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Tier Descriptions:  

Tier 1 | Early Detection/Prevention: Species in this category are absent from target regions and 
should receive the highest level of early detection survey efforts. Natural resource professionals 
should conduct delineation surveys for Tier 1 species and assign species detected to the 
appropriate tier.  

Tier 2 | Eradication: Species in this category occur in small, localized populations and should 
receive the highest level of early detection response efforts. High impact species with low enough 
abundance and suitable treatment method(s) should make eradication feasible in a given area. 

Tier 3 | Containment: Species in this category are spreading and increasing in number, and 
should receive targeted and strategic management to slow their spread as they are likely too 
widespread to eradicate. Surrounding regions could be left at risk if Tier 3 species are left 
unattended.  

Tier 4 | Local Control: Species in this category are established throughout the state or target 
region and cannot be feasibly eradicated. Land managers should instead focus efforts on 
localized management over time to contain, exclude, or suppress to protect high-priority 
resources like rare native species or recreational assets. Managers are advised to be strategic 
when deciding if/when to control Tier 4 species.  

Tier 5 | Monitor: Species in this category need more research, mapping, and monitoring to 
understand their invasiveness. This includes naturalized species and cultivated-only species that 
are known to be invasive in other regions but are not yet invasive here. Invasiveness may change 
with environmental or genetic changes. Land managers should monitor populations on a regular 
basis to see if they are starting to become invasive. If invasive infestations are detected, species 
should be assigned to an appropriate tier. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Common 
Name 

Scientific Name 

 

Tier Threats 

 

Regulatory 
Status 

Snake fungal 
disease 

Ophidiomyces ophiodiicola 4 Animal 
pathogen 

 

White nose 
syndrome 

Pseudogymnoascus destructans 4 Animal 
pathogen 

 

Golden oyster 
mushroom 

Pleurotus citrinopileatus 3 Competes with 
native fungi1 

 

Death cap 
mushroom 

Amanita phalloides 5 Deadly if 
ingested 

 

Oak wilt Bretziella fagacearum 4 Plant pathogen  

Scots pine 
blister rust 

Cronartium flaccidum 1 Plant pathogen  

White pine 
blister rust 

Cronartium ribicola 4 Plant pathogen  

Chestnut 
blight 

Cryphonectria parasitica 4 Plant pathogen Federal 

Dogwood 
anthracnose 

Discula destructiva 4 Plant pathogen  

Wheat blast Magnaporthe oryzae Triticum pathotype 1 Plant pathogen  

Late wilt of 
corn 

Magnaporthiopsis maydis 1 Plant pathogen  

Beech bark 
disease 

Neonectria faginata  4 Plant pathogen  

Strawberry 
fruit rot 

Neopestalotiopsis rosae 3 Plant pathogen  

 
1 Veerabahu, A., Banik, M. T., Lindner, D. L., Pringle, A., & Jusino, M. A. (2025). Invasive golden oyster mushrooms are 
disrupting native fungal communities as they spread throughout North America. Current Biology, 35(16), 3994-4002. 



Butternut 
canker 

Ophiognomonia clavigignenti-
juglandacearum 

4 Plant pathogen  

Dutch elm 
disease 

Ophiostoma ulmi 4 Plant pathogen  

Philippine 
downy mildew 

Peronosclerospora philippinensis 1 Plant pathogen Federal 

Corn tar spot Phyllachora maydis 3 Plant pathogen Federal 

Laurel wilt Raffaelea lauricola 1 Plant pathogen  

Japanese oak 
wilt 

Raffaelea quercivora 1 Plant pathogen  

Potato wart Synchytrium endobioticum 1 Plant pathogen Federal 
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