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P R O C E E D I N G S 1 

---------------------------------------------------- 2 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  All right.  I'd like 3 

to call the meeting to - to order.  So you all know 4 

who I am. 5 

    MS. URRUTIA:  Go around the room 6 

first. 7 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Oh.  And the 8 

Sunshine Law first? 9 

    So the Sunshine Law has been 10 

announced.  That is correct? 11 

    MS. URRUTIA:  Yes. 12 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  That suffice? 13 

    So I'd like to go around the room and 14 

have every introduce themselves.  Please spell your 15 

last names so that we can get everything correct for 16 

the minutes.  So I'm Tammy Luckenbill.  I'm your new 17 

director for the Bureau of Ride and Measurement 18 

Standards.  My name is - my last name is L-U-C-K-E-19 

N-B-I-L-L. 20 

    MR. FILOROMO:  I'm Joe Filoromo, 21 

Amusement Ride Safety Division, Supervisor.  F-I-L-22 

O-R-O-M-O.  Your turn. 23 

    MR. ARNDT:  Randell Arndt, Safety 24 

Inspector. 25 
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    MR. NESLAND:  Go ahead. 1 

    MR. ARNDT:  Randell Arndt, Safety 2 

Inspector.  A-R-N-D-T.  Go ahead, Tom. 3 

    MR. REBBIE:  Tom Rebbie, Philadelphia 4 

Toboggan Coasters, Inc.  R-E-B-B-I-E. 5 

    MR. GORMAN:  Steve Gorman, Waldameer 6 

Park.  G-O-R-M-A-N. 7 

    MR. SWIKA:  Stephen Swika, 8 

Pennsylvania Showmen's Association.  S-W-I-K-A. 9 

    MR. POTTER:  Ken Potter, Special 10 

Advisor.  P-O-T-T-E-R. 11 

    MR. SPANG:  Jim Spang, PA State Fair 12 

Association.  S-P-A-N-G. 13 

    MS. URRUTIA:  Oh.  Zaria Urrutia, 14 

Rides and Measurements Clerk 2.  U-R-R-U-T-I-A. 15 

    MS. BROWN:  And I'm Yvonne Brown, the 16 

Program Manager for Amusement Rides.  And B-R-O-W-N. 17 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  So those of you 18 

joining us online - 19 

    MR. NESLAND:  This is Brad Nesland.  20 

N-E-S-L-A-N-D. 21 

    MS. URRUTIA:  Good to see you, Brad. 22 

    MR. NESLAND:  Good.  Hey, good to be 23 

here.  Thank you.   Hopefully I’ll be in-person 24 

pretty soon. 25 
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    MS. LUCKENBILL:  So Richard? 1 

    MR. PANKEY:  Yes.  Richard Pankey 2 

with Family Entertainment Group.  P-A-N-K-E-Y. 3 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Rick? 4 

    MR. R. DOPPS:  Rick Dopps, Kids 5 

Empire.  Dopps, D-O-P-P-S. Dots Dopps. 6 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Michael? 7 

    MR. REITZ:  Sorry about that.  Yes, 8 

I'm Michael Reitz, R-E-I-T-Z.  I'm the Director of 9 

engineering and maintenance for Palace Entertainment 10 

over Kennywood, Dutch Wonderland at Idlewild. 11 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Dave? 12 

    MR. D. DOPPS:  David Dopps, D-O-P-P-13 

S, Kids Empire.  Safewise Consulting. 14 

    MS. URRUTIA:  There’s more that you 15 

can’t see. 16 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  There’s more I can’t 17 

see.  B. Derek. 18 

    MR. SHAW:  Derek Shaw with Amusement 19 

Today.  S-H-A-W. 20 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  How many can I not 21 

see? 22 

    MS. URRUTIA:  Pretty many. 23 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Pretty many? 24 

    MS. URRUTIA:  Just slowly let them -. 25 
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    MS. LUCKENBILL:  All right.  I can't 1 

see some of you on the screen.  So who did we not 2 

call on? 3 

    MR. SNYDER:  Hey, can you hear me?  4 

Todd Snyder, S&S Worldwide.  S-N-Y-D-E-R. 5 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Thank you. 6 

    MR. SNYDER:  Here for Kennywood and 7 

Hershey. 8 

    MR. MURRAY:  And also from S&S 9 

Worldwide, Preston Murray.  Last name M-U-R-R-A-Y. 10 

    MR. DEAKIN:  One more from S&S.   11 

Britten Deakin.  D-E-A-K-I-N. 12 

    MR. WAND:  Richard Wand with MJ 13 

Engineering.  W-A-N-D. 14 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Anyone else we 15 

haven’t -? 16 

    MR. ADAMS:  Leonard Adams. 17 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Go ahead. 18 

    MR. GOLIA:  Yes.  Richard Golia from 19 

Family Entertainment Group.  G-O-L-I-A. 20 

    MR. BERNDT:  Tom -. 21 

    MR. ADAMS:  Leonard Adams. 22 

    MS. BROWN:  We missed two of you. 23 

    MR. SPANG:  Leonard Adams. 24 

    MS. BROWN:  Who was the one before 25 
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Leonard? 1 

    MR. BERNDT:  Tom Berndt from Family 2 

Entertainment Group.  B-E-R-N-D-T. 3 

    MS. BROWN:  Thank you. 4 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Thank you. 5 

    MS. BROWN:  Okay, Lenny. 6 

    MR. ADAMS:  Leonard Adams, QA 7 

Inspector, Rides Measurement Division. 8 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Is there anyone 9 

else? 10 

    All right.  I guess first on the list 11 

is approval of the minutes from December 10th of 12 

2024. 13 

    Do I have a motion to accept? 14 

    MR. REBBIE:  Motion to be approved. 15 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Motion to be 16 

approved.  Tom. 17 

    MR. GORMAN:  I’d like to second.  18 

Steve Gorman. 19 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Steve. 20 

    MS. URRUTIA:  It’s all you. 21 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Thanks. 22 

    So there's upcoming meetings.  The 23 

paperwork that just sent out says room 309.  Just 24 

excuse that all the meetings will be in the lobby 25 
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here from now on.  Please write them down so that 1 

you remember.  Put them on your calendar.  So they 2 

are June 3rd.  They will be September 18th and 3 

December 2nd of 2025. 4 

    MR. SWIKA:  We have a motion on the 5 

floor and second waiting for approval. 6 

    MS. URRUTIA:  For? 7 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  For? 8 

    MR. SWIKA:  Approval of the minutes. 9 

    MS. URRUTIA:  Of the minutes.  I 10 

thought - oh.  You didn’t do the ayes an nays. 11 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Oh.  I didn’t do the 12 

ayes and nays? 13 

    MS. URRUTIA:  No, you didn’t. 14 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Sorry. 15 

    Everyone in favor of approving old 16 

minutes? 17 

AYES RESPONDS 18 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Any nays?  Ayes have 19 

it. 20 

    All right.  Any old business?  No?  21 

All right.  No old business. 22 

    New business?  So -. 23 

    MS. BROWN:  Are you going to start 24 

with those that are in here first?  We didn’t do any 25 
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of that. 1 

    MS. URRUTIA:  Maybe that’s them too. 2 

 Sorry. 3 

    MS. BROWN:  We’re new at this so 4 

please bear with us.  People in the audience need 5 

to-. 6 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Yeah.  We did not 7 

announce people in the audience.  So I’ll start with 8 

the back row in the corner. 9 

    Can you please tell us your name and 10 

spell your last name and who -  11 

    MR. BROWN:  Who you’re with. 12 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  - who you're with? 13 

    MR. LITTLE:  Bob Little, L-I-T-T-L-E, 14 

Dorney Park. 15 

    MR. WIEDER:  Paul Wieder, W-I-E-D-E-16 

R, Dorney Park. 17 

    MR. SMITH:  The - the Smiths.  Just 18 

concerned citizens for public comment. 19 

    MR. SILAR:  Scott Silar, S-I-L-A-R, 20 

Hershey Park. 21 

    MR. ROSSI:  Tony Rossi, R-O-S-S-I, 22 

also with Hershey Park. 23 

    MR. CHUBB:  Gary Chubb, C-H-U-B-B, GC 24 

Amusement Consulting, LLC. 25 
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    MR. MILLER:  Gary Miller, M-I-L-L-E-1 

R, Kennywood Park. 2 

    MR. CATALANO:  Tony Catalano, C-A-T-3 

A-L-A-N-O, QA Inspector. 4 

    MR. PACZKOWSKI:  Dennis Paczkowski, 5 

P-A-C-Z-K-O-W-S-K-I, QA inspector. 6 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  All right.  So we’re 7 

going to look at the S&S Worldwide 40-seat Screaming 8 

Swing. 9 

    MS. URRUTIA:  Wait a minute.  I’m 10 

sorry.  Come on.  I lost it.  I lost it.  That’s my 11 

problem. 12 

    MS. BROWN:  Tony, you can start 13 

talking about it until I get it back on. 14 

    MR. ROSSI:  I can do with that.  15 

That’s fine. 16 

    MS. BROWN:  If you don't mind. 17 

    MR. ROSSI:  That's okay.  No problem. 18 

Tony Rossi here from Hershey Park to talk about our 19 

S&S Screaming Swing, which we call the Twizzlers 20 

Twisted Gravity.  We're here for a conditional 21 

approval pending the acceleration testing on the 22 

ride.  This Screaming Swing has - is going to be new 23 

for us.  However, it's not the first one in the 24 

state.  There is a 32-seat model been operating in 25 
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Pennsylvania for years now. 1 

