Plan 8 Purple Martin House
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Plan 8 Purple Martin House

SUPPLIES NEEDED:

LLEBER: -

OME - 47 X 8" X 374" Sheet of COX Exterior Grade Plywood* el uid
OME-27 %6 X2 Plank o [I cox

OME- 1" X 8" X5 Board EKGEEL!IER
OME-17X6" X 10° Board BLYWOOD

* 172" thick plywood may be substituted for Level 2 olo|] L lo|olalal WA —

FLOOR, all DOORs and ROOE,
OTHER MEEDS: \

1" X 5" X 6 BOARD

ATTIC WALLS
A [

White or Light colored stain or paint.
1-12" Galvanized Drywall or Wood Screws,
37 Galvamped Deck Scrows
White Rodled Roofing: 28-3/4"x 31-172° | 26 $i4°
FOUR - 2/87 2 3™ Lag Balts with Washaes
TWELVE - Small Hinges
ElX - Hook @nd Eyve Clasps
OME - Tube of Roofing Cament

NE - 4" x 47 x 14" Pressune Treated PosL or mital tele: '
scoping pole ROOF
W0 or THREE - B0 Ib. Bags of pramixed concrete. T HEEDED
PREDATOR GUARD - 2 feet of stove pipe or use plan 23 s

13047 Py

ASSEMBLY INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Assemble MOUNTIMNG BOX with 3° dock screws. Make
certain box slides easily over mounting post end.

2. Attach Level 1 WALLS to Level 1 FLOOR using 112" et AR PR

L]
BETEWS, 2 HEEDED 2 HWEECED ]
A, Amach Attic WALLS to Level 2 FLOOR using 1-1/27 bz — #— Comers fimmaed
SONMWS, } ~||-—— IEH.' ko vinblabon
4, Install DOORS 1o Level 1 & 2 with hinges and hook and L Em hﬂg_l
eve clasps. Doors may need fo be sanded to open and I L
close freely. 1
5. Attach MOUNTING BOX 1o underside of Level 1 FLOOR | P 5: . e l'-— 1018 —'H| & I-"—
using 3° deck screws. Screw in from top of loge,. Screws ke

may nead (o be angled slightly. p—n — ATTIE DOORS

6. Atach Level 2 10 Level 1 with 1-1/2° screws. (Do nod t s | v

senEw into Level 1 DOORS), e o i

- - f_' E L 1

. Install 2 roof pieces using 1- 172" scraws. = - i

‘ " B 1= m i be—— 3 cigcLE =

2. Stainor paint extenor of structure, - ; ‘ o1 Srarling resistart Ent Hale
e I~ 7 MEELED Hiale bolodm may be Aush wilh

9. Apply roof cement to upper surface of roof. Cut and i o : Mece or 114" above thee oo

press fofled roofing into place on roof suerface. 378" sta-

pies can be used to secure rolled roofing unll Comen

Cures

Y,
— 32 Deg Angle

L
LEVEL 1 WALLS
17 X6 X 10 BOARD

154

MOLNTIMG BOX

T X6 X2 PLANK

24104 r

=T 0

= | | = roorver LEVEL 1 DOORS

i CUT-OUT
= . e Erfrance hole acceptable
y osizes 130214 Da

10, hlewnt 1o post and secure with four A8 x 37 Lag
Boits wilh 17 'Washers,

11, g Hole 2-172 o 3 feet geep, and 8-12 inches in
Diameter,

LEVEL 2 (ATTIC) FLOOR
(V4" Plywood)

1 HEECED 4 1EEDED f

D Chstance Inpm potiom of
enlrante hobe b oo
1ol 11T

=g =
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12, ‘With helpof 2 to 3 people and a nope, plant the pole LEVEL 1 WALLS {8 preces)
with house attathed into hole., P—t23r——
13. Fillhgle wath 2 60 3 Baps of premixed concrete.

