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P R O C E E D I N G S 1 

----------------------------------------------------- 2 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Good afternoon, 3 

everyone.  We'll call to order the meeting of the 4 

Pennsylvania Game Commission for September.  First 5 

item on the agenda is, if we could all rise and say 6 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 7 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE RECITED 8 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Thank you.  Next 9 

item on the agenda is the roll call of Commissioners.  10 

    Mr. Secretary, if you could call the 11 

attendance. 12 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Scott Foradora?  13 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Here.    14 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Dennis 15 

Fredericks?  16 

    COMMISSIONER FREDERICKS:  Here.    17 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Allen DiMarco? 18 

  Here.  Stanley Knick?    19 

    COMMISSIONER KNICK:  Here.    20 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Kristen 21 

Koppenhafer?   22 

    COMMISSIONER KOPPENHAFER:  Here.    23 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Michael 24 

Mitrick?   25 
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    COMMISSIONER MITRICK:  Here.    1 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Todd Pride?    2 

    COMMISSIONER PRIDE:  Here.    3 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Haley Sankey?   4 

    COMMISSIONER SANKEY:  Here.    5 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Robert Schwalm?  6 

    COMMISSIONER SCHWALM:  Here.    7 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  All present, 8 

sir.  9 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Thank you, Mr.  10 

Secretary.   11 

    Okay, we'll start this meeting with 12 

public comment.   13 

    Steve, if you want to call - 14 

    MR. SMITH:  Sure. 15 

               PRESIDENT FORADORA:  - the people up? 16 

Thank you. 17 

    MR. SMITH:  First up we have Michael 18 

Riddle.   19 

PUBLIC COMMENT SPEAKERS 20 

    MR. SMITH:  Mr. President, that 21 

concludes public comment.   22 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Thank you, Steve. 23 

And thank you to all that presented.  Appreciate your 24 

time.   25 
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    Okay, the next item of the agenda is 1 

the approval of the Minutes of the meeting held  2 

July 12, 2024.  They've been circulated for your 3 

review.   4 

    Is there any additions or corrections 5 

to those minutes?   6 

    Hearing none.  Mr. Secretary, could 7 

you call the vote?   8 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Mr. Foradora?   9 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Yes, approve.   10 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Mr. Fredericks?  11 

    COMMISSIONER FREDERICKS:  Yes.   12 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Mr. DiMarco?  13 

Yes. Mr. Knick?   14 

    COMMISSIONER KNICK:  Yes.   15 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Mrs. 16 

Koppenhafer?  17 

    COMMISSIONER KOPPENHAFER:  Yes.   18 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Mr. Mitrick?   19 

    COMMISSIONER MITRICK:  Yes.   20 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Mr. Pride?   21 

    COMMISSIONER PRIDE:  Yes.   22 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Mrs. Sankey?   23 

    COMMISSIONER SANKEY:  Yes.   24 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Mr. Schwalm?   25 
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    COMMISSIONER SCHWALM:  Yes.   1 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  All yeses.  2 

Motion carries.   3 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Thank you, Mr. 4 

Secretary.   5 

    ATTORNEY RAUP:  All right.  That 6 

brings us to the main body of the agenda.  The first 7 

item up for consideration is from the Bureau of 8 

Wildlife Management, and it concerns the adopted 9 

rulemaking to amend 58 PA Code Section 133.21.   10 

    To effectively manage the wildlife 11 

resources of this Commonwealth, the Commission, at 12 

its July 12, 2024 meeting, amended Section 133.21 to 13 

update the common and scientific names of the 14 

Northern Goshawk to American Goshawk on the 15 

Commonwealth's list of endangered birds.   16 

    These changes do not affect the 17 

protection or management of Goshawks within this 18 

Commonwealth but updates the Commonwealth's list to 19 

reflect the current taxonomic resolution - excuse me, 20 

resolution of each species, maintaining the Agency's 21 

science-based approach to wildlife management.   22 

    This amendment is now before the 23 

Commission for final adoption.  The text of these 24 

amendments can be found on page three of your agenda.  25 
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    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Any questions  1 

or -?   2 

    Oh, excuse me, I'm ahead of myself.  3 

    Do we have a motion?  4 

    COMMISSIONER FREDERICKS:  So moved.   5 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  We have a motion. 6 

     Do we have a second?   7 

    COMMISSIONER KNICK:  Second.  8 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  We have a motion 9 

properly seconded.   10 

    Okay.  Now, is there any questions or 11 

comments or Dr. Schnupp, any comments from you?   12 

    Okay, hearing none.  Mr. Secretary, if 13 

you could call the vote.   14 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those in favor 15 

of the said motion? 16 

AYES RESPOND 17 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those opposed, 18 

the same sign.  Motion carries.   19 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Thank you.   20 

    ATTORNEY RAUP:  The next item up for 21 

consideration is from the Bureau of Wildlife 22 

Protection.  It concerns the adopted rulemaking to 23 

amend 58 PA Code Section 147.103. 24 

    To effectively manage the wildlife 25 
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resources of this Commonwealth, the Commission, at 1 

its July 12th, 2024 meeting, amended Section 147.103 2 

relating to classes to decrease the minimum age 3 

eligibility threshold for a general class falconry 4 

permit from 18 years of age to 16 years of age.   5 

    This amendment is now before the 6 

Commission for final adoption.  And the texts of 7 

these amendments can be found on page five of your 8 

agenda.   9 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Do we have a 10 

motion?   11 

    COMMISSIONER KNICK:  So moved. 12 

    COMMISSIONER FREDERICKS:  Second. 13 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Motion and a 14 

second.   15 

    Questions or comments?   16 

    Hearing none, Mr. Secretary, if you 17 

could call the vote, please.   18 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those in favor 19 

