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Overview 
The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT), in cooperation with the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), is initiating National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) activities as part of project scoping for an Environmental Impact Statement to 
evaluate an 8-mile, 4-lane limited-access facility from the end of US 322/Mount Nittany 
Expressway in Boalsburg to the newly constructed limited access portion of US 322 at 
Potters Mills in Centre County, Pennsylvania.  
On May 8, 2025, PennDOT hosted a second public scoping meeting to provide refined 
alternative alignments to the North, Central, and South Alternatives presented at the 
August 2024 meeting, and PennDOT’s recommended preferred alternative to advance 
for further design, share potential environmental effects, and solicit public comment.  
The meeting was held at Wyndham Garden – State College. Meeting materials were 
made available on the study website (www.PennDOT.gov/SCAC) on May 5, 2025, with 
an open public comment period from May 5, 2025, to May 18, 2025. 
This report documents the second public scoping meeting notification process, meeting 
contents, and comments received with associated responses.  

Meeting Notification and Advertisement 
A variety of methods were utilized to notify review agencies, elected and public officials, 
citizens, stakeholders, and local leaders about the SCAC second public scoping meeting. 
The following sections identify the various notifications for the public involvement process. 

Agency Coordination Meeting 
An Agency Coordination Meeting was held on April 23, 2025, with the cooperating and 
participating agencies. The meeting included a presentation that provided a summary 
recap of the August 2024 Public Meeting and October Field View, project updates, the 
anticipated schedule, and an invitation to attend the May 8 public scoping meeting. The 
Agency Coordination Meeting email invitation, agenda, and presentation are included in 
Appendix A.  

Public Officials’ Invitation and Meeting 
A meeting with public officials was held before the second public scoping meeting at the 
Wyndham Garden – State College on May 8, 2025, from 1:00 P.M. to 2:30 P.M. 
Invitations were sent via email to 27 public officials and government partners on April 
17, 2025. The purpose of this briefing was to review the materials for the second public 
scoping meeting and offer an opportunity for questions and comments before the public 
meeting. A presentation was given to the officials showing the draft exhibits that would 
be used at the public meeting. Additionally, alternative alignment exhibits were 
displayed for more detailed review and discussion by the public officials. General 
concerns communicated during the meeting included: potential residential and 

http://www.penndot.gov/SCAC


 

   
   Second Public Scoping Meeting Summary Report 

  P a g e  |  2  
 

commercial displacements and local access, 
including the removal of the midpoint interchange. 
Figures 1 and 2 display the public officials meeting 
open house and presentation, respectively. A 
sample invitation letter emailed to public officials, 
meeting sign-in sheets, and the presentation are 
included in Appendix B.  

Public Meeting - Email 
Invitations  
Public meeting invitations were 
sent via e-mail to 1,449 interested 
parties (e.g., property and business 
owners, etc.) from the website 
mailing list on May 2, 2025. The 
invitation included the dates, times, and locations for the second public scoping meeting. 
A copy of the invitation is included in Appendix C. 

Every Door Direct Mail Notification 
Mail notifications were delivered via the US Postal Service (USPS) Every Door Direct Mail 
service to mailing routes in Centre Hall and Boalsburg on April 29, 2025. The mailing 
route maps, and a copy of the project postcard are found in Appendix D.   

Outreach to the Amish Community 
Targeted outreach was conducted with the local Amish community to provide notification 
of the second public scoping meeting. Three Amish church districts are located adjacent 
to the SCAC project area: West Penns Valley Church District, West Brush Valley Church 
District, and Nittany Valley Church District. Paper copies of the second public scoping 
meeting flyers were mailed to each of the church districts on April 29, 2025. Copies of the 
transmittal letter providing multiple copies of the second public scoping meeting flyer are 
located in Appendix E. 

Figure 2 – Public Official Presentation 

Figure 1 – Public Official Open House 
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Media Notification 
The second public scoping meeting was advertised in the Centre Daily Times on 
Wednesday, April 16, 2025. An advertisement ran in the Lewistown Sentinel on 
Wednesday, April 16, 2025, and Saturday, May 4, 2025. Appendix F contains copies of 
the newspaper advertisements. 

Press Releases 
As part of the public involvement process, an official Press Release was issued by 
PennDOT’s District 2 Press Office on May 5, 2025, to announce the dates, times, and 
details for the second public scoping meeting. The Press Release was distributed to major 
media outlets in the Centre County region. A copy of the press release is included in 
Appendix G. 

