Robert W. Shaffer, Chair
Edwin R. Lozano, Vice Chalr
Mark R. Murawskl, Secretary

HGS
PENNSYLVANIA AVIATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE

PENNSYVANIA AVIATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
JUNE 8, 2023 MEETING MINUTES

MEMBERS & ALTERNATES IN ATTENDANCE: Chair Robert Shaffer, Representative Ed Neilson,
Kyle Wagonseller, Mark Murawski, Tony McCIoskey, Meredith Biggica, Gary Hudson, Tesfaye
Ali, David Heath, Steve Keefer, Chuck Brewer, Justin Gensimore, Nolan Ritchie, Tim Edwards,
Andy Allen.

GUESTS:
CALL TO ORDER
Chairperson Robert Shaffer called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM.

Chairman Shaffer recognized Representative Ed Neilson, Majority Chair of the PA House
Transportation Committee who was in attendance. Representative Neilson said he was attending
to get acquainted with the Committee members and its important work. Representative Neilson
explained the work of the House Transportation Committee and its relevance to addressing
numerous transportation issues and challenges facing the Commonwealth through a lively and
informative exchange with Committee members. Chairman Shaffer and Secretary Mark
Murawski noted the completion of the TAC Aviation Strategic Investment Plan approved by the
State Transportation Commission in December, 2022 will be the basis for our Committee work
focus in 2023 and beyond with state aviation funding being a critical component. Chairman
Shaffer expressed his appreciation to Representative Neilson for attending our meeting and looks
forward to working with the House Transportation Commijttee to implement the TAC Aviation
Study recommendations and other related state aviation initiatives.

ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS

Secretary Mark Murawski performed the roll call of members. A voting quorum was achieved
necessary to conduct business in accordance with the bylaws.



MARCH 9, 2023 MEETING MINUTES
Chairman Shaffer declared the meeting minutes approved without objection.
PENNDOT BUREAU OF AVIATION (BOA) UPDATE

Mr. Tony McCloskey, PennDOT BOA Director introduced Meredith Biggica, the new PennDOT
Deputy Secretary for Multi-Modal Transportation. Deputy Secretary Biggica said that she was
previously the Executive Director of the PA House Transportation Committee with extensive
transportation policy background and experience that should serve her well in her new role at
PennDOT and that she is interested in working closely with the Committee to advance a strong
aviation agenda moving forward.

Tony then gave an update on BOA activities during the last quarter. Pavement Management
System mapping has been sent to 95 public use airports for comment. A goal to finalize mapping
is set for the end of the year and there will be a session at the ACP conference in October on this
subject. Kimley Horn consultants are doing an outstanding job with the economic impact
calculator task as one of the key deliverables resulting from the PA Aviation Impact Study Update.
A story map GIS visualization tool should also be done by March 2024. The NASAQ convention
will be held in Pittsburgh next year which is the first time since the 1958 gathering and PennDOT
will have a booth. Airport Authority board training is also moving forward so please take
advantage of the opportunity as there are constantly new board members at our airports and
this training is vital to understanding and executing their roles and duties.

PA AVIATION COUNCIL (ACP) UPDATE

Dave Heath reminded members to please mark their calendars for October 8-11, 2023 for the
upcoming ACP PA Aviation Conference to be held in Bethlehem and an exciting program is being
organized. Tickets are on sale now and please be sure to book your room early as attendance is
expected to be strong. A fundraising element is being incorporated into the conference. There
were 337 attendees at the AERIUM summit held at the Johnstown-Cambria County airport last
month which was outstanding and involved a great mix of attendees backgrounds and interests
in support of aviation education and workforce training needs.

DUBOIS-JEFFERSON TRAINING CENTER EVENT

Chairman Shaffer informed the Committee of the recent media event that was held at his airport
to kick-off their new training center. PennDOT Secretary Carroll and many other dignitaries were
in attendance and the event had good media coverage. A bus tour of the airport facilities and
operations were also provided with a demo of the Redbird full motion simulator for pilot training
now based at the airport being the star of the show. Pilot training availability is a major national
issue and we are fortunate to have this facility in PA. (Unfortunately, there were technical
difficulties showing the media event footage for Committee members so that was deferred.)



PA SENATE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE RE-CAP / NEXT STEPS

Mark Murawski provided an overview of the PA Senate Transportation Committee public hearing
on the State of Aviation in PA Chaired by Senator Wayne Langerholc and held at the Johnstown-
Cambria County Airport on April 20, 2023. This hearing was well attended and numerous
representatives representing aviation testified, including Chairman Shaffer, ACP President Gabe
Monzo, Mark and Dr. Larry Nulton who summarized the TAC Aviation Study and others, including
PennDOT Secretary Mike Carroll and BOA Director Tony McCloskey. Mark said that our
Committee should work closely with Governor Shapiro’s administration and the General
Assembly to build on this public hearing by focusing on implementation of TAC study
recommendations that would require state legislative action. Mark proposed the AAC and ACP
jointly co-sponsor such a legislative initiative that would develop a framework for a
comprehensive state legislative package which could be accomplished via a “white paper” that
Mark would be willing to draft for AAC/ACP review. Members concurred this would be a good
approach to start the legislative and administration outreach process. The goal would be to have
the white paper draft ready for review at the next AAC meeting in September and then kick-off
the outreach efforts via a Joint AAC/ACP Task Force.

FINALIZE AND LAUNCH JOINT AAC/ACP RESTRUCTURED SUB-COMMITTEES

Mark Murawski outlined the scope of work for five restructured sub-committees that would be
re-aligned to address the TAC Aviation Study recommendations by major focus area as follows:

Aviation Funding Sub-Committee

Aviation Workforce, Economic Impact and Partnerships Sub-committee
Air Freight and Commercial Air Service Sub-committee

Aviation Technology Sub-committee

Legislative and Policy Sub-committee

Each of these sub-committees will be jointly co-chaired by a representative from AAC and ACP.
All members are encouraged to sign up for at least one of these sub-committees who will then
designate/re-confirm their co-chairs and kick-off each of their sub-committee meetings. Mark
will be in touch with sub-committee leadership to get things started.

OLD BUSINESS

There was no old business discussed.



NEW BUSINESS

Gary Hudson referenced a major proposed sports complex for Olympic training being constructed
in 2024 in his area which should increase Chester County Airport traffic tremendously and the
City of Coatsville is also getting ready for it through urban renewal efforts. Chairman Shaffer
suggested that a federal earmark for needed airport infrastructure improvements could be
pursued by local officials, if appropriate, in light of the regional significance of the project’s
impact on aviation and the overall community.

NEXT MEETING DATE

Chairman Shaffer said the next PA AAC meeting date is scheduled for September 14, 2023 at a
location to be determined.

ADJOURNMENT
Chairperson Shaffer adjourned the meeting at 12:15 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Mark Murawskl Secretary

PA Aviation Advisory Committee



