Robert W. Shaffer, Chair.
Mark R. Murawski, ViceChair - Sec.

PENNSYLVANIA AVIATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE

PENNSYLVANIA AVIATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MARCH 17, 2026 MEETING AGENDA
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Commonwealth Keystone Building
400 North Street
Harrisburg, PA 17120
(See enclosed meeting location instructions)

CALL TO ORDER / WELCOME — Chairman Robert Shaffer
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS — Mark Murawski, Secretary
DECEMBER 16, 2025 MEETING MINUTES APPROVAL — Chairman Shaffer
AAC VACANCY APPOINTMENT ENDORSEMENTS
- Cory Cree & Shane Doud
PENNDOQOT BUREAU OF AVIATION UPDATE —Tony McCloskey, PennDOT BOA Director
AVIATION COUNCIL OF PA, (ACP) UPDATE - BJ Teichman, ACP President
PRESENTATIONS
JOINT AAC/ACP SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
o Aviation Funding — Chair, Mark Murawski
= PA Air Act Update — David Heath
o Aviation Workforce, Economic Impact and Partnerships — Chair, Cory Cree
o Air Freight and Commercial Air Service — Mark Murawski for Chair Steve Keefer
o Aviation Technology — Co-Chairs, Tes Ali & David Heath
- XTI Aircraft TriFan 600 Presentation, Dave Garver
- Resilienx Presentation
o Legislative and Policy — Co-Chairs, David Heath & Mark Murawski
.  OLD/NEW BUSINESS — Chairman Shaffer
J.  REMAINING 2026 AAC QUARTERLY BUSINESS MEETING DATES
- June 16, 2026
- September 15, 2026
- December 15, 2026
K. ADJOURNMENT — Chairman Shaffer
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Mark Murawski

Subject: Aviation Advisory Committee
Location: PD, CR_KEY_7WEST

Start: Tue 3/17/2026 10:00 AM
End: Tue 3/17/2026 12:00 PM
Show Time As: Tentative

Recurrence: (none)

Organizer: Rohm, Brooke

Lycoming County Warning: This is an external email. Please exercise caution. Think Before You Click!
When arriving at the Keystone building, please note you must enter through the North Street Entrance. This is the only
side that is open to the public. Someone from our Bureau of Aviation will be in the plaza to take you to the meeting
room.

Microsoft Teams nccd help?

Join the meeting now
Meeting ID: 294 676 067 911 19
Passcode: iK63ET7c¢

Dial in by phone

+1267-332-8737,,123423588# United States, Philadelphia
Find a local number

Phone conference ID: 123 423 588#

For organizers: Meeting options | Reset dial-in PIN

Recording this meeting requires the consent of all participants. Automatic transcription and Al tools may not be
used to transcribe, summarize, or annotate meetings with Commonwealth employees or contractors. If such a tool is
detected, it must be disabled; otherwise, Commonwealth employees must leave the meeting.

Privacy and security




PA AVIATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP ROSTER (As of 3/5/26)

AAC Voting Member Representing Designated Voting Alternate —|
Robert Shaffer AAC Chair Mark Murawski (AAC Vice Chair as per
Fixed Base Bylaws)
Operator
Mark Murawski Vice- Emily Mrochko
Chair/Secretary
MPOQ's
David Heath Pilots Sydney Harris
Secretary Mike Carroll PennDOT Anthony McCloskey, PennDOT BOA Director
Secretary Rick Siger PA DCED Tree Zuzzio
Senator Judy Ward Senate Trans. Nolan Ritchie
Committee

Majority Chair

Senator Marty Flynn

Senate Trans.
Committee
Minority Chair

Justin Genismore

Representative Ed Neilson

House Trans.
Committee
Majority Chair

Kyle Waggonseller

Representative Kerry
Benninghoff

House Trans.
Committee
Minority Chair

Josiah Shelly or Laryssa Gaughen

Carl Beardsley

Aviation Council

Not Designated

Tim Edwards Aviation Council | Ryan Collins

John Minninger Aviation Council | Fran Strouse

Steve Keefer Airline Industry John Pursell

Wade Steel Airline Industry Not Designated

VACANT PA Airport Mary Bethea
System

David Garver PA Airport Connor Lapps
System

BJ Teichman PA Airport Carl Beardsley
System

VACANT PA Airport Shane Doud
System

Ken Shadursky Fixed Base Zachary Tempesco
Operator

Michael Ruane MPQ's Michael Boyer

Chuck Brewer General Public John Melville

Brian Phillips General Public Dale Russell

Andrew Allen

Aviation
Manufacturing

Not Designated

Tes Ali

General Public

John Walker

David Fiore

Air Cargo

Not Designated




Robert W. Shaffer, Chair.
Mark R. Murawski, ViceChair - Sec.

