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August 22, 2026 
 
Dear Pennsylvania Specialty Crop Producer, 
 
Thank you for your interest in the Pennsylvania Freeze Disaster Assistance Recovery Grant 
Program. 
 
Governor Josh Shapiro and the General Assembly recognized the devastating impact the 
unprecedented freeze is having on Pennsylvania farms and acted quickly to help producers 
recover. The Shapiro Administration established a Freeze Disaster Assistance Recovery Grant 
Program through the PA Department of Agriculture, funded with $10 million in the 2026-27 state 
budget.  
 
Many producers experienced significant crop losses that affected not only this year’s harvest, 
but the long-term viability of their operations. This program was created to help eligible 
producers recover from those losses and continue growing the food that strengthens 
Pennsylvania’s economy and communities. 
 
In addition to securing this assistance, the Governor has continued to engage the USDA on 
disaster declarations and flexibility on crop insurance and will continue to advocate for 
congressional action to address the needs of our growers.  
 
Enclosed, please find application materials and program guidance. We encourage you to review 
the eligibility requirements carefully and submit all required documentation to ensure your 
application can be processed as efficiently as possible. 
 
If you have questions or require additional information regarding the grant program or 
application, please contact Amanda Wolfe at RA-AGFREEZEREIMBURSE@pa.gov or (717) 
346-4237. 
 
Pennsylvania farmers have always demonstrated resilience in the face of challenges. While no 
grant can fully replace what was lost, we hope this assistance provides meaningful support as 
you recover and prepare for future seasons. 
 
Thank you for all you do to feed our families, sustain our communities, and keep Pennsylvania 
agriculture strong.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Russell C. Redding 
Secretary 
Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture 