    The ride itself is service proven 2 

over decades.  Ours is going to be a little bit 3 

taller and 40 seats as opposed to the one in 4 

Kennywood.  There are almost identical rides have 5 

been running in other states.  The exception is ours 6 

is a foot taller.  The ride will hold 40 7 

individuals.  As I said, it's a very large swing 8 

ride set on the side of a hill in our park. 9 

    The ride is manufactured by S&S 10 

Worldwide in Logan, Utah.  It is pneumatic powered, 11 

air.  There's 24 total S&S Screaming Swings have 12 

been manufactured.  Twenty (20) are currently 13 

operating right now worldwide.  First one was 14 

manufactured back in 2004.  It was 62 feet tall, had 15 

two arms, had a capacity of eight.  Since then 16 

they've gone from 8 to 16, 32 to 40 passengers.  We 17 

decided to put a little twist on the ride, ergo 18 

Twisted Gravity. 19 

    So the ride is designed with Class 5 20 

restraints for each occupant of the ride.  They will 21 

swing 137 feet static from the loading deck out over 22 

the area.  As you can see it there.  During the ride 23 

they will - guests will pull approximately four G's, 24 

numerous zero G floats.  The rise will be a 100-25 
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degree swing, so it's past horizontal.  The ride 1 

will be very smooth and enjoyable and fun for not 2 

only the riders but for the spectators as well. 3 

    The ride comes with three different 4 

operating modes, as I've been told, from mild to 5 

wild depending on the crowd.  So other than that, as 6 

I said, there is a photo on the screen of the 7 

vehicles themselves.  Again, the restraints are all 8 

Class 5 dual redundant monitored restraints. 9 

    I know we have our engineers and the 10 

team from S&S on the line if anyone has any more 11 

questions about it. 12 

    The full swing speed, as I said, will 13 

be 68 miles an hour, 137 feet static height and you 14 

will pull 4 G's maximum during the ride. 15 

    Does anyone have any questions for me 16 

or S&S on the ride? 17 

    MS. NESLAND:  I have - this is Brad 18 

Nesland.  I have a question for S&S.  I know the - 19 

there's a unit at Cedar Point that was in service 20 

that had a - a diagonal stabilizing cable came loose 21 

and flopped down the midway. 22 

    What are you doing to keep that from 23 

happening again? 24 

    MR. DEAKIN:  Yeah.  so back when - 25 
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when the incident happened we implemented a 1 

redundant cable system that clamps onto the end of 2 

the wire rope for those boom ropes and that's been 3 

implemented for quite a few years now.  We haven't 4 

had another incident like that, but yeah, that - we 5 

have redundant cable straps that clamp onto the 6 

cable to prevent that. 7 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Any other questions? 8 

    MR. ROSSI:  Tammy, I was fortunate 9 

enough yesterday to have Mr. Arndt and Dennis out 10 

with me in the park to witness the topping off of 11 

the ride and some of the construction.  We look 12 

forward to having them visit us again.  And another 13 

set of eyes is always welcome in our facility. 14 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  No - no other 15 

questions? 16 

    MR. ROSSI:  Thank you. 17 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Okay.  Thank you, 18 

Tony. 19 

    Motion to approve the ride tentative 20 

of it being finished and the rest of the testing 21 

passing and being done? 22 

    MR. REBBIE:  Motion. 23 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  You motion to 24 

accept? 25 
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    MR. SWIKA:  I’ll second. 1 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  You’re going to 2 

second? 3 

    MR. SWIKA:  Yes, sir.  Yes, ma’am. 4 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  All in favor? 5 

AYES RESPOND 6 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Anybody opposed?  7 

All right. 8 

    MS. BROWN:  And it’s tentative. 9 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  So it’s tentative.  10 

Yes. 11 

    And you’re going to pull the other 12 

S&S up? 13 

    MS. BROWN:  Yes. 14 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  So we're going to do 15 

the other S&S worldwide.  Major modification at 16 

Kennywood. 17 

    MR. MILLER:  Yeah.  My name is Gary 18 

Miller, M-I-L-L-E-R.  And S&S put the - were you 19 

able to get that, Yvonne?  I did not check her 20 

emails just yet.  Give me one second. 21 

    MR. MILLER:  Okay.  I believe Todd 22 

from S&S or Britten we're going to go through the 23 

presentation - 24 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Okay. 25 
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    MR. MILLER:  - that they had. 1 

    MS. BROWN:  Preston?  Yeah.  They did 2 

Jill, but I don’t have my computer so -. 3 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  You don’t have a 4 

computer?  Her computer -. 5 

    MS. BROWN:  This is what they just 6 

sent.  Do you want to talk about it or -. 7 

    MR. MILLER:  Yes. 8 

    MR. DEAKIN:  Yeah.  Yeah.  So this is 9 

Britten Deakin, D-E-A-K-I-N.  We will - yeah, I'll 10 

be the one kind of going through this.  So really 11 

this PowerPoint is just a summary of kind of the 12 

thing, the modifications that are going to happen.  13 

If you want to go back one slide, back to that first 14 

one where I had the two lines, it'll give kind of 15 

the scope for the modification.  So this started 16 

with a independent review of the structural 17 

engineering to improve the ride reliability and the 18 

longevity of the ride.  And then from that 19 

independent review it was determined that some 20 

reinforcements would be introduced to reduce the 21 

ride's oscillation, which from a fatigue standpoint 22 

will increase the ride life.  So this is - this is 23 

dealing with some structure movement, which drove 24 

the modifications for this structure.  So go ahead 25 
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and proceed to the next slide. 1 

    So there's a before and after, before 2 

being up on top and then the after.  And you can - 3 

we're going to get into each of the individual 4 

sections later on, but you can kind of tell that 5 

there were four tower support structures that were 6 

added and then also some localized area 7 

reinforcements that propagate diagonally to support 8 

existing structure.  So go ahead and advance. 9 

    So this is the outmost area.  This is 10 

the outback that happens over near the water.  The 11 

original section is there and then with the 12 

modifications, some diagonal bracing was introduced 13 

to again just modify the stiffness of the structure 14 

to improve the life and the reliability of the 15 

right.  Go ahead to the next one. 16 

    That's a before photo.  And then go 17 

ahead to the next one.  And then there's some of the 18 

modifications that have already been implemented.  19 

And then - so go ahead and go back again.  This is 20 

the next region.  This is over the midway - prior to 21 

the passage over the midway.  Again, just localized 22 

stiffening of the structure to improve that fatigue 23 

life.  Go ahead and advance. 24 

    On the left you have the original and 25 
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then the width modifications on the right.  Go ahead 1 

and advance.  Here's the area three.  So this is one 2 

of our main tower structure sections.  You can tell 3 

that there is a new lateral support with a new 4 

footer that was added in board.  This is going to 5 

add lateral stiffness to that structure, which will 6 

again improve that joint.  So yeah, there's the 7 

before and after of that detail as well.  Go ahead 8 

and advance. 9 

    Localized area.  Again, just 10 

diagonals that were added to improve that structure 11 

motion and improve the stiffness.  Go ahead and 12 

advance.  Again, this is another localized area.  13 

This is specific to that tower circled up in the 14 

right-hand corner.  Overall, there are four 15 

additional footers that were poured to give these 16 

lateral braces and these new column support 17 

structures a home.  Go ahead and advance again. 18 

    There's the original and then with 19 

the modifications.  Advance.  Localized area there. 20 

 Just some support diagonals that were retrofitted 21 

to the ride.  Go ahead and advance.  And then back 22 

here on the back side, this - near the station side, 23 

we have two of these.  There's two of them right 24 

here. So the original shows both the left and the 25 
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right-hand side of that structure.  And then the 1 

width modifications is the left and right-hand side 2 

as well.  And those are again just to support the - 3 

to improve the motion and the movement that is seen 4 

on the ride as the train passes through, which thus 5 

improves the stiffness and the stresses in the 6 

structure.  Go ahead and advance. 7 

    So in addition to this, the 8 

independent report found that there was a area of 9 

concern if the train is running at maximum velocity 10 

and - and kind of above some design constraints, 11 

that some trim brakes should be added.  So this is - 12 

the area with the red line is where the trim brakes 13 

are going to be added.  These brakes are going to be 14 

controlled by our control system.  And only after 15 

seeing consistently fast trains pass over - come 16 

into the- through the time will those brakes become 17 

operational and then they will start to trim the 18 

train speeds.  So this is again to improve the 19 

longevity of the ride.  This is not a critical 20 

system or anything like that.  This is to improve 21 

the fatigue life and the longevity of the structure. 22 

 Go ahead and advance. 23 

    Here's just kind of a close up of 24 

what those brakes are.  They are in the down 25 
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position.  So normally operating condition is down 1 

and out of the way.  And then if the control system 2 

deems necessary, they will come into place and trim 3 

the fast train down.  There is six brakes total and 4 

depending on what speed is - what the speed of that 5 

train is coming in, they will drop correlating to 6 

those speeds and manage the exit velocity through 7 

that method.  So go ahead and advance. 8 

    And then these are just a list of the 9 

documentation that was provided.  So that's - that’s 10 

the - pretty much the PowerPoint. 11 

    I guess are there are any questions 12 

associated with it? 13 

    MR. NESLAND:  Yeah.  This is Brad 14 

Nesland.  I have a question.  I apologize.  I didn't 15 

get to look at the documentation very well. 16 

    Is this a gravity-fed coaster or is 17 

it a launch pad? 18 

    MR. DEAKIN:  It is.  This is a 19 

gravity fed. 20 

    MR. NESLAND:  So where it goes over 21 

the midway is there anything to protect the public 22 

from getting hit by anything? 23 

    MR. DEAKIN:  Currently there is not. 24 

 There was not prior to these modifications either. 25 
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    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Any other questions? 1 