PENNSYLVANIA AVIATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE

PENNSYVANIA AVIATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
DECEMBER 16, 2025 MEETING MINUTES

Commonwealth Keystone Building

PA AAC MEMBERS & ALTERNATES IN PERSON OR VIRTUAL ATTENDANCE: Robert Shaffer,
Chair, Mark Murawski, Vice-Chair, David Heath, Tony McCloskey, Tree Zuzzio, Nolan Ritchie,
Tim Edwards, Fran Strouse, Steve Keefer, Andrew Allen, Tes Ali, John Walker, Mary Bethea,
David Garver, BJ Teichman, Emily Mrochko, Zachary Tempesco, Jessica Sander.

GUESTS: Anna Ellis, Cory Cree, Mark Matlock, Teresa Wagner, James Shoffer, Alexander Burns,
David Lawson, Gregory Davis, L. Henninger, Dawn Seifort, Ben Hunt, Don Berchoff.

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Robert Shaffer, called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM.
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS

Secretary Murawski performed the roll call of members. It was confirmed that a voting quorum
was achieved necessary to conduct business in accordance with the bylaws.

SETEMBER 16, 2025 MEETING MINUTES

Mr. Heath motioned for approval of the meeting minutes which was seconded by Mr. Edwards
and unanimously approved.

ELECTION OF 2026 AAC OFFICERS

Mr. Heath motioned to re-elect Mark Murawski as AAC Vice Chair and Secretary for the 2026
term which was seconded by Mr. Ritchie and unanimously approved.



PENNDOT BUREAU OF AVIATION (BOA) UPDATE

PA Bureau of Aviation Director Tony McCloskey gave the BOA quarterly report. The block grants
are being finalized and the four-year aviation program will be evaluated in January. The Economic
Impact Study Update that will include a hangar study will also formally kickoff in late January.
How to use the Pavement Management System on-line tools is now on the BOA website. A
federal rule to be issued on 12/22/25 will require that foreign drones cannot be used anymore
on FAA grants or projects, however enforcement related activities are still permissible. BOA will
lead in the submission of an FAA Electric Vertical Take-off and Landing and Advanced Air Mobility
Aircraft Integration Pilot Program (elPP) application as a multi-state partnership to advance a
major AAM proposal with federal criteria allowing approval up to 5 AAM site selections
nationwide. The current deadline for elPP submissions is this Friday uniess time extensions are
granted by the feds. (UPDATE: The elPP deadline was extended into January and PA is one of the
applicants. Federal decision on application approvals expected in March 2026.) The AAC does not
need to endorse the final application that is submitted. It was further noted that deployment
needs to occur by year 3 to satisfy the elPP criteria.

AVIATION COUNCIL OF PA (ACP) UPDATE

Ms. Bethea provided the update by noting the 46t PA Aviation Conference will be held in
Reading, PA on October 7-9, 2026 and the Reading Regional Airport has agreed to be the host
sponsor for the event to be held at the Double Tree Hotel in downtown. Session planning is
beginning with a reception to be held at the Mid Atlantic Aviation Museum. Registration will open
at the beginning of 2026 so AAC members are encouraged to register early and attend. The
success of the recent conference that was held in Johnstown was duly noted. Mr. Heath
mentioned that now is the time to join ACP as member rate increases will take effect next year.
It was also noted that Gabe Monzo is stepping down as ACP President and that BJ Teichman will
serve as the new President along with several new officers. Ms. Teichman said she is looking
forward to her new role and continuing the excellent cooperation between ACP and the AAC to
advance PA Aviation.

JOINT AAC/ACP SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS
Aviation Funding Sub-Committee

Mr. Murawski asked Mr. Heath to provide an update on the PA Air Act progress. Mr. Heath
indicated that a co-sponsorship memo has been introduced by Senator Laughlin of Erie that now
has up to 8 co-sponsors and more are being sought by ACP as a bi-partisan approach toward
garnering political support for the proposed legislation. It was noted the Governor’s budget
address will be held on February 3, 2026 which will kick off the 2026 state budget talks that will
hopefully advance the Air Act negotiations between the House, Senate and Administration. Mr.
Heath referred to the handout in the meeting packet that provides a summary of the Air Act
drafted by ACP.



