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DEADLINE PROGRAM NAME & LINK 

Tuesday, August 11, 2026, 11:59 p.m. EST* 
*Extended from original deadline of July 27, 2026

(Applicants must complete the Grants.gov registration process 
before submitting the final application; the process usually 

takes 2-4 weeks to complete.) 
(Applicants must be registered at SAM.gov before submitting 

their application. SAM registration process takes several weeks 
to complete if not longer.)

Advanced Transportation Technology and 
Innovation (ATTAIN) Grant Program | US 

Department of Transportation 

DESCRIPTION 

This competitive grant program was authorized under the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) for 
the purpose of deploying, installing and operating advanced transportation technologies to improve safety, 
mobility, efficiency, system performance, intermodal connectivity and infrastructure return on investment.  

The goals of the ATTAIN Competitive Grant Program are to improve core infrastructure and promote 
innovation and economic competitiveness through the deployment of advanced transportation and congestion 
management technologies. 

What’s New this Round? Substantive changes from Fiscal Year (FY) 2023 and 2024 Program: 
• Removed references to rescinded Executive Orders.
• Aligned the NOFO with new Executive Orders.
• Updated application evaluation criteria.
• Simplified and aligned with 2 Code of Federal Regulation (CFR) 200 criteria.
• Added the required application form.

ELIGIBILITY 

Applicants 
Planning Grants 
• State government
• Local government
• Transit agencies
• A political subdivision of a state or local

government.
• Metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs)
• A multijurisdictional group or consortia of

research institutions or academic institutions

Projects 
Applicants may use funds under this program to 
deploy advanced transportation technologies, 
including: 

• Advanced traveler information systems
• Advanced transportation management

technologies
• Advanced transportation technologies to

improve emergency evacuation and response
by Federal, State, and local authorities

https://www.transportation.gov/rural/grant-toolkit/advanced-transportation-technology-and-innovation-attain
https://www.transportation.gov/rural/grant-toolkit/advanced-transportation-technology-and-innovation-attain
https://www.transportation.gov/rural/grant-toolkit/advanced-transportation-technology-and-innovation-attain
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 • Infrastructure maintenance, monitoring, and 
condition assessment 

• Advanced public transportation systems 
• Transportation system performance data 

collection, analysis, and dissemination 
systems 

• Advanced safety systems, including vehicle-
to-vehicle and vehicle-to-infrastructure 
communications, technologies associated with 
autonomous vehicles, and other collision 
avoidance technologies, including systems 
using cellular technology 

• Integration of intelligent transportation 
systems with the Smart Grid and other 
distribution systems 

• Integrated corridor management systems 
• Electronic pricing, toll collection, and 

payment systems 
• Advanced parking reservation or variable 

pricing systems  
• Technology that enhances high occupancy 

vehicle toll lanes, cordon pricing, or 
congestion pricing 

• Integration of transportation service payment 
systems 

• Advanced mobility and access technologies, 
such as dynamic ride sharing and information 
systems to support human services for elderly 
and disabled individuals 

• Retrofitting dedicated short-range 
communications (DSRC) technology 
deployed as part of an existing pilot program 
to cellular vehicle-to-everything (C–V2X) 
technology  

FUNDING 

General 
• Up to $120 million is available for the ATTAIN 

Program 
o $60 million for FY 2025 
o $60 million for FY 2026 

• No less than 5 and no more than 10 awards each 
fiscal year. 

• A single grant recipient may not receive more 
than $12 million in one fiscal year.  

Cost-Sharing 
• The federal share of the ATTAIN Grant may not 

exceed 80% of the total cost of the project. The 
local share of the ATTAIN Grant is no less than 
20% of eligible activity costs.  

• RURAL SET-ASIDE: Not less than 20 percent 
of the amounts made available under this 
opportunity shall be reserved for projects serving 
rural areas. In this notice, a rural area is defined 
as an area with a population of less than 50,000, 
using 2020 Census data. 
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APPLICATION & SELECTION CRITERIA 

Selection Criteria 
The FHWA will evaluate applications based on the following merit criteria: 
• Addressing core infrastructure 
• Economic Competitiveness 
• Reducing roadway traffic congestion 
• Innovation 
 

Additional Selection Considerations 
After completing the merit review, FHWA will assess the likelihood of a successful project through the 
following assessments: 
• Technical Assessment 
• Financial Completeness Assessment 
• Permitting Risk Assessment 

PROJECT TIMEFRAME 

US DOT anticipates announcing award selections during the week of September 14, 2026. 
Obligation Deadlines:  

• FY 2025 – September 30, 2028 
• FY 2026 – September 30, 2029 

ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS 

Applicants must complete the ATTAIN Competitive Grant Program Application Template and include it as 
an attachment. The Application Template should provide all information necessary for DOT to determine the 
project satisfies the eligibility requirements. 
 
Applicants are required to provide with their application the following elements: 

• A plan to deploy and provide for the long-term operation and maintenance of advanced transportation 
and congestion management technologies to improve safety, mobility, efficiency, system 
performance, and return on investment. 

• A plan for partnering with the private sector or public agencies, including multimodal and 
multijurisdictional entities, research institutions, organizations representing transportation and 
technology leaders, or other transportation stakeholders. 

• A plan to leverage and optimize existing local and regional advanced transportation technology 
investments.   

• Objectives – Quantifiable system performance improvements, such as reducing traffic-related crashes, 
congestion, and costs; optimizing system efficiency; improving access to transportation services; and 
facilitating payment for transportation services. 

• Results – Quantifiable safety, mobility, and environmental benefit projections such as data-driven 
estimates of how the project will improve the region’s transportation system efficiency and reduce 
traffic congestion. 
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PENNDOT ROLE 

PennDOT Emphasis 
PennDOT continues to promote Transportation 
System Management & Operations (TSMO) for the 
safe and efficient performance of the transportation 
network. The Advanced Transportation Technology 
and Innovation grant provides PennDOT, and its 
partners, the opportunity to continue to address 
reliability, mobility and congestion by utilizing 
operating strategies and technology as an alternative 
to building additional physical capacity.   

PennDOT Support 
Transportation Federal Funding Opportunities 
Resource Account:  
RA-PDTRANSFEDFUNDOPP@pa.gov. 
PennDOT will consider providing support for 
regionally supported grant proposals as applicable. 
PennDOT support may include offering data and 
subject matter expertise as available.  
The deadline for requesting PennDOT support is 
July 13, 2026.  

 

mailto:RA-PDTRANSFEDFUNDOPP@pa.gov