    MR. POTTER:  How old is the coaster? 2 

    MR. DEAKIN:  Original install day I 3 

believe was 2018. Gary, you can -. 4 

    MR. MILLER:  Yeah, 2019.  Yeah, 2019. 5 

    MR. DEAKIN:  Oh, ’19. 6 

    MR. MILLER:  Yeah. 7 

    MR. DEAKIN:  Thank you. 8 

    MR. POTTER:  I got a dumb question.  9 

It seems a little strange that the structure wasn't 10 

right from the get go or you wouldn't be working on 11 

it now, I assume.  Any - have you done any internal 12 

investigation or figured out why that is, because 13 

you wouldn't really want that to happen again, I 14 

suppose. 15 

    MR. DEAKIN:  Yeah.  Really what this 16 

comes down to is - is vibrational analysis of the 17 

structure.  There’s - internally our structural 18 

procedure has - we've done corrective actions.  We - 19 

we’re - we are in the process of defining our 20 

internals better for that.  But yes, there is - 21 

there’s discussions how to improve this and prevent 22 

this from happening again on our end. 23 

    MR. SNYDER:  And - and if I can just 24 

add a little bit more on that.  So the original 25 
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structure was - was shown to meet the AISC ASTM 1 

requirements.  But what we - what we found on site 2 

was - was some oscillations that we felt were 3 

concerning.  And so the reanalysis of this was to 4 

really reduce the oscillations.  We had some 5 

oscillations that weren't damping out as quickly as 6 

we would like.  So stress-wise we've been okay, but 7 

we've really tried to stiffen the structure, reduce 8 

the structure frequency.  And that was a driving 9 

thing.  And then that - with those oscillations, 10 

then you have repeated stress cycles if things keep 11 

moving.  So, you know, that - that's the concern 12 

here. 13 

   You know, on our side, we've addressed 14 

some of the design criteria so that we're 15 

considering the - the movement and the deflection 16 

more so, not just doing a straight stress analysis 17 

of the parts.  So there have been some corrective 18 

actions, but we also felt that the - the original 19 

structure, as far as the stress evaluation was still 20 

adequate. 21 

    MR. POTTER:  Okay.  I'm going to ask a 22 

dumb question.  I’m curious. 23 

    How long has - how many years has S&S 24 

been doing this kind of work for the design of 25 
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roller coasters and install? 1 

    MR. SNYDER:  We've been doing this 2 

for 25 years-plus in the amusement industry.  3 

Probably approaching 20 years on roller coasters. 4 

    MR. POTTER:  Thank you. 5 

    COURT REPORTER:  What’s the name of 6 

the ride? 7 

    MR. MILLER:  Steel Curtain. 8 

    COURT REPORTER:  Steel Curtain. 9 

    MR. MILLER:  Yes. 10 

    COURT REPORTER:  Thank you. 11 

    MR. SNYDER:  Along with that, we've 12 

also - S&S has the aerodynamics portfolio that we 13 

also have under - under us that we support. 14 

    MR. ARNDT:  I got a question why 15 

there’s other side bar here. 16 

    What kind of test did you guys do to 17 

put all these bracing?  Maybe you mentioned it, but 18 

I just see a lot of bracing in the picture that 19 

being put in there in the diagram.  How do you tell 20 

where to put the bracing?  And then by putting the 21 

bracing where you decided to put the bracing, is 22 

that going to move the vibrations to another part of 23 

the ride you're going to put bracing in again later? 24 

So how do we know you're not going to have to do 25 
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this again? 1 

    MS. SNYDER:  That's a really good 2 

question.  There was probably more - more 3 

engineering and - work put into the reevaluation of 4 

this than the original so that we would have that 5 

confidence.  And so, you know, that - this is really 6 

based on theoreticals.  So there is a possibility 7 

that something else might need to be looked at down 8 

the road.  But we really did put an emphasis on the 9 

mode analysis of the structure in this reevaluation. 10 

    MR. DEAKIN:  And to that point we 11 

also did localized review of individual members of 12 

all the - these sections and whatnot.  And then we 13 

also did global evaluation as well. 14 

    MR. GORMAN:  What's the status of the 15 

ride now?  You running on it with the change? 16 

    MR. MILLER:  No.  We haven’t run any 17 

trains yet. 18 

    MR. GORMAN:  Okay. 19 

    MR. SNYDER:  We’re in the process of 20 

adding - adding these structure modifications.  And 21 

once those are complete then we will do a 22 

recommissioning of the ride.  So we will be doing a 23 

fairly complete site acceptance test, gathering 24 

accelerations, doing some strain analysis of 25 
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everything there.  So we still do have a little bit 1 

of work ahead of us. 2 

    MR. REBBIE:  How deep did you go for 3 

the new footers? 4 

    MR. MILLER:  We were about 23 feet.  5 

Twenty-three (23), 25 feet.  It varied.  The ones 6 

went seven foot into bedrock.  Seven foot and the 7 

other - they were large holes.  Seven-foot diameter 8 

on two of them. 9 

    MR. ARNDT:  Yeah, you showed that 10 

last time. 11 

    MR. MILLER:  Yes. 12 

    MR. ARNDT:  We met on the last case. 13 

    MR. MILLER:  Yeah. 14 

    MR. GORMAN:  I have a question.  This 15 

is Steve Gorman.  So the ride was 2019.  Just fill 16 

in for people who don't know about this ride.  The 17 

background is it ran for several years and then you 18 

- it was the decided just by Kennywood or by S&S 19 

that you wanted to do a review because of motion 20 

that you noticed, oscillations or was it because you 21 

saw fatigue cracking?  What was it - why was it 22 

chosen to do this and who did the independent 23 

analysis? 24 

    MR. SNYDER:  So one - one thing that 25 
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we did see is we had a few bolts breaking from the - 1 

from the - that we saw that kind of triggered this 2 

work.  And the independent work was done by Stengle 3 

Engineering out of Europe. 4 

    MR. GORMAN:  Okay.  And then you 5 

followed up with your changes to do your modal 6 

analysis and structural analysis with your changes 7 

and that.  Correct? 8 

    MR. SNYDER:  I'm not exactly sure of 9 

the question.  The review of this work, the modal 10 

review.  And that was all conducted by Stengle.  So 11 

you know, we have - we've kind of adjusted internal 12 

processes.  But this ride in particular, that was 13 

done by the third-party group. 14 

    MR. GORMAN:  Oh, okay.  Then you just 15 

follow their advice or recommendations for the - for 16 

the difference and did the design? 17 

    MR. SNYDER:  Correct? 18 

    MR. MILLER:  Yes. 19 

    MR. GORMAN:  Yeah. 20 

    MR. MILLER:  Yes.  Yeah.  The third-21 

party review. 22 

    MR. GORMAN:  Okay.  Thank you. 23 

    MR. MILLER:  Yes. 24 

    MR. GORMAN:  I just wonder for other 25 
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- You know, I'm from an amusement park.  We have - 1 

we have roller coasters too.  When you see a lot of 2 

- I just wonder how you decided to go that far if 3 

there was no failures really. 4 

    MR. REITZ:  This is - this is Michael 5 

Reitz with Palace.  I'll just supplement what Todd 6 

was saying.  We had added Stengel to help review the 7 

ride. And as a third-party independent they worked 8 

concurrently with S&S to look at all the 9 

modifications, look at where the structure needed to 10 

be stiffened.  And if anybody doesn't know, 11 

Stengel's office, they have been designing steel 12 

roller coasters since the very beginning of steel 13 

roller coasters.  They are very well established and 14 

respected in the industry, located in Germany.  So I 15 

think between the two companies having a detailed 16 

analysis of the structure, we feel extremely 17 

confident that both we have fixed the vibrational 18 

issues and prolonged the life of the structure and I 19 

don't believe we should see any issues moving 20 

forward. 21 

    MR. GORMAN:  Thank you. 22 

    MR. NESLAND:  This is Brad Nesland 23 

again.  I'm going to go back to the trim brake.  I'm 24 

assuming you run multiple trains. 25 
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    Is a trim brake the end of a block or 1 

the start of another block? 2 

    MR. DEAKIN:  The trim brake is in the 3 

middle of a block because it does not provide any 4 

actual stopping ability.  So it's just in the middle 5 

of the block. 6 

    MR. NESLAND:  Okay.  That being said, 7 

what happens in an E stop?  Can you stop a train 8 

with that? 9 

    MR. DEAKIN:  Not in that area, no.  10 

So block safety - Block clearance is still 11 

maintained with our original block points.  So it's 12 

only designed to - To modify the velocity, not to 13 

create a new stop point. 14 

    MR. NESLAND:  Understood. 15 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Any other questions? 16 

Engineer? 17 

    MR. FILOROMO:  I'm suggesting that 18 

because of the history of this piece of equipment 19 

that we do a whole new commissioning of this ride 20 

from the beginning as if it was a new ride.  The 21 

history of this thing, we could - we could decide 22 

that it's no longer approved.  So when you approve 23 

from the beginning, we need a new engineer's letter. 24 

We need a new owner's manual to reflect all the 25 
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different changes, the new brakes and the - also the 1 

- the new inspection points from all the new 2 

structure that's been added.  Important - anything 3 

operators - operators need to do.  And then we want 4 

detailed calculations on the structure for study for 5 

approval.  And of course the cycles and tests.  So 6 

if somebody wants to make a motion to do that, there 7 

you go. 8 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Make a motion to 9 

accept Joe's recommendation? 10 

    MR. SPANG:  I’ll made a motion to 11 

follow Joe’s instructions. 12 

    MR. REBBIE:  Second. 13 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Any yays?  Nays? 14 

    MR. NESLAND:  Brad.  Yes. 15 

    MS. BROWN:  Steve, are you yay or 16 

nay? 17 

    MR. GORMAN:  A yay. 18 

    MR. BROWN:  A yay.  Okay.  Then we 19 

have - we’re good.  We have enough yays.  So just 20 

reiterate what we’re going to do. 21 

    MR. MILLER:  Would I be asking for 22 

conditional approval now or how does that work? 23 

    MR. FILOROMO:  Well, the - condition 24 

is going to be that the ride needs - it becomes 25 
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approved. 1 