Chairman Shaffer indicated that the AAC is providing an endorsement letter immediately to the
Governor urging his support of the Act and this draft letter was reviewed by the AAC. The final
signed version of this letter will be included in the next AAC meeting packet so all members have
a copy. Mr. Murawski motioned for the AAC to approve issuance of the PA Air Act endorsement
letter to the Governor which was seconded by Ms. Teichman and unanimously approved.

Aviation Workforce, Economic Impact and Partnerships Sub-committee
No significant progress to report at this time.
Air Freight and Commercial Air Service Sub-committee

Subcommittee Chair, Steve Keefer gave the quarterly report by introducing members of the Utah
Inland Port Authority to provide a virtual presentation of their program and associated activities
as it relates to air cargo. The Authority works to optimize air cargo in Utah by collaborating with
the Salt Lake City International Airport to enhance air cargo operations and expand services by
boosting air cargo capacity through new investments and partnerships. This also includes
enhancing rail systems and intermodal gateway expansions as a statewide logistics strategy to
realize better economic gains within the state. The Authority believes they can attract advanced
manufactures if the Salt Lake City airport is positioned as an air cargo gateway so they are
collaborating with the airport and carriers to enhance infrastructure and supporting growth in air
cargo for high-value shippers as well as launching a trial program to assess market demand and
identifying requirements for dedicated cargo service and partnering with economic agencies to
incentivize companies by making air cargo more viable and reducing dependency on other hubs
like LAX. They reviewed their activities with Delta to convert a former USPS site into Delta’s cargo
hub that adds warehousing, cold chain storage and logistics space. Many other aspects of their
initiatives were addressed throughout the presentation and excellent opportunity for Q & A
between the Authority and AAC members was provided. Mr. Keefer was complimented by Chair
Shaffer on an outstanding presentation.

Aviation Technology Sub-committee

Subcommittee Co-Chair Tes Ali introduced Mr. Don Berchoff representing TruWeather Solutions
who gave a very informative powerpoint presentation on differentiating elPP success with data-
driven low-altitude weather intelligence. Mr. Berchoff noted that TruWeather is the world
leading innovator in low altitude weather solutions and services. They have field proven
precision-weather technology, modeling and compliant data delivery. It was noted that weather
is the most unknowable and least predictable factor impacting reliability, client comfort and
power management for Advanced Air Mobility so TruWeather delivers hyperlocal, real-time
weather intelligence. They have a well-qualified and capable team with an excellent track record
and are very much interested in partnering with PA’s elPP proposal where they can demonstrate
flight capabilities and provide a weather infrastructure foundation required for safe and
sustainable national deployments. Director McCloskey added that even if the PA elPP proposal is



not accepted by the feds BOA will still move forward. Chair Shaffer complimented Messrs.
Berchoff and Ali on a great presentation.

Legislative and Policy Sub-committee
No significant activity to report.

OLD BUSINESS

There was no old business discussed.
NEW BUSINESS

Chair Shaffer indicated that long-time AAC member Gabe Monzo is planning to retire from the
Latrobe Airport and is resigning from the AAC. He recognized Mr. Monzo’s outstanding
contributions to the AAC and PA aviation and noted that Gabe will be truly missed by all and
wishes him a very happy retirement. The replacement to fill this vacancy will be sought as soon
as possible. The 2026 meeting dates listed on the agenda was accepted. The meeting locations
will be determined shortly and there appeared to be a consensus for continuing the meetings at
the Keystone Building in Harrisburg.

ADJOURNMENT
Chair Shaffer adjourned the meeting at 12:10 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

DA e,

Mark Murawski, Secretary

Pennsylvania Aviation Advisory Committee



JOHNSTOWN

Johnstown-Cambria County

AN

alirport

Airport Authority

479 ATRPORT ROAD, JOHNSTOWN, PA 15904

January 22, 2026

Robert Shaffer, Chairman
Pennsylvania Aviation Advisory Committee

Submitted Electronically via: bob@dujairport.com

Re: Pennsylvania Aviation Advisory Committee

o Letter of Interest

Dear Mr. Shaffer:

| would like to express my interest in one of the recently vacated PA Airport System seats on the Pennsylvania Aviation
Advisory Committee (AAC). | am interested in helping the Committee to support, promote, grow, and strengthen aviation in

Pennsylvania.

| have been an active Board member of the Aviation Council of Pennsylvania (ACP) since 2023 and became the ACP’s
Secretary in 2026. As you know, | am also the Subcommittee Chairman for the ACC's Subcommittee — Aviation Workforce,

Economic Impact, and Partnerships.