of the amendment as stated, please signify by saying 20 

aye.  21 

AYES RESPOND 22 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those opposed, 23 

no. Motion carries.   24 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Thank you.   25 
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    ATTORNEY RAUP:  And the next item up 1 

for consideration is from the Bureau of Wildlife 2 

Habitat Management and concerns Contract Number 40435 3 

in Lebanon County.   4 

    Lebanon County Beagle Club has 5 

declared a restriction that if the club ever ceases 6 

to exist, the property owned by the club, consisting 7 

of almost 203 acres, would be given to the 8 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania solely for the use of 9 

the Pennsylvania Game Commission, as shown on Exhibit 10 

Red 1 on page seven of your agenda.   11 

    This action does not take effect 12 

unless and until the club dissolves.  However, gifts 13 

are revocable in Pennsylvania until accepted and the 14 

club has requested the Commission to publicly accept 15 

the declaration of restrictions, which is on file in 16 

Lebanon County, where the club is located.  This 17 

would effectively make the gift of future interest 18 

irrevocable by future club members and ensure that 19 

the property would come to the Commonwealth upon 20 

dissolution of the club.   21 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Do we have a 22 

motion?   23 

    COMMISSIONER FREDERICKS:  So moved.   24 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Any second?   25 
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    COMMISSIONER KOPPENHAFER:  Second.  1 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Motion and 2 

second.   3 

    Discussion?  Okay, hearing no 4 

discussion.  Mr. Secretary, if you could call the 5 

vote?   6 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those in favor 7 

of the stated motion, please signify by saying aye.   8 

AYES RESPOND 9 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those opposed, 10 

same sign.  Motion carries.   11 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Thank you.   12 

    ATTORNEY RAUP:  The next item up for 13 

consideration concerns Contract Number 3882, 14 

involving State Game Lands 203 in Allegheny County.   15 

    Allegheny Land Trust is offering for 16 

sale 280 plus or minus acres of land in Indiana 17 

Township, Allegheny County, near State Game Land 203, 18 

as shown in Exhibit Red 2 on page nine of your 19 

agenda.   20 

    This offer is contingent upon ALT 21 

successfully closing on its acquisition of the 22 

property.  The option price is $1,295,000 lump sum to 23 

be paid from the Game Fund.  This parcel is located 24 

in a county of the second class, and, therefore, the 25 
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Commission may exceed $400 per acre as per Section 1 

705 of the Game and Wildlife Code.   2 

    This property meets a strategic 3 

priority of being near a large city, in this case 4 

Pittsburgh, that runs along Deer Creek, a stocked 5 

trout tributary of the Allegheny River.  It contains 6 

several species of greatest conservation need and it 7 

will preserve and provide a buffer for the Rachel 8 

Carson Trail.  Access is along the Cove Run Road.   9 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Do we have a 10 

motion?   11 

    COMMISSIONER KNICK:  So moved.   12 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Do we have a 13 

second? 14 

    COMMISSIONER SCHWALM:  Second.  15 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Motion and 16 

second.  Any discussion?   17 

    Dave if you’d like to make a comment? 18 

    MR. GUSTAFSON:  Thank you, Mr. 19 

President.  I'd just like to say that, you know, this 20 

is indicative of our strategies of land acquisition. 21 

 They're very targeted.  We've been working really 22 

hard to try to find some suitable, valuable lands in 23 

Allegheny County, near our population centers, closer 24 

to people.   25 
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    I'd like to say thanks to Kathy 1 

Mummert, Ken Duren and the real estate team, their 2 

work with Allegheny Land Trust, because if you 3 

notice, historically, a lot of these types of 4 

properties, we’re only able to go after them with 5 

partners.  And Allegheny Land Trust led the charge on 6 

this with this agreement and brought us in as the 7 

ultimate owner down the line.  So we're very thankful 8 

for our partners.   9 

    I think this will generate a lot of 10 

interest.  When we climb to the top of the hill on 11 

this property, you can see the City of Pittsburgh.  12 

So pretty special piece of property.   13 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Thank you, Dave. 14 

And thank you to your team, and I really appreciate 15 

it.  It will help allow more access to the urban 16 

population.  So,  thank you.   17 

    Any other questions?   18 

    COMMISSIONER PRIDE:  I have a 19 

question, Scott.   20 

    Dave, who's the owner of the property 21 

either currently or before Allegheny acquires it? 22 

    MR. GUSTAFSON:  It’s privately held.  23 

Yes. 24 

    COMMISSIONER PRIDE:  And just to kind 25 
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of tag to that.  I mean, with what Allegheny is doing 1 

with this.  I know we've talked a lot about some of 2 

the opportunities down in the southeast area.  You 3 

know, just kind of a point.   4 

    It could be an opportunity, given the 5 

number of land trusts that are down in our southeast 6 

area to potentially access, you know, through 7 

acquisition or donation or something, something we 8 

should look at.  I know we've got one county that 9 

doesn't have a game land in it that I'm actively 10 

looking at in Delaware County.  So just something to 11 

think about as an opportunity.   12 

    MR. GUSTAFSON:  Absolutely.   13 

    COMMISSIONER PRIDE:  That's it. 14 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Any other 15 

questions?   16 

    Okay, Mr. Secretary, if you could call 17 

the vote. 18 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those in favor 19 

of the stated motion, please signify by saying yes.   20 

AYES RESPOND 21 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those opposed, 22 

no. Motion carries.   23 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Thank you.   24 

