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1 Introduction 

The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT), District 8-0, in coordination with 

the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), has proposed the State Route (SR) 0083 

Section 094 Dauphin County, Interstate 83 (I-83) South Bridge Replacement Project. The project 

will replace the existing John Harris Memorial Bridge (South Bridge) that carries I-83 over the 

Susquehanna River, Paxton Creek, and the Norfolk Southern railroad in Dauphin and 

Cumberland Counties, Pennsylvania. In addition to replacing the South Bridge, which is 

approaching the end of its serviceable lifespan, the project will replace the viaduct (bridge) from 

the Susquehanna River to Cameron Street in Harrisburg and reconstruct the Lemoyne and Front 

Street/2nd Street interchanges on each side of the bridge.  

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 [42 United States Code 4332(2)(c)] 

requires federal agencies to evaluate the environmental effects of their proposed actions before 

making an informed decision. In accordance with NEPA, an Environmental Assessment (EA) 

was prepared for the I-83 South Bridge Project, which culminated in the issuance of a Finding of 

No Significant Impact (FONSI) by FHWA in February 2024. Final Design and right-of-way 

acquisition are approaching completion, and construction activities are anticipated to begin in 

summer 2026. 

The project is fully programmed on the Interstate Transportation Improvement Program. Funding 

sources include formula funds and a Bridge Investment Program competitive grant, which was 

awarded in 2024. 

1.1 Reason for Reevaluation 

The EA was made available for public review and comment from October 17 through 

November 16, 2023, and FHWA issued a FONSI on February 20, 2024. Comments received 

during the EA comment period were considered in reaching the FONSI decision. Subsequent to 

the FONSI, the project advanced into final design and right-of-way acquisition.  

In accordance with 23 Code of Federal Regulations 771.129, prior to granting any new approval 

or amending previously approved aspects of an action, FHWA, as the lead federal agency, must 

consult with PennDOT as the project sponsor to establish whether the approved environmental 

document remains valid and document this consultation as deemed appropriate.  

Changes associated with preparation of the I-83 South Bridge final design plans have resulted in 

minor changes in the affected environment, impacts, and mitigation. This EA Reevaluation has 

been prepared to document the changes and determine if the original NEPA FONSI decision 

remains valid.  

On January 20, 2025, President Trump signed Executive Order (E.O.) 14148 Initial Rescissions 

of Harmful Executive Orders and Actions and E.O. 14154 Unleashing American Energy. These 

E.O.s revoked E.O. 13990 Protecting Public Health and the Environment and Restoring Science 

to Tackle the Climate Crisis (January 20, 2021) and E.O. 14008 Tackling the Climate Crisis at 

Home and Abroad (January 27, 2021). Subsequently, on January 29, 2025, Secretary Duffy 

signed a Memorandum for Secretarial Offices and Heads of Operating Administrations – 

Implementation of Executive Orders Addressing Energy, Climate Change, Diversity, and 

Gender. E.O.s 14148 and 14154 also revoked E.O. 14096 Revitalizing Our Nation’s 
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Commitment to Environmental Justice for All (April 21, 2023). Subsequently, on January 21, 

2025, President Trump signed E.O. 14173 Ending Illegal Discrimination and Restoring Merit-

Based Opportunity. This E.O. revoked E.O. 12898 Federal Actions to Address Environmental 

Justice in Minority Populations and Low-Income Populations (February 11, 1994). On 

February 25, 2025, the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) published an Interim Final 

Rule removing CEQ’s NEPA implementing regulations, effective April 11, 2025 (90 Federal 

Register 10610). As a result of these actions, FHWA will not include greenhouse gas emission, 

climate change, and environmental justice analyses in the federal environmental review process. 

Accordingly, no greenhouse gas emission, climate change, or environmental justice analyses are 

included in this EA Reevaluation and FONSI.  

2 Project Description 

The overall project, as described in the EA, has not changed. As depicted on Figure 2-1, the I-83 

South Bridge Project would consist of: replacement of the existing South Bridge with a wider 

bridge, widened to the south; full depth reconstruction of I-83 between the South Bridge and just 

east of the Exit 41A (PA 581) interchange; reconfiguration of the I-83 Exit 41B (Lemoyne) 

interchange; replacement of the existing South 3rd Street (SR 2035) bridge over I-83 and the 

Norfolk Southern Railroad in Lemoyne Borough; relocation of Lowther Street (SR 2028) east of 

South 3rd Street in Lemoyne Borough; replacement of the Front Street/2nd Street interchange, 

including the viaduct (bridge) from the eastern end of the South Bridge to Cameron Street; and 

construction of associated stormwater management, lighting, signage, and noise barriers. The 

eastern end of the I-83 South Bridge Project is the I-83 Front Street/2nd Street interchange, which 

includes the viaduct from the eastern end of the South Bridge to Cameron Street. The western 

end of the I-83 South Bridge Project is immediately east of the I-83/PA-581 interchange. 

Because of the many constraints within the project area, including the Dock Street Dam, 

Lemoyne Borough wastewater treatment plant, Front Street sewage pumping station, railroads on 

both shores of the Susquehanna River, and the Amtrak line, the proposed horizontal and vertical 

alignments of the bridge, viaduct, and interchanges have not changed. The project’s impact 

footprint remains the same. The bridge pier design has changed from an open pier to a closed 

pier design, as shown in Figure 2-2 and Figure 2-3. Discussions with the City of Harrisburg and 

Capital Area Greenbelt Association (CAGA) resulted in resolution of several coordination items 

committed to as follow ups in the EA/FONSI, which are noted in the appropriate discussions in 

Chapter 3, Affected Environment and Environmental Consequences Updates, of this EA 

Reevaluation.
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Figure 2-1. South Bridge Project Plan View 
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Figure 2-2. South Bridge Rendering 

 

Figure 2-3. Rendering Included in EA, Showing Open Piers 

 

3 Affected Environment and Environmental 

Consequences Updates 

3.1 Introduction 

As stated in the EA, and remaining valid for this EA Reevaluation, the proposed project would 

not impact the following resources, and no further discussion is presented:  

• Coastal zones, 

• Wild and scenic rivers, 

• National natural landmarks, 

• Wildlife sanctuaries/refuges, 

• Important bird and mammal areas, 

• State forest land, 
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• State game lands, 

• Unique geological features, 

• Productive agricultural resources, 

• Section 6(f) resources, 

• Stafford Act properties, and 

• National historic landmarks. 

The presence of resources, impacts on those resources, and mitigation measures have not 

changed since the EA for the following resources; therefore, they are not discussed further in this 

EA Reevaluation: 

• Floodplains and flood hazards, 

• Migrating fish habitat, 

• Invasive species, 

• Land use and planned development, 

• Transit, 

• Pedestrian and bicycle travel, 

• Air quality, and 

• Energy. 

Resources for which the presence of the resource, the impacts on that resource, or the measures 

to mitigate impacts on that resource have changed since the EA/FONSI are discussed in the 

following sections. A table summarizing the impacts and mitigation measures is provided in 

Section 3.9, Impact and Mitigation Summary. 

3.2 Natural Resources 

3.2.1 Surface Water Resources and Wetlands 

Four surface water resources are present within the project area and impacted by the project: the 

Susquehanna River; Paxton Creek; one palustrine forested wetland (Wetland 2) located on an 

island in the Susquehanna River downstream (south) of the South Bridge; and Submerged 

Aquatic Vegetation (SAV). Impacts on these resources are discussed in the following 

subsections. The resource descriptions provided in the EA remain valid. No additional surface 

water resources will be impacted by the project.  

A Chapter 105/Section 404 Joint Permit Application (JPA) has been prepared to address project 

impacts as well as determine mitigation measures and procedures to be followed during project 

construction. The impacts and mitigation measures presented in this EA Reevaluation are based 

on the data contained in the JPA. The JPA is under review by the Pennsylvania Department of 

Environmental Protection (PADEP) and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). The 

waterway permits are not yet authorized.  

Susquehanna River 

The proposed permanent impacts on the Susquehanna River will not result in a permanent loss of 

river/stream length or connectivity. Permanent impacts on the Susquehanna River will result 

from removing the 18 existing bridge pier lines and constructing 16 new bridge pier lines. 

Temporary impacts on the Susquehanna River would result due to the installation of temporary 

construction bridges and cofferdams (water diversions) as well as fill needed to access the 
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temporary construction bridges on the west shore of the river and enable trucks carrying large 

beams and other construction materials to turn around. The impact of existing pier removal 

decreased from 0.75 acre in the EA to 0.61 acre. The impact of new pier construction increased 

from 1.77 acres in the EA to 2.60 acres to include scour protection. The total permanent impact 

of 3.52 acres also includes 0.28 acre for riverbank restoration and 0.03 acre for stormwater 

outfalls. 

Temporary impacts on the Susquehanna River for temporary construction bridges total 

10.38 acres for four separate bridges, only one of which will be in the river at any given time. 

The EA impact was calculated at 3.24 acres for each of the four temporary construction bridges. 

The temporary impact due to fill placed in the river to construct the west shore temporary access 

road decreased from 4.02 acres in the EA to 3.74 acres. Additionally, 0.40 acre of temporary 

impacts and no permanent impacts will result from construction of a temporary boat ramp and 

riverbank restoration on the east shore of the river.  

The EA quantified the area of the river that would be shaded by the proposed bridge deck, then 

subtracted the area of the existing bridge deck, resulting in a net increase of 5.8 acres of bridge 

deck. The JPA bridge deck shading calculation indicates a net increase of 5.05 acres. Although 

considered a permanent impact, mitigation is not required due to the height of the bridge over the 

water surface. 

PennDOT has coordinated with USACE to develop a compensatory mitigation approach to offset 

permanent and temporary impacts on the Susquehanna River. Mitigation will be provided by 

purchasing Riverine Mitigation Bank credits. USACE has indicated preliminary agreement with 

this mitigation approach, pending acceptance by PADEP. In addition to compensatory 

mitigation, the project includes restoration of 0.61 acre of the Susquehanna River riverbed 

through the removal of 18 existing bridge pier lines 2 feet below the river bottom and riverbank 

restoration with vegetated riprap. 

Paxton Creek 

Paxton Creek will be spanned by the viaduct, and no permanent impacts on the concrete channel 

of the creek will result. Shading of the creek due to the bridge deck increased from 0.12 acre in 

the EA to 0.13 acre. Although considered a permanent impact, mitigation is not required due to 

the height of the bridge over the water surface. Additionally, 0.01 acre of temporary impacts will 

result from construction of a temporary bridge over Paxton Creek. The temporary bridge will 

span over the creek and not affect the concrete channel. Mitigation is not required for the 

temporary bridge because the activity will not affect the creek channel. 

