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DATE:  July 21, 2025 
 
SUBJECT: Design Alternatives for Low Volume Driveway Highway Occupancy Permits 
 
TO:  District Executives 
 
FROM: Daniel P. Farley, P.E., Director 
   Bureau of Operations 
 
 

This Strike-off-Letter (SOL) replaces SOL 494-24-3 issued October 4, 2024, and corrects 
a truck volume typo on the alternative driveway design templates. 

 
This SOL provides the highway occupancy permit (HOP) applicant with alternative 

designs for low volume driveways to accommodate combination trucks, buses, and single-unit 
trucks using flush corrugated concrete aprons for certain scenarios. In addition to the existing 
Low Volume Driveway design standards found in Chapter 2.8, page 48 of Publication 282: 
Highway Occupancy Permit Operations Manual, the Alternative Low Volume Driveway design 
standards will include: 
 

• Two driveway design variations using flush corrugated concrete aprons: 
1) Driveways expecting to serve 5 or more combination trucks, buses, or single-unit 

trucks per day. 
2) Driveways expecting to serve less than 5 combination trucks, buses, or single-

unit trucks per day. 
 

The above alternative designs are effective immediately and will be incorporated into the 
next update of Publication 282 in the following sections, which are also attached: 

• Chapter 2.5 – Page 48. 
• Chapter 2.5 – Page 48A. 
• Chapter 2.5 – Page 48B. 
• Appendix C1 (HOP Project Application Checklists, pg. C1-10) checklist item: 

o (20) Ensure corrugated concrete is used where applicable (Pub. 282, Ch. 
2.5). 
 

Should you have any questions or require additional information, please contact Michael 
Dzurko, Manager, HOP Program, at 717.783.6080. 
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Thomas R. Macchione, P.E., Director, Traffic Engineering and Operations, PTC  
Dave Snyder, Division Administrator, FHWA  
Clint Beck, PE, Acting Deputy Division Administrator, FHWA  
Assistant District Executives – Construction  
Assistant District Executives – Design  
Assistant District Executives – Maintenance  
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District Traffic Engineers  
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HIGHWAY OCCUPANCY PERMITOPERATIONS MANUAL
Chapter 2 – Application Submission

PUB 282 (XX-XX) 48

Low Volume Driveways

A typical low volume driveway will provide access to small offices or single entity retail that has
occasional driveway use during hours of operation. Some small and medium sized apartment
complexes also fit into this category.

A curb radius design is preferred for this type of driveway. Radii and distances provided in the
diagram below are recommended values and design vehicle turning movements should be used to
verify their applicability. Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance is required.

Some low volume driveways require occasional access to larger vehicles that cannot be
accommodated within the design parameters in the diagram below. Refer to the alternate low volume
driveway design details on page 48A and 48B when the parameters below cannot be met due to the
turning radius of a combination truck, bus, or single-unit truck.



HIGHWAY OCCUPANCY PERMITOPERATIONS MANUAL
Chapter 2 – Application Submission

PUB 282 (XX-XX) 48A

Alternate Low Volume Driveway with Consideration for
Combination Trucks, Buses, and Single-Unit Trucks

Refer to the alternate low volume driveway designs below when larger occasional vehicles do not
meet the standard low volume driveway design parameters. An example of this would be a land use
that traditionally services passenger vehicle traffic but also receives daily deliveries from combination
vehicle(s). It is the responsibility of the applicant to understand the land use's day-to-day impacts.

Flush corrugated concrete pavement can be used for delineating driveways used by both passenger
cars and heavy vehicles, to help prevent encroachment onto opposing lanes. The flush corrugated
concrete pavement design is shown on page 48B. If the flush corrugated concrete pavement overlaps
a pedestrian crossing an appropriate cut-through must be provided for ADA compliance. Flush
corrugated concrete pavement shall not be installed within the shoulder area.

The design preference is flush corrugated concrete pavement; however, roundabout truck apron curb
may be considered in certain situations, per Publication 72M, RC-65M. When roundabout truck apron
curb is used, it should be dyed, stained, or painted to avoid being mistaken for sidewalk. If a
pedestrian crossing is required, flush corrugated concrete pavement shall be used in place of
roundabout truck apron curb.



HIGHWAY OCCUPANCY PERMITOPERATIONS MANUAL
Chapter 2 – Application Submission

PUB 282 (XX-XX) 48B

Alternate Low Volume Driveway with Consideration for
Combination Trucks, Buses, and Single-Unit Trucks





From: Kercher, Richard
To: Dzurko, Michael J
Subject: [External] RE: HOP related policy updates - requesting approval
Date: Tuesday, February 25, 2025 1:37:38 PM

ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open links or attachments from unknown senders. To report suspicious email, use the Report Phishing button in Outlook. <https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pa.gov%2Fcontent%2Fdam%2Fcopapwp-pagov%2Fen%2Foa%2Fdocuments%2Fdocuments%2Fcofense-report-phishing-user-
guide.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CMDZURKO%40pa.gov%7C9f2e17b0538c459633c408dd55cb78a6%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C638761054574218277%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VE6PBN4W62npAyvN8BoAfbYc%2B%2BuSCDnXjiRqInlnBQs%3D&reserved=0>

Hi, Mike. Yes-please issue both policy updates.