    ATTORNEY RAUP:  The next item up for 25 
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consideration concerns Contract Number L3883 1 

involving State Game Land 80 in Berks County.  The 2 

Conservation Fund is offering for sale 116 acres of 3 

land in Bethel Township, Berks County, adjacent to 4 

State Game Land 80, as shown on Exhibit Red 3 on page 5 

11 of your agenda.   6 

    This offer is contingent upon TCF 7 

successfully closing on its acquisition of the 8 

property.  The option price is $500,000 lump sum to 9 

be paid from the Game Fund.  The parcel improves 10 

property integrity and manageability by providing 11 

access to the existing game lands, and, therefore, 12 

the Commission may exceed $400 per acre as per 705 of 13 

the Game and Wildlife Code.   14 

    It contains several species of 15 

greatest conservation need.  And the 500 Steps Trail 16 

has an easement on the property to access the 17 

Appalachian Trail.  Access is along State Route 501, 18 

Lancaster Avenue.   19 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Do we have a 20 

motion?    21 

    COMMISSIONER FREDERICKS:  So moved.   22 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Second? 23 

    COMMISSIONER SCHWALM:  Second. 24 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Motion and a 25 
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second.  Discussion?   1 

    MR. GUSTAFSON:  I'll just say another 2 

one with a great partner that we do a lot of things 3 

with down in Berks County.  Not quite down in 4 

Delaware County yet, but southeast anyway.  Again, 5 

close to people and a high priority for us.   6 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Thank you to you 7 

and your staff.   8 

    Any other questions? 9 

    COMMISSIONER KNICK:  David, I have a 10 

question.  It says the property has access to the 11 

Appalachian Trail.  Is the Showers 500 Steps Trail, 12 

is that the Appalachian Trail or is that different?   13 

    MS. MUMMERT:  I'm sorry, the 500 Steps 14 

Trail will lead you to the Appalachian Trail.  So 15 

there is going to be parking for the people that want 16 

to use the 500 Steps Trail.  And as soon as you get 17 

to our Game Lands, that’s where the Appalachian Trail 18 

then goes across.   19 

    COMMISSIONER KNICK:  Okay. 20 

    MS. MUMMERT:  I didn’t designate it on 21 

that.  I’m sorry. 22 

    COMMISSIONER KNICK:  That’s all right. 23 

Thanks.  I have a question on this previous property, 24 

the Beagle Club donation.  It shows a picture of 25 
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where it's located.  It says it's in Lebanon County. 1 

Then it shows State Game - this is on page seven.  It 2 

shows State Game Lands 80 in the upper corner of the 3 

pictures.   4 

    This is the same State Game Lands or 5 

are – is there a couple different - is the one on 6 

page 11?   7 

    So are there different parts of the 8 

State Game Lands 80?  9 

    MR. GUSTAFSON:  Correct.  As many of 10 

our State Game Lands have multiple disconnected 11 

parcels, Game Lands 80 is one of those that has some 12 

of those parcels.  13 

    COMMISSIONER KNICK: Thanks. 14 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Other questions? 15 

     Okay.  Mr. Secretary, if you'd call 16 

the vote, please.   17 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those in favor 18 

of the stated motion, please signify by saying yes.   19 

AYES RESPOND 20 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those opposed, 21 

no.     Mr. President, motion carries.   22 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Thank you.   23 

    ATTORNEY RAUP:  The next item up for 24 

consideration concerns Contract Number 3884.  State 25 
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Game Lands 157 in Bucks County.  Natural Lands Trust, 1 

NLT, is offering for sale four plus or minus acres of 2 

land in Haycock Township, Bucks County, an indenture 3 

in State Game Land 157, as shown on Exhibit Red 4 on 4 

page 13 of your agenda.   5 

    This offer is contingent upon NLT 6 

successfully closing on its acquisition of the 7 

property.  The option price is $52,000 lump sum to be 8 

paid from the Game Fund.   9 

    The parcel is an indenture to the 10 

State Game Land Number 157 and, therefore, the 11 

Commission may exceed $400 per acre, as per 705 of 12 

the Game and Wildlife Code.  Access is through 13 

existing State Game Land 157.   14 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Do we have a 15 

motion? 16 

    COMMISSIONER KNICK:  So moved.   17 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Second? 18 

    COMMISSIONER FREDERICKS:  Second.  19 

     PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Thank you.  20 

Motion is seconded.   21 

    Discussion, comments? 22 

    COMMISSIONER KNICK:  David, I have a 23 

question.  It shows that there's four acres there, 24 

and there's still a dark spot in the middle.  I 25 
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assume that - that we do not own that?   1 

    MR. GUSTAFSON:  Correct.  Still 2 

privately held.   3 

    COMMISSIONER KNICK:  Is there any 4 

possibility of obtaining that or -? 5 

    MR. GUSTAFSON:  We'd like to think 6 

there's always possibilities to work with partners to 7 

acquire places like that.  As you all know, interiors 8 

like that are high priority targets for us.  So we 9 

would certainly be interested in working with the 10 

owners there to come to some sort of arrangement.   11 

    COMMISSIONER KNICK:  Thank you.   12 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Other questions? 13 

     If not, Mr. Secretary, could you call 14 

the vote, please?   15 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those in favor 16 

of the stated vote, please signify by saying yes.  17 

AYES RESPOND  18 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those opposed, 19 

no.       20 

    Mr. President, motion carries.   21 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Thank you.   22 

    ATTORNEY RAUP:  The next item up for 23 

consideration concerns Contract Number L3885, 24 

involving State Game Land 139 in Bucks County.  25 
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Natural Lands Trust, NLT, is offering for sale 1.9, 1 

plus or minus acres of land in East Rock Hill 2 

Township, Bucks County, an indenture into State Game 3 

Land 139, as shown on Exhibit Red 5 on page 15 of 4 

your agenda.   5 

    This offer is contingent upon NLT 6 

successfully closing on its acquisition of the 7 

property.  The option price is $27,000 lump sum to be 8 

paid from the Game Fund.  The parcel is an indenture 9 

in the State Game Land 139 and, therefore, the 10 

Commission may exceed $400 per acre, as per Section 11 

705 of the Game and Wildlife Code.  Access is through 12 

existing State Game Land 139.   13 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Do we have a 14 

motion?   15 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  So moved. 16 

    COMMISSIONER FREDERICKS:  Second. 17 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Motion and 18 

second.  Discussion?  Comments?  Okay.   19 

    Hearing none, Mr. Secretary, call the 20 

vote, please.   21 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those in favor 22 

of the stated motion, please signify by saying yes.   23 

AYES RESPOND 24 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those opposed, 25 
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no.       1 