Wetland 2 

A total of 0.23 acre of permanent impacts on Wetland 2 will result from construction of bridge 

piers and scour protection (0.03 acre) as well as bridge deck shading (0.20 acre). These impacts 

have changed minimally from the impacts presented in the EA: 0.03 acre for bridge piers and 

0.22 acre for bridge deck shading. The temporary impacts on Wetland 2 for construction of the 

temporary construction bridges, including the trestle caissons, vegetation cutting, and bridge 

deck shading, total 0.72 acre, which is the same as the EA impact. Permanent impacts less than 

0.05 acre are considered de minimis, and mitigation is not required. Mitigation is also not 

required for bridge deck shading impacts due to the height of the bridge over the wetland. 
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Temporary impacts will be monitored for 5 years. If vegetation does not regrow, PennDOT will 

create and implement a mitigation plan to satisfy PADEP and USACE requirements at that time.  

Submerged Aquatic Vegetation 

Areas of SAV are abundant in the Susquehanna River. Investigation of the SAV south of the 

existing I-83 bridge identified SAV areas, including water star-grass (Heteranthera dubia), 

water-celery (Vallisneria americana), and filamentous algae (suspected Cladophora spp.). The 

SAV areas are regulated as a part of the river and protected as critical habitat. SAV beds 

represent important productive fish habitat. It should be noted that the SAV areas did not contain 

invasive species, nor did they contain threatened or endangered species. Aerial photographs 

show SAV scattered throughout the river north of the project area but lacking immediately 

upstream of the Dock Street Dam, likely due to deeper water above the dam. SAV is also lacking 

immediately downstream of the dam and in the immediate vicinity of the existing I-83 bridge. 

SAV is prevalent again a short distance south of the existing I-83 bridge, continuing downstream 

of the project area.  

In the EA as well as the JPA, impacts were calculated using 2019 aerial imagery. The 

replacement bridge would shade 0.58 acre of SAV and impact 0.1 acre of SAV for pier 

placement. During construction, 0.66 acre of SAV would be impacted due to the temporary 

construction bridges. Because of the reproductive nature of the SAV species, dependency on 

water velocities, and sediment deposits in the river, the SAV habitat is dynamic and shifts 

seasonally according to river features. Therefore, the impact is expected to be similar to the EA 

estimates.  

Because of the abundance of SAV within this portion of the Susquehanna River and extending 

downstream approximately 14 river miles to the York Haven Dam, the permanent and temporary 

impacts on SAV are not anticipated to have a meaningful impact on aquatic life in the river. Prior 

to instream construction, PennDOT will evaluate the most recent available aerial imagery to 

determine the location and extent of SAV within the proposed project limits of disturbance. The 

impacts on SAV will be monitored for 3 years post-construction to ensure the beds reestablish 

naturally. If it is determined after 3 years of post-construction monitoring that the SAV is 

reduced by more than 20 percent, PennDOT will develop a compensatory mitigation plan to 

satisfy PADEP and USACE requirements at that time. 

3.2.2 Threatened and Endangered Species 

Coordination was conducted with the Pennsylvania Natural Heritage Program through the 

Pennsylvania Conservation Explorer and Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) 

Environmental Review online process on June 2, 2025 (PNDI Receipt No. 718369). The PNDI 

receipt indicated a potential impact on an unidentified species under U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service (USFWS) jurisdiction. Further coordination with USFWS identified three bat species: 

Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), listed endangered; northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis), 

listed endangered; and tricolored bat (Perimyotis subflavus), proposed threatened. The PNDI 

receipt at the time of the EA only identified concern for the northern long-eared bat. 

A USFWS-qualified bat surveyor reviewed as-built engineering plans, photographs from the past 

several South Bridge inspections, and aerial images as well as conducted a limited survey of the 

bridge (southbound spans 4 through 21) using a snooper truck and a GoPro on July 28 through 

30, 2025. The surveyor observed no evidence of bat presence or bat use of the bridge. Given the 
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bridge is steel with limited concrete areas potentially attractive to bats and has heavy traffic, 

vibration, and noise levels, the surveyor concluded that it is unlikely that bats are using any parts 

of the bridge or forested habitat immediately adjacent to the bridge area for roosting. A bat survey 

report was drafted and shared with USFWS.  

Pursuant to FHWA’s Programmatic Biological Opinion for transportation projects within the 

range of the Indiana bat, northern long-eared bat, and tricolored bat, a Determination Key was 

completed in USFWS’s Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) online system to 

satisfy the requirements of Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. A 

finding of “may affect, not likely to adversely affect” was received. The PNDI receipt is valid 

until June 2, 2027, and will be updated every 2 years during the construction period. 

Appendix A includes the PNDI receipt, IPaC species list, and USFWS determination letter. 

At the time of the EA, tree cutting for the project was restricted (i.e., not allowed) during the 

period from May 15 through August 15. With the identification of additional bat species of 

concern, the tree cutting restriction was extended to cover the period from April 1 through 

November 15. The project will adhere to avoidance measures identified in the Determination 

Key that are applicable to the project. The project area does not include known hibernacula, 

caves, sinkholes, losing streams, or springs, and the project has been designed to minimize 

removal of trees, as shown on the project plans. The contractor will be notified that the project 

area is within the range of protected bat species and to limit tree removal to the limits of 

disturbance shown on the project plans and surveyed/staked in the field.  

Additionally, PennDOT committed to conducting a pre-demolition bat and migratory bird survey 

on the bridge. The construction contract will include a special provision that requires the 

contractor to conduct a survey for state and federally protected bats and birds protected by the 

Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) prior to performing demolition work. As noted above, the 

bridge conditions are such that it is unlikely that bats are using the bridge; however, if bats are 

found during the survey, demolition of the bridge will be restricted to the winter months and 

further consultation with USFWS will be conducted. If birds protected by the MBTA are found 

during a survey, coordination will take place with USFWS and the Pennsylvania Game 

Commission as appropriate. Possible techniques to minimize impacts on bridge nesting birds 

could include: 

• Implementing measures to prevent bird nesting prior to bridge demolition 

• Having a qualified avian field technician monitor bird activity and behavior to ensure the 

activity does not cause nest abandonment or direct harm to birds 

• Timing bridge demolition to occur outside the nesting season 

If a take of a bird protected by the MBTA is unavoidable, the contractor will work with 

PennDOT District 8-0 to document the reasons why the take is necessary. 

The IPaC species list identified one other species with the status of endangered, the Northeastern 

bulrush (Scirpus ancistrochaetus). The species profile notes that the Northeastern bulrush is 

proposed for delisting; a Federal Register notice was issued for delisting in July 2024, but final 

notice has not yet been published. Preferred habitat for the bulrush is shallow, seasonal wetlands 

such as vernal pools, sinkhole ponds, and beaver ponds with fluctuating water levels exposing 

mud flats for germination. No vernal pools are within the project area, and the only wetlands 

within the project area are palustrine forested and scrub-shrub wetlands on islands downstream 

of the existing bridge. While water levels of the island wetlands fluctuate, Northeastern bulrush 
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is not typically found along riverbanks. A coordination letter was sent to USFWS regarding the 

Northeastern bulrush, including the wetland report for the project; Appendix A includes 

USFWS’s response letter indicating concurrence that the project is “not likely to adversely 

affect” the Northeastern bulrush.  

The IPaC species list also included a proposed threatened mussel, green floater (Lasmigona 

subviridis); a proposed endangered butterfly, Eastern regal fritillary (Argynnis idalia idalia); and 

a proposed threatened butterfly, Monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus). While mussel species are 

known to be present in the Susquehanna River above City Island, the project’s location 

immediately downstream of the Dock Street Dam makes it unlikely that suitable mussel habitat 

is present within the project area. Preferred habitat for the Eastern regal fritillary includes open, 

sunny, damp meadows and marshes, which are not present within the project limits. Monarch 

butterflies require milkweed for their larval stage and nectar producing flowers for their adult 

stage. The herbaceous vegetation within the project area is primarily found within the PennDOT 

right-of-way or adjacent residential yards, which are regularly mowed. Given these conditions, 

there is minimal opportunity for the egg-caterpillar-butterfly stage. Based on this information, it 

is unlikely that these three proposed species would be adversely affected by the project. 

3.3 Socioeconomic Analysis and Land Use 

3.3.1 Right-of-Way Acquisition, Relocations, and Displacements 

The project required temporary and/or permanent acquisition from 33 properties. Land from 

18 properties was needed for temporary construction easements and other permanent 

acquisitions. The project required the acquisition of 12 properties solely for temporary 

construction easements and acquired 3 properties as total takes. Additionally, PennDOT acquired 

a reversionary estate from a property that was condemned during the early 1980s to mitigate 

acquisition of parking from a business. The I-83 South Bridge Project will not result in any 

residential displacements.  

The 3 total acquisitions and the reversionary estate are: 

• Lemoyne Harrisburg Development: This is an undeveloped property south of I-83 on the 

west shore, where an equipment staging area and temporary access road will be built to 

provide construction access from I-83 across the Norfolk Southern Railroad, then down 

to the Susquehanna River. 

• Phoenix Associates: This is an undeveloped property adjacent to and south of the I-83 

Front Street/2nd Street interchange. The property is needed for replacing and widening 

the South Bridge south of the existing bridge and for construction material staging and 

access. This property was discussed as a partial take in the EA; however, it became a total 

acquisition based on federal regulations, requiring PennDOT to make an uneconomic 

remnant offer to the property owner. Once the offer was made, the property owner 

exercised their right to sell the remaining property to PennDOT.  

• The Dauphin Deposit Trust Company: This property was not discussed in the EA. It is 

located south of Lowther Street in Lemoyne. The property appears to be a street that was 

not opened to traffic. PennDOT acquired the entire undeveloped property to mitigate the 

parking area acquired from the Medical Internist property.  

• The Helen Ludow property: This property was not discussed in the EA. PennDOT 

acquired it as a total take for local roads and streets during the early 1980s. This 
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acquisition served as the real property interest needed to construct the current Lowther 

Street configuration. After an extensive search of courthouse records, PennDOT could 

not determine if it had acquired the property in fee simple or as a highway easement. In 

order to construct the new Lowther Street and provide parking mitigation for the Medical 

Internist property, PennDOT condemned Ludlow’s reversionary estate.  

One commercial enterprise, Macy Holdings along South 3rd Street and the Norfolk Southern 

Railroad in Lemoyne, was described as a partial take in the EA. The business was described in 

the EA as a recycling and salvage operation. The proposed I-83 southbound exit ramp in 

Lemoyne (Ramp X) will impact four buildings and adjacent land north of the South 3rd Street 

intersection. The EA acknowledged that this business may be displaced as a result of the project 

and would likely move out of Lemoyne Borough due to the lack of available parcels of a similar 

size in the Borough and good highway access. During right-of-way acquisition, the remaining 

property was determined to be an uneconomic remnant, and an offer was made to the property 

owner. Macy Holdings retained the remnant portion of their property on the western side of Plum 

Street and plans to continue some portions of the business, although the recycling and salvage 

yard would no longer operate at this location. It was determined that this property was not a total 

acquisition.  