Media Coverage 
Several news outlets ran stories on the May 2025 second public scoping meeting and 
their news reports provided the meeting dates and times, locations, and details about 
the project. Media coverage included: 

• WPSU on March 31, 2025;  
• Centre Daily Times on April 11, 2025;  
• Yahoo News on April 11, 2025; 
• WPSU on April 11, 2025 
• StateCollege.com on April 12, 2025;  
• WJAC on April 18, 2025;  
• Centre Daily Times on May 5, 2025; 
• StateCollege.com on May 5, 2025;  
• WJAC on May 5, 2025;  
• WPSU on May 5, 2025;  
• WTAJ on May 6, 2025;  
• WTAJ on May 7, 2025;  
• ABC 23 on May 8, 2025; and 
• Centre Daily Times on May 8, 2025.  

Specific post-meeting media coverage included:  

• WPSU on May 8, 2025; articles by  
• Centre Daily Times on May 9, 2025; 
• WJAC on May 9, 2025; 
• WTAJ on May 9, 2025; and  
• The Sentinel on May 13, 2025.  

Appendix H contains copies of the news reports and articles.  
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PennDOT Social Media 
A second public scoping meeting notification was posted on PennDOT District 2-0’s X 
(formerly Twitter) account on May 2, 2025. PennDOT also posted meeting 
announcements via their 511PAStateCollege account on April 22, 2025, May 2, 2025, 
May 5, 2025, and May 7, 2025. Figure 3 shows an example of a meeting post issued for 
the second public scoping meeting. 

  

 
Other Notification Efforts 
Potter Township posted a meeting notification on their website on April 11, 2025 
(Appendix I). 

Second Public Scoping Meeting Overview 
Upon arrival at the second public scoping meeting, meeting participants were asked to 
sign in and collect handouts at the Welcome Station. Participants then proceeded to tour 
the informational displays, ask the project team questions, and/or complete a comment 
card. Computer stations were provided for the public to view detailed project 
environmental mapping with the proposed alternative corridors. A project video was 
played throughout the evening. Details on the second public scoping meeting materials 
and participation are outlined below. 

Meeting Handouts 
There were three specific handouts developed and made available at the second public 
scoping meeting. Prior to the meetings, these materials were also uploaded to the project 
website for pre-review on May 8, 2025. The handouts included were ‘What happens after 
this Public Meeting’, Sound Decisions About Highway Noise Abatement brochure, and a 
meeting comment form (Appendix J). The comment form was available in person at the 

Figure 3 – Example media posted on PennDOT’s X account. 
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“How Can You Participate?” station and was also available to complete via an electronic 
survey on the project website. 

Meeting Layout and Information Presented 
The meeting was designed with nine stations staffed with PennDOT and project team 
personnel to address questions and document attendees' comments/concerns.  

• Welcome and Sign-In Station – At this station, attendees were welcomed and 
asked to sign in to the meeting. They were also provided with an overview of the 
meeting layout. A board disclosing PennDOT’s non-discrimination statement was 
also displayed. 

• Visualization – Three videos, approximately 3 to 4 minutes long, were played for 
attendees in rotation throughout the evening (Figure 4). These Alternative Design 
Flyover Videos visualized the three proposed realignments and called out 
associated work and cultural resources.  

• Introduction Information Station – This station provided six boards for attendees 
to review. The boards focused on the overall transportation development process, 
the NEPA process, the EIS process, summary of concerns PennDOT has heard 
on this project, changes to the project since the August 2024 meetings, and the 
project purpose and needs. These boards can be found in Appendix K. 

• Environmental Station – This station provided nine boards for attendees to 
review (Figure 5). The boards included four maps that displayed natural 
resources, cultural resources, agricultural resources, and socio-economic 
resources; two farmland process boards – one outlined the farmland protection 
laws in Pennsylvania, and one outlined the farmland evaluation process; two 
Section 106 (historic resources) process boards – one that documented the 
evaluation process and one that documented the consulting party process; and 
one board displaying the potential impact summary for environmental resources. 
These boards and staff notes can be found in Appendix K. 