    Mr. President, motion carries.   2 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Thank you.   3 

    ATTORNEY RAUP:  The next item up for 4 

consideration concerns Contract Number 3886, 5 

involving State Game Land 77 in Clearfield County.  6 

The City of DuBois and DuBois City Water Authority 7 

are offering 204 plus or minus acres of land located 8 

in Union and Houston Townships, Clearfield County, 9 

adjoining State Game Land 331, as shown on Exhibit 10 

Red 6 on page 17 of your agenda.  11 

    In exchange for 187 plus or minus 12 

acres of land in Sandy Township, Clearfield County, 13 

adjoining State Game Land number 77, as shown on 14 

Exhibit 7 on page 18 of your agenda.  There is no 15 

access to this 187-acre tract, as it is landlocked 16 

and separated from the rest of State Game Land 77 by 17 

Interstate 80.   18 

    The Commission determined that the 19 

exchange with the City of DuBois and the DuBois City 20 

Water Authority is in the best interest of the 21 

Commission.   22 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Do we have a 23 

motion?   24 

    COMMISSIONER KNICK:  So moved.   25 
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    COMMISSIONER FREDERICKS:  Second. 1 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Motion and a 2 

second.  Discussion?  Comments?   3 

    I have a comment.  I’m from close to 4 

this area and they have very good trade.  You now, 5 

quite familiar -.  Not very usable land and you got a 6 

nice piece contingent to a large game land.   7 

    MR. GUSTAFSON:  Yes, and just by way 8 

of reference, the land we're getting is only about 9 

seven air-miles away from the land we're trading 10 

away, so you can't put fit all on the same map, but 11 

it's really - it's not that far away, so -.   12 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Thank you.  Any 13 

other questions or comments?   14 

    Mr. Secretary, please call the vote.  15 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those in favor 16 

of the stated vote, please signify by saying yes.   17 

AYES RESPOND 18 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those opposed, 19 

no?       20 

    Mr. President, motion carries.   21 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Thank you, Mr. 22 

Secretary.   23 

    ATTORNEY RAUP:  You may have seen that 24 

there were a number of inserts provided at the front 25 
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of the room.  We are now going to move forward with 1 

the consideration concerning Contract Number L3888, 2 

involving State Game Land 79, Indiana County.  This 3 

is shown as an informational item, subject to certain 4 

limitations.  58 PA Code Section 135.241 authorizes 5 

the Director to bid on real estate, oil, gas or 6 

mineral rights at auction or tax sale, and to request 7 

down payment checks to bid on property at auction.   8 

    Successful bids must be made known to 9 

the general public at the next regularly scheduled 10 

meeting of the Board of Commissioners.  On July 26, 11 

2024, Executive Director Stephen Smith notified the 12 

Board of the Commissioners of the pending repository 13 

tax sale of August 27, 2024, and the urgent need to 14 

react to the sale of coal rights located under a 15 

portion of State Game Land 79.   16 

    On August 28, 2024, the Commission was 17 

a successful bidder on the coal rights being offered 18 

for at tax sale by Richard G. McHenry, et al. and 19 

John D. Stewart, et al. and George B. McHenry, et al.  20 

    The coal rights are located in 21 

Buffington Township, Indiana County, and under a 22 

portion of State Game Land 79, as shown on Exhibit 23 

Red 8 on the next page of your insert.  The 24 

subsurface rights encompass 164 plus or minus acres 25 
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and was acquired with a successful bid of $3,115.  1 

The lump sum is to be paid from the Game Fund.   2 

    As stated, this is an informational 3 

item only, therefore, no action by the Board is 4 

required.   5 

    The next item is also an insert, again 6 

provided at the front of the room.  This concerns 7 

Contract Number L3887, involving State Game Land 303 8 

in Washington County.  For Green JEMLP is offering 9 

264 plus or minus acres of land in Jefferson 10 

Township, Washington County, adjacent to State Game 11 

Land Number 303, as shown in the Exhibit Red 9 of the 12 

next page of your insert.   13 

    The option price is $738,000 lump sum 14 

to be paid from the Game Fund.  The parcel will be 15 

used to access existing landlocked Game Lands and, 16 

therefore, the Commission may exceed $400 per acre as 17 

specified under 705 of the Game and Wildlife Code.   18 

    This parcel will improve property 19 

integrity and manageability by providing critical 20 

access to an otherwise inaccessible portion of State 21 

Game Land 303.  It will also double the size of the 22 

existing Game Lands.  Oil and gas rights have been 23 

reserved.  Access is from Shades of Death Road.  24 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Do we have a 25 
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motion?   1 

    COMMISSIONER FREDERICKS:  So moved. 2 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Second?  3 

    COMMISSIONER KNICK:  Second.  4 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  We have a motion 5 

and second.  Discussion or questions?  Hearing none. 6 

     Mr. Secretary, please call the vote.   7 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those in favor 8 

of the stated motion, please signify by saying yes.   9 

AYES RESPOND 10 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those opposed, 11 

no?       12 

    Mr. President, motion carries.   13 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Thank you.   14 