Berkley’s Garage is a remnant property that is part of a larger commercial parcel owned by the 

same entity that owns Savannah’s on Hanna, Club XL, business offices, and a storage facility. 

The project would temporarily affect parking for these businesses. PennDOT conducted an 

extensive parking study of all the parcels, determined the viability of the businesses, and 

calculated damages (monetary compensation) for the property.  

3.3.2 Local and Regional Economy 

As described in the EA, the project is likely to result in a minor loss of property tax revenue for 

Cumberland County, Lemoyne Borough, West Shore School District, and Harrisburg School 

District because land acquired for the project would no longer be subject to local property taxes. 

The loss of the recycling and salvage yard portion of the Macy Holdings business, while 

permanent, would have a minor impact on the tax base overall. The project also has the potential 

to influence the location of new development as mobility improves. New development could 

benefit the tax base (e.g., property, earned income, hotel, personal taxes) and provide additional 

economic opportunities. These impacts are expected to be minor but long term. It is unknown if 

the additional property tax generated by potential new development would be sufficient to offset 

the loss of property tax.  

3.3.3 Community Facilities and Services 

Capital Area Greenbelt 

The Capital Area Greenbelt is part of the historic Harrisburg City Parks 7 Parkway Plan. It is a 

20-mile loop trail with on-road and dedicated paths for bicycle, pedestrian, and non-motorized 

activities. As described in the EA, the Greenbelt Trail will be temporarily affected by 

construction activity. Trees planted along the Greenbelt Trail will also be removed and replaced. 

These impacts are expected to be minor, have been accounted for, and are being mitigated as part 

of the project. Refer to Section 3.8, Section 4(f) Resources, for more information. 
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Unsheltered Community 

The EA described an encampment of unsheltered persons located in Harrisburg under the 

existing South Bridge and associated ramp structures as well as on private property southeast of 

the bridge. Much of this area is needed to widen the bridge and for use as a staging area for 

project construction. PennDOT acquired this private property, formerly owned by Phoenix 

Associates, LLC. Prior to the purchase, PennDOT coordinated with the Capital Area Coalition 

on Homelessness (CACH), Dauphin County, the City of Harrisburg, the Governor’s Office, and 

other local service organizations to arrange for the relocation of the unsheltered persons and 

provide services to ease the effects to this community. AMiracle4Sure, a Harrisburg non-profit 

organization, purchased a vacant property on Shanois Street south of I-83 and made 

improvements for tent camping, potable water, toilet facilities, personal property storage, and 

other amenities, and offered spots to the unsheltered community free of charge. Relocation 

services to other shelter locations in the Harrisburg area were also provided by Dauphin County, 

CACH, and others. The encampment on PennDOT property is now vacated and cleared of 

debris, and construction fencing has been installed to secure the site for construction purposes. 

3.4 Visual Resources 

The views of the new South Bridge and upgraded roadway and interchanges as well as from the 

new roadway and bridge remain unchanged from what was reported in the EA/FONSI. As noted 

in the project description and shown on Figure 2-2 and Figure 2-3, the bridge pier design was 

changed from an open pier design to a closed pier design; however, the number and locations of 

the bridge piers remain the same.  

Additionally, because it would be difficult to maintain the lights, it was decided, in coordination 

with the City of Harrisburg, that there would be no under-bridge lighting on the South Bridge 

structure.  

3.5 Noise 

3.5.1 Final Design Noise Analysis 

A Final Design Noise Report was prepared for the project. The report is in the project technical 

files, and the letter documenting FHWA’s concurrence with the findings of the report is provided 

in Appendix B. The latest project design plans were used to reassess impacts on adjacent noise-

sensitive land uses. The updated analysis confirmed two noise-sensitive areas (NSAs) warrant 

consideration of noise abatement, noise abatement measures are feasible at these locations, and 

noise barriers are reasonable from a cost/benefit viewpoint. NSA-2 and NSA-3 are both located 

in Lemoyne Borough on the southern side of I-83, as shown on Figure 3-1.  
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Figure 3-1. Noise Sensitive Areas  

 

3.5.2 Public Meetings for Noise Barriers 

Owners of benefitted residential receptors in the NSA-2 and NSA-3 vicinity were invited to 

attend a noise public meeting that took place on November 19, 2025, from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. at 

Trinity Lutheran Church of God, 2000 Chestnut Street, Camp Hill. Benefitted residential 

receptor owners and renters were asked to vote on whether they wanted a noise barrier 

constructed or preferred no noise barrier. They were also asked to vote on the color and texture 

of the residential-facing side of the noise barrier, assuming a noise barrier was to be constructed.  

The majority of those voting voted in favor of noise barrier construction; therefore, noise barriers 

will be constructed for NSA-2 and NSA-3. The preferred barrier design for the residential-facing 

side of the barrier was gray ashlar stone for NSA-2 and tan ashlar stone for NSA-3. 

3.6 Hazardous and Residual Waste 

Multiple reports evaluating project area contaminated sites were prepared for this project. The 

assessments were performed in accordance with PennDOT’s Waste Site Evaluation Procedures 

Handbook (PennDOT Publication 281, May 2019). Phase I Environmental Site Assessments 

(ESA) were performed to identify waste sites of concern that have the potential to adversely 

affect the project. A Phase I ESA was prepared for the project area from Lemoyne to the bridge 

abutment on the east shore. The viaduct east to Cameron Street and the Front Street/2nd Street 

interchange were evaluated as part of the I-83 East Shore Section 3 Project ESA.  
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The purpose of the Phase I ESAs was to address the likelihood of environmental contamination. 

Based on findings and recommendations of the Phase I ESA, Phase II/III ESAs were conducted 

at sites of concern to identify the presence or absence of underground storage tank system 

components as well as other sources of hazardous and/or residual waste. Soil and groundwater 

samples were collected and analyzed, as appropriate, to characterize potentially contaminated 

soils and groundwater. The results were reviewed along with consideration of the project design 

(i.e., planned construction and use of property, excavation depths, potential to encounter 

contaminated soil or groundwater) to determine appropriate strategies to manage waste materials 

during construction.  

Table 3-1 and Table 3-2 provide a summary of the sites of concern within the project area. In 

these tables, waste sites are separated by east shore and west shore locations. These waste sites 

are also shown in Figure 3-2. Based on the data collected and assessment of potential to 

encounter waste materials during project construction, seven waste sites on the east shore and 

four waste sites on the west shore have the potential to impact the project. Special Provisions 

(SP) will be included in the construction contract, with specific instructions to appropriately 

manage potential waste materials and associated risks, in accordance with applicable local, state, 

and federal regulations. Table 3-1 and Table 3-2 include descriptions of the sites and the SPs to 

be implemented during construction. Cleaning up sites with past contamination would benefit the 

area. 

PennDOT conducted inspections of some, but not all, project bridges and interchange ramp 

structures to determine the presence or absence of asbestos-containing material and lead-based 

paint. The data collected was used to determine appropriate steps to take during bridge 

demolition, construction debris handling, and disposal. SPs will be included in the construction 

contract to conduct additional bridge and ramp structure inspections, as appropriate, and to 

manage and handle regulated materials and waste.  
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Table 3-1. Waste Sites of Potential Concern, West Shore 

Waste 

Site ID# 

Site Name Site Description and Potential 

Impacts 

Planned Mitigation Measures 

WS-1 Norfolk 

Southern 

Railroad 

WS-1 is an active railroad. Excavation 

is proposed for the I-83 southbound exit 

ramp (Ramp X) crossing the railroad, 

between the railroad corridor and I-83, 

and for drainage pipes crossing the 

railroad. 

• Prepare Health and Safety 

Plan (HASP) and Site Work 

Plan (SWP) 

• Manage with SP for soil per 

PADEP’s Management of Fill 

Policy (MoFP) 

WS-2 Former 

Firestone 

Motors Site 

WS-2 is currently a salvage yard for 

used concrete and other construction 

materials, and heavy vehicles are 

repaired and maintained on the site. 

Historically, the site was used as an 

automobile salvage yard since the 

1950s. An Environmental Covenant 

(EC) prohibits the use of groundwater 

for any purpose other than monitoring, 

restricts the property to non-residential 

land use, and requires maintenance of 

an asphalt and gravel soil cap covering 

most of the property. Any excavation 

into this cap must be conducted in 

accordance with the site’s Soil 

Management Plan. The EC also requires 

PADEP notification of any changes in 

land use or ownership. Excavation is 

proposed for the I-83 southbound exit 

ramp (Ramp X) and drainage pipes. 

• Prepare HASP and SWP 

• Manage soil excavation with 

SP per PADEP’s MoFP 

• Include contingency soil 

sampling, analysis, disposal, 

and reporting 

• If groundwater is encountered, 

manage with liquid sampling 

and disposal SP 

• Notify PADEP of change in 

land use/ownership per the EC 

• Provide plans to PADEP prior 

to construction showing how 

the cap will be maintained 

during and post construction 

WS-3 SE Corner of 

Susquehanna 

Court and 

Lowther 

Street 

WS-3 is currently vacant but was 

historically a quarry. Excavation is 

proposed for the Lowther Street 

relocation, west shore river access road, 

staging area, and bridge abutments and 

piers.  

• Prepare HASP and SWP 

• Manage soil excavation with 

SP per PADEP’s MoFP 

WS-4 Hess 38419 WS-4 is currently vacant but was 

historically a gasoline fueling station 

since the 1940s. Minor, shallow 

excavations for sidewalk and curb 

upgrades are proposed. 

Based on current design, no 

further action is required. 

WS-5 Turkey Hill 

91 

WS-5 is currently a gasoline station and 

has likely been a gasoline station since 

the 1980s. Minor, shallow excavations 

for sidewalk and curb upgrades are 

proposed.  

Based on current design, no 

further action is required. 
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Waste 

Site ID# 

Site Name Site Description and Potential 

Impacts 

Planned Mitigation Measures 

WS-6 Lemoyne 

Wastewater 

Treatment 

Plant 

WS-6 is currently a municipal property 

that contains a wastewater treatment 

facility as well as a storage and 

operations area for the Borough’s 

highway department. The site was 

formerly a limestone quarry. Excavation 

is proposed for the abutment associated 

with a roadway crossing spanning the 

railroad.  

• Prepare HASP and SWP 

• Manage soil excavation with 

SP per PADEP’s MoFP 

• Include contingency soil 

sampling, analysis, disposal, 

and reporting 

• If groundwater is encountered, 

manage with liquid sampling 

and disposal SP 

WS-7 Lemoyne 

Mobil 41 

WS-7 is currently a fast-food restaurant 

but was formerly an automobile service 

and gasoline fueling station. Minor, 

shallow excavations for sidewalk and 

curb upgrades are proposed. 

Based on current design, no 

further action is required. 

WS-8 Lemoyne 

Mart 

WS-8 is currently a gasoline fueling 

station and has been a gasoline fueling 

station since the 1970s. The site was 

formerly a garage and tin shop during 

the early 1900s. Minor, shallow 

excavations for sidewalk and curb 

upgrades are proposed.  

