPOND 5 

* * * * * * * * 6 

HEARING CONCLUDED AT 12:08 P.M. 7 

* * * * * * * * 8 

 9 
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CERTIFICATE 1 

 I hereby certify that the foregoing proceedings, 2 

a meeting of the PA Game Commission was reported by 3 

me on September 5, 2025 and that I, Jacob Hill, read 4 

this transcript and that I attest that this 5 

transcript is a true and accurate record of the 6 

proceeding. 7 

Dated the 25th day of September, 2025 8 

 9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

      Jacob Hill, 13 

     Court Reporters 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 


