
 

 

Minutes 
Pesticide Advisory Board Meeting 

March 19th, 2025 

 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Larry Shrawder, Kari Peter, Curtis Noll, Sally Holbert, David Husner, Tim McGinty, 
Lisa Murphy, Michael Myers, Martin Overline, Heather Smiles, Joseph Farwell and Brian Thomas. 

 
ADDITIONAL ATTENDEES: Frank Schneider, Matt Kohan, Daniel Duer, Daniel Emig, Jim Cunningham, Sharon 
Gripp, Ellie Rice, Jon Johnson, Greg Robertson, Raymond Boronyak, Sara Zost and Olivia Wolfe. 

 
Motion: A motion to approve the June 12th, 2024, minutes was made by Lisa Murphy and second by Brian 
Thomas. A motion to approve the December 11th, 2024, minutes was made by Curtis Noll and second by Brian 
Thomas. 

PA Dept of Ag Program update: 
The Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture program specialists gave pertinent program updates. See attached 
presentations for complete update. 

Frank Schneider, Director of Plants Industry introduced David Husner as the new replacement for 

Health & Safety Division Chief. He also gave updates on Regulation changes from EPA. Beginning in 

2017 EPA updated their federal regulation and requested all state to mirror the regulation, 2023 EPA 

approve Pennsylvania revised certification and training plan. The updated regulation will be shared 

once finalized. 

Matt Kohan, Pesticide Certification Education Specialist provided updates on study material for 

close/open category exams and exam processing times. 

Jim Cunningham, Pesticide Environmental Programs Specialist, provided data from the 2024 

ChemSweep, Household Hazardous Waste (HHW), and Plastic Pesticide Container Recycling 

(PPCR) programs, including pesticide and plastic pounds collected per location. The 2025 

ChemSweep and HHW schedule was provided. 

Daniel Emig, Pesticide Enforcement Specialist, provided date on compliance & enforcement cases, 

a summary of enforcement actions taken in 2024, common violations, routine inspections and 

investigations. 

Daniel Duer, Pesticide Registration Specialist, provided information on Phorid Flies in Chester 

County with option to remedy the issue and pesticides and EPA Pesticide & Endanger Species 

Compliance. 

 
Board Member Roundtable: None 

Public Comment Period: None 

Adjourn: Martin Overline made motion to adjourn the meeting and Michael Myers second the motion. 



Future Meetings: 

June 18, 2025 

September 17, 2025 
December 17, 2025 
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New Closed Book Exam 

Category 15 – Public Health Vertebrate Pest Control 

 

• New Study Packet 

– March 31, 2025 

 
• Old Study Packet - Open Book 

Exam 

– March 31, 2025 thru June 2, 
2025 

 
• Only Closed Book Exam 

– Starting June 2, 2025 
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Closed Book Exams 

Category 
 

 

(3) Vegetable crops 

(5) Forest pest control 

(6) Ornamental and shade trees 

(7) Lawn and turf 

(8) Seed treatment 

(9) Aquatic pest control 

(10) Right-of-way and weeds 

(11) Household and health related 

(12) Wood destroying pest 

(13) Structural fumigation 

(15) Public health vertebrate pest 
control 

(16) Public health invertebrate pest 
(19) Wood preservation 

(20) Commodity and space 
fumigation 

(21) Soil fumigation 

(22) Interior plantscape 

(23) Park or school pest control 

(24) Swimming pools 

(25) Aerial applicator 

(26) Sewer root control 
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Open Book Exams 

Category 

 
(PC) Private Category 

(1) Agronomic crops 

(2) Fruits and nuts 

(4) Agricultural animals 

(17) Regulatory pest control 

(18) Demonstration and research pest control 
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Exam Processing – 1-2 Weeks 

 
– Tweaking/updating procedures 

– Best Processing/Grading Times in the last 10 Years (Maybe More) 

– Last year was 4 weeks 

– Expect to be able to keep up at this pace into the future 
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2024 RESULTS 



 
R1 1,080 Clarion, Forest, Venango 

R2 2,481 Snyder, Union 
 

CHEMSWEEP 
POUNDS 

COLLECTED 

R3 4,143 Lackawanna, Luzerne, Wyoming 

R4 2,803 Armstrong, Indiana 

R5 5,888 Blair, Cambria, Somerset 

R6 18,504 Lancaster, Lebanon 

R7 8,803 Chester, Delaware 

TOTAL 43,702 



 
 