Based on current design, no 

further action is required. 

 

Table 3-2. Waste Sites of Potential Concern, East Shore 

Waste 

Site ID#a 

Site Name Site Description Potential Impacts/ 

Recommendation 

WS-01 Front Street 

Pump 

Station 

WS-01 is the site of a pump station for 

the City of Harrisburg. Excavation is 

proposed for deep foundations between 

the pump station building and the 

viaduct. 

• Prepare HASP and SWP 

• Manage soil excavation with 

SP per PADEP’s MoFP 

• Include contingency soil 

sampling, analysis, disposal, 

and reporting 

• If groundwater is encountered, 

manage with liquid sampling 

and disposal SP 

WS-02 Phoenix 

Associates 

Property 

WS-02 is a vacant property that was 

formerly an iron and steel 

manufacturing facility for 100 years. 

Excavation is proposed for new Front 

Street/2nd Street intersection ramps. 

The property will be used for 

construction access and material 

staging.  

• Prepare HASP and SWP 

• Manage soil excavation with 

SP per PADEP’s MoFP 

• If groundwater is encountered, 

manage with liquid sampling 

and disposal SP 

WS-03 Amtrak 

Crossing 

WS-03 is currently and was historically 

a railroad. Excavation is proposed for 

ramp upgrades immediately west of the 

railroad. 

• Prepare HASP and SWP 

• Manage soil excavation with 

SP per PADEP’s MoFP 
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Waste 

Site ID#a 

Site Name Site Description Potential Impacts/ 

Recommendation 

WS-04 Pennsy 

Paxton 

Street 

WS-04 is a construction product supply 

company and historically included a gas 

station and automobile repair facility. 

Excavation is proposed for pier 

installation. 

Based on results of soil samples 

collected in geotechnical 

borings, no further action is 

required.  

WS-05 Amtrak 2nd 

Crossing 

WS-05 is currently and was historically 

a railroad. Excavation is proposed for a 

new foundation between the railroad 

and Paxton Creek as well as for existing 

pier removal. 

• Prepare HASP and SWP 

• Manage soil excavation with 

SP per PADEP’s MoFP 

WS-08 Savannah’s 

on Hanna 

WS-08 is currently a nightclub and was 

historically an automobile repair 

facility. Minor, shallow excavations for 

sidewalk and curb upgrades are 

proposed. 

Based on current design, no 

further action is required. 

WS-09 Former 

Berkleys 

Garage 

WS-09 is an undeveloped site that was 

historically an automobile repair 

facility. Excavation is proposed for 

bridge piers and a stormwater pipe.  

• Prepare HASP and SWP 

• Manage soil excavation with 

SP per PADEP’s MoFP  

• If groundwater is encountered, 

manage with liquid sampling 

and disposal SP 

WS-13 Dobson 

Properties 

Sales & 

Rentals 

WS-13 was historically an automobile 

repair facility. Excavation is proposed 

for bridge piers. 

• Prepare HASP and SWP 

• If groundwater is encountered, 

manage with liquid sampling 

and disposal SP 

WS-14 Former 

Kochenour 

H Revere 

Garage 

WS-14 is an undeveloped site that was 

historically an automobile repair 

facility. Excavation is proposed for 

bridge piers.  

• Prepare HASP and SWP 

• Manage soil excavation with 

SP per PADEP’s MoFP  

WS-15 Former 

Mark 

Cleaners 

WS-15 was historically a gas station 

and a dry-cleaning facility. Excavation 

is proposed for bridge piers.  

• Prepare HASP and SWP 

• Manage soil excavation with 

SP per PADEP’s MoFP 

• If groundwater is encountered, 

manage with liquid sampling 

and disposal SP 
a Waste Site IDs were presented in the EA as “ES” (east shore) and “WS” (west shore) to distinguish from the 

overlapping numbering scheme. Leading zeros were added to the east shore Waste Site IDs in this EA Reevaluation 

so that each waste site has a unique ID number.



SR 0083 Section 094, I-83 South Bridge Replacement Project 

EA REEVALUATION 

March 2026 | 17 

Figure 3-2. Waste Sites of Potential Concern 
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3.7 Cultural Resources 

PennDOT’s Cultural Resource Professional posted an updated design plan and Section 106 

finding to PennDOT's Pennsylvania Transportation and Heritage (PATH) website on September 

19, 2025 (see Appendix C). There is no change to the Section 106 findings for the individual 

historic resources, and the overall Section 106 effect finding remains the same: Historic 

Properties Affected – No Adverse Effect and no effect upon archaeological resources. 

3.8 Section 4(f) Resources 

The EA identified one Section 4(f) resource that will be used by the project. The Capital Area 

Greenbelt is protected under Section 4(f) as a recreational resource and an eligible historic 

resource, the Harrisburg City Parks 7 Parkway Plan. PennDOT, in coordination with the City of 

Harrisburg and the Pennsylvania Museum Commission as the officials with jurisdiction over the 

resource, has determined that the project will result in a de minimis use of the Capital Area 

Greenbelt. No other Section 4(f) resources are used by the project. 

The area of right-of-way take within the Capital Area Greenbelt has not changed since FHWA’s 

de minimis impact determination. PennDOT has since purchased required right-of-way, required 

aerial easement, required drainage easement, and temporary construction easement on the 

property formerly owned by Phoenix Associates, LLC, south of I-83, and temporary construction 

easement on the Harrisburg Sewerage Authority property north of I-83. This right-of-way 

acquisition is in the City of Harrisburg, where the Capital Area Greenbelt extends along the east 

shore of the Susquehanna River. As discussed in Section 3.3.1, Right-of-Way Acquisition, 

Relocations, and Displacements, the Phoenix Associates property was described as a partial 

acquisition in the EA; however, the entire property was purchased at the request of the property 

owner during right-of-way negotiations. Only the portion of the property west of South Front 

Street is within the footprint of the Capital Area Greenbelt; therefore, the additional property 

purchased east of South Front Street is not protected under Section 4(f). 

Since the EA and FONSI decision, coordination with CAGA and the City of Harrisburg, the 

official with jurisdiction, has been ongoing, and mitigation details for the Section 4(f) use have 

evolved over time. The following avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures will be 

implemented: 

• The Greenbelt Trail will be maintained during construction with a trail detour, allowing 

for continued use of the Greenbelt during construction.  

o The upper trail will be temporarily detoured during construction to a path along South 

Front Street.  

o The lower trail (the concrete path along the river also called the Riverwalk) will be 

closed in the construction zone under the bridge, and signs will be placed upstream 

near the railroad bridge to direct trail users to use the trail detour route along South 

Front Street. 

o The contractor will: 

▪ Use flaggers and temporary barriers to control use of the trail detour along South 

Front Street as necessary for safety during overhead construction activities. 

▪ Coordinate with CAGA regarding trail detours and temporary closures. 
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• Upon completion of construction, the Greenbelt Trail and area under the South Bridge 

will be restored to better than existing conditions. The contractor will: 

o Construct a paved automobile parking area with lighting under the bridge. 

o Reconstruct the Greenbelt ramp area on the southern side of the parking area. 

o Restore connections to the upper trail and lower trail under I-83. 

o A comfort station, benches, bike racks, and a bike repair station will not be provided 

because the City of Harrisburg has not agreed to maintain the facility.  

• For the Greenbelt Trail area south of I-83 within the temporary construction easement 

where trees will be removed, the contractor will: 

o Coordinate with CAGA to determine the desired species of replacement trees. 

o Plant replacement trees. 

o Store memorial plaques removed from trees and coordinate with CAGA before 

reinstalling stored plaques or replacing with new plaques provided by CAGA.  

o Update the tree directory with species and memorial plaque names. 

With implementation of these mitigation measures, the project will not adversely affect the 

functions and qualities of the Capital Area Greenbelt on a permanent or temporary basis, and a 

de minimis impact determination remains appropriate.  

As an eligible historic property, a No Adverse Effect finding was made for the property under 

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, and the Pennsylvania Historical and 

Museum Commission (PHMC) concurred with the effect finding. Appendix C of the EA 

includes a copy of this concurrence letter. 

FHWA, in coordination with officials with jurisdiction, made the de minimis impact 

determination on May 2, 2019; Appendix D of the EA includes a copy of the de minimis use 

form. Appendix D provides more recent correspondence with the officials with jurisdiction over 

the Capital Area Greenbelt. Appendix C provides more recent Section 106 coordination.  

3.9 Impact and Mitigation Summary 

Table 3-3 summarizes key potential impacts of the South Bridge Project and mitigation 

measures proposed to address those impacts. Separate columns in the table are provided to allow 

comparison of the impacts presented in the EA and the current impacts being considered in this 

EA Reevaluation. Additional details are included in Chapter 3 of this EA Reevaluation and in 

the EA and FONSI. 
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Table 3-3. Impact Summary Table 

Resource 

Topic 

EA/FONSI Impact EA Reevaluation Impact Proposed Mitigation Summary 

Surface Water 

Resources 

Susquehanna River 

• 4.02 acres of temporary fill in the 

river due to west shore temporary 

access road 

• Temporary construction bridges 

(4 separate bridges); each of the 

4 bridges would impact 

approximately 3.22 acres of deck/ 

0.02 acre for support piers  

• 0.75 acre of existing pier removal 

• 1.77 acres of new piers 

• Proposed South Bridge would 

shade 14.33 acres of river (net 

increase of 5.8 acres) 

Paxton Creek 

• Paxton Creek bridge would shade 

0.12 acre of creek 

• The viaduct would span Paxton 

Creek and have no instream 

impacts 

Susquehanna River 

• 3.74 acres of temporary fill in the 

river due to west shore temporary 

access road 

• Temporary construction bridges 

(4 separate bridges); 10.38 acres 

total 

• 0.40 acre of temporary impacts for 

east shore boat ramp and restoration 

• 3.52 acres total of permanent impact 

for bridge removal, installation, and 

riverbank restoration  

o 0.61 acre of existing pier removal 

o 2.60 acres of new piers and scour 

protection 

o 0.28 acre of restoration 

o 0.03 acre of outfalls 

• Proposed South Bridge would shade 

5.05 acres of river (net increase) 

Paxton Creek 

• Paxton Creek bridge would shade 

0.13 acre of creek 

• 0.01 acre of temporary impact for 

construction access 

• The viaduct and temporary bridges 

will span Paxton Creek and have no 

instream impacts 

• Obtain a Clean Water Act (CWA) 

Section 404/PADEP Chapter 105 permit 

to address the temporary construction and 

permanent impacts on surface water 

resources 

• Use temporary trestle bridges to minimize 

river impacts 

• Remove temporary fill after construction 

is complete and restore the river shoreline 

• Prepare a bridge maintenance project plan 

for the U.S. Coast Guard 

• Implement an erosion and sedimentation 

control plan and best management 

practices (BMP) 