    MR. MILLER:  Okay. 2 

    MR. FILOROMO:  So we need to put some 3 

information together. 4 

    MR. MILLER:  Okay.  Okay.  But as 5 

long as we provide all the information, you're - you 6 

need? 7 

    MR. FILOROMO:  That and another 8 

review of the Board. 9 

    MR. MILLER:  Okay. 10 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  So o we're tabling 11 

it until - wo we're going to table it until we get 12 

all the new - 13 

    MR. MILLER:  Okay. 14 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  - information and 15 

then we'll bring it back up at the -. 16 

    MS. URRUTIA:  I would say is - more 17 

this is rejected and we’re waiting for a whole new 18 

submission.  That's - that’s what Joe -. 19 

    MR. FILOROMO:  Yeah.  This is really 20 

not a submission.  This was just an overview. 21 

    MR. URRUTIA:  Right. 22 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Yeah.  So overview, 23 

so -. 24 

    MR. SNYDER:  So the engineering has 25 
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been submitted.  I think everything short of the 1 

commissioning documents and quality documents have 2 

been submitted.  So, you know, the request is for a 3 

conditional approval so the ride could be 4 

operational prior to the next board meeting. 5 

    MR. FILOROMO:  We need a whole new -. 6 

    MR. SPICUZZA:  This is - this is 7 

Ricky - this is Ricky Spicuzza from Kennywood.  But 8 

yeah, I just want to reiterate, Joe, that this was 9 

all submitted.  The new engineer letters, the new 10 

operator's manuals, the ride employee operator's 11 

handbook.  Everything was submitted except for -12 

obviously once we begin our own commissioning, once 13 

the trains are ready to run, that's what we would 14 

then, you know, work closely with you on.  But 15 

everything else was submitted.  We still don't have 16 

the final results and the calculations of 17 

validation. 18 

    MR. SPICUZZA:  And Tom or Britten, I 19 

think, can you speak to that.  I think we had a lot 20 

of that info there already.  But I may be incorrect 21 

if I'm thinking of something else. 22 

    MR. SNYDER:  Yeah.  The engineering 23 

verification documents have been submitted.  So the 24 

things that are not submitted is the things that 25 
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have to be completed when the ride modification is 1 

done and is running so we can gather accelerometer 2 

readings, we can gather strain readings.  So the 3 

remaining documentation would be quality 4 

documentation of the materials and the actual 5 

testing of the ride while it's operating.  But the 6 

engineering documentation is complete and has been 7 

submitted. 8 

    MR. SPICUZZA:  And I think what we're 9 

trying to do is seek contingent approval on that 10 

information and not going to another Board meeting 11 

that may put us past our opening date once we have 12 

that decided.  But we want to be able to, you know, 13 

have every box checked, which so far we do.  And 14 

once we get the ride running, then we would hope to 15 

seek the contingent approval outside of waiting for 16 

a quarterly meeting. 17 

    MR. REITZ:  I'd like to - this is 18 

Michael again from Palace.  I'd like to just point 19 

out that there's - there's no changes to the loads 20 

on the train.  The trains are not being altered in 21 

any way.  There's - the speeds of the train have not 22 

been changed, save for the addition of the trim 23 

brakes, which would only slow the train down a 24 

little bit if necessary.  Foundations have all been 25 
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just verified and confirmed.  So the foundation 1 

loads for the existing foundations nothing's changed 2 

there.  Inspection for the various components and 3 

such, that hasn't changed for the train.  Hasn't 4 

really changed from the structure either, other than 5 

there's just more structure there.  And then 6 

additional inspections that would be necessary for 7 

the trim brakes in that area. 8 

    So operationally the ride really is 9 

no different than it was before.  So just wanted to 10 

give a little color to that side of it. 11 

    MR. NESLAND:  so this is Brad, again. 12 

    Being said you had a broken bolt, are 13 

there any re-torque requirements?  I'd like to see 14 

it checked.  Re-torqued annually. 15 

    MR. SNYDER:  Yeah.  There’s - there's 16 

checks on that, but there's the - annual re-torque 17 

is - is not necessarily a good idea to disturb that 18 

joint.  You want to check that things have not 19 

loosened.  But I think we might have a difference of 20 

opinion on actually re-torqueing.  But yeah, there 21 

has been a reverification of many of the fasteners 22 

and there's been replacement of several fasteners as 23 

we've been going through this as well. 24 

    MR. NESLAND:  Yeah.  the re-torque 25 
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could be to a lower percentage.  Maybe you're only 1 

doing ten percent of full torque. 2 

    MR. SPICUZZA:  I think we need to 3 

keep in mind that this is for approval for a ride 4 

opening and maybe not so much for - I mean, now 5 

we're talking about manufacturer’s guidelines and 6 

engineering guidelines for how they're going to 7 

manufacture coasters.  So, you know, I think that's 8 

just kind of my opinion on it with that. 9 

    MR. MILLER:  Joe, the items that 10 

they're talking about they submitted that was prior 11 

to that December meeting. 12 

    MR. FILOROMO:  Right. 13 

    MR. MILLER:  So those are those 14 

items -. 15 

    MR. FILOROMO:  We - we have different 16 

- different pieces of information.  It needs to be 17 

all put in order over - signed by a professional 18 

engineer licensed in Pennsylvania.  I cannot match 19 

up.  Well, okay, this guy signed off on this and 20 

this or this and that.  It needs to be altogether in 21 

a new submission, including the owner's manual, all 22 

the new inspection points, all the new maintenance 23 

issues, all of the - the calculations and all.  It 24 

has to be all in one submission oversigned by the 25 
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person professional engineer licensed in 1 

Pennsylvania.  That's what we need. 2 

    So I think you pretty much have most 3 

of the pieces of that puzzle. 4 

    MR. MILLER:  Yeah. 5 

    MR. FILOROMO:  You just need to look 6 

at your engineer to submit it to us with his seal on 7 

it so that we can review it.  And then the next step 8 

is Leonard and I will come out on site and - and - 9 

for the testing.  So -. 10 

    MR. MILLER:  Okay, I believe, Todd, 11 

that's everything you submitted. 12 

    Correct?  That last - Todd was the PA 13 

engineer to submit. 14 

    MR. SPICUZZA:  That’s what I - I 15 

think we’ve submitted this.  This might be the third 16 

time we’ve submitted all of that, your request. 17 

    MR. MILLER:  When - when Leonard 18 

stopped out, I think it - believe it was two weeks 19 

ago and were all talking.  You wanted to see some - 20 

just some photos like the progress report that we 21 

put together.  But prior to that, for that December 22 

meeting, we believe we have everything submitted 23 

that we - needs to be up until this point until we 24 

run the trains. 25 
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    MR. FILOROMO:  We'll review what we 1 

have again. 2 

    MR. MILLER:  Okay. 3 

    MR. FILOROMO:  And we'll go from 4 

there and then we'll have to contact the Advisory 5 

Board if we make a move before the next meeting. 6 

    Does that make sense, guys? 7 

All right. 8 

    MR SWIKA III:  I've been thinking 9 

about this here for a minute here.  I ain’t the 10 

sharpest tool in the shed and I’m not around big 11 

roller coasters a lot, but they built this ride.  12 

They kept computer and design.  The engineer - 13 

engineer said they built this thing 2018, ’19.  They 14 

run it.  They run it.  They find that they have a 15 

little settling maybe and a little movement that 16 

they didn't see with the design and the building of 17 

this thing and the engineering.  And they have some 18 

- some bolt failures.  So that's what brings us all 19 

on. 20 

    Correct, a bolt failure?  Fastener 21 

failure.  So now they build this ride and they go 22 

there now and they get back with the computer.  They 23 

say, okay, we'll put a brace here and a brace there, 24 

and they brace it up quite a bit.  They brace it up 25 



 
 

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.  
(814) 536-8908 

39 

quite a bit.  Okay.  So now, without running this 1 

train, well, I'm saying, how do we know that we 2 

didn't create another issue?  I - I can't just give 3 

it a temporary approval, right at this moment myself 4 

because without running them trains and putting the 5 

ride under stress again - you see what I'm saying?  6 

That's kind of where -. 7 

    MR. SNYDER:  Yeah, I - I agree with 8 

you. 9 

    MR. SWIKA III:  that's kind of what - 10 

that’s kind of what you're saying, right, Joe? 11 

    MR. FILOROMO:  Yeah. 12 

    MR. SWIKA III:  you want to see this 13 

train - without these trains running you -. 14 

    MR. SNYDER:  Yeah. 15 

    MR. SWIKA III:  You know. 16 

    MR. SNYDER:  That's what we're saying 17 

too. 18 

    MR. SWIKA III:  Right. 19 

    MR. SNYDER:  But just keep - you 20 

know, every roller coaster that's designed there's 21 

no way to tell how it runs until it runs.  So we 22 

understand that.  So the engineers and the 23 

manufacturers have taken care of that.  We agree.  24 

Once we start running the train we believe that's 25 
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the final check of the box once we do our several 1 

hundred test runs and commissioning of the ride. 2 

    MR. SWIKA III:  Right. 3 

    MR. SNYDER:  And then that would be 4 

the final check.  Just like any coaster that would 5 

be built.  There's no way to run the train before 6 

the computer work and engineering work is done. 7 

    MR. SWIKA III:  Sure, I understand 8 

that, but - yeah.  Yeah, I'd like to see the thing 9 

run with the trains and - 10 

    MR. SNYDER:  Yes, absolutely. 11 

    MR. SWIKA III:  - then have you guys 12 

do your calculations, whatever you do with the fancy 13 

machines and engages and all that.  And they'll have 14 

a better understanding of the oscillation and the 15 

vibration and the whatever.  And - yeah.  All right. 16 

I'm sorry.  I'm just trying to follow along here, 17 

you know. 18 

    MR. FILOROMO:  All right.  And what 19 

we, have most of it, but it's not complete without 20 

these tests. 21 

    MR. SWIKA III:  How soon --- how soon 22 

before you, you run a train, do you think? 23 

    MR. SPICUZZA:  we're getting very 24 

close.  Probably going to be in April, middle - end 25 
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of April. 1 

    MR. SWIKA III:  When you scheduled to 2 

open over there? 3 

    MR. SPICUZZA:  We're opening April 4 

12th, but we're not planning to open the ride, 5 

obviously, with the park. 6 

    MR. SWIKA III:  All right.  Then you 7 

got some work to do then I guess. 8 

    MR. ADAMS:  This is Leonard Adams, QA 9 

Inspector.  I do want to remind the people from S&S 10 

that we did say that we did not want these test runs 11 

ran while the park was in operation. 12 

    MR. SPICUZZA:  No.  We're only open 13 

on weekends and there will be - we'll have plenty of 14 

time to complete testing. 15 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Any other questions 16 

or concerns?  Does the Advisory Board still stand on 17 

the voting that we've done? 18 

    MS. BROWN:  We might have to vote 19 

again.  That we’d have to wait until we have all new 20 

documents and complete that. 21 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  So is everybody in 22 

the agreement that we wait till we have all the 23 

documents and the rest of the testing? 24 

    MR. REBBIE:  Can we amend the vote? 25 
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Is he willing to amend his vote? 1 