 
2024 PDA 
HHW 
SUPPORT 

 
 
 

 

 TOTAL POUNDS FUNDED POUNDS 

 TOTAL LBS FUNDED LBS 

Montgomery 53703 8000 

Delaware 19623 8000 

Philadelphia 19197 8000 

Chester 28457 8000 

Bucks 49585 8000 

Cumberland 9689 8000 

Berks 15832 8000 

Centre 8754 8000 

York 6325 6325 

Monroe 931 931 

Mifflin 2684 2684 

NTSWA 1137 1137 

Clinton 1507 1507 

Blair 2734 2734 

Northampton 7900 7900 

Lackawanna 3533 3533 

Wyoming 1498 1498 

Upper Saucon 2512 2512 

   

TOTAL 235601 94761 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2024 TOTAL 
POUNDS 

PESTICIDE 
COLLECTIONS 

FARM TO FARM 43,702 

HHW 94,711 

TOTAL 138,413 
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CHEMSWEEP PROGRAM 
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2025 

CHEMSWEEP 
SCHEDULE 



 
 

 
INVENTORY DEADLINE 

 

 
MARCH 31ST 
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Plastic Pesticide 
Container 
Recycling 
Program 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2024 pounds 
collected and 
granulated 

87,800 



 

 
Program 
Locations 

53 Public drop off 
locations 

72 Private sites 



 
 

 
• Web page has an interactive map to help the 

public locate drop off locations. 

• www.agriculture.pa.gov 

>Plants, Land & Water 

>Plant Industry 

>Health & Safety 

>Environmental Programs 

>Plastic Pesticide Container Recycling 

 
 
 

 
Web 
Information 

http://www.agriculture.pa.gov/


 
 
 
 
 

 
MAP SEARCH 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Enter your location. 

Map will populate public sites. 



 
 

Distance, drive time, and 
suggested route provided. 



 
 

 
jgcunningh@pa.gov 
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Pesticide 

Enforcement 
Update 

Daniel Emig 

Pesticide Advisory Board 

March 19, 2025 



Enforcement Numbers 
July 1, 2024-Present: 

• 425 pesticide cases logged 

• 304 have been reviewed by the Enforcement Specialist 

• 12 Notice to Close Investigation 

• 8 Advisory 

• 97 Enforcement Actions: 
 
 

 

Notice of Proposed Civil Penalty 38 

Notice of Warning 33 

Request For Compliance 26 



Routine Inspections: 
 

Inspection Type 
# This 
Fiscal 

Enforcement Actions Issued 

Worker Protection Standards 
(WPS) 22 20 

Business License & Records 120 28 

Dealer License & Records 59 18 

Applicator License & Records 12 3 

Spot Checks 2 2 

Ag Use Observations 16 N/A 

Non-Ag Use Observations 45 N/A 

Other 11 N/A 



Investigations: 
 
 

 

Inspection Type 
# This 
Fiscal 

Enforcement 
Actions Issued 

Ag Misuse Investigations 6 4 

Non-Ag Misuse Investigations 17 15 

Hypersensitivity Investigations 6 6 



Violations: 
 

 

Section Description 
Number of 

Violations 

8(s) RUP Purchase by Unlicensed Applicator 1 

128.10 RUP Dealer Licensing 1 

128.11 RUP Dealer Recordkeeping 19 

128.31 Business Licensing Requirements 15 

128.35 Pesticide Recordkeeping, Non-Agricultural 35 

128.41, 128.42 Unlicensed Applicator 15 

128.53 Technician Training Recordkeeping 2 

128.65 Private Applicator RUP Recordkeeping 5 

128.103 Pesticide Handling, Use, Drift 24 

128.112 Hypersensitivity Registry, Lack of Notification 6 

40 CFR 170 Worker Protection Standard 43 



 

 
Thank You! 