• Engineering Station – This station provided nine boards and copies of the three 
alternative roll plots for attendees to view. The boards included four typical section 
boards depicting the various roadway sections being considered for the project; 
three boards that showed the pros and cons of the three proposed realignment 
alternatives; one board identifying the recommended preferred alternative 
alignment; and one board depicting anticipated traffic volumes. In addition, there 
were two sets of 15’ roll plots for each of the proposed North and South 
Alternatives, and three sets of 15’ roll plots for the Central Alternative (Figures 6, 
7, 8, and 9).  Each station was staffed by project personnel to address specific 
questions and document general concerns. Copies of the boards, roll plots, and 
staff notes can be found in Appendix K and Appendix L. 
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• Web Map Viewing Station – Eight staffed computer stations were provided in the 
meeting area. At each station, project team members assisted attendees in 
viewing the alternatives for specific properties and areas (Figure 10). Station staff 
also collected specific information from attendees regarding property concerns 
(e.g., environmental features, well locations, septic fields, and preferred future 
access to their properties). Copies of staff notes can be found in Appendix L. 

• Noise Information Station – At this station, project personnel discussed the 
existing monitored noise levels at various sites throughout the project area and 
reviewed the anticipated noise levels for the various alternatives (Figure 11). The 
station provided six boards for attendees to review. The boards included four maps 
that displayed noise resources related to the three proposed alternative alignments 
and boards on the noise study process, sound level examples, and abatement 
considerations, respectively. This station also handed out the brochure, Sound 
Decisions About Highway Noise Abatement (Appendix J). 

• Right-of-way Station – At this station, PennDOT right-of-way agents were 
available for participants to ask questions and discuss the land acquisition process 
during the second public scoping meeting (Figure 12).  
Comment Station – A printed comment form and supplies to complete the form 
were provided for attendees to use and submit in the comment box. Two computer 
stations were also available to provide comments electronically. This station also 
displayed a board outlining additional ways attendees could comment on the 
project and the comment deadline. 

  



 

   
   Second Public Scoping Meeting Summary Report 

  P a g e  |  7  
 

 

 

  

Figure 5 – Environmental Station Boards 

Figure 4 – Video Station Presentation 
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Figure 6 – Engineering Station: North Alternative Roll Plot Area 

Figure 8 – Engineering Station: South Alternative Roll Plot Area 

Figure 7 – Engineering Station: Typical Roll Plot with Associated 
Board 
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Figure 10 – Web Map Viewing Area 

Figure 9 – Engineering Station: Central Alternative Roll Plot Area 

Figure 11 – Noise Information Station 
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Meeting Participation 
At the second public scoping meeting, 425 participants were documented. Copies of the 
sign-in sheets are in the project technical files. Figures 4 through 12 depict attendance 
and interactions at the meeting.  

Public Comments 
The public comment period was open from May 5, 2025, to May 18, 2025. Comments 
were accepted at the meeting, by mail, email, or via the website form. Participants at the 
second public scoping meeting submitted 36 comment forms, 46 comments via the online 
comment form, and 13 emails were received during the comment period. The following 
sections provide a general summary of the public comments. Copies of the comments 
received are in the project technical files.  Appendix M provides a matrix of the written 
comments received and associated responses. 

Public Comment Summary Questions 1, 2, and 3 
The public comment form asked three questions, all of which asked attendees to identify 
their key concerns for each of the alternatives; there was also space for attendees to write 
other comments or concerns about each alternative. Figure 13 provides an infographic 
that highlights the frequency of a concern (size of text) by Alternative (color of text).  

  

Figure 12 – Right-of-Way Station 
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Figure 13: Frequency of Concerns Identified by Alternative (North - purple, Central - yellow, South - blue). 

Conclusion 
The information presented in this report summarizes the efforts undertaken to engage the 
public for the State College Area Connector project EIS scoping efforts. The second 
public scoping meeting was held on May 8, 2025, and was attended by 425 individuals. 
A total of 95 public comments were received during the comment period. Information 
received from this second public scoping meeting will be used by the project team to 
guide preliminary engineering, as well as by NEPA to refine project alternatives and 
understand community concerns related to important area resources. 
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AGENCY COORDINATION MEETING 
 

AGENDA FOR WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23, 2025 
 

Teams Call 
Call-In Number: 1-267-332-8737 
Conference ID: 291 282 108# 

 
1. General Business      (9:00 am – 9:10 am) 

a. Call to Order & Introductions 
b. Review Agency Field View Reserved Dates 
c. Next ACM – Wednesday, May 28, 2025 
d. Other Topics 

