
 
 

 

June 2, 2026 

 

Chairman John Boozman 

555 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

 

Chairman GT Thompson 

400 Cannon House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Chairmen and Members of the House and Senate Agriculture Committees, 

 

 As state Secretaries and Commissioners of Agriculture across the Mid-Atlantic region, 

we write to request emergency assistance appropriated through Congress to the United States 

Department of Agriculture (USDA) to assist specialty crop growers in our states who have been 

impacted as a result of the late-April freeze.  During the week of April 20th, our states 

experienced below freezing temperatures, causing severe damage to our orchards, vineyards, and 

vegetable farms across the Mid-Atlantic region.  

 The Mid-Atlantic region is a national leader in specialty crop production, comprising a 

significant part of our region’s agricultural economy. This freeze has devastated our growers, 

with many reporting crop losses in excess of 80-85%, with some anticipating a total loss of 

yields to their tree fruit, grape, and berry crops. In addition to fruit production loss, some growers 

are facing permanent damage to their trees and grapevines, compounded by ongoing drought 

conditions throughout the region. We are also experiencing losses to our diversified vegetable 

crops and small grains as a result of the freeze. At a time when the farm economy is difficult due 

to rising input costs, disrupted export markets, and inconsistent labor supply, this freeze will 

have a devastating effect on many farm operations across the Mid-Atlantic and cause income 

losses that they cannot afford to go without. 

 Our family-owned farms are not only the backbone of our region’s agriculture economy, 

but they also support our rural communities.  Many of these farms thrive on revenue from 

agritourism and value-added agriculture opportunities such as pick-your-own, and market 



 
 

income generated through direct-to-consumer sales. Our growers have fought hard to have their 

products carried in regional grocery stores and have established thriving retail partnerships over 

many years. This sudden freeze will put these value-added revenue generators in jeopardy, as 

some orchards and berry patches have suspended pick-your-own this season, do not have enough 

products to sell at farmers’ markets, and might face permanent loss of shelf space in retail 

operations.  

 While facing severe revenue loss as a result of the damage to yields caused by the freeze, 

our growers will still have to maintain their orchards, vineyards, and farms. Many have elected to 

cancel their H2-A labor contracts, and while they will not have to pay labor costs, growers 

already spent significant funds, up to tens of thousands of dollars, on the administrative costs of 

acquiring these H2-A workers. Rather than relying on H2-A workers to assist in maintenance, 

farmers will have to source temporary, local labor at a time when the demands far exceed the 

available workforce. For orchards and vineyards facing extensive tree and vine damage, growers 

will also have to make difficult decisions about removal and replanting, which is both a costly 

process and delays income as new plants take many years to produce fruit. 

 We urge you to swiftly appropriate comprehensive emergency funding to the USDA to 

provide critical relief to the affected specialty crop industries in our states. We have done what 

we can at our respective state levels – requesting disaster declarations at the state and federal 

level, exploring state-funded relief packages, and meeting together to discuss comprehensive 

regional solutions – but we need the tailored resources and support available through the federal 

government in order to help sustain our growers into the next season.  

As Secretaries and Commissioners of Agriculture, we have all been in contact with the 

USDA about needed flexibility of existing programs and requested expedited disaster 

declarations to support growers in our states with temporary low-income loans. We met with the 

Farm Service Agency (FSA) and Risk Management Agency (RMA) to discuss farm financial 

programs and crop insurance structures. We have requested maximum flexibility in these areas, 

including requesting crop insurance payments to growers before the time of pack-out and sale, 

and urging the USDA to expedite payments to specialty crop growers through the Assistance for 

Specialty Crop Farmers Program. We look forward to continuing this dialogue with the USDA 

and hope to see these needed flexibilities come to fruition in the coming weeks. However, 

programmatic flexibility is simply not enough, and we need to seek further financial support for 

impacted growers. 

 We request supplemental disaster assistance funding be appropriated to the USDA, by 

Congress, with the express purpose of providing relief to the specialty crops industry and other 

commodities affected by this late-April freeze event. We would ask that this funding be provided 

to states in a block grant, which would give our states the flexibility to develop uniquely tailored 

programs that best support our agriculture industries. While we are all facing the same problem, 



 
 

our regional agriculture landscape is vastly different, and we believe each state should make the 

best decision for its growers through individual programming. 

  To keep our farmers in business and support the specialty crop growers that create a 

strong regional economy and support rural communities across the Mid-Atlantic, we believe 

swift, emergency financial assistance is necessary. We look forward to working with you to 

identify and support any funding relief package for our farming families. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Russell C. Redding 

Secretary of Agriculture, Pennsylvania 

 

 

Kevin Atticks 

Secretary of Agriculture, Maryland 

 

 

Richard Ball 

Commissioner of Agriculture and Markets, New York 

 

 

Edward D. Wengryn 

Secretary of Agriculture, New Jersey  

 

 

Wm. Donald Clifton, II 

Secretary of Agriculture, Delaware 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Katie Frazier 

Secretary of Agriculture and Forestry, Virginia 

 

 

Kent Leonardt 

Commissioner of Agriculture, West Virginia 

 

 

CC:  

Secretary Brooke Rollins, United States Department of Agriculture 

Administrator Bill Beam, USDA FSA 

Administrator Pat Swanson, USDA RMA 

Ranking Member Amy Klobuchar 

Ranking Member Angie Craig 

Senator Cory Booker, New Jersey 

Senator Jim Justice, West Virginia 

Senator John Fetterman, Pennsylvania  

Representative Rob Bresnahan, Pennsylvania 

Representative Josh Riley, New York 

Representative John Mannion, New York 

Representative April McClain Delaney, Maryland 

Representative Eugene Vindman, Virginia 