14, Provide supports until concrele cures,

EATERIOR
WALLS

4
NEEDED

15, Place acup ol vwood Shadngs in Sa0n comparment,

16, Installation of & pole guard |s recommended 1o deter

INTERIKJR
predators.
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Plan 8A Starling Resistant Hole For Purple Martin House

Use a 1-3/16" Forstner bit to make starling-proof entrance holes
on your martin houses or gourds. Starling-proof entrance holes
work effectiv ely to keep European Starlings, the introduced spe-
cies that 1‘-!.;!1,ur:-. conventional martin housing, out.  Since the
intreduction of European Starlings and House Sparrows into
Morth America in the late 18000 s, many of our native cavity nesting
species have declined. Starlings and House Sparrows take over
martin housing, chase away martins seeking nest sites, and will
destroy eggs and kill nestlings. Starlings also kill adult martins.
Unlike other methods of starling control that demand active land-
lord management, {such as trapping, nest removal or shooling),
these holes will keep starlings out 24 hours a day, whether the
landlord is there or not. Thus, these holes are l_'*‘-[ﬂl.‘flﬂ"'-. helpiul
when martin housing is at a weekend cottage or other site where
the landlord isoften away.

Starling-proof holes have been tested throughout North America
for several vears by hundreds of landlords, and are proving tobe a
great success.  They can be rectangular, crescent-shaped, or oval,
as long as the required dimensions of exactly 1-3/16" high and 2-
3/4" to 3" wide are followed. Using a Forstner bit, all three
entrance shapes are casier to make to the precise dimensions, 1If
holes are a bit too large (high), they may admit starlings; a bit too
small, th-::?r' may not acdmnt martins,
proof holes is also important; they may be placed so the bottom of
the hole is flush with the porch and compartment floor, or up to
1 /27 above the porch and compartment Hoor, but no higher.

Macement of the starling-

When converting existing housing to the starling-proof entrances,
vou may need to cover or fill in the old openings, as they may be
too high above the porch floor to simply reshape them, Starlings
are not as readily attracted to gourds as they are to houses, but the
Hlar]inﬂ-prnnf ertrances work on EULI]’L‘I!—'\. alsg, On Hﬁ:l’.‘ll’d.‘i, Finc\e
the entrances so that they face straight out of the equator of the
gourd, pointed neither up nor down,

Martins that are used to round entrance holes may .m,l..apt ko the
new openings immediately, or they may take a few davs to get
used to using them. Give them up to bwo weeks, if necessary, to
adapt to the new entrance holes, 1t is best to convert all the open-
ings on vour houses at once, rather than offer both conventional
and starling-proof entrances. If given a choice, martins prefer
conventional over starling-proof holes.

Toconvert existing housing, vou can cut the oval holos into wood
] B,
plates and fasten the plates over the old entrances. When building
new housing, make sure to place the starling-proof entrances
either flush with, or no higher than 1/2" above, the porch floor. If
housing does not have an external porch, place the entrances flush
I I F
with the interior floor.

Starling-proof entrance holes may soon become the standard for
all martin housing, and vour experiences can help provide data to
convince commercial martin house manufacturers of the benefits
of such a dl;-.-jign change. Mlease let the PMOCA know of vour obser-
vations (e, starlings tried to enter and failed, martins nest suc-
cessfully, etc.) On a few occasions, an individual starling may be
smaller than average, and be able to enter the hole, Rarely, a larger
than average martin may have difficulty vsing the hole; please
report any problem you observe, so we may continue to refine the
design,

Prepared By:

Murple Martin Conservation Association
Edinboro University of Pennsvivania
Edinboro, PA 16444

L1 4-7 343420

A Starling-proof Martin House
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These diagrams show how (o cut a starling-proof entrance
hole for your martin housing. The height dimension is
extremely critical. |f made a hair too big, starlings will getin; if
made a hair too small, martins won't be able to. Cut the cres-

cent shaped hole with the Forstner and jigsaw. [If cutting the
crescent-shaped entrance hole scems too difficult, try the oval
or rectangular slots shown below, cut with a 1-3/16” Forstner
bit. Both have been successful at excluding starlings, while
stll permitting Purple Martins to enter.  Also, placement is
important. The bottom of the entrance hole may be placed
fFlush with the porch floor, or 1/4% 10 1/2" above the porch. It
should not be any higher. If you have ever had starling prob-
lems, give this atry.

«— 2-3/1" to 3" —>»

2-3/4" to 3" —»
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