    MR. MILLER:  Well, you know what, 2 

Joe, I’m - I’m curious.  I’m just asking.  So if 3 

there isn't some type of approval, does that mean 4 

that we'd have to wait until the - the June 3rd 5 

meeting? Is that what that would mean, or is there 6 

some sort of approval that we can get that, you 7 

know, once we are able to complete our - complete 8 

everything -. 9 

    MR. SPICUZZA:  Considering that we've 10 

- We've submitted all the documentation aside from 11 

the testing results, I would think that - well, I 12 

would hope that would allow us to get a temporary 13 

approval and not have to wait for the June meeting. 14 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  So would - would the 15 

Advisory Board be willing to change and make it 16 

tentative on - conditional on the rest of the 17 

testing and our inspectors going out and making sure 18 

that everything is in proper working order? 19 

    MR. ARNDT:  And review of the Board. 20 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  And review of the 21 

Advisory Board. 22 

    MR. POTTER:  Can I - this is Ken 23 

Potter.  Can I ask a question?  The - the testing, 24 

so obviously you're going to run these coasters.  25 
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You’re going to load them.  You’re going to take a 1 

lot of data. 2 

    What's the process for analyzing the 3 

data and how long does that take to determine what 4 

you see, what you like, what you don't like, 5 

etcetera? 6 

    MR. SNYDER:  So the process is, you 7 

know, we're going to gather information and we're 8 

going to compare it to the engineering reports we 9 

have.  So, you know, acceptance would be within a 10 

margin of error of the original engineering for the 11 

strain measurements and for the accelerometer 12 

readings.  That's a fairly quick process.  Again, 13 

once we - we gather the information, because we 14 

already have the original engineering, we get the 15 

new information, we compare it.  That's a pretty 16 

quick process.  Now, the actual commissioning of the 17 

ride probably takes longer than that.  Just the 18 

number of tests that we're running, the number of 19 

rides we want, number of cycles we want to put on 20 

the ride.  So, you know, there's commissioning time 21 

there.  But the actual testing and verification is 22 

pretty quick and can be provided in a timely manner. 23 

    MR. POTTER:  What about the 24 

oscillations?  I think oscillations were part of 25 
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your original concerns.  Are you measuring them in 1 

the same way?  How is that analysis going to look? 2 

    MR. DEAKIN:  Yeah.  the oscillations 3 

will be monitored via screen.  And so being able to 4 

see the - the load cycles as the train passes and 5 

then watching them damp out - dampen out.  So it's 6 

similar process as the other. 7 

    MR. SNYDER:  Yeah.  One of the - one 8 

of the keys we're looking for on oscillation is that 9 

is the dampening that the oscillations dampen 10 

quickly.  That they don't continue to oscillate 11 

until the next ride cycle. 12 

    MR. POTTER:  Do you have - do you 13 

have a specific criteria in mind for that?  Say it 14 

used to take 20 seconds to damp down to a certain 15 

percentage of the amplitude, do you look - do you 16 

have a specific goal for that? 17 

    MR. SNYDER:  I wouldn't say we have a 18 

specific goal that we're written down - written down 19 

that we're trying to hit.  We're - we're trying to 20 

make sure that we don't have the significant 21 

deflection, but really I would say that it has to - 22 

the oscillations have to be dampened before the next 23 

ride cycle is the criteria. 24 

    MR. POTTER:  Thank you. 25 
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    MS. LUCKENBILL:  We did - we already 1 

did a vote. 2 

    Do you - as far as the Advisory 3 

Board, any suggestions?  I mean, we did vote, but 4 

there's been a lot of other talk since. 5 

    MR. SPICUZZA:  With the social media 6 

and the way we can get information out, when that 7 

testing is done and you're satisfied, you can email 8 

that right to us before the meeting.  We can 9 

evaluate it and give an online vote if that - even 10 

though that's not protocol, maybe that's something - 11 

because of this - this big project we could do that. 12 

    MR. SWIKA III:  We've done that 13 

before. 14 

    MR. SPICUZZA:  We've done that 15 

before.  So were just talking here that - the three 16 

of us here - four of us here, that after that 17 

information's done and you see your cars run - you 18 

know, you got a thing there.  It moves this way.  19 

Now you braced it.  Now maybe it takes that and 20 

takes it to the base, and you have a failure at the 21 

base.  You know, everything changes with all that 22 

lateral supports and stuff like that.  So once they 23 

do all of that analysis and they're satisfied and 24 

they recommission the ride and you see it run and 25 
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that information is there, it can get out to us 1 

quickly. We could have an online vote to give it a 2 

temporary approval and then final approval at the 3 

next meeting.  So there's ways around everything.  4 

We just need - you just need more information.  5 

That’s all.  And we do too.  So we suggest that.  I 6 

don't know if we got to put that in a motion to vote 7 

on that or not, but if it is -. 8 

    MR. SWIKA III:  Yeah. 9 

    MR. SPICUZZA:  Well, we can do it 10 

online or whatever after you get all the information 11 

in.  12 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  So we stand by our 13 

first vote? 14 

    MR. SPICUZZA:  Yeah.  I think so.  15 

Yeah. 16 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Everybody agrees?  17 

Ayes? 18 

AYES RESPOND 19 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Nays? 20 

    MR. MILLER:  I’m just - I’m curious. 21 

  22 

I have a question. 23 

    Can it run with the public prior to a 24 

final vote?  Like, if we get all the information to 25 
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you and you guys approve it, is it able to open to 1 

the public prior to that June 3rd vote? 2 

    MR. FILOROMO:  Possibly, if we can - 3 

    MR. MILLER:  Okay. 4 

    MR. FILOROMO:  - get to that point. 5 

    MR. MILLER:  Okay.  All right.  I was 6 

just wondering.  Okay. 7 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  But if they get all 8 

the information and the Advisory Board gets - 9 

    MR. MILLER:  Yes. 10 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  - together and they 11 

can make it tentative at that point -. 12 

    MR. MILLER:  That's - yeah, I believe 13 

that's all we're kind of looking for.  Yes.  Yep. 14 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  All right.  Those 15 

are the only two for here. 16 

    Correct? 17 

    MS. BROWN:  Yeah.  Now let’s go back 18 

to Angel. 19 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  So go back to Angel. 20 

So we're going to go back to the Angel Playground 21 

equipment, Candyland Adventure Indoor Playground.  22 

Okay.  So we do have the engineer online. 23 

    MR. WAND:  I'm here.  This is Richard 24 

Wand, W-A-N-D.  Relatively Straightforward 25 
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playground area.  Manufacturer was actually very 1 

good to work with.  They supplied all the flame 2 

testing information.  They supplied all the manuals. 3 

They supplied everything that we needed from that 4 

perspective. 5 

    So if there's any questions, I'm 6 

happy to answer them. 7 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Anybody have any 8 

questions? 9 

    MR. SWIKA III:  Any of you guys go 10 

see this stuff? 11 

    MR. ARNDT:  Yes.  I've been at the 12 

location.  So - so was there and it's an Angel 13 

Playground, soft play.  We got several of these in 14 

the state already.  Biggest issue at first with the 15 

- when I got there they - they actually - they have 16 

attendants there.  They had two operators watching 17 

over the thing, which is pretty uncommon, but they 18 

actually had operators there.  So they're watching 19 

over it.  Came to the playground, there's lots of 20 

no-hole netting.  So they worked with the 21 

manufacturer.  They didn't have - the proper no-hole 22 

netting or no-climb netting is the proper term for 23 

that.  So as we had them closed during the time they 24 

worked on getting - installing the proper no-climb 25 
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netting so the children can't climb up where they're 1 

not supposed to be at the right areas.  And that was 2 

the biggest issue with the soft play when I was 3 

there. 4 

    Other than that, I was happy - once 5 

all that was taken care of I was satisfied. 6 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Any other questions? 7 

    MR. GORMAN:  Yeah, I'd like to make 8 

sure the owner has good accurate information when 9 

they get the documents, the manuals.  So I have just 10 

two simple questions I think.  On your - on page 11 

nine of our PDF it says that it's 275 pounds max per 12 

element, but on page four it says 80 kilograms per 13 

passage, which I don't know what it translate - what 14 

that translates to.  That's not a hundred - 275 15 

pounds.  I was just making sure that the owner has 16 

the right information for what the maximum weight 17 

restrictions are. 18 

    MR. WAND:  Which page?  You said two 19 

- oh, there it is.  I see it.  I see the page that 20 

says 275.  Yeah, you're right.  275 is not 80.  That 21 

- the 275 is probably the maximum weight and the 80 22 

is the average weight, similar to the way ASTM does 23 

the 70 kilograms and the 150 kilograms or whatever 24 

the other number is. 25 



 
 

Sargent's Court Reporting Service, Inc.  
(814) 536-8908 

50 

    MR. GORMAN:  Okay.  So I -. 1 

    MR. WAND:  But -. 2 

    MR. GORMAN:  Yeah.  So passage in the 3 

upper heading has the right information. 4 

    MR. WAND:  Yeah.  This - this 5 

attraction is designed and intended for kids that 6 

are 2 to 12, but it is tested such that adults can 7 

go in and get their kids and stuff like that if they 8 

need to, as well as the monitors. 9 

    MR. GORMAN:  So the only other 10 

nitpicky thing I have is we - as well page nine of 11 

our PDF.  I'm not sure what page is in there, but 12 

age, height, weight restrictions, it's all capital 13 

letters.  Item one says guests should be under 48 14 

inches unless accompanied by an adult.  And that 15 

seems backwards to me.  If you're under 48, you 16 

don't need an adult.  It just seems like it's 17 

written backwards. 18 

    MR. WAND:  My copy doesn't say that. 19 

 It says guests should be under 48 inches, period. 20 

    MR. GORMAN:  Oh. 21 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  No.  Right here 22 

under - 23 

    MR. GORMAN:  Yeah.  What page is 24 

that? 25 
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    MS. LUCKENBILL:  - regulated -. 1 

