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PENNSYLVANIA WINE MARKETING AND RESEARCH PROGRAM 

MS TEAMS VIRTUAL BOARD MEETING  

Minutes of the April 9, 2024 Board Meeting 

 

Public notice of the April 9, 2024 Pennsylvania Wine Marketing and Research Program Board 

Meeting was given as stipulated by the Sunshine Law. 

CALL TO ORDER 

Mario Mazza, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 10:14 a.m.  Board members in 

attendance in addition to Chairman Mazza included Karl Zimmerman, Vice Chair; Carley Razzi, 

Treasurer; David Hoffman; Jamie Williams; John Skrip, III; and Jake Gruver. 

Robert Mazza and John Landis were not present. 

Also in attendance were Micah Mance and Lindsay Young, McKonly and Asbury CPAs; Patrick 

Andrews, Secretary of Agriculture Representative, PDA; Holly Zarefoss, Administrative Assistant 

to the Markets Division; Jenny Groff, Clerical Assistant; Adam Morris, Esquire; Eve Adrian, 

Executive Policy Specialist 2; and Kristen Markley, Organic Initiative Manager. 

Also present was Virginia Mitchell, PWA 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

 RESOLUTION 2024.07-MEETING MINUTES  

 Presented by:    Jake Gruver 

 Seconded by:     Carley Razzi 

 Passed:     Unanimously       

 To approve the Minutes of the February 20, 2024 meeting. 

FINANCIAL REPORTS 

Lindsay Young, McKonly and Asbury, CPAs, referred members for further discussion to 

information regarding the Profit and Loss Budget vs. Actual for July 2023 through February 

2024.  Mr. Gruver inquired as to whether the ACMA grant contracts were carryovers from the 

prior year.  Chair Mazza noted that sounds accurate, but would review the matter further.  Mr. 

Andrews commented that these things never get budgeted.  Ms. Young offered clarification.  

Mr. Andrews had concerns regarding the spending of a sizeable amount of ACMA dollars and 

that it's good to have this nearly $305,000 money moving out.   

Ms. Young referred to the Board Report, which is more specific to the budget and how the 

budget was allocated for this time period with a Marketing and Enology focus of 70 percent and 
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viticulture research of 30 percent.  As indicated on the report, $1.28 million was carried over 

from the fiscal year ending 6/30/2023 into this current fiscal year with grant total expenses of 

$439,275.   

Ms. Young then referred to the Balance Sheet and A/P Aging QuickZoom for further discussion.  

She noted a duplication, which will be corrected.    

 RESOLUTION 2024.08-APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL REPORT 

 Presented by:    Karl Zimmerman 

 Seconded by:     David Hoffman 

 Passed:     Unanimously       

 To approve the Financial Report as presented. 

ASSESSMENT REPORT 

Jenny Groff, Clerical Assistant, referred to the Wine Assessment Report as of April 3, 2024, for 

further discussion of the collections as follows:  2019, $318,630.38; 2020, $361,446.34 plus $36; 

2021, $287,834.22 plus $15,000; 2022, $252,714.32 plus approximately $15; 2023, $212,716.80 

plus approximately $7; 2024, $3,943.11.  Mr. Andrews noted receipt of data from PLCB to start 

the process for 2022, which he will submit. 

 RESOLUTION 2024.09-APPROVAL OF ASSESSMENT REPORT 

 Presented by:    Jake Gruver 

 Seconded by:     Carley Razzi 

 Passed:     Unanimously       

 To approve the Assessment Report. 

PWA ACTIVITY UPDATE 

Virginia Mitchell, PWA, provided an update regarding Pennsylvania Wine's marketing efforts.   

She referred to her report prepared on April 1, 2024, which reflected a Q1 snapshot of 

upcoming events and the marketing programs for later this year. 

Ms. Mitchell reported that PA Wine social media continues to highlight upcoming industry 

happenings, as well as reach consumers through engaging, educational, and "fun" posts.  Thus 

far for 2024, $950 had been spent to push ads to PA Wines and pawine.com to reach new 

audiences.  The plan is to significantly increase the spending behind social media posts and 

reels moving into the travel season to push visitors to tasting rooms.   
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Ms. Mitchell noted a new collaboration with PA East began in Q1, PA Vines and Wines, and PA 

Wine 101 and described the initiatives for each.   There is a collaborative effort by PA Eats and 

PA Wines on social media for promotion of editorials and recipes.   

She reported the initiation of rack card distribution, advertisement in the Farm Show Visitors' 

Guide, and advertorial in Table Magazine.  The winery guide, which will be updated and 

distributed later in 2024, is included among several other marketing initiatives.  Wine Trail grant 

funding applications will be open until May 1, 2024, and additional details can be found on the 

industry page at pawine.com. 

Festivals planned for the spring season include Sommelier Judgement scheduled for May 13, 

2024, and winners will be listed in the Philly Magazine.  The group discussed the Dish Works 

Food Contents Studio.   

SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATES 

Chair Mazza requested comments from any of the subcommittees.   

Mr. Williams stated he was taking nominations for additional members to the Research 

Committee, whose members comment on whether or not the board would agree with the 

summaries.  Ms. Razzi offered to join the committee.   