I have a unique combination of experience, educational, and professional qualifications, which includes airport consultant,
airport manager, Professional Land Surveyor, Professional Engineer, and college graduate of two institutions, and 25 years
in the aviation industry, which enables me to see a problem from multiple perspective to reach a solution. | have attached

my resume for reference.

| ask that you consider me for a vacant PA Airport System seat on the Pennsylvania Aviation Advisory Committee.

Sincerely,

Cory C. Cree, PE, PLS
Airport Manager

Enclosure

cc.  Mark Muraswski, AAC Secretary mmurawski@lyco.org

Tim Mcllwain, Chairman

Michael J. Parrish Jr., Secretary

Edward Cernic, Jr.

George Arcurio II1

Tyler Trimbath

Cory C. Cree, Airport Manager

Heather Tomasko, Airport Assistant Manager

Board of Authority

Jonathan Gleason, Vice Chairman
Rick McQuaide, Treasurer

Adam Murphy

Jim Brazill

Timothy C. Leventry, Solicitor
GFT, Engineer



Cory C. Cree, PE, PLS

Airport Manager
John Murtha Johnstown-Cambria County Airport

Goal
To obtain a position on the Pennsylvania Aviation Advisory Committee (AAC) to assist the Committee in the goal of
supporting, promoting, growing, and strengthening aviation.

Overview of Experience

| bring a unique combination of experience, educational and professional qualifications, which includes airport
consultant, airport manager, Professional Land Surveyor, Professional Engineer, and college graduate, which enables
me to see a problem from multiple perspective to reach a solution.

Professional Background

August 2021 — Present - John Murtha Johnstown-Cambria County Airport, Johnstown. PA

In August 2021, | accepted the position of Airport Manager at the John Murtha Johnstown-Cambria County Airport
(JST). Inmy time at JST, we renegotiated tenant leases, added Hertz Rental Car's main office and Balance Restaurant
to our Terminal Building, and engaged a consultant to assist in a social media marketing campaign, and internally
continued an advertising campaign that includes billboards, radio, websites, television, and buses. We successfully
navigated our EAS air carrier that issued a Notice of Termination (NOT) and then withdrew the NOT, thus retaining the
air carrier. We obtained approval of a Keystone Opportunity Zone (KOZ) and an Airport Land Development Zone
(ALDZ) and developed and implemented a plan to maximize available CARES Act funds for revenue generation
projects. We also interviewed and hired a state lobbying company and a federal lobbying company.

January 2001 — August 2021 — L.R. Kimball, Ebensburg, PA

At L.R. Kimball, | began as an Engineer-In-Training (EIT) in the Aviation Services group. While at L.R. Kimball, |
progressed from a CAD draft person to a designer, to a Resident Project Representative (RPR), to a Project Engineer,
and to a Project Manager. As a Project Manager, | worked directly with airport clients to provide engineering assistance
including project conception, obtaining grant funding, project design, managing the public bidding process, construction
management, and project & grant closeout. | also communicated with the FAA and PennDOT BOA personnel
throughout the project process to ensure projects complied with their requirements. | coordinated directly with the
County conservation districts and the Depart of Environmental Protection (DEP) to comply with all environmental rules
and regulations. | obtained project approvals from various municipalities {township, borough, and/or County). | have
experience in many areas of airport design including design and inspection of pavement construction and rehabilitation,
paving marking, obstruction removal, electrical runway and taxiway lighting, guidance signs, and erosion &
Sedimentation (E&S) Controls. While at L.R. Kimball, | obtained my Professional Land Surveyor (PLS) License and
my Professional Engineer (PE) License.

1998 — 2000 and Summers of 1996 & 1997 — Cree Surveying. Fallentimber, PA

While at Cree Surveying, | gained most of my land surveying experience and worked on various types of projects both
in the office and in the field, which included property surveys, contouring, running elevations, topographic construction
stake-out, construction surveys, subdivisions, and land use projects.