 
 

 
Phorid Flies & Pesticides 

Daniel Duer, Pesticide Registration Specialist 

PA Dept of Agriculture 
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Phorid Flies & Pesticides 

 
 Phorid flies have been a growing problem in Chester county 

 

 
 Warming winters and the diazinon tolerance revocation are main culprits 

 

 
 Green mold, vectored by the flies, is responsible for 10-40% crop loss 

 

 
 Massive nuisance for local residents 



 
Phorid Flies & Pesticides 

 
 PDA has responded by issuing a quarantine order 

 

 
 Requires houses “steam off” by raising temperatures 

 

 
 Also working with Penn State researchers to register promising pesticides and new 

uses 



 
Phorid Flies & Pesticides 

 
 Dr. Wolfin with PSU recommended two pesticides solutions: 

 

 
1. OrganiShield, currently registered as a drench but may be effective as a fogger 

 

 
2. Vestergaard Mosquito Netting, which isn’t registered in the U.S. 

 

 
 PDA and EPA provided a path for fogger uses; need to address inhalation and eye 

data 

 Working on a special registration for the netting with EPA and Vestergaard 



 

 
Pesticides & Endangered 

Species Compliance 



 
Endangered Species & Pesticides 

 
 Endangered Species Act of 1973(ESA) 

requires federal gov’t to not jeopardize 

listed species 

 EPA has ignored ESA when registering 

pesticides 

 After many lawsuits, EPA’s pesticide 

actions will take ESA into account 

 This is how EPA keeps pesticides on the 

market 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Atlantic sturgeon, endangered in PA 
Credit: NOAA Fisheries, Atlantic sturgeon swimming. 

Atlantic Sturgeon NOAA Fisheries 

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/species/atlantic-sturgeon 

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/species/atlantic-sturgeon


 
Endangered Species & Pesticides 

 
EPA will make 3 big changes for agricultural pesticides 

that may harm endangered species: 

1) Label will reduce drift 

2) Label will require runoff/erosion mitigations 

3) EPA will mark certain habitats as Pesticide Use 

Limitation Areas (PULAs), and require additional 

restrictions to appear on the website Bulletins Live 

2 (BLT) 
 

Piping Plover, endangered in PA 
Credit: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Piping 
Plover (Charadrius melodus), 
Environmental Conservation Online System 

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6039 

Non-agricultural pesticides may also have 

bulletins, we’ll have to see how things progress 

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6039


 
Endangered Species & Pesticides 

 
 EPA is offering a lot of flexibility for mitigations 

 

 
 However, flexibility leads to complexity 

Ex. “Do not spray this pesticide” is rigid, but simple 
 
 
 

 

Indiana Bat, Endangered in PA 
Credit: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 

Indiana bat (Myotis sodalist) 

Environmental Conservation Online System 

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5949 

“You can spray this pesticide if you do x, y, or z” is flexible, 

but more complex 

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5949


 
Endangered Species & Pesticides 

 
 This doesn’t change existing labels 

 

 
 As EPA reviews pesticides, these elements will be incorporated 

 

 
 This is our learning year 

 
 
 

 

Eastern prairie fringed orchid, 

Threatened in PA 
Credit: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 

Eastern prairie fringed orchid (Platanthera leucophaea) 

Environmental Conservation Online System 

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/601 

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/601


 
Drift Mitigation 

 

 
 Labels may require downwind buffers to prevent drift in sensitive 

areas 

 These buffers can typically overlap with non-habitat areas 

including but not limited to agricultural fields, paved or gravel 

roads, or buildings and other manmade structures 

 These buffers should be maintained in-field if sensitive areas such 

as streams or habitat are downwind 

 This buffer distance may vary from chemical to chemical 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bog Turtle, Threatened in PA 
Credit: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 

bog turtle (Glyptemys muhlenbergii) 

Environmental Conservation Online System 

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6962 

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6962


Example from the new Liberty ULTRA 

label: 
 



 
Example from the new Liberty ULTRA 

label: 



 
Runoff/Erosion Mitigation 

 Labels may require applicators to have a certain 

number of runoff and erosion reductions in place 

 These will come from the “Mitigation Menu” website, 

which will list mitigations such as reduced tillage 

practices and cover crops 

 This menu lists a number of options, each assigned a 

number of points 

 Applicators will need to ensure the number of points 

is met for the application to be legal; for commercial 

Rufa Red Knot, Threatened in PA 
Credit: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 

rufa red knot (Calidris canutus rufa) 

Environmental Conservation Online System 

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1864 

applicators, they will need to know what mitigations 

the land manager has in place 

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1864


label: 

 
Example from the new Liberty ULTRA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Refers applicators to https://www.epa.gov/pesticides/mitigation-menu 

http://www.epa.gov/pesticides/mitigation-menu


 
Example from the new Liberty ULTRA 

label: 
 You don’t need points under certain circumstances, check the website 

Examples: 

-Are all areas 1000 ft down gradient managed? 