    ATTORNEY RAUP:  Now returning to page 15 

20 of the agenda and the next item up for 16 

consideration is bituminous coal surface mining 17 

agreement for Tract 198A-24 of State Game Lands 198 18 

in Cambria and Blair Counties.   19 

    RES Coal, LLC, RES of Armagh, 20 

Pennsylvania requested an agreement to surface mine 21 

and remove coal from approximately 117 plus or minus 22 

acres beneath a portion of State Game Land 198, 23 

located in Cresson Township, Cambria County and 24 

Juniata Township, Blair County, as shown in Exhibit 25 
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OGM 1 on page 21 of your agenda.   1 

    The request also includes 2 

approximately nine plus or minus acres for mining 3 

support area.  The Commission owns the surface and 4 

surface support rights but does not own the coal 5 

rights.  RES has secured a lease with the coal owner.  6 

    The Commission negotiated the proposed 7 

terms of the agreement with RES to offset the surface 8 

impacts to State Game Land 198.  The terms are an 9 

eight year surface mining agreement and payment of 10 

$3,200,000.  The payment will be made in equal annual 11 

installments over the first four years commencing 12 

upon issuance of the surface mine permit.  Payments 13 

will be deposited in the Commission's restricted 14 

account for future purchase of wildlife habitats, 15 

lands and other uses incidental to hunting, fur 16 

taking and wildlife resource management.   17 

    In addition, RES will pay the 18 

Commission $475,007 towards a road construction 19 

project that will provide public access to this 20 

portion of State Game Land Number 198, for which none 21 

currently exists.   22 

    RES will also pay the Commission 25 23 

cents a ton for any coal mined from the adjacent 24 

property not owned by the Commission as part of its 25 
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operation and transported across State Game Land 198. 1 

     Additionally, RES will pay the 2 

Commission current market value as determined at 3 

double stumpage rate assessed by the Commission for 4 

any timber removed as a result of the mining project.  5 

    These collective payments will be 6 

directly deposited into the Game Fund.  Mining 7 

activities will be regulated by the Commonwealth's 8 

mining regulations and the Commission's bituminous 9 

coal surface mining agreement.  10 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Do we have any 11 

motion?   12 

    COMMISSIONER KNICK:  So moved. 13 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Is there a 14 

second? 15 

    COMMISSIONER SCHWALM:  Second. 16 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  We have a motion 17 

and a second.  Comments?  Questions?   18 

    Dave, if you’d like to explain a 19 

little bit. 20 

    MR. GUSTAFSON:  Yeah, so just a couple 21 

things to make clear.  We do not own the coal rights 22 

under this portion of Game Lands.   23 

    As often happens, and as evidenced by 24 

the notational or the informational item that we just 25 
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saw, where we went out and purchased coal rights 1 

under a Game Lands to rejoin them with our surface 2 

ownership, we have these situations all across game 3 

lands in the state where we may own the surface but 4 

not own the subsurface rights, whether it's coal, 5 

oil, natural gas, things like that.      6 

    So we are going to be subject to 7 

suffering these impacts one way or another.  So I 8 

can't say thank you enough to our team and the OGM 9 

Division.  They've worked with Robindale RES Coal for 10 

probably the better part of a year to come to an 11 

arrangement where the impacts to the game land 12 

surface and the users of our State Game Lands are 13 

going to be fairly compensated for that.   14 

    So that's where the payments for the 15 

surface mitigation come in, the additional payments 16 

for any wheelage of coal that will come across Game 17 

Lands from offsite and other landowners and any 18 

timber that has to be removed.  They were also 19 

willing to work with us to help us create a new road 20 

access into that portion of the game land, where we 21 

currently have none.  So trying to make the - trying 22 

to make the lemonade, so to speak, out of the lemons 23 

that we get dealt sometimes with the varied ownership 24 

of assets.   25 
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    So, yeah, just thanks to the team for 1 

putting together what we believe to be a very strong 2 

deal for the benefit of wildlife and sportsmen.   3 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Thank you.   4 

    Questions?   5 

    COMMISSIONER KOPPENHAFER:  One more.  6 

Dave, who's going to handle the road construction 7 

project?  Are we doing that in house or that 475,000 8 

that they’re putting towards that?   9 

    MR. GUSTAFSON:  We will handle the 10 

specification design layout.  So that's why they're 11 

sending the money to us, essentially to contribute 12 

towards the project.  We will likely contract that 13 

out.  There may be portions of that that will be done 14 

inhouse with our own habitat management crews, but 15 

likely for a road like that, it’ll get contracted 16 

out, but we'd like to be in control of how that 17 

happens.   18 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Commissioner 19 

Pride? 20 

    COMMISSIONER PRIDE:  Yeah.  Dave, what 21 

do you see as the range of the surface impact 22 

possibilities?   23 

    MR. GUSTAFSON:  I would say likely a 24 

complete turnover.  In that red hashed area, and 25 
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additionally, the mining area extends further than 1 

our boundary, so onto neighboring landowners.  As 2 

coal rights parcels often don't end or start where 3 

surface parcel lines are, they're often crossing 4 

multiples.   5 

    So to be clear, also, if you can see 6 

on that map, it shows to the south an old strip mine 7 

area that even shows up on the topo map.  The area 8 

immediately to the west of the red hashed area is 9 

currently being mined now.  So that has all been 10 

essentially turned upside down.  So we're looking at 11 

the future of this landscape, going from a forested 12 

landscape to likely a grassland habitat landscape.   13 

    COMMISSIONER PRIDE:  Okay, great.  14 

Thank you.  15 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Other questions? 16 