AAC Subcommittee — Aviation Workforce, Aviation Council of Pennsylvania (ACP)
Economic Impact and Partnerships Board Member since 2023
Subcommittee Chairman since 2023 Secretary since 2026

Professional Licenses
Professional Engineer (PE) Licensed since 2006 PA license No. PEQ73164
Professional Land Surveyor (PLS) Licensed since 2004 PA license No. SU063020

Educational Background
BS Civil Engineering Pennsylvania State University Graduated 1997
BA Pre-Engineering Juniata College Graduated 1997



Westmoreland County Airport Authority

148 Aviation Lane, Suite 103 - Latrobe, PA 15650
(P} 724.539.8100 (F) 724.539.2441

Bob Shaffer

Chairman
Aviation Advisory Committee

Harrisburg, PA

Resignation from Advisory Committee

Dear Chairman Shaffer (Bob), 12/16/2025

| am writing to formally resign from my position as a representative for Airports on the PA
Advisory Committee, effective April 30, 2026. This will coincide with my retirement from
the Westmoreland County Airport Authority. Serving on this Committee has been an
honor, and 1 am deeply appreciative of the opportunities and experiences it has provided
me. | especially value the relationships | have built with the people involved. My tenure with
the Advisory Committee is something | will always cherish.

I am confident that the Committee will continue to ensure that aviation remains a priority
for our legislators and the Governor. | have great respect for the dedication and resolve
shown by you and all members of the Committee. Please continue the important work you
are doing.

Thank you again for allowing me to be part of the PA Aviation Advisory Committee. | wish
the organization continued success in the years ahead.

Sincerely .-';
Y

" Gabriel E. Monzo
Executive Director

Westmoreland County Airport Authority

Arnold Palmer Regional Airport Rostraver Airport




David Heath
Principal, BBP Solutions

1/21/2026

Ref: Membership on the Aviation Advisory Committee (AAC)

David,

As you are aware, | have retired from the City of Philadelphia Department of Aviation. Since |
am no longer directly involved in aviation in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, | will not seek
to continue serving on the Aviation Advisory Committee.

While I’'m not in a position to make a recommendation on a potential replacement for my
position, | can state that Shane Doud would be a great choice. Shane and | had worked together
for several years on matters of aviation within the Commonwealth through both ACP and AAC.
Shane had been my alternate while | served with both organizations. He would certainly well
represent the interests of Philadelphia, large hub commercial airports and the aviation industry
in the Commonwealth as a whole.

It has been a pleasure working with you and the members of both the ACP and AAC. Again,
while | have no official capacity at this time, | am still interested in the advancement of aviation
in the Commonwealth. If there is ever anything | can do to assist, please reach out. Thank you.

Reith §. Buune, AA.E., 94D



Quarterly Report to PA Aviation Advisory Committee
March 17, 2026
Air Freight and Commercial Air Service Subcommittee
Meetings:

The Air Freight and Commercial Air Service subcommittee met on January 22, 2026. Mark
Murawski, Tim Edwards, David Heath, Steve Keefer and Alex Burns attended.

Discussion:

Our discussions focused primarily on possible tasks or projects that the subcommittee can work
on in 2026 while we wait for the hopeful addition of funding for PA AAC projects/studies.

Several possible projects that would require funding were also discussed to include a study on
critical aviation economic routes to determine what state efforts/resources would be needed to
help retain those routes. Secondly, a study to help determine how to retain passenger and to a
lesser degree, freight service at our PA rural airports. While some FAA data is available for the
second potential project, it is delayed for almost a year which reduces much of its value.

In part, to support these possible future projects while potential AAC funding is determined, we
decided to work on the following two initiatives:

1. Develop a questionnaire/survey to collect demographic information on our 14 PA airports to
include passenger and air freight needs and goals.

2. Request a meeting with Ann Ryan, Deputy Secretary, Office of Tourism for PA, to discuss
increased inclusion of PA aviation information in DCED publications and outreach.

Future Meetings:

Our next meeting is scheduled for March 5th at 11AM.



---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mark Murawski

From: David Garver <David.Garver@xtiaircraft.com>

Sent: Tuesday, December 9, 2025 10:59 PM

To: bob@dujairport.com; Mark Murawski; amccloskey@pa.gov; murawskimark9
@gmail.com; brohm@pa.gov; Tes A.