-Is the application soil injected? 

-Is there tile-drainage with a controlled outlet? 
 

 
 There are more examples, check the website for the complete list 

 Let’s check the mitigation menu to see how many points we get for our county 



 
Example from the new Liberty ULTRA 

label: 



 
Example from the new Liberty ULTRA 

label: 
There are many mitigations available 

1) In-Field (ex conservation tillage, cover crops) 

2) Field-Adjacent (ex managed riparian areas, vegetative filter strips) 

3) Runoff and Discharge Capture Systems (ex tile drains, retention ponds) 

4) Application Parameters (ex reducing dose, reducing area treated) 
 

 
There are also many points available for miscellaneous things, like recording your point totals or mixing 

in-field and field-adjacent mitigations 



 
Example from the new Liberty ULTRA 

label: 
• If the field is no-till, you 

automatically get 3 points 

• This would allow you to use this 
pesticide anywhere in PA 

• Cover crops are also worth a 
decent number of points 
potentially 



 
• EPA developed a 

mitigation calculator 

• Just answer the 
questions and see how 
many points you get 

• https://www.epa.gov/p 
esticides/mitigation- 
menu 

• You get 1 point just for 
recordkeeping 

http://www.epa.gov/p


Pesticide Use Limitation Areas (PULAs) & Bulletins 

Live 2 (BLT) 

 

 
 EPA is making local Pesticide Use Limitation Areas (PULAs) to 

protect listed species' habitats 

 Each PULA will have a bulletin, listing restrictions to protect 

endangered species 

 Labels may tell users to check a website for bulletins, 

Bulletins Live 2 (BLT) 

 If checking BLT is on the label, it is enforceable 

 
Northern Long-Eared Bat, 

Endangered in PA 
Credit: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 

Northern Long-Eared Bat (Myotis septentrionalis) 

Environmental Conservation Online System 

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045 

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045


Pesticide Use Limitation Areas (PULAs) & Bulletins 

Live 2 (BLT) 

 
 Applicators have a six-month window to obtain a bulletin before they 

apply a pesticide 

 You can obtain a bulletin January 1-July 1 if you plan to apply the 

pesticide on July 1 

 For applicators, checking bulletins before the growing season is 

advised 

 Can ensure requirements are understood and implemented ahead of 

time 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Eastern Massasauga, Threatened in PA 
Credit: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 

Eastern Massasauga (=rattlesnake) (Sistrurus catenatus) 

Environmental Conservation Online System 

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2202 

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2202


Pesticide Use Limitation Areas (PULAs) & Bulletins 

Live 2 (BLT) 
 

 

From Enlist One EPA Reg No 62719-695 label: 



Pesticide Use Limitation Areas (PULAs) & Bulletins 

Live 2 (BLT) 

 Search the location, EPA Reg No, and month in the 

lower left corner 

 PULAs come up as red areas on the map 

 Click on the red area, then the red “printable 

bulletin” button will turn green 

 Once the button is green, you can click on it to see 

the bulletin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
https://www.epa.gov/endangered-species/bulletins-live-two-view-bulletins 

https://www.epa.gov/endangered-species/bulletins-live-two-view-bulletins


Pesticide Use Limitation Areas (PULAs) & Bulletins 

Live 2 (BLT) 
 

 This is from August of 2024, showing 2 PULAs, circled in red 

 PA had PULAs by OH for Cyantraniliprole 

 Also had PULAs by some SE waterways for organophosphates 



 



 
 
 

 
 This bulletin has additional restrictions, check the text and 

the website for more details 

 This bulletin is a little different, because it’s for a species 

protected by National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 

 NMFS uses a different points scale, 10-80 whereas the other 

mitigations go from 1-9 

 This will only be relevant if you’re spraying super close to 

the SE rivers 



 
The Future? 

 
 This system uses web-hosted content, which means it can be changed 

 New practices can be added, points can be changed, bulletins can be revised 

 This protects species, and access to these tools 