Mr. Hoffman noted a vacancy on the Industry Relations Committee, which Ms. Razzi also 

joined. 

PA WINE AND GRAPE INDUSTRY CONFERENCE 

Chair Mazza reported on behalf of Beth Williams that there were over 80 attendees at the 

conference, noting a very positive partnership with PWA cohosting, and indicated almost all 

attendees joined the Wednesday industry dinner also attended by Secretary Redding and a 

number of Penn State faculty and administration.    

Ms. Razzi suggested that next year's conference be held across the hall with better signage.  

Chair Mazza appreciated efforts by Mr. Gruver, Ms. Williams, and others from Penn State.   

SCORE CONCEPT PAPERS 

Mr. Andrews discussed the importance of attendance at meetings for proper discussion on 

grant proposals.  He explained the scoring process includes reading concept papers, filling out 

the spreadsheet, sending in their scores, and participating in the discussion.  He inquired 

whether a member who could not participate in the entire process should be counted in the 

averaging.   After further discussion, Chair Mazza stated the Board would proceed on the basis 

of those actually in attendance, and those scores would be the ones used in the average 

moving forward.  Mr. Morris clarified that the General Assembly has already made the decision 
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that a Board member must be present at a meeting in order to vote per the Sunshine Law, 65 

Pa C.S. starting at § 701.  

Mr. Andrews displayed the scoring sheet and sorted the concepts according to rank.  Chair 

Mazza reminded all this was just an evaluation of which projects the Bould wanted to invite for 

a full proposal and not an allocation of actual funding.  Feedback would be helpful to guide the 

proposals to a new and refined final proposal. 

Mr. Gruver commented the average request per proposal was $85,000  and requested guidance 

on an appropriate grant amount.  Chair Mazza suggested a blanket response to each proposal 

to request that each one shave off 5 to 10 percent, which would allow the Board to fund one 

more project.  Mr. Andrews suggested inflation may be a factor.  

Chair Mazza and members reviewed 12 proposals focusing on marketing and viticultural or 

enology-related research for a total requested of $1.43 million.  He noted there were two 

projects related to spotted lanternfly which scored under 70.   There was further discussion 

regarding pest management strategies. 

Mr. Gruver agreed with the Chair's comments regarding the lanternfly and also referred to the 

proposals involving oxidized wines for comment.  There was further discussion regarding the 

projects.   There was a discussion regarding the difference between the total proposals for 2024 

versus 2023, as well as project scores.    

Chair Mazza suggested the group review proposals project by project and make notes in terms 

of modifications before making final recommendations.  Mr. Andrews noted all applicants will 

be asked to reduce their budgets.    

PWA will be asked to clarify how its proposals align with previous efforts for the PWA strategic 

plan recently shared and/or any modifications.     

There were no additional comments for Dr. Ryan Elias's project managing reduced sulfur 

compounds and Dr. Cain Hickey's project regarding evaluations for grapevine nutrient levels.  

There was discussion that between 10 and 15 wineries from at least three different regions be 

encouraged to participate in Dr. Molly Kelly's project measuring oxygen uptake from bottling 

through harvest, and there would be no request for a budget reduction for this project.   

Dr. Misha Kwasniewski will be encouraged to increase the sample numbers from across 

different regions from wineries not typically represented.  Ms. Mitchell will submit additional 

information regarding the matter.   

There were no additional comments regarding a project by Dr. Kwasniewski regarding 

integration of chemical aging of wine into traditional production. 
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There was discussion regarding Dr. Michela Centinari's proposals for mitigating frost damage in 

Pennsylvania vineyards and evaluating bird deterrent measures in a vineyard setting.    

Members suggested an inquiry be made as to whether Dr. Centinari contacted Stone Soap 

Company in Sylvan Lake, Michigan, to evaluate their product.   

There were no additional comments regarding Dr. Josephine Wee 's proposal regarding the use 

of wine grape microbiome to control dissolved oxygen and sulfur dioxide levels in final wines, 

and Dr. Josh Lambert's proposal regarding variability in the sensory profile of Pennsylvania red 

hybrid wines,  

A follow-up conversation was suggested with Dr. Flor Acevado regarding the spotted lanternfly 

reproduction proposal and assessing grapevine recovery time from damage proposal.   

 RESOLUTION 2024.10-APPROVAL OF  CONCEPT PAPERS 

 Presented by:    Jake Gruver 

 Seconded by:     Carley Razzi 

 Passed:     Unanimously       

 To approve the full slate of concept papers for full proposals with the modifications as 

 noted, and that all except Project 12, to incorporate some budget reduction where 

 able. 

OTHER BUSINESS 

It was noted the next meeting will be held virtually on Tuesday, May 14, 2024, 10:00 a.m. to 

12:00 p.m. 

An in-person meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 9, 2024, to discuss full proposal scoring.   

Information regarding lunch will be emailed to all members.     

ADJOURNMENT 

 RESOLUTION 2024.11-TO ADJOURN 

 Presented by:    Jake Gruver 

 Seconded by:     Carley Razzi 

 Passed:     Unanimously       

 To adjourn the meeting. 
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There being no further business, the Pennsylvania Wine Marketing and Research Program 

Board Meeting adjourned at 12:15 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Michele Ann McGinnis 

April 9, 2024 

 