Cc: Steve Zohrabian

Subject: XTI Aircraft PA Operations

Attachments: XTl-Aircraft-TriFan 600-Presentation-December-2025.pdf

Good evening,

My name is Dave Garver and | am corresponding on behalf of Steve Zohrabian, Executive Vice President — XTI Aircraft.

| am also the Chairman of the Board for the Chester County Airport and appointed to the PA Aviation Advisory
Committee. On 1 Dec 2025, | was hired as the Flight Systems Integrator for XTI Aircraft and work directly under the
leadership of Steve Zohrabian.

Attached is the XTI TriFan 600 Presentation, which XTI Aircraft would like to discuss with you, as well as our way forward,
in a future meeting. Please advise us of a few dates that would work for you all {or most) for a meeting, with our full
understanding that it will probably not be until the beginning of 2026.

Thank you and we look forward to working with you in the future.

Dave Garver

Flight Systems Integrator

XTI Aircraft

Mobile: +1.717.598.8395

Email: david.garver@xtiaircraft.com

Web: XTI Aerospace - The Fast & Far VTOL Aircraft for Air Mobility | XTI Aerospace

The information transmitted, including any attachments, is intended only for the individual or entity to which itis addressed, and may contain confidential
and/or privileged information. Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon, this information by
individuals or entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited, and all liability arising therefrom is disclaimed. If you have received this communication
in error, please delete the information from any computer and notify the sender.
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“ep— CHESTER COUNTY AIRPORT

\

Director Anthony McCloskey 16 January 2026
Pennsylvania Bureau of Aviation

400 North Street

Harrisburg, PA 17120

Dear Director McCloskey:

Chester County Area Airport Authority is writing to express our support for the Pennsylvania
submission to the FAA Electric Vertical Takeoff and Landing (eVTOL) and Advanced Air
Mobility Aircraft Integration Pilot Program (eIPP) currently due to the FAA by 01/22/2026. We
enjoyed learning that several airports across Pennsylvania have been added to the Pennsylvania
multi-state eIPP submission being led by the PA Bureau of Aviation and would like to add
Chester County Airport (KMQS) to the Pennsylvania-led multi state submission effort.

Chester County Airport and XTI Aircraft are partnering in this letter of petition to the PA Bureau
of Aviation and PennDOT. XTI Aircraft are building a novel long-range VTOL aircraft here in
Chester County Pennsylvania, and their parent company has acquired several UAS companies
that strongly and uniquely bolster the PA FAA eIPP submission if allowed to join. Advanced Air
Mobility (AAM) and UAS are poised to positively impact all our regions and Chester County
Airport (KMQS) is positioned strongly to support air taxi services, cargo operations, regional
mobility, and emergency response. Chester County Airport is ready to support collaborative
efforts between multiple state partners and industry, and we hope to attract further corporate
collaborations while adding considerable value to the Pennsylvania led FAA eIPP application.

Pennsylvania is leading a multi-state effort during a critical inflection point for our nation's
airspace, and we look forward to assisting the PA Bureau of Aviation and PennDOT in securing
one of the five eIPP winning designations from the FAA. We hope that we can be added to the
Commonwealth's formal efforts to develop novel AAM use case solutions.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
Sincerely,
David Garver

Chairman of the Board
Chester County Area Airport Authority



Robert W. Shaffer, Chair.
Mark R. Murawski, ViceChair - Sec,

PENNSYLVANIA AVIATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE

December 17, 2025

The Honorable Josh Shapiro
Governor of Pennsylvania
508 Main Capitol Building
Harrisburg, PA 17120

Dear Governor Shapiro,

On behalf of the PA Aviation Advisory Committee (AAC), | respectfully request your support for
the Aviation Investment and Reform Act (AIR Act) and urge that aviation be included as a
dedicated component of the Commonwealth’s upcoming budget.

Aviation is already a strong performer for Pennsylvania, contributing approximately $43 billion
annually to the economy, supporting more than 226,000 jobs, and generating $4.8 billion in tax
revenue. Airports support far more than travel alone, providing essential public safety, medical,
business, and workforce infrastructure in every region of the Commonwealth. Strategic
investment in aviation strengthens an industry that delivers real results and helps ensure
Pennsylvania continues to get things done.

Pennsylvania is home to 680 aviation facilities, including 120 public-use airports, many of which
do not receive federal funding. Yet all are essential to regional mobility, safety, and economic
vitality. Including aviation in the Commonwealth’s budget through the AIR Act ensures these
assets can be responsibly maintained, improved, and positioned to support future economic
growth.