    MR. GORMAN:  Seventy-two (72). 2 

    MS. URRUTIA:  Got you. 3 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Number one. 4 

    MS. URRUTIA:  Got you. 5 

    MR. WAND:  That - that is not the 6 

copy that I submitted. 7 

    MR. GORMAN:  Okay.  So all I'm asking 8 

for is - I don't want to make the meeting longer.  9 

It's just - I just want - this should be -. 10 

    MR. WAND:  No, I understand.  I - I 11 

understand your - yeah. 12 

    MR. GORMAN:  That’s all. 13 

    MR. WAND:  Yeah. 14 

    MR. GORMAN:  That was - that was all. 15 

 Thank you. 16 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Any other questions? 17 

So do we have motion to approve the Angel Playground 18 

equipment? 19 

    MR. GORMAN:  I’ll make a motion to 20 

approve with the minor corrections that I pointed 21 

out. 22 

    MR. REBBIE:  Second. 23 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Ayes? 24 

AYES RESPOND 25 
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    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Any nays?  Motion to 1 

approve. 2 

    MS. BROWN:  Okay. 3 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  All right.  So the 4 

next one on the list is the Human crane. 5 

    MS. BROWN:  No.  You missed one.  You 6 

missed one. 7 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  I missed one?  Oh, 8 

sorry about that.  Kids Empire soft play. 9 

    MR. R. DOPPS:  Yeah.  I was like - 10 

this is Rick Dopps, the vice president of Kids 11 

Empire.  I was like we've never been called the 12 

Human Crane.  Thank you everybody for your time and 13 

your expertise. 14 

    We are - we're looking for approval 15 

for a soft play indoor playground.  We currently 16 

have 100 parks open across the US from - you know, 17 

we’re in 20 states.  We offer the typical birthday 18 

parties.  It's a all-day event.  You come and go as 19 

you please - as you please.  We don't serve any 20 

food, just some snacks and drinks. 21 

    We've been operating in the US for 22 

eight years and in France for 18 years.  Happy to 23 

answer any questions. 24 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  I think we need to -25 
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. 1 

    MR. ARNDT:  Yes.  I’ve been to this 2 

one as well.  This has been a work in progress a 3 

little bit.  So this manufacturer were starting to 4 

see like these elements inspired power elements 5 

being installed at these soft plays again, and this 6 

is one of them.  Once I brought their attention, 7 

weren't going to allow it that's - that's where they 8 

got this elastic bands and they go up and down for 9 

this storage.  They worked and they changed it here. 10 

So you can see they got the half-moon circle, as Joe 11 

pointed out.  So they kind of went by them.  So they 12 

removed the item that we would not allow anymore 13 

because it head, neck entrapment where they wrap 14 

around the children's necks. 15 

    After that they did work with us and 16 

- with our concerns.  I just had some other issues 17 

there with the facility, not - just an installation. 18 

So the installation team installed some the elements 19 

and so I worked with them to get all - all the 20 

installation proper.  That's what we've been working 21 

with.  Other than that it’s -. 22 

    MR. R. DOPPS:  Yeah.  And Randy’s 23 

been - been easy to work with.  So we appreciate 24 

your - we appreciate every - all your help and 25 
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expertise in getting us through. 1 

    MR. FILOROMO:  Well, the owner's 2 

manual says children must be supervised by a parent 3 

or adult. 4 

    Correct? 5 

    MR. R. DOPPS:  Correct.  Well, the - 6 

we don't allow anybody in without - without a - we 7 

don't have let adults in without a child and adult 8 

can't leave without a child.  So we make sure that 9 

the child's adult or child’s parent or the adult in 10 

charge is constantly, you know, viewing them or you 11 

know, part of the interaction with them to make sure 12 

that they - you know, no one obviously gets hurt.  13 

We don't - we've had a couple incidents of just 14 

slight bumps and bruises.  That's it.  But pretty 15 

much the parents are - we encourage the parents to 16 

be involved a hundred percent. 17 

    MR. FILOROMO:  And you have operators 18 

or attendants on the equipment as required by the 19 

regulation. 20 

    Is that correct? 21 

    MR. R. DOPPS:  Yes, sir.  So we do 22 

have attendants, several attendants, about seven 23 

people, that monitor the play equipment during the 24 

day making sure that, you know, nobody’s climbing 25 
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and they're not - you know, just following the 1 

rules.  There's signs there to follow the rules.  2 

But just maintain - making sure that they're 3 

following the rules and they advise the parents that 4 

are standing by if they see somebody. 5 

    MR. FILOROMO:  Okay.  I'm correct in 6 

assuming that the parent does not take the place of 7 

the operator at any time? 8 

    MR. R. DOPPS:  No, sir. 9 

    MR. FILOROMO:  Thank you. 10 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Any other questions? 11 

    MR. GORMAN:  My question is to maybe 12 

everybody here.  The manual or the information 13 

presented seems like it's very generic to what they 14 

can sell. 15 

    Is this - do they have the toddler 16 

area at this facility as well as this big soft play 17 

thing? 18 

    MR. ARNDT:  There is a small -. 19 

    MR. GORMAN:  In other words, the 20 

manual is like - it seems all encompassing.  I don't 21 

know what we're really reviewing.  I’m -. 22 

    MR. ARNDT:  There is a small little 23 

toddler area off the side of it as well. 24 

    MR. GORMAN:  Okay. 25 
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    MR. ARNDT:  Like little toddler area, 1 

kind of like a little court - 2 

    MR. GORMAN:  Okay. 3 

    MR. ARNDT:  - toddler area. 4 

    MR. GORMAN:  Okay.  Okay.  That's 5 

good.  Because it talks about - where are we?  Where 6 

am I at?  Minimum age of four years old, but minimum 7 

height of 20 inches.  It doesn't make sense to me, 8 

you know.  So I think they're mixing -. 9 

    MR. ARNDT:  That’s for the toddlers -10 

. 11 

    MR. GORMAN:  - both requirements.  12 

Right. 13 

    MR. ARNDT:  Yes. 14 

    MR. GORMAN:  Right.  So - okay. 15 

    MR. ARNDT:  And that was someone - I 16 

was there maybe two weeks ago.  I just was - about 17 

sign.  I was going - had no proper signage.  So 18 

they’re getting the proper signage up to -so 19 

toddlers go in the toddler area and the bigger area 20 

here the older children can go in there. 21 

    MR. GORMAN:  Thank you.  That’s good. 22 

    The only other thing I had was the 23 

end of this shows all the pieces described.  So page 24 

49 of our PDF shows a bicycle, a plastic bicycle.  25 
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And I wonder do we have that?  Again, this seems 1 

like a generic manual type.  Do you have bicycles in 2 

this facility? 3 

    MR. R. DOPPS:  They're not really 4 

bicycles.  They're these little plastic - you sit on 5 

them and they - the kids, you know, can peddle - 6 

they don't peddle, they just push with their feet.  7 

But they don't go inside the play equipment.  8 

They're just a little feature that goes outside and 9 

they can roll around around their - around the 10 

tables where the parents are. 11 

    MR. GORMAN:  Okay. 12 

    MR. R. DOPPS:  So they’re - it's not 13 

inside the playground at all.  It's just part of the 14 

package that we get from the manufacturer. 15 

    MS. BROWN:  And you said 49? 16 

    MR. GORMAN:  Somewhere, but yeah - 17 

you got 56. 18 

    MS. BROWN:  Okay.  I wasn’t sure 19 

which page. 20 

    MR. GORMAN:  Sorry.  I was looking at 21 

the PDF number. 22 

    MS. BROWN:  That's okay.  Thank you. 23 

    MR. D. DOPPS:  This is Dave Dopps.  24 

We - we got those - that signage up that Mr. Arndt 25 
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was talking about posted around the structure. 1 

    MR. R. DOPPS:  Yeah, those there.  So 2 

the kids can sit on them and they just kind of like 3 

push themselves through.  But it's not in the play 4 

equipment.  It's around the outside and there's like 5 

six bikes and they just share.  It’s like what's 6 

available.  They can get on it right around. 7 

    MR. GORMAN:  Okay.  Thanks. 8 

    MR. R. DOPPS:  Push themselves. 9 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Is there a way to 10 

keep them out of the play - out of the - them taking 11 

off on the play area? 12 

    MR. R. DOPPS:  Yeah.  So to get in 13 

the play area, you basically have to climb over it. 14 

 It’s about 18 inches.  So when you look at the 15 

areas that climb in, you have to - you’d have to - 16 

you’d have drag it inside, which of course an 17 

attendant is standing by to make sure that they 18 

don't take those inside the playground. 19 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Are there any other 20 

questions?  It sounds like you already replaced the 21 

signage that was required. 22 

    MR. R. DOPPS:  That's correct. 23 

    MR. D. DOPPS:  Yes, we did. 24 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Any other questions? 25 
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Okay.  We make a motion to approve the Kids Empire 1 

soft play for approval? 2 

    MR. REBBIE:  Approve the motion. 3 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Approve the motion. 4 

    MR. SWIKA:  I’ll second. 5 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  You’re going to 6 

second?  Ayes? 7 

AYES RESPOND 8 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Nays? 9 

    All right.  We have one more on our 10 

list.  You find it? 11 

    MS. URRUTIA:  Yes, I have it. 12 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  This one looks most 13 

interesting to me.  Who's here to tell us about this 14 

one? 15 

    MR. PANKEY:  I can speak on that.  16 

It's - it’s - the Human Crane is essentially a large 17 

claw machine that utilizes the rider as the claw 18 

itself.  The attendant drives the rider around 19 

inside the structure and then the rider is lowered 20 

into the prizes where they use their hands to grab 21 

as many prizes as possible.  And then they return to 22 

where they started and they choose a prize. 23 

    We have - last season we operated 24 

these at both Cedar Point and Kings Island.  And we 25 
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have them in several other Kalahari Resorts in 1 