     If not, Mr. Secretary, could you call 17 

the vote, please?   18 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those in favor 19 

of the stated motion, please signify by saying yes.   20 

AYES RESPOND 21 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Those opposed, 22 

no.       23 

    Mr. President, motion carries.   24 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Thank you, Mr. 25 
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Secretary.  Thank you, Dave, for your team and your 1 

efforts.  Appreciate it.   2 

    Okay, next agenda item is other new 3 

business.  The first thing that we'd like to do under 4 

other new business is invite Jason Decoskey, the head 5 

of the Wildlife Protection Bureau.  Jason is going to 6 

give us an overview.  The Commissioners asked Jason 7 

to give an overview both for us and the public on 8 

agricultural depredation permits and what's available 9 

to the agricultural community.   10 

    So Jason, go ahead.  11 

    MR. DECOSKEY:  Thank you.  All right, 12 

starting over.   13 

    I just want to give a summation of the 14 

laws and regulations that deal with agricultural deer 15 

control and some of the options that our farmers have 16 

to manage deer.  A lot of these are underutilized, 17 

and you'll see that in the numbers that I present.  18 

So going forward, currently there's five options for 19 

landowners.  The first two, destruction for 20 

agricultural protection and depredation permits to 21 

subpermitees.  22 

    Those are found in the statutory law. 23 

And I'll go over all five of these as I go through my 24 

slideshow here.  But the next two, agriculture deer 25 
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control AG, and deer management assistance program.  1 

Those are both regulatory matters that as Board 2 

members you can change, if you chose to.  And then of 3 

course we're all familiar with the regular season and 4 

how we hunt for, in this case, deer.   5 

    But just keep in mind these AG deer 6 

control measures, the statutory law does not - it's 7 

not specifically for deer, so any changes to that 8 

statutory law will also affect other big game 9 

species, such as elk and bear and turkey.   10 

    All right.  So for the first one, this 11 

is what we typically call crop damage.  So Title 34, 12 

Chapter 21 goes into what farmers can do for 13 

destruction.  14 

    In that section or in that statute, it 15 

talks about a person.  A person is defined in Section 16 

2121(c) as those who cultivate, as a primary means of 17 

gaining a livelihood, any lands for general or 18 

specialized crop purposes.  A person may take 19 

wildlife that they engaged in - that they see engaged 20 

in material destruction of cultivated crops 21 

immediately following destruction, or where their 22 

presence may cause reasonable apprehension of 23 

additional imminent destruction.   24 

    Once they qualify - once qualified as 25 
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a person, the District Game Warden must inspect the 1 

property for compliance with this section.  This will 2 

be accomplished via invitation from the person 3 

seeking an exemption under the statute.   4 

    So basically, as it is now, the 5 

farmers will call our centralized dispatch and 6 

request to be able to shoot for crop damage.  And 7 

this is the invitation that our Game Wardens will 8 

pursue.  9 

    The other section in here, as we talk 10 

about a person, it says a primary means of gaining a 11 

livelihood through cultivation of the land.  There's 12 

a lot of discussion of what exactly does it mean by a 13 

primary means of a livelihood.  Does it have to be 14 

the primary means of a livelihood?  No, it should be 15 

enough that they have to report their income on 16 

taxes, so it is a sizable amount that they make off 17 

of their land.  But it's not the only income that 18 

these farmers receive.   19 

    Agricultural producers or employees 20 

can shoot any deer at any time, no limit.  So as an 21 

agency, we need to do a little bit better work on, 22 

you know, keeping track of how many deer are shot for 23 

crop damage.  And I believe that's going to be a 24 

future discussion, at least from my end, from law 25 
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enforcement, talking with the regions and our 1 

personnel.   2 

    And I'll get over some of the numbers 3 

we do have.  But crop damage is one of those issues 4 

where the farmers report directly to the officer, and 5 

that's the report.  There's no paperwork or anything 6 

after that.  The officers are the ones that receive 7 

those deer reports.   8 

    So I'll have to come up with a better 9 

way to keep track of that.  Unlimited deer of either 10 

sex can be removed year-round, any time of the day or 11 

night.  This includes spotlights, this includes 12 

safety zones.  This is one of the greatest avenues 13 

that I think a lot of farmers are using, but not to 14 

the full intent.  They have the capability there.  15 

And the next part will add to this.   16 

    And as I go through this slide 17 

presentation, all these programs can add to each 18 

other, to effectively say you can shoot deer year 19 

round, if you're receiving damages, so -.  Those 20 

eligible, like I said earlier, must prove that the 21 

cultivated lands are a primary means of gaining a 22 

livelihood.  And two, provide satisfactory evidence 23 

that the material damage to crops was done by deer.   24 

    So we do have farmers that get other 25 



 
 

 

35 

types of crop damage from other animals, and we just 1 

need to validate that, that it is a deer.  We do have 2 

bear damage.  We have all these other types of 3 

issues.  Elk cause damage.  You name it, it can cause 4 

damage.  So we need to validate their claims.   5 

    Any deer killed must be reported to 6 

the Commission within 24 hours and field dressed.  So 7 

we don't want these deer -.  A lot of these deer are 8 

being shot during the summer months.  It doesn't take 9 

long for deer to spoil.  We want to make use of that 10 

deer, if we can get them to a food bank, if we can 11 

get them to a needy family.  That's why we need these 12 

deer field dressed, so our officers have the time to 13 

recover them and take them to the places to get full 14 

use out of them.   15 

    If an eligible person allows public 16 

access to hunting on their property, then they can 17 

keep one deer carcass for their consumption.  They 18 

must surrender the hide - the hide and head to 19 

include antlers and the full carcass of all deer 20 

beyond their one allowed carcass to the Commission.  21 

Again, that's statutory.  If your land is not open to 22 

hunting, you cannot keep that.  You have to turn over 23 

all the carcasses.   24 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Jason, statutory, 25 



 
 

 

36 

for - 1 

    MR. DECOSKEY:  Statutory -. 2 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  - the public 3 

listening is - define what that is.   4 

    MR. DECOSKEY:  So statutory law would 5 

require a legislative change to the law.  So yes, the 6 

Board can take questions and give their input to the 7 

legislatures - for then legislators to make the 8 

change.  That's about all the Board can do.    9 

  The Board can do regulatory matters, which we'll 10 

get into here shortly, very shortly and - but 11 

statutory will take legislation to change.   12 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Thank you, Jason.  13 