Much like Pennsylvania served as the keystone in the formation of our nation, the Commonwealth
was also a keystone in the development of American aviation. Under Governor Gifford Pinchot,
Pennsylvania was among the first states to invest formally in aviation with the creation of the
Bureau of Aeronautics in 1927, followed by decisive gubernatorial leadership such as Governor
George Earle’s landmark aviation infrastructure investments. However, aviation has not seen
meaningful structural reform by the Commonwealth since 1984. As other states moved
aggressively to modernize, Pennsylvania has lost global aviation leaders and emerging innovators



to jurisdictions that invested earlier and more consistently. Pennsylvania is not a flyover state, it
is a destination for visitors, businesses, and opportunity. With your: leadership and our support,
the AIR Act provides a clear opportunity to pilot the Commonwealth back to the position of

leadership it once held.

Following formal consideration, the AAC has voted to support the AIR Act. The legislation reflects
coordinated work among PennDOT, the PA Transportation Advisory' Committee, and aviation
stakeholders statewide, and provides PennDOT with the predictable funding tools necessary to
safely manage and modernize Pennsylvania’s aviation system.

The Aviation Advisory Committee stands ready to support your Administration’s broader
transportation and infrastructure efforts and looks forward to working collaboratively to advance
a balanced multimodal strategy that includes aviation as a core component.

For these reasons, the Aviation Advisory Committee respectfully urges inclusion of aviation in the
upcoming budget and your support of the AIR Act.

Respectfully,

Robert W. Shaffer, Chairma
PA Aviation Advisory Committee

‘bob@dujairport.com
(814) 328-5311

cc:
Senator Kim Ward, President Pro Tempore, Pennsylvania Senate

Senator Joe Pittman, Majority Leader, Pennsylvania Senate

Senator Jay Costa, Minority Leader, Pennsylvania Senate

Representative Joanna McClinton, Speaker, Pennsylvania House of Representatives
Representative Matt Bradford, Majority Leader, Pennsylvania House of Representatives
Representative Jesse Topper, Minority Leader, Pennsylvania House of Representatives
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AVIATION COUNCIL

OF PENNSYLVANIA

Pennsylvania Aviation Investment & Reform (AIR) Act

The Pennsylvania AIR Act modernizes how the Commonwealth funds and governs its aviation
system. It restores aviation funding authority to the Aviation Code, modernizes aviation-related
taxes and licensing, strengthens oversight, and creates a balanced funding model that aligns
how aviation revenue is raised with how airports must operate.

Total Annual Aviation Investment: ~$120 million
s ~5$60 million — Aviation Restricted Account (ARA)

e ~$60 million — Aviation Trust Fund (ATF)

Aviation Restricted Account (ARA)
Estimated Annual Total: ~$60 million

The AIR Act returns the Aviation Restricted Account to Title 74 (Aviation Code) and strengthens
statutory protections to ensure aviation dollars remain dedicated to aviation purposes.

Estimated ARA Revenue Sources
o Jet fuel tax: ~$30 million
e Multimodal Transportation Fund appropriation: ~$28 million
« Aviation gasoline (AvGas): ~$1 million
o Aircraft registration fees: ~$1.5 million
« Airport licensing and inspection fees: ~$250,000
o Interest earnings (historical average): ~$600,000
Permitted Uses
o Expanded Local real estate tax reimbursement for public airports
e Aviation development program grants
¢ Aviation workforce development (10% allocation)

e Administrative costs capped at 10%



Key Protections
e ARA funds are statutorily protected from diversion to non-aviation purposes

e 50% of jet fuel and AvGas tax revenue is returned directly to the airport where it is
collected

Airport Development Program (ADP) — ARA-Funded

The AIR Act does not overhaul the ADP. The only change is increased State match and FAA
aligned flexibility.

e ADP remains funded through the Aviation Restricted Account

+ Expands use to be in parity with FAA Airport Improvement Program AND Airport
Terminal Program

o State participation increased to 75%—100% of eligible project costs
» Applies to both federal-aid and non-federal-aid projects

o All existing ADP eligibility, scoring, and administrative processes remain unchanged

Aviation-Related Taxes (Indexed for Stability)

e Jet Fuel Tax
o 8¢ per gallon (Neighboring State Average 11¢ per gallon)
o Adjusted annually based on the Consumer Price Index (CPI)
o 50% returned directly to the airport of sale