2. Centre County COG – LRTP Update   (9:10 am – 10:10 am) 
3. TCRPC – HATS LRTP Update    (10:10 am – 11:10 am) 
4. State College Area Connector Project   (11:10 am – 12:00 pm) 



STATE COLLEGE AREA 
CONNECTOR PROJECT

AGENCY COORDINATION MEETING 

APRIL 23, 2025



• August 2024 Public Meeting and 
October Field View Summary Recap

• Alternative Refinement
• Public Outreach
• Anticipated Schedule

AGENDA



RECAP

• Build Alternative – Alignment Development
• Avoiding and minimizing resources, including 

farm operations, Waters of the US, residential 
and commercial facilities, historic properties, etc.

• Maintaining local access through the area
• Coordinating with local officials regarding access, 

traffic, and resources
• Three specific Build Alternative alignments 
for initial agency and public review



RECAP



RECAP

• Build Alternative – Alignment Development
• Avoiding and minimizing resources, including 

farm operations, Waters of the US, residential 
and commercial facilities, historic properties, etc.

• Maintaining local access through the area
• Coordinating with local officials regarding access, 

traffic, and resources
• Three specific Build Alternative alignments 
for initial agency and public review



RECAP

• Public Meeting - August 12, 2024
• 395 individual attendees
• 164 comment letters 
• Alternative Preference

• 18% - North
• 36% - Central
• 35% - South
• 11% - Combination/Other

18%

36%
35%

11%

Alternative Preference

North

Central

South

Combination/Other



• August 12, 2024 - Public Meeting
• Key Concerns

• Access
• Farmland 
• Noise
• Wetlands and Waters (head waters)
• Residential/Commercial Displacements
• Geologic formations (e.g. sink holes, 

depressions, acid producing rock)
• Alternatives - personal proximity

PROJECT UPDATE



• August 28, 2024 - Consulting Party Meeting
• 13 consulting party attendees and 6 team staff 
• Overview of project and consulting party process
• Discussion of above ground/archaeological resources
• Review overall eligibility for above ground structures

• Tribe and Nations
• Monthly coordination 

PROJECT UPDATE



• October 1, 2024 - Agency Field View
• 26 attendees (PennDOT, FHWA, USACE, EPA, USFWS, 

PAFBC, PADEP, DCNR, PGC, PA Dept. of Ag., Project Team)
• Preserved farmlands
• Species habitat and new species
• Geotech (e.g., acid producing rock, sink holes)
• Alternative specific concerns

• Eastern alignment
• South Alternative - headwaters 
• Bridging as avoidance to water impacts

• Permitting

PROJECT UPDATE



PROJECT UPDATE

Common 
Alternative in the 
East from PMG to 
near Tusseyville



• Interchange options for US 322 at PMG

PROJECT UPDATE



PROJECT UPDATE

Modify Diamond 
interchange with 
T Intersection



PROJECT UPDATE

Modify Diamond interchange 
with Local 322 as the 
predominate movement



PROJECT UPDATE

Modify Diamond 
interchange with Local 322 
as predominate movement

Modify Diamond 
interchange with ramp as 
predominate movement



• Interchange options at PA 45/US 322

PROJECT UPDATE



PROJECT UPDATE

Tight Urban 
Diamond with 3 
Roundabouts

Tight Urban 
Diamond

Single Point Urban 
Interchange (SPUI)

Conventional 
Diamond



PROJECT UPDATE
Single Point Urban Interchange (SPUI)



PROJECT UPDATE

• Added/expanded bridges to minimize 
wetland and water impacts

• Stormwater 
 Management



• Local road access

PROJECT UPDATE



• Property access

PROJECT UPDATE



• Maintenance/emergency access

PROJECT UPDATE



• Consideration for wildlife passage

PROJECT UPDATE



• Bear Meadow Road Area

PROJECT UPDATE

July 2024



• Bear Meadow Road Area

PROJECT UPDATE

April 2025



Feature North Central South

Agriculture
Productive Agricultural Land, Direct (acres) 144 118 104

Productive Agricultural Land, Estimated Indirect (acres) 47 45 78

Productive Agricultural Land, Total (acres) 191 163 182

Farm Operations Impacted (#) 21 19 15

Agricultural Conservation Easements (within productive 
agricultural land) (acres)

18 16 0

Agricultural Security Areas (within productive agricultural land) 
(acres)