    MR. DECOSKEY:  Yeah. 14 

    Okay.  The second part, this is adding 15 

on to the crop damage by farmers.  Agriculture 16 

damage, depredation permits to subpermitees. 17 

    So agricultural producers can identify 18 

two people to shoot any deer at anyone - at any time, 19 

to include any limit.  So basically, this permit 20 

extends that person definition to two additional 21 

people that the farmer may seek to help them shoot 22 

for depredation.   23 

    So whatever the farmer could shoot, 24 

these two additional people or subpermittees, by the 25 
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regulation, will allow them to shoot at any time at 1 

night, to include safety zones.  And they have to 2 

report just like the farmers.  They, however, cannot 3 

keep deer for their consumption.  Everything is a 4 

hundred percent turned over to the local State Game 5 

Warden.   6 

    There is a maximum of two subpermitees 7 

per permit, unless approved by the State Game Warden.  8 

If you can document that you need further assistance, 9 

it's a large farm or it's just you can't get enough 10 

help continuously, you can document that and provide 11 

it to the State Game Warden.  They may grant you a 12 

waiver to increase that from two to three to whatever 13 

number they deem fit.   14 

    As I said, subpermitees can shoot at 15 

any deer at any time.  Subpermitees must report any 16 

deer taken, just like the farmers, but must surrender 17 

an entire carcass, including the head, hide with the 18 

antlers.  The application is through the State Game 19 

Warden.  There are some other cursory regulations 20 

that could go with this, because our officers will be 21 

checking to make sure these two additional 22 

subpermittees meet all the other requirements of the 23 

regulations set forth.   24 

    And I highlighted that up in yellow on 25 
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the screen.  So even though this is established 1 

statutorily, the majority of that language up there 2 

is regulatory.  So that means that the Board can make 3 

adjustments to that, as they seem fit.   4 

    But currently you would think a lot of 5 

people would be taking advantage of this program. 6 

Throughout the state, right now, as of yesterday, 7 

there's only 31 permits.  Like I said, this is an 8 

underutilized aspect of deer depredation.  9 

    And those permits are broken down up 10 

there.  There's eight in the northwest, four in the 11 

southwest, one in the northeast and 18 in the 12 

southeast.  So -.  13 

    COMMISSIONER KOPPENHAFER:  May I ask a 14 

question real quick?   15 

    MR. DECOSKEY:  Yes. 16 

    COMMISSIONER KOPPENHAFER: So in those 17 

bullet points you had there below number two, are 18 

those all regulatory in nature underneath?   19 

    DIRECTOR DECOSKEY:  Yes.  Yes.  So 20 

where it starts, where there is a maximum of two 21 

subpermitees -.  Yeah, down - yeah, because what the 22 

statutory law allows is the Game Commission to create 23 

a permit to allow for this.  24 

    COMMISSIONER KOPPENHAFER:  Okay. 25 
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    MR. DECOSKEY:  That language up there 1 

is what the agency created to perform that permit.   2 

    COMMISSIONER KOPPENHAFER:  And so 3 

under this slide, the property has to be open for 4 

public access programs for two years, with those 5 

exceptions of 5C and 5D.  However, on your previous 6 

slide, where the farmer would be shooting deer on his 7 

own, that provision is not in there. 8 

    Is that correct?  9 

    MR. DECOSKEY:  That’s correct.  10 

    COMMISSIONER KOPPENHAFER:  Okay. 11 

    MR. DECOSKEY:  Going on to AG tags.   12 

    Now, the AG tag is - was formerly 13 

known as the red tag up until a couple years ago.  So 14 

agricultural producers can enlist licensed hunters to 15 

remove antlerless deer outside of the regular deer 16 

season.  So this is during the summer months and then 17 

late winter time period into spring, August 1st 18 

through September 15th, and then again February 1st 19 

through April 15th.   20 

    As I go through the AG tags, these are 21 

all regulatory in mind.  These are not statutory.  22 

Therefore, the Board could take action, if they chose 23 

to change or add anything to it.   24 

    Application, again, is through the 25 
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local Game Warden.  This is a voluntary program and 1 

is in similar fashion to DMAP, in that an eligible 2 

person qualified under Section 2121(c), which is 3 

where you get the definition of person, may enroll in 4 

a program and receive one coupon per five cultivated 5 

acres under their control.  The applicant can then 6 

grant up to four coupons to each licensed hunter to 7 

be redeemed for an antlers license to hunt only on 8 

the property for which the coupon was allocated for.  9 

    Again, we don't - we want this on that 10 

specific property.  We want those antlerless deer 11 

removed off that specific property for this AG tag to 12 

work.   13 

    This program differs in that season 14 

dates are exclusively outside of DMAP season, thus 15 

allowing the take of antlerless deer nearly all 16 

calendar year long by licensed hunter, if enrolled in 17 

both programs.   18 

    Again, AG tag, you would think a lot 19 

of people will be jumping on this.  Last year was 20 

reported 3,933 antlerless deer taken statewide during 21 

that season.  So we need to get the word out about 22 

these programs.  23 

    COMMISSIONER PRIDE:  Jason, I have a 24 

question on that one real quick. 25 
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    MR. DECOSKEY:  Yes. 1 