Thanks,
Rich

RICHARD KERCHER, PE
Tel:  (717) 221-3727

-----Original Message-----
From: Dzurko, Michael J <MDZURKO@pa.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, February 25, 2025 12:31 PM
To: Kercher, Richard (FHWA) <richard.kercher@dot.gov>
Subject: Fw: HOP related policy updates - requesting approval

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Department of Transportation (DOT). Do not click on links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Rich,

I wanted to check in with you to see if we are good to issue the two policy updates mentioned below?

Thanks,

[cid:b9ee8539-35ce-4127-b10f-b937c7abf2d2]

Michael J. Dzurko | Manager, Highway Occupancy Permit Program

PA Department of Transportation | Bureau of Operations

400 North Street, 6th Floor | Harrisburg PA 17120

Phone: 717-783-6080 |  mdzurko@pa.gov<mailto:mdzurko@pa.gov>

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pa.gov%2Fpenndot&data=05%7C02%7CMDZURKO%40pa.gov%7C9f2e17b0538c459633c408dd55cb78a6%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C638761054574239325%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jrj3Qe3T0PRHzAV2moXDx3ZKx8Au%2BulsilDAqbo%2BkvU%3D&reserved=0<https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pa.gov%2Fpenndot&data=05%7C02%7CMDZURKO%40pa.gov%7C9f2e17b0538c459633c408dd55cb78a6%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C638761054574251430%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0XAaZT1pYdkRnK0V2Pkc7UfBGkVCwiJ6B7nkqhxkGz8%3D&reserved=0>

CONNECT WITH PENNDOT

Facebook<https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FPennsylvaniaDepartmentofTransportation%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMDZURKO%40pa.gov%7C9f2e17b0538c459633c408dd55cb78a6%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C638761054574263200%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tEfgFiJHH6%2F7MKqt354Fvbm8%2FMrqP4qqiaOXS%2F0xl7M%3D&reserved=0> |
X<https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fx.com%2Fpenndotnews&data=05%7C02%7CMDZURKO%40pa.gov%7C9f2e17b0538c459633c408dd55cb78a6%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C638761054574274694%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mPhlkdcT3ibpyqHU5oLsBhN%2Bt4AENQJQNLKk%2BHCUZr8%3D&reserved=0> |
Instagram<https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fpennsylvaniadot%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMDZURKO%40pa.gov%7C9f2e17b0538c459633c408dd55cb78a6%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C638761054574285386%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4MkLg05JUPG0GWZILBTj181ue5oTx3uT9HFO8m6UPoM%3D&reserved=0> |
YouTube<https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fpennsylvaniadot&data=05%7C02%7CMDZURKO%40pa.gov%7C9f2e17b0538c459633c408dd55cb78a6%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C638761054574297921%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YA%2BHjvxJkNCAQrk4PwbLYkjs88hrAvumWqnXCdwlhDk%3D&reserved=0> |
LinkedIn<https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2FPennDOT%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMDZURKO%40pa.gov%7C9f2e17b0538c459633c408dd55cb78a6%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C638761054574310016%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SqdaAFiCNvpH4y6smYlyyX%2BxOn7OsolWU9F7syqO9nA%3D&reserved=0>

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the original message.

________________________________
From: Dzurko, Michael J
Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2025 1:29 PM
To: Kercher, Richard <richard.kercher@dot.gov>
Subject: HOP related policy updates - requesting approval

Hi Rich,

It was great talking to you today.

As discussed, I am requesting your concurrence on the following two policy updates:

1) Access Approval – Impacts to Access of Neighboring Owners Procedures for Highway Occupancy Permit (HOP) Projects

FHWA had approved the policy updates on January 13, 2025.

Because of the length of time since the proposed policy went out on Clearance Transmittal (Feb. 16, 2024) due to a couple internal comments/concerns we received and needed to address, I reviewed the proposed changes with the District HOP Managers during our monthly meeting on January 30, 2025 to remind them of the changes before issuing a Strike-off letter. During that review, I received a couple suggestions in regard to the "Right to Intervene for Impacts to Access of Neighboring Property Owners" sample letter that is included with the attached
policy.

Those suggestions are as follows:
 

        *
Add District contact information to the letter.
        *
Add language akin to this process will not substitute sound engineering judgement and provide alternatives.

Attached is a word version of the letter with track changes so you can see what is changing compared to what FHWA had already approved.

I am requesting your approval to move forward with these changes.

2) Design Alternatives for Low Volume Driveway Highway Occupancy Permits

This policy was previously reviewed and approved by FHWA, and subsequently published under Strike-off letter 494-24-03<https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pa.gov%2Fcontent%2Fdam%2Fcopapwp-pagov%2Fen%2Fpenndot%2Fdocuments%2Fprograms-and-doing-
business%2Fpermits%2Fhighwayoccupancypermits%2Flow_volume_alternative_driveway_design_sol_w_policy.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CMDZURKO%40pa.gov%7C9f2e17b0538c459633c408dd55cb78a6%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C638761054574321232%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oR058sYSjIzErOwvgaShkAt0GQSVU47vqTp%2F5fT9LVI%3D&reserved=0>.
Unfortunately, after publishing, we found a typo where the truck volume criteria on the two truck turning templates were reversed. We want to correct that by publishing a new SOL identifying the correction and looking for your approval to move forward.

If you have any questions in this regard or need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Thanks,
Mike

Michael J. Dzurko | Manager, Highway Occupancy Permit Program

PA Department of Transportation | Bureau of Operations

400 North Street, 6th Floor | Harrisburg, PA 17120

Phone:  717.783.6080 | Fax:  717.705.0686
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