• Install dam warning signs and buoys up- 

and downstream of the Dock Street Dam 

in accordance with the Final Aids to 

Navigation plan developed with the 

resource agencies and City of Harrisburg 

• Purchase mitigation bank credits to offset 

impacts 

• Remove existing bridge piers 2 feet 

below the river bottom 
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Resource 

Topic 

EA/FONSI Impact EA Reevaluation Impact Proposed Mitigation Summary 

Wetlands • 0.31 acre of temporary wetland 

island impact due to construction 

bridges 

• 0.41 acre of vegetation cutting on 

island wetland (includes area of 

temporary wetland impact due to 

construction bridge) 

• 0.03 acre of permanent impact for 

bridge pier on island wetland  

• Proposed bridge would shade 

0.22 acre of island wetland 

• 0.72 acre of temporary wetland 

island impact due to construction 

bridges (includes trestle caissons, 

shading, and vegetation cutting) 

• 0.03 acre of permanent impact for 

bridge pier on island wetland  

• Proposed bridge would shade 

0.20 acre of island wetland 

• Obtain a CWA Section 404/PADEP 

Chapter 105 permit to address the 

temporary construction and permanent 

impacts on wetlands 

• Replant the island and reestablish the 

shoreline once the temporary construction 

bridge/causeway is removed; monitor for 

5 years 

• Clear trees from the river island but do 

not grub to maintain root structure and 

stability of the island 

Floodplains • Slight decrease in permanent flood 

hazards  

• Temporary impact during 

construction would not affect 

additional structures based on 

modeling 

Susquehanna River 

• No increase in water surface 

elevations for build condition; 

therefore, no permanent flood 

hazard  

• Construction would temporarily 

increase water surface elevations but 

would not affect additional 

structures 

Paxton Creek 

• No substantial encroachment of the 

floodplain 

• Viaduct would span stream channel 

• Develop a plan to address potential ice 

dams and flooding during construction, 

including removal of equipment from the 

temporary construction bridges when 

prudent 
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Resource 

Topic 

EA/FONSI Impact EA Reevaluation Impact Proposed Mitigation Summary 

Fish Habitat SAV 

• Construction could result in 

temporary impacts on SAV and 

fish species inhabiting the river  

• South Bridge would shade 0.58 

acre of SAV and impact 0.1 acre 

for pier placement  

• During construction, 0.66 acre of 

SAV would be impacted 

temporarily 

Smallmouth Bass 

Spawning Avoidance Measure 

SAV 

• SAV habitat is dynamic; impacts 

expected to be similar to EA 

estimates  

Smallmouth Bass 

Spawning Avoidance Measure 

SAV 

• Monitor the SAV beds for 3 years after 

construction to ensure they reestablish 

naturally 

Smallmouth Bass 

• Do not work in the river (construction/ 

removal of causeways) between May 1 

and June 15  

• Construct the temporary construction 

bridge sections (trestles) to ensure fish 

and eel passage is maintained during 

construction 

Invasive 

Species 
• Construction equipment could 

spread invasive species 

• Same as EA/FONSI impacts • Follow PennDOT’s invasive species 

guidance and BMPs (PennDOT 

Publication 756 [2014]) during 

construction to minimize the potential for 

invasive species to take root or spread 

during construction 

• Obtain permit to comply with quarantine 

and treatment procedures for the spotted 

lanternfly (Lycorma delicatula) during 

construction 

Threatened 

and 

Endangered 

Species 

• Northern long-eared bat spring 

staging/fall swarming habitat 

Avoidance Measure (do not cut 

trees during pup season, May 15 to 

August 15) 

• Northern long-eared bat, Indiana 

bat, and tricolored bat Not Likely to 

Adversely Affect Determination 

Avoidance Measure (do not cut trees 

during active season, April 1 to 

November 15) 

• Notify the contractor that the project area 

is within the range of protected bat 

species  

• Do not cut trees between April 1 and 

November 15 

• Limit tree removal to the limits of 

disturbance shown on the project plans 

and surveyed/staked in the field 

• Pre-demolition bridge survey for bats and 

migratory birds by qualified biologist as 

per contract special provision  
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Resource 

Topic 

EA/FONSI Impact EA Reevaluation Impact Proposed Mitigation Summary 

Transit 

Systems, 

Vehicular and 

Commercial 

Traffic 

• Congestion and safety problems 

remedied, benefitting local and 

long-distance travelers as well as 

transit routes using the proposed 

South Bridge and South 3rd Street 

Bridge  

• During construction, short delays 

or detours may be necessary 

• Same as EA/FONSI impacts • Stage construction of the new South 

Bridge structures, new South 3rd Street 

Bridge, and the viaduct from the eastern 

end of the South Bridge to Cameron 

Street to maintain travel lanes by 

constructing the new structures adjacent 

to the existing ones, then shifting traffic 

onto the new structures  

• Coordinate with Capital Area Transit and 

Rabbittransit to reduce impacts to service 

during project construction 

• Install warning signs, speed restrictions, 

detours, and work zone safety measures 

during the construction period based on a 

Maintenance and Protection of Traffic 

Plan 

• Prepare a Traffic Management Plan, 

including details on communicating with 

travelers, City of Harrisburg officials, 

emergency service providers, and school 

districts and businesses to keep them 

informed of temporary detour routes, lane 

closures, and construction timing 

• Add signs to direct trucks to the industrial 

complex near 10th Street in Lemoyne 
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Resource 

Topic 

EA/FONSI Impact EA Reevaluation Impact Proposed Mitigation Summary 

Pedestrian and 

Bicycle Travel 
• Replacement of the South 3rd 

Street Bridge would provide 

improved bicycle and pedestrian 

facilities  

• During construction, short delays 

or detours may be necessary 

• During construction, the Capital 

Area Greenbelt Trail would be 

relocated around the construction 

staging area; trail continuity would 

be maintained in this way 

throughout construction 

• Same as EA/FONSI impacts • Maintain bicycle and pedestrian travel 

across South 3rd Street Bridge during 

construction 

• See mitigation for Transit Systems, 

vehicular and commercial traffic; the 

Maintenance and Protection of Traffic 

Plan and Traffic Management Plan will 

include provisions for pedestrians and 

bicyclists 

• Temporarily re-route the Capital Area 

Greenbelt Trail around the construction 

staging area on the east shore during 

construction; include improvements to 

the trail to offset effects on this 

recreational resource; see mitigation for 

Section 4(f) resources 

Land Use and 

Community 

Cohesion 

• Consistent with adopted plans  

• Replacement of the South 3rd 

Street Bridge would provide 

improved neighborhood 

connections 

• Same as EA/FONSI impacts • See mitigation for Transit Systems, 

vehicular and commercial traffic 
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Resource 

Topic 

EA/FONSI Impact EA Reevaluation Impact Proposed Mitigation Summary 

Right-of-Way 

Acquisition, 

Relocations, 

and 

Displacements 

• 36 parcels in total 

• Approximately 22 parcels would 

require temporary construction or 

aerial easement 

o 1 business affected by temporary 

construction easements needed 

for construction of the viaduct on 

the east shore (business may be 

able to continue operations 

during construction) 

• 13 partial (but permanent) 

acquisitions anticipated:  

o 1 business is affected by the 

southbound off ramp of the 

Lemoyne Interchange, including 

demolition of structures 

(business may continue 

operation on its remaining 

property)  

o Requires construction staging in 

an area currently occupied by an 

unsheltered community 

encampment  

• 1 total acquisition of an 

undeveloped parcel with no 

structures 

• 33 parcels in total 

• 18 parcels with temporary 

construction easement and other 

permanent acquisitions (no 

displacements) 

o 1 business affected by temporary 

construction easements needed for 

construction of the viaduct on the 

east shore (business may be able 

to continue operations during 

construction) 

o 1 business is affected by the 

southbound off ramp of the 

Lemoyne Interchange, including 

demolition of structures (business 

plans to close the recycling and 

salvage yard, but continue other 

aspects of its operation on its 

remaining property) 

• 12 parcels with temporary 

construction easement only  

• 3 parcels total acquisition (no 

displacements)  

• Property acquisitions were conducted in 

accordance with the Uniform Relocation 

Assistance and Real Property 

Acquisitions Policies Act of 1970, as 

amended; Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 

of 1964; and the Pennsylvania Eminent 

Domain Code of 1964 

Local and 

Regional 

Economy 

• Minor tax revenue loss 

• Construction spending would result 

in a temporary increase in regional 

economic activity 

• Same as EA/FONSI impacts • No mitigation proposed 
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Resource 

Topic 

EA/FONSI Impact EA Reevaluation Impact Proposed Mitigation Summary 

Community 

Facilities and 

Services 

• No direct adverse effects to 

emergency services providers, 

school districts, or recreational 

facilities 

• Short-term impacts on school bus 

routes in Lemoyne may occur; 

occasional detours or lane 

restrictions may be needed during 

replacement of the South 3rd Street 

Bridge and re-alignment of 

Lowther Street 

• Reduced congestion would benefit 

emergency services providers 

• During construction, the Capital 

Area Greenbelt Trail would be 

relocated around the construction 

staging area; trail continuity would 

be maintained in this way 

throughout construction 

• Loss of 9 trees identified as having 

a memorial plaque associated with 

their planting along Capital Area 

Greenbelt Trail 

• Same as EA/FONSI impacts • Incorporate Americans with Disabilities 

Act-accessible sidewalks to improve 

safety and accessibility for non-motorized 

travelers where sidewalks are being 

incorporated or replaced on the west 

shore in Lemoyne 

• Coordinate with Capital Area Transit and 

Rabbittransit to reduce impacts to service 

during project construction 

• Temporarily re-route the Capital Area 

Greenbelt Trail around the construction 

staging area on the east shore during 

construction; include improvements to 

the trail to offset effects on this 

recreational resource; see mitigation for 

Section 4(f) resources 

• Coordinate with CAGA for the Greenbelt 

Trail and the memorial trees planted 

south of the bridge on the east shore; see 

mitigation for Section 4(f) resources 

• Develop a Traffic Management Plan 
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Resource 

Topic 

EA/FONSI Impact EA Reevaluation Impact Proposed Mitigation Summary 

Community 

Facilities and 

Services 

(cont’d.) 