Wisconsin and Texas. 2 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Anybody have any 3 

questions about the Human Crane? 4 

    MS. BROWN:  I’m pulling the video up. 5 

Just give me a second. 6 

    MR. GORMAN:  It’s in the airport of 7 

Kalahari? 8 

    MR. ARNDT:  You want to talk about 9 

this Tony? 10 

    MR. CATALANO:  I have inspected it 11 

and seen it in operation.  It’s put together well.  12 

There is no - the manual does say some of the 13 

patrons could operate it.  They do not do it that 14 

way.  The operation is done solely by the attendant. 15 

And I believe there's some video coming up now.  And 16 

the representatives from Family Entertainment can 17 

elaborate more on that. 18 

    MR. PANKEY:  Tom and Rich, you guys 19 

are more familiar with the actual on site operations 20 

than I am. 21 

    MR. BERNDT:  Yes. 22 

    MR. GOLIA:  Yeah. 23 

    MR. BERNDT:  Go ahead, Rich. 24 

    MR. GOLIA:  Yes.  We do not let the 25 
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guests operate the claw machine itself.  The 1 

attendant puts them in.  The attendant operates 2 

everything from start to finish.  It's basically 3 

hands off for the - for the guests. 4 

    Is there any - anything else as far 5 

as questions on like operation-wise?  Anything you 6 

want to add to that, Tom or Rich? 7 

    MR. PANKEY:  No, I don't think so, 8 

Rich.  That's pretty clear. 9 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  So there's different 10 

size slings?  Yes, we have three different size 11 

slings. 12 

    MR. GOLIA:  Yes.  We have three - 13 

three different size slings.  We got a small, medium 14 

and large. 15 

    MR. CATALANO:  If I can make a note, 16 

the operator's console is right inside around on 17 

that little ledge at the location at Kalahari. 18 

    MR. GOLIA:  Yes.  I do believe we 19 

wrote up page on the console that's in there and how 20 

it's connected and what works -. 21 

    MR. CATALANO: I did - I did insert 22 

that into the user’s manual. 23 

    MR. GOLIA:  I believe that's been 24 

added to the user manual. 25 
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    MR. CATALANO:  It has. 1 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Has there ever been 2 

any accidents?  Has anybody ever fallen out of one 3 

of those slings? 4 

    MR. PANKEY:  Not that I'm aware. 5 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Any other questions? 6 

    MR. SPANG: One question.  The 7 

operational guidelines, if we approve this, can't be 8 

changed without coming back here. 9 

    Correct? 10 

    MR. GORMAN:  Correct. 11 

    Mr. FILOROMO:  That's why it’s added 12 

- manual. 13 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  So vote on approving 14 

the Human Crane? 15 

    MR. GORMAN:  I'll make a motion to 16 

approve. 17 

    MR. REBBIE:  Second. 18 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Yays? 19 

AYES RESPOND 20 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Any nays? 21 

    Okay.  Any board member, you got any 22 

comments or anything? 23 

    MR. SPANG:  Well, I would like to 24 

commend our Ride Safety Inspection Division for 25 
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another well run training course in Harrisburg.  And 1 

I attended this for a day and I really think the 2 

Board members, if they get a chance, if you come and 3 

see the new inspectors that are coming up, the 4 

actual inspectors at the facilities that are coming 5 

in for training, Pennsylvania could be proud what we 6 

see there.  It's one heck of a program and commend 7 

you guys for doing a great job.  Thank you. 8 

    MR. REITZ:  Apologies for jumping in 9 

here.  It's Michael Reitz with Palace Entertainment 10 

again.  I thought that there were two projects that 11 

were supposed to be or that I was hoping were going 12 

to be discussed today.  Joe, I had emailed you about 13 

both of those.  One at Idlewild and one at Dutch 14 

Wonderland.  Clearly they're not on the agenda.  Did 15 

I - did I misstep somewhere? 16 

    MR. FILOROMO:  Oh, no.  They probably 17 

would have late. 18 

    MR. REITZ:  Is there - I - forgive my 19 

lack of knowledge on the process here, but I - is 20 

there a particular timeline that has to be followed? 21 

    MR. FILOROMO:  Yeah, there is.  We'll 22 

send you that again and we'll look for - see what we 23 

have.  And then -. 24 

    MR. REITZ:  Yes.  There's both -. 25 
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    MR. FILOROMO:  And then if it’s 1 

something - 2 

    MR. REITZ:  All right.  Go ahead. 3 

    MR. FILOROMO:  - as simple and it's 4 

complete, we'll do a tentative approval for you. 5 

    MR. REITZ:  Okay.  That would be 6 

great.  Both - both of those, The Wild Mouse and the 7 

Kingdom Coaster, those are the two projects.  I'm 8 

not sure - I’m not sure if the Kingdom Coaster is a 9 

major mod or not, but if we could do temporary 10 

approval and if there's - that'd be fantastic.  If 11 

there's any other information that you do need from 12 

us for either of those projects, I'm happy to get it 13 

for you at ASAP. 14 

    MR. FILOROMO:  I know the ones that 15 

made major modifications, so it's a little bit less 16 

formal process, but we still - 17 

    MR. REITZ:  Okay. 18 

    MR. FILOROMO:  - will run it by the 19 

Board, but will collect information when you have it 20 

complete, if you do -. 21 

    MR. REITZ:    Okay.  Yeah.  Yeah, I 22 

think - I think what I submitted to you should be 23 

complete.  I mean, any - other than any other - if 24 

you guys need a - like a completed site acceptance 25 
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test, you know, that - that would be done at the 1 

time of testing.  But yeah, please, if - I mean, 2 

Joe, you and I can communicate through email, 3 

obviously, or phone, but if there's any other thing 4 

that I am missing from that submission, please do 5 

let me know.  And again, my apologies.  First time 6 

that I've worked with doing ride mods with 7 

Pennsylvania, so I appreciate your patience. 8 

    MR. FILOROMO:  Okay. 9 

    I was going to follow-up on Chief 10 

Spang.  The Pennsylvania seminar had heavy 11 

attendance.  Nearly 400 people were there.  All 12 

together.  Pennsylvania, we've trained around 600 13 

over the whole winter, at least 600 including PACE 14 

and two Pennsylvania seminars.  Our Pennsylvania 15 

Inspector Certification Program is - was the first 16 

and the oldest in the country and arguably the 17 

biggest, I believe. 18 

    So the training went well.  We had a 19 

lot of participants from people from all over the 20 

country as well as the state.  And PACE is coming up 21 

in -. 22 

    MR. CHUBB:  PACE will be -. 23 

    MR. FILOROMO:  You want to talk about 24 

that? 25 
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    MR. CHUBB:  Sure.  Do you want me to 1 

do that under public comments? 2 

    MR. FILOROMO:  Yeah.  What - we did 3 

get to -. 4 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  We were on Board 5 

comments. 6 

    Are there any - anything else for the 7 

Board comments, first?  Okay.  Then we can move on 8 

to public comments. 9 

    MR. CHUBB:  This is Gary Chubb.  10 

Thank you.  As most of the Board knows, there are 11 

two primary ride safety training programs within the 12 

Commonwealth.  Okay.  One is the PA Ride Safety 13 

Seminar, which is put on by Phil Slaggert's team and 14 

a bunch of volunteer instructors that is usually 15 

held in the spring of the year.  That’s what Chief 16 

Spang just referred to.  Okay.  And he - Phil also 17 

has a fall seminar also.  Okay. 18 

    I'm involved with the PACE Parks and 19 

Carnivals Education Training Seminar, which is 20 

sponsored by the PA State Showman's Association and 21 

the - Pennsylvania Amusement Parks Association.  And 22 

that seminar this year will be held October 28th 23 

through the 31st in Langhorne, Pennsylvania.  And it 24 

looks like we will be doing the training at Sesame 25 
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Place.  So we're going to find out how to get to 1 

Sesame Place this year.  So again, any member of the 2 

Board who's in that area or like to attend for a day 3 

or two, feel free to.  And there'll be more 4 

information coming out probably - probably about 5 

midsummer or so.  Okay.  We're not quite within the 6 

window for submission to the - to the Bureau yet for 7 

approval, but we will be shortly.  So Director 8 

Luckenbill - yeah, Luckenbill.  Right? 9 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Yeah. 10 

    MR. CHUBB:  Expect a submission for 11 

that here in the next month or so. 12 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Okay. 13 

    MR. CHUBB:  Okay. 14 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Look forward to it. 15 

    MR. CHUBB:  All right.  Thank you. 16 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Any other public 17 

comments? 18 

    MR. SMITH:  Good morning.  As 19 

mentioned before we’re the Smiths.  My name is 20 

Jaison.  Thank you for the opportunity to speak 21 

today.  I have some comments and an invitation for 22 

the Board.  I appreciate the work that this Board 23 

has done throughout the years to help keep families 24 

safe at Pennsylvania amusement parks and carnivals. 25 
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Families including mine, my three kids.  But I'm 1 

here today for the purpose of promoting safety at 2 

organized summer camps in the Commonwealth.  I hope 3 

to be involved with collaborative efforts between 4 

the department and camp stakeholders so we can 5 

continue to keep campers safe and have fair, clear 6 

and mutually beneficial regulations for camp rope 7 

challenge courses.  I may seem like a young guy in 8 

this realm, but not long after this Board was 9 

assembled, I began experiencing adventure education 10 

programming at summer camp ropes courses dating back 11 

to my time in Boy Scouts.  And ever since I 12 

graduated college, my career has been dedicated to 13 

youth camps and adventure education programing. 14 

    These programs have outstanding youth 15 

development outcomes and excellent safety records.  16 

Camp rope challenge courses already adhere to robust 17 

ANSI approved standards, all 267 pages of them.  And 18 

they also follow federal OSHA laws.  Additionally, 19 

camp courses undergo third party rigorous 20 

inspections required by our insurance providers. 21 

    However, in my work with camp 22 

directors I've noticed a relation reluctance to 23 

bring their courses into compliance with the 24 

Department of Agriculture and the Chapter 139 25 
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Amusement Park Regulations.  After thoroughly 1 

studying Chapter 139 myself, I can honestly 2 

understand why camps are not explicitly mentioned in 3 

the statute, leaving camp directors uncertain about 4 

their obligations.  As a result, most directors 5 

prefer to keep their distance from these 6 

regulations.  Actually, in reviewing this Board's 7 

meeting minutes, comments from former director 8 

Remmert revealed something similar, that the 9 

Department is uncertain about their obligation to 10 

regulate camp courses.  I understand that this Board 11 

and the Department would like to see more organized 12 

camps align with some form of state regulations.  13 

And that's why I'm here today.  I believe I have 14 

strong enough network connections to bring camp 15 

stakeholders together to help shape regulations that 16 

are both effective and practical for organized 17 

camps. 18 

    So my invitation to you is this.  If 19 

you're concerned about keeping Pennsylvania camp 20 

safe and their adventure course programs, I'd love 21 

to collaborate with anyone in this room.  Please 22 

connect with me after the meeting and we can begin a 23 

conversation about building fair, clear and mutually 24 

beneficial regulations. 25 
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    Anybody have a question or follow up? 1 

