
 

PennDOT Crash Newsletter - News you can use!

What's New?
2026 Data Standard
In June, PennDOT will be implementing the 2026 Data Standard. The new

standard will add some additional values to several fields. You will also see the

following changes to the crash form:

1. The Alcohol Test Results field will change from 2 digits to 3 digits
2. Check boxes will be added to record unknown driver and unknown vehicle

3. eBike classes have been added for electric bicycles as Non-Motorist
Special Usage – note class 4 eBikes are considered motorcycles.

4. Cargo Body Type for commercial units will now be for only the powered

unit. There will be several new trailer types as part of this change.

This change was initially supposed to occur on January 1, 2026, but was

delayed due to unavailable resources.

Working Together

The Importance of GPS When Locating Crashes
Accurate crash location data is critical to roadway safety efforts across
Pennsylvania. When crash locations are estimated rather than precisely
recorded, the incident may be mapped to the wrong roadway segment or

intersection. Even small errors can affect how crash data appears in statewide
safety analyses.

Using GPS coordinates at the crash scene helps ensure the crash is mapped to
the correct location within PennDOT’s crash database and GIS systems.
Accurate locations allow analysts to identify crash clusters or high-crash

locations, evaluate roadway conditions, and support data-driven decisions that
improve roadway safety.

Taking a few extra seconds to capture GPS coordinates at the scene helps
ensure the crash report reflects the true location of the incident, leading to more
reliable data and better safety planning across the Commonwealth.

Capturing GPS coordinates at the scene helps ensure:

Precise mapping in the crash system

Accurate identification of crash clusters and high-crash locations

Reliable data for PennDOT safety studies and Highway Safety

Improvement Program (HSIP) projects

Better coordination between state and local roadway safety efforts

The 30-Day Rule in Crash Fatality Statistics
Traffic fatality statistics across the United States follow a consistent standard

known as the 30-day rule. Under this guideline, a death is considered a traffic

fatality if the individual dies within 30 days of the crash as a result of injuries
sustained in that crash.

This rule is used in national and statewide reporting systems to ensure crash

fatality data is consistent and comparable across jurisdictions. Determining

whether a death meets this definition often requires coordination between

investigating law enforcement agencies and coroners or medical examiners.

Accurate determination of cause and manner of death helps ensure that crash

fatalities are correctly classified and included in Pennsylvania’s official traffic

fatality statistics. These statistics are used by the Pennsylvania Department of

Transportation and national safety partners to track trends and evaluate

roadway safety efforts.

The work performed by coroners and medical examiners is therefore a key

component in ensuring that traffic fatality data accurately reflects the true impact

of crashes on Pennsylvania roadways.

Understanding Crash Terms

 



Direction of Travel
Accurately recording direction of travel is an important part of completing a

crash report. Direction of travel information helps safety professionals

understand how vehicles were moving prior to impact, which is critical when

evaluating crash causes and roadway conditions.

When direction of travel is recorded incorrectly, the crash may be

misrepresented in safety analysis and mapping tools. For example, a vehicle

traveling northbound that is mistakenly reported as westbound due to a turning

movement could affect how crashes are grouped along a roadway segment or

intersection. Over time, these errors can make it more difficult to identify

patterns related to specific lanes, turning movements, or traffic flow.

To improve accuracy, officers should take a moment at the scene to verify the

actual direction the vehicle was traveling immediately before the crash

occurred, rather than the direction it came to rest after impact. Using roadway

signage, mile markers, or GPS mapping tools can help confirm the correct

direction.

By accurately documenting direction of travel in crash reports, officers help

ensure the data entered into Pennsylvania’s crash system reflects what truly

occurred. This information plays a key role in identifying crash trends and

supporting data-driven safety improvements across the Commonwealth.