« Aviation Gasoline (AvGas) Tax
o 24¢ per gallon
o Adjusted annually based on the Consumer Price Index (CPI)
o 50% returned directly to the airport of sale

o Electric & Hydrogen Aviation Tax — Phased to Full Parity by 2040

o Introductory tax rates beginning in 2030 for electric aircraft charging and
hydrogen aviation fuels

o Rates scale gradually over time

o By 2040, electric and hydrogen aviation are taxed at full energy-equivalent parity
with jet fuel

o Encourages early adoption while ensuring long-term revenue equity



Aircraft Registration, Licensing & Inspection
Aircraft Registration Fee
« Applies to aircraft based or operating in Pennsylvania more than 30 days per year
o Non-commercial aircraft: $25 per seat, capped at $500
o Commercial aircraft: $50 per seat, capped at $1,000
Airport Licensing & Inspection (Private-Use Facilities Only)
e Applies only to private-use airports and private heliports
e Public-use, government-owned, and public-safety facilities are exempt
Licensing Fees
o Private-use airport with no paved runway: $250 annually
o Private-use airport with one or more paved runways: $500 annually
o Temporary private-use airport license: $250 flat fee
Inspection Fees
« Standard inspection (codified cycle, minimum once every five years): $600
« Reinspection for deficiencies or corrective actions: $300

The purpose of the proposed fees are to cover the cost of services rendered. All registration,
licensing, and inspection revenues are deposited into the Aviation Restricted Account.

Modernized Aviation Definitions

o The definition of heliport is updated to explicitly include all vertical takeoff and landing
(VTOL) aircraft, including electric VTOL (eVTOL) aircraft

« Ensures Pennsylvania’s aviation code reflects modern and emerging aircraft operations



Aviation Trust Fund (ATF)

Estimated Annual Total: ~$60 million

The AIR Act establishes a new Aviation Trust Fund funded entirely with non-bonded, non-
restricted revenue to address a long-standing imbalance in aviation funding.

Estimated ATF Revenue Source

e Sales and use tax allocation (~0.5% of Article I1): ~$60 million annually

Why the Aviation Trust Fund Is Necessary

Pennsylvania already raises aviation-related revenue, but existing statutory restrictions prevent
those dollars from being spent on many of the costs airports actually face. The Aviation Trust
Fund serves as a balancing mechanism, restoring alignment between how aviation revenue is
raised and how airports must operate.

The Trust Fund provides flexibility to fund projects and programs, including but not limited to:

Operating and emergency costs

+ Revenue-generating infrastructure ineligible under restricted programs
¢ Airport marketing and minimum revenue guarantees

e Workforce, innovation, and emerging aviation technologies

¢ New business models and system modernization initiatives

The Trust Fund does not increase Commonwealth debt and does not compete with highway or
transit bond capacity.

ATF Allocation Framework (Estimated Shares of $60M)
« 25% — Commercial service airports (~$15.0M)
e 30% — General aviation airports (~$18.0M)
e 10% — Non-NPIAS public airports (~$6.0M)
o 10% — Hangar development (~$6.0M)
e 15% - Emerging aviation technologies (~$9.0M)
e 1.6% — AirTAP and annual statewide aviation conference (~$960K)
« 0.4% — Governor’s Aviation Advisory Committee (~$240K)
e 8% — Director’s discretionary aviation initiatives (~$4.8M)

Transfers from the ATF to the ARA are permitted, capped at one-third of annual ATF revenue.



Strengthening State Oversight & Accountability
¢ Annual Spending Reports
The Bureau of Aviation must publish a yearly public report detailing:
e Grant allocations for each airport
¢ Administrative expenses

e Full-time equivalent (FTE) employees supporting aviation programs

o Tighter Controls
¢ Aviation funds limited to no more than 10% annually for administration
s Public disclosure of all aviation-related financial transactions

¢ Independent audit rights for aviation grant funds

Bottom Line

The Pennsylvania AIR Act delivers ~$120 million annually for aviation by pairing a protected
Aviation Restricted Account with a flexible Aviation Trust Fund. It modernizes aviation taxes,
ensures electric and hydrogen aviation reach full parity with jet fuel by 2040, codifies private-
use airport licensing and inspection, updates heliport definitions to include all VTOL aircraft,
strengthens accountability, and ensures aviation revenue can be spent on the real-world needs

of Pennsylvania’s airports—responsibly, transparently, and sustainably.



