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Washington, D.C. 20250

August 10, 2026

THE HONORABLE JOSH SHAPIRO
Governor

State of Pennsylvania

501 North 3" Street

508 Main Capitol Building
Harrisburg, PA 17120

Dear Governor Shapiro:

Thank you for your letter of May 8, 2026, requesting a primary county disaster designation for counties in
Pennsylvania, due to damage and losses caused by a freeze event that occurred on April 20 through
May 31, 2026. I am responding on behalf of the Department.

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) reviewed the loss assessment reports and
determined that there were sufficient production losses to warrant a Secretarial natural disaster
designation; therefore, I am designating 14 counties as primary natural disaster areas. In accordance with
section 321(a) of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Development Act, additional areas of your State and
adjacent States are named as contiguous disaster counties.

A Secretarial disaster designation makes farm operators in primary counties and those counties
contiguous to such primary counties eligible to be considered for Farm Service Agency (FSA) emergency
loan assistance, provided eligibility requirements are met. Farmers in eligible counties have 8 months
from the date of a Secretarial disaster declaration to apply for emergency loans. FSA considers each
emergency loan application on its own merits, taking into account the extent of production losses on the
farm and the security and repayment ability of the operator.

Local FSA offices can provide affected farmers with further information. If you have any questions or
concerns, please contact FPAC.BC.Congressional(@usda.gov, reference disaster designation number
2026N00001766.

Sincerely,

e S-Appleton
Deputy Under Secretary

Enclosure
cc: Brooke Rollins, Secretary of Agriculture

An Equal Opportunity Employer



DISASTER DESIGNATION AREAS FOR PENNSYLVANIA AND CONTIGUOUS STATES

Primary Counties:

Pennsylvania
Allegheny
Beaver

Berks

Blair

Contiguous Counties:

Pennsylvania
Armstrong
Bedford
Cambria
Cameron
Carbon
Clarion
Clearfield
Columbia
Dauphin
Delaware
Elk

Forest

Contiguous Counties in Adjacent States:

Delaware
New Castle

Maryland
Cecil

New York
Allegany

Ohio
Columbiana

West Virginia
Hancock

(14)
Butler
Centre
Chester
Clinton

(34)
Franklin
Fulton
Indiana
Juniata
Lackawanna
Lancaster
Lawrence
Lehigh
Lycoming
Mercer
Mifflin
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Huntingdon
Jefferson
Lebanon

Luzerne
McKean
Schuylkill

Monroe
Montgomery
Northumberland
Potter
Sullivan
Union
Venango
Warren
Washington
Westmoreland
Wyoming