72 34 39

Clean and Green (within productive agricultural land) (acres) 134 110 85

Agricultural Zoning Districts (within productive agricultural land) 104 87 72

Soil Capability Classes I-IV (within productive agricultural land) 
(acres)

138 116 103

PROJECT UPDATE



Feature North Central South

Water Resources
Wetlands (within overall LOD) (acres) 25.4 30.4 18.0

Wetlands (within bridge footprint, spanned to avoid direct 
impacts) (acres)

10.4 14.9 9.7

Wetlands (Indirect impacts due to loss of upstream flow) (acres) - - 3.7

Wetlands Total (acres) 15 15.5 12

Streams (within overall LOD) (# of crossings | linear feet) 25 5,125 37 9,404 47 10,489

Streams (within bridge footprint, spanned to avoid direct impacts) 
(linear feet)

15 3,521 28 5,991 22 5,320

Streams (Indirect impacts due to loss of upstream flow) (linear 
feet)

- - - - 11 3,209

Streams Total (linear feet) 1,604 3,413 8,378

100 Yr. Floodplains (acres) 14 15 13

PROJECT UPDATE



Feature North Central South

Terrestrial Resources
Forested/Wooded Habitats (acres) 24 31 123

Stone Mountain Important Bird Area (acres) 0 2 108

Bat Swarming Habitat (forested areas only) (acres) 9 9 9

Clearwater Conservation Easements (acres) 18 37 26

Geologic Resources

Potential for Encountering Acid Producing Rock Very Low Low High

Potential for Encountering Sinkholes High Moderate Low

PROJECT UPDATE



Feature North Central South

Historic Resources
NRHP Eligible Property (#) 6 4 4

Penns Valley/Brush Valley Rural Historic District Contributing 
Properties (# | acres)

44 208 42 209 37 230

Tusseyville Historic District Contributing Properties (# | 
acres)

8 6 0 0 0 0

Section 106 Adverse Effect (#) 21 15 14

Archaeological Resources 

Known Archaeological Sites (#) 4 5 5

Historic Period Archaeological Sensitivity Area (acres) 20 21 23

Statewide Prehistoric/Pre-Contact Model – High Probability 
(acres)

107 116 75

Statewide Prehistoric/Pre-Contact Model – Medium 
Probability

230 208 189

PROJECT UPDATE



Feature North Central South

Socioeconomic Resources
Residential Displacements (#) 23 16 18

Commercial Displacements (#) 3 2 2

Visual/Aesthetic Impacts High High High

Places of Worship (#) 1 1 1

Parks/Recreation Areas (# | acres) 0 0 1 8.22 1 0.04

HUD Subsidized Housing Units (#) 0 0 0

Potential Waste Sites (#) 21 13 13

PROJECT UPDATE



PROJECT UPDATE

North Alternative 

• Higher effects to productive 
agricultural land, including ASA, 
C&G, Easements, and Soils;

• Higher effects to contributing 
properties within Rural Historic 
District and National Register 
Eligible properties;

• Adverse effect on the Tusseyville 
Historic District.

• Higher effects to residential 
displacements;

• Avoids headwaters of Spring 
Creek and many of the Spring 
Creek tributaries; 

• Minimizes forest effects and 
avoids the Stone Mountain 
Important Bird Area;

• Lower effects to streams

Central Alternative

• Minimizes agricultural effects; 
• Lower effects to contributing 

properties within Rural Historic 
District and National Register 
Eligible properties.

• Avoids the Tusseyville Historic 
District;

• Avoids headwaters of Spring 
Creek; 

• Highest wetland effects, but 
minimizes stream effects;

• Minimizes residential 
displacements;

• Minimizes forest effects and 
avoids the Stone Mountain 
Important Bird Area;

• Utilizes the Potter Township 
baseball fields.

South Alternative

• Higher effects to individually 
eligible historic properties; 

• Higher effects to contributing 
properties within Rural Historic 
District and National Register 
Eligible properties;

• Avoids the Tusseyville Historic 
District;

• Higher effects to high-quality 
streams, including the headwaters 
of Spring Creek; 

• Higher effects to forest land; 
• Highest potential to encounter 

Acid Producing Rock (APR)
• Higher residential displacements;
• Higher effects to the Stone 

Mountain Important Bird Area.
• Lower effects to wetlands and 

productive agricultural land;
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