— — • Maintain access to the Susquehanna 

River for Harrisburg River Rescue and 

Emergency Services 

• Prepare a Traffic Management Plan, 

including details on communicating with 

travelers, City of Harrisburg officials, 

emergency service providers, and school 

districts and businesses to keep them 

informed of temporary detour routes, lane 

closures, and construction timing; see 

mitigation for Transit Systems, vehicular 

and commercial traffic 

Unsheltered 

Community 
• Unsheltered community 

encampment area would be vacated 

to use for construction, access, and 

staging 

• Unsheltered community 

encampment area was vacated to use 

for construction, access, and staging 

• PennDOT coordinated with the City of 

Harrisburg, Dauphin County, and CACH 

regarding project schedule and services to 

assist in relocation 

• PennDOT provided advanced notice to 

the unsheltered community that they 

needed to vacate the area PennDOT 

acquired for construction 

• PennDOT remediated the area for any 

health and safety concerns related to 

waste materials left behind by the 

unsheltered community encampment 
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Resource 

Topic 

EA/FONSI Impact EA Reevaluation Impact Proposed Mitigation Summary 

Visual • Proposed bridge would be similar 

in height and length to the existing 

bridge; with its wider cross section, 

it may appear more prominent as a 

landscape feature  

• Lemoyne mural would be affected 

• Views of and from the South Bridge 

are generally the same as 

EA/FONSI impacts 

• Bridge pier design changed from 

open to closed pier design 

• No lighting is proposed under the 

South Bridge over the Susquehanna 

River 

• Construct the I-83 South Bridge to be 

visually similar to the existing structure 

using a multi-girder bridge design 

• Add architectural treatments and 

decorative features to the South 3rd Street 

Bridge to provide consistent aesthetics 

along the I-83 corridor 

• Develop architectural treatment plan for 

the viaduct, ramps, and retaining walls 

during final design 

• Develop a landscaping plan to minimize 

the visual intrusion of the interstate in 

residential areas during final design 

• Design the noise barriers for a consistent 

aesthetic along the I-83 corridor; discuss 

the community-facing side of the noise 

barrier with the benefited receptors 

during final design 

• Coordination with Lemoyne Borough has 

been completed regarding the mural 

Air Quality  • No substantial air quality impacts  

• Project is in an approved 

transportation improvement 

program and meets regional 

conformity requirements  

• Same as EA/FONSI impacts • No mitigation proposed 

Noise • Noise levels are predicted to 

approach or exceed the noise 

abatement criteria at receptor sites 

within 4 of the 6 NSAs in the 

corridor 

• Noise barriers are feasible and 

reasonable for NSA-2 and NSA-3 

• The owners and renters of benefitted 

receptors voted in favor of noise 

barrier construction, and selected 

gray ashlar stone for NSA-2 and tan 

ashlar stone for NSA-3 for the 

community-facing side of the noise 

barriers 

• Construct noise barriers for NSA-2 and 

NSA-3 

• Notify the public prior to scheduled 

nighttime construction activities 
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Resource 

Topic 

EA/FONSI Impact EA Reevaluation Impact Proposed Mitigation Summary 

Hazardous 

and Residual 

Waste 

• Impacts associated with excavation 

of potentially contaminated soils  

• Clean-up of areas of past 

contamination would benefit the 

area 

• Impacts associated with excavating 

potentially contaminated soils and 

encountering potentially 

contaminated groundwater 

• Clean-up of areas of past 

contamination would benefit the 

area 

• Include SPs in construction contract to 

conduct additional bridge and ramp 

structure inspections for asbestos-

containing materials and lead-based paint, 

as appropriate, and to manage and handle 

regulated materials and waste. 

• Coordinate with PADEP prior to any 

activities impacting WS-2 (former 

Firestone Motors), in accordance with its 

EC, and comply with the EC during right-

of-way acquisition and construction 

• Prepare and implement SPs for 12 

potentially contaminated properties 

during construction; SPs will include as 

applicable: soil excavation; contingency 

soil sampling, analysis, disposal, and 

reporting; groundwater sampling and 

disposal 

• Ensure the contractor prepares and 

follows appropriate plans (HASP and 

SWP); conducts fill determinations of 

soils not used within the project corridor 

to ensure proper handling, transport, and 

disposal of soils; and properly disposes 

contaminated soils at permitted waste 

facilities 
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Resource 

Topic 

EA/FONSI Impact EA Reevaluation Impact Proposed Mitigation Summary 

Cultural 

Resources 
• No effect on 7 eligible historic 

properties; no adverse effect on 

5 properties 

• No archaeological sites within the 

area of direct effect 

• Same as EA/FONSI impacts No mitigation is required; however, the 

following will be adhered to: 

• Do not permit construction staging within 

any of the known historic or 

archaeological properties within the 

project vicinity 

• Immediately stop construction activities 

within the area of discovery should there 

be an inadvertent discovery of cultural 

resources, pending PennDOT/FHWA 

coordination with the PHMC and Native 

American Tribes or Nations 

Energy • Increased capacity and reduced 

congestion resulting from 

additional travel lanes would 

improve travel speeds and reduce 

stop-and-go traffic and idling on I-

83, resulting in less energy usage 

associated with congestion  

• Maintenance activities would be 

lower 

• Same as EA/FONSI impacts  • Construct the South Bridge, viaduct, and 

South 3rd Street Bridge offline while 

maintaining traffic on the existing 

roadway/bridge to keep traffic moving 

during construction and reduce the 

amount of time vehicles would be idling, 

reducing overall fuel consumption during 

construction 

• Encourage the contractor to implement 

sustainable materials and construction 

practices in constructing the project 
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Resource 

Topic 

EA/FONSI Impact EA Reevaluation Impact Proposed Mitigation Summary 

Construction • Temporary impacts on surface 

waters, wetlands, and submerged 

aquatic vegetation 

• Temporary water surface elevation 

increases may occur due to 

temporary construction bridges. 

Increased water surface elevation 

would not affect additional 

structures based on modeling 

• Construction equipment could 

spread invasive species  

• Travel detours and delays could 

occur for travelers 

• Use of heavy machinery and 

construction techniques could 

cause temporary noise, dust, and 

vibration impacts 

• Same as EA/FONSI impacts • Prepare a Preparedness, Prevention, and 

Contingency plan and implement the 

Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plan 

measures to avoid, minimize, and control 

temporary construction-related pollution 

during construction 

• Obtain a CWA Section 404/PADEP 

Chapter 105 permit to address the 

temporary construction impacts on water 

resources 

• Develop a post-construction monitoring 

plan to ensure reestablishment of 

submerged aquatic vegetation beds and 

river shorelines 

• Use temporary construction bridges for 

construction work to minimize temporary 

flood hazards  

• See proposed mitigation for Threatened 

and Endangered Species, Invasive 

Species, and Fish Habitat  

• Implement careful construction phasing 

and a Maintenance and Protection of 

Traffic Plan to minimize impacts on 

travel 

• Perform all construction activities in 

accordance with 25 Pennsylvania Code 

Article III (Chapters 121–145, Air 

Resources) to ensure adequate control 

measures for emissions are in place 

• Implement BMPs to minimize fugitive 

dust and construction noise impacts  
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Resource 

Topic 

EA/FONSI Impact EA Reevaluation Impact Proposed Mitigation Summary 

Section 4(f) • De minimis use of the Harrisburg 

City Parks 7 Parkway Plan/Capital 

Area Greenbelt 

• Same as EA/FONSI impacts • Coordinate with CAGA for trail closures, 

and replacement of the memorial trees 

and plaques 

• Re-route the upper trail during 

construction along South Front Street 

• Use flaggers and barriers for temporary 

trail closures during overhead work 

activities 

• Close the lower trail (the concrete path 

along the river also called the Riverwalk) 

in the construction zone under the bridge, 

and place signs upstream near the railroad 

bridge to direct trail users to use the trail 

detour route along South Front Street 

• Provide an improved paved parking area 

with lighting under the bridge; a comfort 

station, benches, bike racks, and bike 

repair station will not be provided 

• Reconstruct the Greenbelt Trail ramp area 

at the southern side of the parking area 

• Restore the trail to its current condition 

and extend the upper trail through the 

improved parking area 

• Develop an agreement with the City of 

Harrisburg to maintain the parking area 
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4 Public and Agency Coordination 

4.1 Public and Stakeholder Involvement 

Throughout development of the EA, efforts were made to engage the public and project 

stakeholders to obtain information and input regarding the project and its effect on the natural, 

social, and cultural environment. Public engagement efforts were summarized in Chapter 4 of the 

EA and included public meetings, stakeholder meetings, coordination with public officials, 

maintenance of the South Bridge project website, and a public hearing during the EA availability 

period. 

Project website. Since issuance of the FONSI for the project in February 2024, there have been 

two updates to the project website regarding the current project status. Additionally, PennDOT 

has continued to respond to questions and comments concerning the project and project 

construction as they have been received. 

Unsheltered community coordination. As final design progressed, PennDOT continued to 

coordinate with Dauphin County, the City of Harrisburg, the Governor’s Office, and CACH 

regarding the need to move the unsheltered population from the area on the east shore under and 

south of the existing I-83 bridge and viaduct. Regular check-in meetings were held, increasing to 

bi-weekly meetings with interim phone calls and emails as the date to move the unsheltered 

community approached. 

CACH, together with Dauphin County and the non-profit agency Amiracle4Sure, took the lead 

on identifying, purchasing, and preparing an alternative location for the unsheltered. CACH and 

the County provided information via conversations and flyers so those inhabiting the unsheltered 

community encampment were aware of their options and had advanced notice regarding the need 

to move and the deadline for moving. The move began at the beginning of August 2025, and all 

unsheltered persons vacated the property by September 22, 2025. Coordination continued 

through early November 2025, when the site was cleaned, cleared, and fenced. 

Capital Area Greenbelt coordination. Subsequent to the EA/FONSI, several conversations 

were held with the City of Harrisburg regarding potential mitigation and other considerations 

noted in the EA/FONSI. Based on these discussions, it was decided, due to maintenance 

considerations, that a comfort station, benches, bike racks, and a bike repair station would not be 

added in the parking lot for the Greenbelt Trail in the I-83 vicinity. The parking area will be 

paved, and lighting will be installed. 

Additionally, due to maintenance considerations, it was decided that under-bridge lighting will 

not be added to the South Bridge structure over the Susquehanna River. 

In coordination with CAGA, it was decided that the trees to be removed from the Greenbelt Trail 

area south of I-83 will be replaced, but that CAGA will determine the desired species to be 

planted since some of the existing trees present maintenance issues or are not native species. 

Additionally, the contractor will store the memorial plaques removed from the trees and 

coordinate with CAGA to determine whether the stored plaques will be reinstalled or new 

plaques supplied by CAGA will be installed for the memorial trees. 

Appendix D contains applicable documentation of discussions regarding the Capital Area 

Greenbelt. 
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Lemoyne Borough. Subsequent to the EA/FONSI, several conversations were held with 

Lemoyne Borough to discuss considerations noted in the EA/FONSI. To address the Borough’s 

concerns regarding the mural along the southbound I-83 off ramp of the Lemoyne exit 

interchange, a commemorative video of the mural was prepared and provided to the Borough. 

Discussions also took place regarding maintenance of sidewalks and lighting, and a maintenance 

agreement was signed between PennDOT and the Borough. PennDOT agreed to incorporate 

signs directing trucks to the industrial complex near 10th Street to minimize trucks using Herman 

and Hummel Streets. Appendix E contains applicable documentation of discussions with 

Lemoyne Borough. 

