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PENNSYVANIA AVIATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
DECEMBER 14, 2023 MEETING MINUTES

MEMBERS & ALTERNATES IN ATTENDANCE: Chair Robert Shaffer, Mark Murawski, Tony
McCloskey, David Heath, Tim Edwards, Justin Gensimore, Jacob Bausher, Tim Edwards, Steve
Keefer, Gabe Monzo, Chuck Brewer, Tes Ali, BJ Teichman, Andrew Allen.

GUESTS: Cory Cree, Andrew Weinert, Drake Burns, Mark Matlock, Anna Ellis, Aman Ali

CALL TO ORDER
Chairperson Robert Shaffer called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM.

ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS

Secretary Mark Murawski performed the roll call of members. A voting quorum was not achieved
necessary to conduct business in accordance with the bylaws. (Some members and alternates
attended remotely.) Please note, after re-reviewing the attendance (in person and remote) that
a quorum was achieved.

SEPTEMBER 14, 2023 MEETING MINUTES
Chairman Shaffer declared the meeting minutes approved without objection.
PENNDOT BUREAU OF AVIATION (BOA) UPDATE

Mr. Tony McCloskey, PennDOT BOA Director, began his briefing by announcing that Tom
Tomcyck has retired effective 12/1/23. Tony also went over several other BOA staff changes.
Tony reminded members that State Capital Budget Transportation Assistance Program requests
must be submitted through JCIP by 12/29/23. The BOA is close to finishing the Airport Pavement
Management System web-based tool which will be vitally important during the review of future
funding requests. Applied Pavement Management is the consultant developing the new system
database. This tool will allow airports to forecast their pavement condition data and better plan
for their capital improvement needs using sound data-driven methods. Airports are encouraged
to educate their local Chambers of Commerce, County Commissioners and others as appropriate
about this system. Some PA airports have seen a decline in pavement conditions on primary
runways so these metrics will be used by BOA as a key priority in formulating project selection
decisions with limited dollars as poor pavements can lead to safety issues. Tony has also been
directly involved in planning level meetings to host the next NASAO conference to be held in
Pittsburgh from September 7-11, 2024. The recent improvements underway at the Pittsburgh



International Airport will be showcased to conference attendees. Also, a DC trip is being
scheduled in late February- early March timeframe to learn what’s going on at Capitol Hill and
for networking. Chairman Shaffer asked about the status of BIL funding and Tony responded that
some projects are being pushed further out so he sees the last year of BIL as intense activity to
deliver projects. Mark Matlock at BOA gave an update on e-grants and explained that sub-grant
agreements are underway but due to the new system it will likely take some time to ramp up and
get all agreements executed so please be patient. Invoices are now being processed. Tony
stressed that we cannot sit on projects even though things are challenging so we all need to work
cooperatively more than ever to get projects done.

ELECTION OF 2024 OFFICERS

Chairman Shaffer noted that Mark Murawski was elected to serve as interim Vice-President at
the AAC September 14, 2023 public meeting to complete the remaining term of Ed Lozano who
resigned in September, 2023. Chairman Shaffer indicated that Mark would be willing to continue
serving as AAC Vice-Chair and Secretary for the 2024 term, however other nominations could be
offered from the floor and two separate motions would need to be made to cover the two officer
positions. Hearing no other nominations for either position, Gabe Monzo motioned for Mark
Murawski be elected to serve as AAC Vice Chair for the 2024 term which was seconded by Chuck
Brewer and unanimously approved. Gabe Monzo motioned for Mark Murawski to be elected to
serve as AAC Secretary for the 2024 term which was seconded by Tim Edwards and unanimously
approved.

STATUS OF AAC MEMBER VACANCIES & RE-APPOINTMENTS

Mark Murawski indicated that he has been working with Tony McCloskey to fill three vacancies
on the AAC due to resignations and also to address re-appointments of members due to expired
terms. The AAC has recommended the three appointments as Dave Fiore, Dave Heath and Dr.
Larry Nulton. The re-appointments consist of Steve Keefer, Andrew Allen, Gary Hudson, Gabe
Monzo. Bob Shaffer, Brian Phillips, John Minninger and Mark Murawski. All have expressed a
desire to be re-appointed to new three-year terms. Tony McCloskey indicated he is working with
the Governor’s Office to secure these appointments and re-appointments as noted by Mark
Murawski.