Relation to Roadway
Relation to Roadway identifies where the first harmful event occurred with

respect to the roadway, not where vehicles came to rest. Getting this right

ensures reliable crash data and better safety decisions. A good example is, if a

vehicle strikes a curb, it is technically still on the roadway, however, the curb is

considered part of the roadside. Therefore, you would code the relation to

roadway as roadside, not roadway.

1 = On roadway - The travel lanes are the part of a trafficway designed,

improved, and ordinarily used for motor vehicle travel.

2 = Shoulder (also includes Berm) - The Shoulder is the part of a trafficway

contiguous with the roadway for emergency use and accommodation of stopped

vehicles.

3 = Median - Medians are defined as the area of a divided trafficway between

parallel roads separating the roadways for traffic in opposite directions. Medians

may be depressed, raised or flush and do not include shoulders or separators.

4 = Roadside - Roadside refers to a location off the roadway, but inside the right-

of-way. It is the outermost part of the trafficway, which lay between the outer

property line or other barrier and the edge of the first road encountered in the

trafficway. (Includes sidewalk, guiderail, and curb.)

5 = Outside Trafficway - An area not meant for vehicles, where the first harmful

event was outside the property line boundaries of a trafficway.

6 = In Parking Lane - Parking Lane refers to a strip of road located on the

roadway, or next to the roadway, on which parking is permitted. This

includes curbside and edge-of roadway parking (for example, legal residential

parking, city street parking, etc.).

7 = Gore - The Gore area is the acceleration and deceleration lanes of the

highway and end of ramps, including the crash barrier.

9 = Unknown - Location Unknown refers to a location off the roadway, but its

relationship to the right-of-way is not known.

Again, try to remember, focus on the first harmful event and the vehicle’s

location at that moment, not the final position. Accurate coding leads to better

data, better analysis, and safer roadways across Pennsylvania.

QUIZ: Hit-and-Run Vehicle vs. Phantom Vehicle

Traffic Records Program Administrator Area Map (TRPA)

Area 1: Gordon Beck (215-219-8575) gbeck@hsnetwork.org

Area 2: Bob Wagner (610-334-4158) rwagner@hsnetwork.org

Area 3: Rick Leymeister (570-516-7881) rleymeister@hsnetwork.org

Area 4: Michael Ragan (412-327-9488) mragan@hsnetwork.org

https://forms.office.com/g/yajmB0B3pe
mailto:gbeck@hsnetwork.org?subject=
mailto:rwagner@hsnetwork.org?subject=
mailto:rleymeister@hsnetwork.org?subject=
mailto:mragan@hsnetwork.org?subject=
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Newsletter Archives
To access past issues of The Dispatch please visit our website.

Now that you've made it to the end of the newsletter, how would you rate
its content?

For questions or concerns, email us at ra-pdleahelp@pa.gov.

https://yzfi-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/poll.zc?pollid=366806000054616792&od=3zc3cf778462dfcf65dcfd1aa22a3ad435a3d24a4ead0c02e9634a6fd2fe939b9f
https://yzfi-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/poll.zc?pollid=366806000054616794&od=3zc3cf778462dfcf65dcfd1aa22a3ad435a3d24a4ead0c02e9634a6fd2fe939b9f
https://yzfi-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/poll.zc?pollid=366806000054616796&od=3zc3cf778462dfcf65dcfd1aa22a3ad435a3d24a4ead0c02e9634a6fd2fe939b9f
https://yzfi-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/poll.zc?pollid=366806000054616798&od=3zc3cf778462dfcf65dcfd1aa22a3ad435a3d24a4ead0c02e9634a6fd2fe939b9f
https://yzfi-zgpvh.maillist-manage.net/poll.zc?pollid=366806000054616800&od=3zc3cf778462dfcf65dcfd1aa22a3ad435a3d24a4ead0c02e9634a6fd2fe939b9f
https://www.pa.gov/services/penndot/report-a-motor-vehicle-crash-to-penndot-for-police-only.html
mailto:ra-pdleahelp@pa.gov?subject=