    COMMISSIONER PRIDE:  With the two 2 

segments of the season, the August 1st and September 3 

15th, do you know what the percentage in terms of the 4 

3,933 would be?  I mean, is it 50/50 or do you have a 5 

sense of, you know, which segment of the season? 6 

    MR. DECOSKEY:  I do not know the 7 

answer to that.  And I'm looking at the experts in 8 

the crowd.  They're -.  I'll have to get back to you, 9 

Commissioner.   10 

    COMMISSIONER PRIDE:  Thank you. 11 

    MR. DECOSKEY:  Again, the AG tag. You 12 

can get these for $1.97.  Once you get the coupon, 13 

that's all that charges.  And that is just the 14 

processing of the licensing program.   15 

    DMAP.  DMAP stands for Deer Management 16 

Assistance Program.  DMAP permits are used during the 17 

regular deer season and using the same rules and 18 

regulations covering regular deer season.  An example 19 

is the implements, the rifles, the ammunition, the 20 

orange requirements.  It's just like hunting season, 21 

just with more tags.   22 

    Landowners apply annually by July 1st. 23 

First time applicants must apply on paper, but there 24 

is an online renewal option for subsequent years.  25 
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We're trying to make this as easy as possible for 1 

landowners to sign up for this.   2 

    Hunters are responsible for reporting 3 

harvests and no harvests.  That way we can keep track 4 

of what exactly is working, what's not working, and 5 

then we can tweak it.   6 

    By enrolling in this voluntary program 7 

with a management plan, farmers are eligible for one 8 

coupon per five acres deeded acres listed under the 9 

management plan.  A licensed hunter may receive up to 10 

four DMAP coupons from their permittee to be redeemed 11 

for an antlerless license to harvest antlerless deer 12 

on only the property outlined in the management plan.  13 

    This license allocation is outside and 14 

in addition to the annual wildlife management unit 15 

specific antlerless deer allocations reached for each 16 

licensed hunter.   17 

    DMAP last year, we had a reported 18 

14,352 antlerless deer on DMAP properties.  So again, 19 

I think we're missing a mark on this one as well.   20 

    And the last one, hunting.  Regular 21 

season regulated hunting by licensed hunter using 22 

antlerless and antlered licenses.  Allowing properly-23 

licensed hunters access to property under control 24 

during the open season for taking of that species, 25 
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depending on what wildlife - what big game season is, 1 

can provide a free and desirable solution to 2 

alleviate wildlife damage through hunting.  I would 3 

encourage those landowners who are having problems 4 

with deer to allow more hunting on their property.   5 

    So - and again, going with the 6 

calculated deer harvest from last year, 171,600 7 

antlered and 258,410 antlerless deer, for combined 8 

total of 430,010.  So total deer harvest.  So that's 9 

it for my summation.  10 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Jason,  11 

Jason, - 12 

    MR. DECOSKEY:  Yes. 13 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  - before you 14 

leave the stand, I do want to make a group statement 15 

from all the Commissioners to read into the record in 16 

consultation with all you.  Then we can open up for 17 

questions.   18 

    So what I'd like to address is this 19 

spring and summer, Commissioners, I think all of us 20 

took part in several, if not dozen, meetings with the 21 

agriculture community, to hear directly about how 22 

wildlife, particularly deer, are affecting their 23 

farms.   24 

    The message was clear to us.  They 25 
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need help in addressing the damage that deer are 1 

causing to their crops and livelihoods.   2 

    To the members of the agricultural and 3 

farming community, I want to say, we heard you loud 4 

and clear, and we take your concerns very seriously. 5 

We recognize the critical importance of agriculture 6 

to our state, and we have a responsibility to find 7 

effective solutions to the challenges they are 8 

facing.       9 

    As we prepare for our next meeting, 10 

which is January, we will be reviewing several ways 11 

in which the Commissioners can take meaningful steps 12 

to help address the issue.  We have asked Steve and 13 

the staff to look at and seek input from all 14 

constituents on how we do this.   15 

    To the farming and agricultural 16 

community, we request and value your input in this 17 

process.  We look forward to fulfill our mission of 18 

managing wildlife on behalf of all Pennsylvanians.  19 

Thank you.   20 

    So is there any particular questions  21 

that a Commissioner has of Jason?   22 

    That was very good.  Thank you all.  23 

    Okay.  Thank you, Jason.   24 

    The next item on the agenda is the 25 
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meeting dates for next year, which will be published 1 

here soon.  But the meeting dates for next year for 2 

our four quarterly public meetings are January 24th  3 

and 25th of 2025; April 11th and 12th of 2025;  4 

July 11th and 12th of 2025, and September 12th and 5 

13th of 2025.   6 

    There's an item on the agenda for 7 

executive session.  I don't believe there's a need 8 

for any executive session today.   9 

    So with that, I'd like - Mr. Secretary 10 

if you could call the vote for adjournment.   11 

    Before you do that.  Thank you all for 12 

participating and have a great day.   13 

    Mr. Secretary, call for adjournment.   14 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  President 15 

Foradora?   16 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Yes.   17 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Vice President, 18 

Mr. Fredericks?   19 

    COMMISSIONER FREDERICKS:  Yes.   20 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Allen DiMarco? 21 

 Yes.  Stan Knick?   22 

    COMMISSIONER KNICK:  Yes.   23 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Kristen 24 

Koppenhafer?   25 
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    COMMISSIONER KOPPENHAFER:  Yes.   1 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Michael 2 

Mitrick? 3 

    COMMISSIONER MITRICK:  Yes.  4 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Todd Pride?   5 

    COMMISSIONER PRIDE:  Yes.   6 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Haley Sankey?   7 

    COMMISSIONER SANKEY:  Yes. 8 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  Robert Schwalm? 9 

    COMMISSIONER SCHWALM:  Yes.   10 

    COMMISSIONER DIMARCO:  All yeses.   11 

    PRESIDENT FORADORA:  Thank you.   12 

    Meeting stands adjourned.  Have a 13 

great day. 14 

* * * * * * * 15 

MEETING CONCLUDED AT 1:57 P.M. 16 

* * * * * * * 17 
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