City of Harrisburg. Subsequent to the EA/FONSI, PennDOT has been coordinating regularly 

with the City of Harrisburg regarding various considerations noted in the EA/FONSI and 

working toward a maintenance agreement, which has not yet been executed. 

Noise barrier coordination. Owners and renters of benefitted residential receptors in NSA-2 

and NSA-3 were invited to attend a noise public meeting on November 19, 2025, from 6:00 to 

7:00 p.m. at Trinity Lutheran Church of God, 2000 Chestnut Street, Camp Hill. Benefitted 

residential receptor owners and renters were asked to vote on whether they wanted a noise 

barrier. They were also asked to vote on the color and texture of the residential-facing side of the 

noise barrier. The majority of those voting voted in favor of noise barrier construction. They 

chose gray ashlar stone for the residential-facing side of the noise barrier for NSA-2, and tan 

ashlar stone for NSA-3. 

Right-of-way acquisition. Right-of-way acquisition specialists have been in contact with 

property owners to purchase the right-of-way needed for project construction as well as 

temporary and permanent easements. 

Construction. As the project transitions from final design and right-of-way acquisition into 

construction, PennDOT will continue to update the project website at appropriate times. When 

construction activities may interrupt traffic patterns, PennDOT will alert motorists in advance to 

warn of potential delays and facilitate alternative travel plans.  

4.2 Agency Coordination 

USACE and PADEP. Subsequent to issuance of the FONSI in February 2024, PennDOT 

continued to coordinate with USACE and PADEP regarding the Chapter 105/Section 404 JPA. 

The JPA was submitted on December 12, 2024, and technical deficiency comments were 

received from USACE and PADEP on May 21, 2025. Comments were responded to, and the 

application was resubmitted on July 16, 2025. Additional technical deficiency comments were 

received on September 25, 2025.  

While the JPA was being reviewed, conversations occurred with USACE and PADEP to 

determine an in-lieu fee-payment option for impacts on Waters of the United States. Meetings 

were held on October 17, 2025; November 6, 2025; November 25, 2025; and January 22, 2026; 

with USACE and PADEP to discuss the Waters of the United States mitigation details in 

advance of resubmitting the JPA. The most recent response was submitted on February 17, 2026.  

USFWS. As discussed in Section 3.2.2, Threatened and Endangered Species, coordination was 

undertaken with USFWS regarding the updated PNDI, which resulted in an additional 

endangered bat species and proposed threatened bat species. Coordination included several 
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phone calls between PennDOT environmental staff and the USFWS representative. Appendix A 

provides the PNDI receipt, IPaC species list, and USFWS determination letters. 

PHMC. PennDOT’s Cultural Resource Professional posted an updated design plan and 

Section 106 finding to PATH on September 19, 2025 (see Appendix C). 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA). During preparation of the EA, USEPA 

asked to be kept informed regarding moving the unsheltered community from the construction 

and staging area needed for the project. PennDOT sent a letter to USEPA in September 2025 

regarding the positive forward progress being made. PennDOT sent a follow-up email in 

December 2025 confirming the successful move of the unsheltered community predominantly to 

the nearby AMiracle4Sure tent community location, and the subsequent clean-up, clearing, and 

fencing of the construction and staging area. 

Construction. Coordination with resource agencies will continue as appropriate for the 

remainder of final design and project construction. 

5 Conclusion 

Based on this EA Reevaluation for the proposed project, there have been no new significant 

changes to the proposed action, the affected environment, the anticipated impacts, nor the 

proposed mitigation measures since the EA was prepared and the FONSI was issued. Therefore, 

the original environmental decision remains valid. 

All technical documents and coordination referenced in this EA Reevaluation are maintained in 

the project’s technical files and are available upon request.  
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Capital Area Greenbelt Association 
Post Office Box 15405 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-5405 
www.caga.org 
 
 

 
The official registration and financial information of the Capital Area Greenbelt Association Inc. may be obtained from the Pennsylvania 

Department of State by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. 
Registration does not imply endorsement. 

 

June 21, 2024 
 
Mr. Rich Reisinger, Assistant District Engineer   
PennDOT District 8 
2140 Herr Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17103 
 
Dear Mr. Reisinger,  
 
Since 2019, our Association  and PennDOT have been working together on a Greenbelt improvement 
plan as part of the I-83 South Bridge Replacement Project. The concept plan (see attached drawing) 
included notable improvements to the trail and trailhead parking.  It also included a proposed comfort 
station, contingent upon identifying a local entity to manage its operation.  We fully support the 
trailhead and the other improvements, but have concluded that the proposed comfort station would be 
a difficult facility for the City and/or our Association to maintain and secure.  
 
We would suggest that the resources that were to be committed to the comfort station instead be used 
to help secure a permanent location for the Greenbelt on the Phoenix Associates Property.  The 
Greenbelt is currently located on a 2-acre portion of the Phoenix Associates property that is bounded by 
the Susquehanna River to the west and South Front Street 
Greenbelt has been available to the public since March of 1996 on a permissive basis, but public use is 
not permanently protected by easement or public ownership. 
 
 It would be a major benefit to the City and the public to work cooperatively to close this gap and 
achieve permanent status for this small but significant portion of the 20+mile Greenbelt Trail.  We 
believe this benefit would greatly outweigh the construction of a comfort station under the new bridge. 
 
In 1996, we received written permission from Alex Grass, acting with the consent of the other partners  
in Phoenix Associates, to construct the Greenbelt on its property.  Greenbelt volunteers, with assistance 
from the City of Harrisburg and the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, built the trail 
and established a Memorial Tree Garden.  For over 28 years, our volunteers have continued to maintain 
this section, mowed the grass, and cared for 100+ memorial trees.   
 
We understand PennDOT will be acquiring some or all of the Phoenix Associates property for the South 
Bridge project.  When we met in January, staff shared that more information regarding right-of-way 
needs would be available in the Spring.   
 
PennDOT has recognized the value of the Greenbelt and has supported its renewal with over $10 million 
in federal funds since the 1990s.  The Tri-County Planning Commission recently awarded CAGA $1.4 
million in Transportation Set-Aside Funds to restore the 



grown to a 24-mile trail system with a 20-
active transportation system and our top priority is to keep the 20- mile intact, safe, and easy to access.  
Our municipal partners own and protect 97% of the trail mileage and only 3% of the trail remains 
unprotected in private ownership.  The Phoenix Associates parcel is one of three remaining privately 
owned parcels that we are seeking to permanently protect.   
 
 We are requesting a meeting to discuss this recommendation and to receive a
plans for the I-83 South Bridge Replacement Project as it relates to our stewardship of the 
Memorial Tree Garden and our  trail near the bridge.   
 
We thank you for your decades of support and look forward to further discussions on opportunities to 
improve the Greenbelt in South Harrisburg and permanently protect this section.  Please continue to 

717 991 2534 or dwkripas@gmail.com  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Doug Hill, President 
Capital Area Greenbelt Association  
 
 
cc:  Diane Kripas 
cc:  Sharon Orkin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachment 
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Stakeholder Meeting  Capital Area Greenbelt Association Coordination Meeting 
Memo  
 

Date:  August 14, 2024 
Time:  11:00 AM 
Location:   @ the District Office  
 

ATTENDEES  REPRESENTING                  EMAIL    
 
Richard A. Reisinger    Assistant District Executive - Design   ricreising@pa.gov  
Heidi A. Mertz             Design Services Engineer                    hmertz@pa.gov 
Dustin Palmer             District Right of Way Administrator     dupalmer@pa.gov 
Marwa Said                 Senior Project Manager                          msaid@pa.gov 
John M. Bachman        Senior Project Manager                          jobachman@pa.gov 
Sharon Okin                District Environmental Manager          sokin@pa.gov 
Doug Hill                          Capital Area Greenbelt                     dehill717@gmail.com 
Diane Kripas                     Capital Area Greenbelt                    dwkripas@gmail.com                                        
Mike Krempasky              Capital Area Greenbelt                    mikekrempasky@gmail.com                                                              
 
 
MEETING PURPOSE 
The primary objective of this meeting was to address the request made by GACA to 
discuss their preference for the removal of the comfort station from the proposed 
enhancements to the front street parking. Furthermore, the meeting served to provide 
the district with an update regarding their future trail improvement plan. 

 
MEETING DISCUSSION OUTCOME: 
 
 

1. In conclusion, a decision was made to remove the comfort station from the final 
plans of the South Bridge project, as the City of Harrisburg declined to sign the 
maintenance agreement for the station due to safety concerns. Marwa stated that 
she will be updating the City of Harrisburg regarding the removal of the comfort 
station from the project plans and will work with the city on the maintenance 
agreement for the parking area only. 

 
2. For the memorial garden, the design team must ensure that the special provision 

regarding the removal of plaques is clearly communicated. The contractor is 
responsible for storing the removed plaques. After planting the replacement trees, 
the contractor needs to coordinate with the Greenbelt, as they have expressed 
concerns about some of the older plaques and their interest in replacing them. 

 
3. The Greenbelt will be responsible for ordering the replacement of the plaques 
 
4. The green belt stipulates that all tree replacements must consist of native species. 

Additionally, it is essential to engage in coordination with them to identify the 
specific types of trees required for this initiative. 
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Stakeholder Meeting  Capital Area Greenbelt Association Coordination Meeting 
Memo  
 

Date:  April 15, 2025 
Time:  9:00 AM 
Location:   @ the District Office  
 

ATTENDEES  REPRESENTING                  EMAIL    
 
Richard A. Reisinger    Assistant District Executive - Design   ricreising@pa.gov  
Heidi A. Mertz             Design Services Engineer                    hmertz@pa.gov 
Dustin Palmer             District Right of Way Administrator     dupalmer@pa.gov 
Marwa Said                 Senior Project Manager                          msaid@pa.gov 
John M. Bachman        Senior Project Manager                          jobachman@pa.gov 
Sharon Okin                District Environmental Manager          sokin@pa.gov 
Doug Hill                          Capital Area Greenbelt                     dehill717@gmail.com 
Diane Kripas                     Capital Area Greenbelt                    dwkripas@gmail.com                                        
Mike Krempasky              Capital Area Greenbelt                    mikekrempasky@gmail.com                                                              
 
 
MEETING PURPOSE 
 
The primary objective of this meeting was to provide an update to CAGA regarding the 
timelines for the South Bridge project and East Shore Section 3. Furthermore, CAGA 
intended to present their future relocation plans for South Harrisburg 
 
MEETING DISCUSSION OUTCOME: 
 
 

1. CAGA introduced their future plan at Sycamore Street, presenting two options. 
PennDOT informed CAGA that one of these options conflicts with access to the 
Pennsy property, as the project will require adjustments to the gate access to 
accommodate delivery trucks and construction traffic that will be utilized for the 
construction of the south bridge. However, we assured CAGA that as the design 
progresses, we will provide more detailed information to assist the Greenbelt in 
planning for the future trail. 