AVIATION COUNCIL OF PA (ACP) UPDATE

Gabe Monzo, ACP President informed the AAC members that the February 2024 ACP Roundtable
will feature PennDOT Secretary Mike Carroll and all are highly encouraged to participate. The
new ACP website is getting wonderful reviews by users since being launched. Gabe noted that he
is now a member of the AERIUM Board and is working closely with St. Vincent College, AERIUM
and others to advance bold aviation education programs to re-invigorate the aviation workforce
in PA. Likewise, the ACP is constantly gaining expertise to move in many directions as a forward
thinking organization to advance PA aviation. Planning for the 2024 PA Aviation Conference is
underway and the conference will be held in Williamsport, PA on October 7-9, 2024 and



sponsored by the Williamsport Regional Airport. A lively agenda with a great line-up of speakers
and activities / tours is being formulated which includes a tour of Lycoming Engines and the Penn
College Avionics facility and new airport terminal building. Early registration is targeted for
February and fundraising is being launched soon. Also, the AERIUM Summit is scheduled for May
28-30, 2024 and attendance is also encouraged.

A discussion ensued regarding polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) and contamination at airports
and how to mitigate it. It was suggested a collective P-3 approach to manage it may be beneficial
and that firefighters need more training on new foam rules. Gabe Monzo indicated ACP is
coordinating with PA DEP on these issues for a future roundtable discussion. An airports survey
may also be useful to gather data to better understand the extent of airport property
contamination and mitigation (clean-up) approaches being explored or instituted.

PENNSYLVANIA TAKES FLIGHT INITIATIVE

Mark Murawski provided a brief update on the PA Takes Flight joint AAC/ACP initiative which has
been developed as a program to help implement 25 legislative recommendations contained in
the TAC approved PA Aviation Strategic Investment Plan. Currently, efforts are being made to
schedule a meeting with Senator Wayne Langerholc, Chairman of the PA Senate Transportation
Committee hopefully in January, 2024 involving AAC/ACP leadership to discuss the possibility of
comprehensive state aviation legislation. Following this initial meeting, it is envisioned that other
meetings with the PA House and the Shapiro administration will be scheduled as well. Mark
Murawski said he anticipates 2024 may be the year of action for PA Aviation and we need to be
ready to respond to emerging opportunities and be strong advocates for our cause.

JOINT AAC/ACP SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS

Aviation Funding Sub-Committee

Chair Mark Murawski noted monthly zoom meetings continue to be held to further advance the
aviation funding recommendations contained in the TAC Report. These were previously outlined
in the prior agenda item for the PA Takes Flight Initiative.

Aviation Workforce, Economic Impact and Partnerships Sub-committee

Chair Cory Cree provided an update of committee activities by indicating that the Committee is
reviewing the scope of work contained in the TAC Report regarding this subject and is developing
a game plan to prioritize and address the recommendations. The sub-committee is scheduled to
meet via zoom on January 4, 2024 to finalize the work priorities and assign roles and
responsibilities to various sub-committee members.

Air Freight and Commercial Air Service Sub-committee

No substantive activity te report.



Aviation Technology Sub-committee

Co-Chair Tes Ali provided an update of committee activities. Tes introduced Andrew Weinert with
MIT Lincoln Laboratory who discussed grant funding opportunities for AAM and UAS
infrastructure development across the western and southern portion of PA via the Appalachian
Regional Commission. Tes and Andrew indicated that if we combine grant funding with a drive to
prepare all our airports for electrification, hydrogen, SAF's via solar and microgrid
implementation in the near term and far more robust airport resiliency hub planning in the longer
term, PA could become a nationwide leader in aviation innovation while bolstering our
communities and the Commonweaith as a whole.

Legisiative and Policy Sub-committee

Chair Mark Murawski said no substantive activity is to report and the sub-committee will convene
as needed primarily to respond to any state aviation legislative proposals under the PA Takes
Flight initiative or other aviation legislative or policy proposals that may arise where an AAC
response is requested or needed.

OLD BUSINESS

Chairman Shaffer provided an update of the Southern Airline flight training academy at the
DuBois Regional Airport and indicated the community is seeing spin-off economic and community
development benefits, such as hotels resulting from the facility’s activities. Amy Kessler at the
Northcentral RPO has also been very helpful in exploring grant opportunities to support it.

It was noted, Tes Ali’s brother Aman Ali was in attendance to take photos of AAC members for
the updated AAC website that will occur immediately following the meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

A brief discussion was held about the 2024 AAC meeting locations and several options were
presented such as continuing meetings at the ROC, moving meetings to the Keystone Building
and other ideas. Chairman Shaffer suggested a survey could be done to help make decisions and
BOA staff will check on the availability of the Keystone Building.

ADOPT 2024 MEETING DATES

The AAC adopted the 2024 meeting dates as follows:
March 14

June 13

September 12

December 12



ADJOURNMENT
Chairperson Shaffer adjourned the meeting at 12:15 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

v
Mark Murawski, Secretary

PA Aviation Advisory Committee