 
2. CAGA discussed the options for trees in the memorial garden and requested that 

the design team meet in the field to assess the total number of trees that need to 
be replaced. Marwa confirmed that they will reach out after the meeting to 
schedule a time for this site visit. 

 
3. CAGA requested an update on the underpass at Cameron st project during the 

Farm Show. Rich informed them that the construction work is anticipated to be 
completed by June. 

 
4. CAGA mentioned the Tour de Belt event scheduled for June 1st and asked whether 

PennDOT could ensure the route would be open for the event. Rich recommended 
that they prepare a contingency plan, which would involve having the City police 
provide support at the intersection during the event. 
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Stakeholder Meeting  Capital Area Greenbelt Association Field Meeting Memo  
 

Date:  May 28, 2025 
Time:  10:30 AM 
Location: 900 S. Front St., Harrisburg, PA 17104 
 

ATTENDEES REPRESENTING EMAIL 
Marwa Said Senior Project Manager msaid@pa.gov 
Eric Gogola Consultant Project Manager egogola@hntb.com 
Doug Hill Capital Area Greenbelt dehill717@gmail.com 
Mike Krempasky Capital Area Greenbelt mikekrempasky@gmail.com 
Others from CAGA were in attendance 
 
MEETING PURPOSE 
The primary objective of this meeting was to continue final design coordination with 
CAGA and provide an update on where the design stands and the commitments. 

 
MEETING DISCUSSION OUTCOME: 

1. Introductions/Project Overview  The attendees began with introductions. Marwa 
Said and Eric Gogola provided an overview of the work and the previous plans for 
the area in question. 

 
2. Greenbelt Detour during Construction  Eric Gogola discussed the detour of the 

Greenbelt during construction. It was noted that Greenbelt traffic would use S. 
Front St. during construction with short-term stoppages as necessary for material 
delivery, beam placement, and bridge demolition activities. Signage detailing the 
path to take would be placed prior to the detour being in place. 
 

3. Memorial Garden  For the memorial garden, the design team will provide a special 
provision including the following requirements: 
 

1. Memorial Tree Inventory to be used to coordinate which trees species will 
not be replaced in-kind but with another native species as chosen by CAGA 
representatives. Replacement trees will be planted by the contractor once a 
species is selected by CAGA. 

2. Memorial Plaque Removal
contractor will coordinate with CAGA on damaged plaques that need 
replacement. CAGA will provide replacement of plaques damaged prior to 
construction or if replacement of all plaques is warranted. 

3. Coordination with CAGA will be required throughout construction. 
 

4. The attendees walked the site to discuss the limits of disturbed area. There are 
remnants of existing structures in and around the limits. Only those structures 
within the temporary construction easement and previously identified will be 
removed. 
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Stakeholder Meeting  Lemoyne Borough Coordination Meeting Memo  
 

Date:  March 5, 2024 
Time:  11:00 AM 
Location:   Lemoyne Borough: Office (510 Herman Ave, Lemoyne, PA  17043) 
 

ATTENDEES  REPRESENTING                  EMAIL    
 
Richard A. Reisinger    Assistant District Executive - Design   ricreising@pa.gov  
Mark A. Malhenzie         Senior Project Manager                           mmalhenzie@pa.gov 
Lemoyne official                  
 
MEETING PURPOSE 
 
The primary objective of this meeting was to discuss with Lemoyne borough official ideas 
of preserving the memory of the Lemoyne mural.  
 
MEETING DISCUSSION OUTCOME: 
 
 
PennDOT and Lemoyne Borough officials discussed ideas for preserving the mural, which 
will be under fill due to the South Bridge project. The meeting concluded with the 
understanding that the mural cannot be preserved physically, but there are ideas to 
commemorate it. Lemoyne Borough has requested the following to maintain the memory 
of the mural: 

 
1. Wrapping the existing mural with a protective cover prior to placing the fill. 

 
2. Creating a documentary-style video that documents the making of the mural and 

features community members who assisted in painting it. 
 
 

3. Capturing a high-resolution photograph of the mural for future use. 
 

4. Providing a QR code that links users to the video, which will be hosted on the 
borough's website. 
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Stakeholder Meeting  Lemoyne Borough Coordination Meeting Memo  
 

Date:  Feb 25, 2025 
Time:  10:30 AM 
Location:   Lemoyne Borough: Office (510 Herman Ave, Lemoyne, PA  17043) 
 

ATTENDEES  REPRESENTING                  EMAIL    
 
Richard A. Reisinger    Assistant District Executive - Design   ricreising@pa.gov  
Derek Mitch                District Bridge Engineer                     dmitch@pa.gov 
Marwa Said                Senior Project Manager       msaid@pa.gov 
Kyle Snyder                District Planner                                 kysnyder@pa.gov                                                      
Emily Osilka                Transportation Planning Specialist       eosilka@pa.gov                                     
Eric Gogola                 HNTB                                               egogola@hntb.com  
Robert Nuss                KCI                                                 robert.nuss@kci.com  
Suzanne Yenchko        Lemoyne borough                             syenchko@lemoynepa.com 
 
 
MEETING PURPOSE 
 
The primary objective of this meeting was to present the draft Mural documentary video 
seeking the borough feedback and discuss the borough concern regard the location of 

 
 
MEETING DISCUSSION OUTCOME: 
 
 
PennDOT presented the draft Mural video to Sue. Her feedback will be incorporated into 
the final product. Sue will also present the draft video to the borough board and share 
any additional comments with Marwa. 
 

 
 
Lemoyne Borough is concerned that, under the current configuration, trucks on I-83 
southbound exit Ramp X to 3rd Street at Lowther Street and use Lowther Street to 
access the industrial and warehouse area along 10th Street. With the proposed Ramp X 
configuration connecting to 3rd Street north of I-83, trucks may use Hummel Avenue 
instead of Lowther Street to reach the 10th Street area. Hummel Avenue is a residential 
street and is not intended for high volumes of truck traffic. Although the design team 
does not anticipate a significant shift from Lowther Street, several measures could be 
considered to discourage truck traffic on Hummel Avenue and other residential streets 
within the borough. 
 

 Install blue and white Tourist Oriented Directional (TOD) signs along Ramp X to 
guide trucks to the designated industrial area. The signs will direct truck traffic to 
turn left onto 3rd Street. This is a low-cost solution, but its effectiveness depends 
on truck drivers following the signage. 
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Avenue, a state-owned road, with truck size restrictions. Police support will be 
necessary to enforce violations. 

 

 Since Herman Avenue and Bosler are Borough streets, Lemoyne may consider a 
traffic study to restrict truck access on these roads. 

 

 Curb extensions or bump outs at the intersections of Herman, Hummel, and Bosler 
Avenues with 3rd Street would narrow street entrances, reducing pedestrian 
crossing times and discouraging truck turns. These features could be included in 
the final design of the I-83 project or the current 3rd Street streetscape project. 
Although they require a moderate initial investment, they are highly effective and 
do not incur enforcement or long-term maintenance costs. 

 
 

any feedback. 
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Date:  May 29, 2025 
Time:  11:00 AM 
Location:   Lemoyne Borough Building 
 
 
ATTENDEES   REPRESENTING     
Amanda Seibert   Lemoyne 
Mike Knouse   Lemoyne 
Derek Mitch   PennDOT 
Steve Moore   PennDOT 
Dustin Palmer   PennDOT 
Marwa Said   PennDOT 
Eric Gogola   HNTB 
Rob Nuss   KCI 
 
Invited but did not attend 
Gail Gallo   Lemoyne Borough 
 
MEETING PURPOSE 

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the several items of coordination between PennDOT and 
Lemoyne Borough for the I-83 South Bridge project .  
 
MEETING DISCUSSION  

PennDOT gave a quick overview of the project and reason for the meeting. They indicated that 

items were discussed as follows. 

1. Sidewalk Maintenance Agreement: PennDOT asked Lemoyne Borough if there were any 
issues that Lemoyne Borough had with signing the agreement. The Lemoyne Borough 
attendees indicated that they did not know of any and that the Borough would like sidewalk 
on both sides of 3rd Street across the bridge over I-83. Action: PennDOT to send Lemoyne 
the standard agreement to act on. 

2. Lighting: PennDOT asked Lemoyne if they decided on if they desired to have the sidewalk 
lighting in the parapets of the 3rd Street bridge over I-83. After a brief discussion on where 
other street lighting may be, Lemoyne attendees indicated that the Borough is interested in 
the lighting. Action: PennDOT to send Lemoyne details of the lighting plus a lighting 
maintenance agreement. 

3. Curb Extensions/Bump Outs
concern with truck traffic turning right from Ramp X (the I-83 southbound exit ramp) and 
using Herman and/or Hummel Avenue to access the industrial complex near 10th Street. One 
solution may be to add bump-outs to the intersections of these two streets with 3rd Street. 
Lemoyne Borough showed a streetscaping design they have been developing for 3rd Street 
which included bump-outs on 3rd Street at Herman Ave to aid pedestrians crossing 3rd Street. 
They did not want to add bump-outs on Herman Ave due to emergency services vehicles 
needing to use this intersection. At the time, they think the streetscape project will be ready 
to let in 2026. Lemoyne Borough agreed to have PennDOT  team coordinate directly with 
Rettew who is doing the design for the Borough. Action: KCI and Rettew to coordinate 
on the limits of work for each project and the timing of construction. 
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4. Industrial Signing: Another way to help guide trucks to Lowther Street to access the 
industrial complex along 10th 
Lemoyne was interested in these signs and if they had decided on a name for the complex, as 
business names cannot be used. Lemoyne attendees indicated that they are interested and are 
working on a name. Action: Lemoyne Borough to provide the name of the industrial 
complex to PennDOT and pass a resolution making the name offical. 

5. Traffic Signals: As part of the project, PennDOT will be replacing the signal equipment at 
the intersection of Lowther Street/Maple Street and Lowther Street/3rd Street along with 
installing a new signal at the 3rd Street/Ramp X intersection. PennDOT indicated that they 
need a list of signal equipment the Borough uses. Lemoyne asked if they could review the 

coordinate on these items. Action: KCI to provide current set of plans to Rettew for 
review. Rettew to provide a proprietary item request letter when they send their signal 
design comments. 

6. Right-of-way: PennDOT asked Lemoyne how their appraisal was progressing and offered to 

Lemoyne indicated that they hoped to have their independent appraisal completed within a 
few weeks. PennDOT stressed the need to move forward in the process due to the impending 
let date. PennDOT wishes to avoid a condemnation, but will proceed with one if needed to 
meet the project schedule. 

We believe that the above accurately reflects what transpired at this meeting. However, we will 
appreciate comments involving a difference in understanding of what occurred. Unless we are 
notified in writing to the contrary within ten (10) days after receipt, we will assume that all in 
attendance concur in the accuracy of this summary. 

Minutes Prepared by: KCI 
















