Sure. 2 

    MR. FILOROMO:  Thank you.  We do have 3 

many camps in our system and improving.  Leonard, if 4 

he’s still on the line, has been working with 5 

several of them and there is this reluctance from 6 

time.  And just to make it clear, our law references 7 

the ASTM F24 standard as they evolve.  And there's a 8 

standard in there for high ropes course.  That 9 

includes the definition of it as an amusement 10 

attraction and the regulations that we follow for 11 

it.  So yeah, it would be great to work with you. 12 

You contact me directly and I can put you in touch 13 

with whoever I need to on our end to get - you know, 14 

to get things done. 15 

    MR. SMITH:  Do you have a number of 16 

how many camps are compliant at this point?  A 17 

guess? 18 

    MR. FILOROMO:  I don't have a count 19 

right now.  I'd say - I'm just going to guess -. 20 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Don’t.  No comment 21 

at that - at this time without checking.  I don't 22 

want to make a guess on -. 23 

    MR. SMITH:  That’s all right. 24 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  - how many there are 25 
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or are not. 1 

    MR. SMITH:  There's 600 registered 2 

camps in the Commonwealth.  Not all of them have 3 

ropes courses. 4 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Right. 5 

    MR. SMITH:   But that's a big task.  6 

And I guess part of my question for the people in 7 

this room is, okay, the ASTM defines ropes course a 8 

certain way.  It's - it's amusement park 9 

regulations.  And so it's not even something camp 10 

directors would ever crack open.  So - but are we 11 

comfortable with diverting Department resources to 12 

the 600-plus camps that might have courses?  There's 13 

going to be an opportunity cost for the amusement 14 

parks is my evaluation of it. 15 

    MR. FILOROMO:  Our program has the 16 

people on site get certified to do the inspection.  17 

And that regulation in reading it is broad and 18 

general.  The details are in that ASTM standard. 19 

    MR. SMITH:  Which was adopted well 20 

after Chapter 139. 21 

    MR. FILOROMO:  Oh yeah.  As it was.  22 

And, and also another thing to know is that seminar 23 

that Chief Spang was just talking about, they have 24 

specific track for high ropes courses and adventure 25 
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courses. 1 

    MR. SMITH:  Okay.  And my - one of my 2 

things about that is the extreme sports.  I know in 3 

2019, many of you were sitting on this Board in 4 

2019.  There was an opportunity to modernize the 5 

standard by Director Remmert.  It didn't seem to get 6 

taken up.  So the next thing you know, we have 7 

extreme sports categorized on the website without 8 

any legislature input, without any camp director 9 

stakeholder input at this table.  And so now there's 10 

an application of a law that clearly is not suited 11 

to camps because we don't have the real resources to 12 

send somebody to a 48-hour training to learn about 13 

hydraulic hoses, electric systems, fire 14 

extinguishers and you name it. 15 

    MR. FILOROMO:  You are right.  They 16 

don't learn about things that they don't have. 17 

The -. 18 

    MR. SMITH:  Okay.  So they don’t have 19 

the - 20 

    MR. FILOROMO:  No. 21 

    MR. SMITH:  - 48 hours? 22 

    MR. FILOROMO:  No.  It’s 16 hours and 23 

it’s specialized to only what those courses have.  24 

So - so that's the way it worked.  And that was - 25 
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and that was out of 2008. 1 

    MR. SMITH:  Okay.  What stakeholders 2 

were involved in that process to bring that about? 3 

    MR. FILOROMO:  They - that was a 4 

rewrite of regulations where we referenced - re-5 

referenced everything and that would - included 6 

public - many, many public members and amusement 7 

parks, fairs, everybody that's represented on this 8 

Board, their organization.  And so - and then they 9 

put out public notice.  The state put out what - how 10 

are we making - some public notice, you know, to 11 

anybody that has any comments or - you know, to do 12 

that back at that point. 13 

    MR. SMITH:  I was pretty young in my 14 

career at that time.  I just know that both Deputy 15 

Secretary Strathmeyer and Mr. Remmert have said 16 

that, you know, we want the stakeholders at the 17 

table right off the bat.  And I would just say that 18 

I don't feel like the camp directors in the circles 19 

I run in feel like they haven't had a voice and then 20 

you end up with a QA showing up on site and showing 21 

some items that are needed.  Many, many pages worth 22 

of items that are needed.  And on each checklist 23 

very little pertains to a ropes challenge course the 24 

camps have.  So there's a little bit of a - it's a 25 
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fuzzy area. 1 

    And also many of you remember 2 

probably Director Remmert saying you're looking for 3 

guidance from the legislature as to, you know, what 4 

isn't amusement ride.  Are we spending our resources 5 

wisely?  I could point you to the meeting minutes 6 

where that's stated.  And I emailed Director Remmert 7 

not realizing he was no longer director, and he - I 8 

asked him have you gotten guidance from the 9 

legislature that this is the right place to spend 10 

resources.  And he said as of late February, no, the 11 

legislature has not given us direction on that. 12 

    I'm happy to help bring that about 13 

that.  I've already spoken with some legislatures - 14 

legislators.  And I'm happy to help bring that 15 

about.  But the system as it is now, with a handful 16 

of camps, maybe let's say 40 or 50 camps out of 600 17 

complying, certainly we can do better than that.  18 

But I think there's always going to be a holding 19 

Chapter 139 at arm’s length because it - 139 itself, 20 

you won't find the word camp in it.  And yeah, if 21 

you do a roundabout and go through ASTM F24 you 22 

might find that camps are kind of in there, but 23 

specifically nonprofit camps.  And Director Remmert 24 

said specifically that restricted use facilities 25 
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fall outside of their purview.  That was back in the 1 

March meeting two years ago.  At this meeting he 2 

said as long as there are clientele, it's open to 3 

the public and it's not restricted use it falls 4 

under our purview.  All of our camp would be - you 5 

can't just walk into our camps and pay a fee and 6 

ride a ride.  We don't have rides, but you can't 7 

just get on the ropes course.  So that's another 8 

part where it's a little sticky that we're not open 9 

to the public amusement parks, but we're being 10 

regulated as if we have the resources of a multi, 11 

tens of thousands of youth visitors and most of our 12 

facilities see maybe several hundred throughout the 13 

summer.  And so the equal application of the law is 14 

hard to do with Chapter 139.  That's - that would be 15 

my comment.  So -. 16 

    MR. FILOROMO:  Look forward to 17 

getting in touch with you and going over the whole - 18 

all the details of how it works and all the 19 

questions.  It sounds like you haven't gotten all 20 

the details. 21 

    MR. SMITH:  I've thoroughly studied 22 

139 and we're not in there and so I'm not going to 23 

get defensive here, but there needs to be new 24 

regulations in the - if the state wants to be 25 
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involved, Department of Health needs to be involved 1 

because they're already regulating us, and the 2 

stakeholders need to be involved. 3 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  The Department of 4 

Health, let them deal with us. 5 

    MR. SMITH:  Right. 6 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  And if there’s laws 7 

that need to be changed, legislation, you're more 8 

than welcome to take it up with them - 9 

    MR. SMITH:  Okay. 10 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  - and - and work on 11 

getting some stuff and help get the law changed. 12 

    MR. SMITH:  Okay.  That's helpful.  I 13 

mean, in the meantime it's - it's tricky for the 14 

camp directors that randomly get a QA inspector to 15 

show up and then they don't know what to say or do. 16 

And so I've been providing the best counsel I can to 17 

people like this.  It might not be counsel that you 18 

all appreciate, but -. 19 

    MR. SWIKA III:  I never even heard of 20 

it. 21 

    MR. SMITH:  That's okay.  I've been 22 

studying this for quite some time and I went back 23 

through the meeting minutes and it's just really 24 

clear, especially in speaking with our legislators, 25 
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that this is an overreach by the Department and it 1 

can easily be solved if we got the right regulations 2 

in place.  But again, the stakeholders - the list of 3 

stakeholders at this table, camps aren't here, and 4 

so we need to - we need to have a seat if we're 5 

going to be regulated by the state.  So that's what 6 

I would have to say.  So if anybody's interested in 7 

helping formulate those I'd love to take your phone 8 

number down or your email.  Thank you. 9 

    MR. SPANG:  Comment.  I understand -. 10 

    Mr. NESLAND:  This is Brad.  I just 11 

want to add one thing.  Training doesn't necessarily 12 

have to be outside.  It could be in house as long as 13 

you get it approved by the Department. 14 

    MR. SMITH:  Thank you. 15 

    MR. SPANG:  Comment is I understand 16 

the ambiguousy of the state laws because frankly, 17 

we're a commonwealth.  But the second shoe here that 18 

everybody's got to realize, it's not just the law 19 

that's got to be followed, it's the civil side, and 20 

that's what catches you.  You might avoid to fine, 21 

but then get civilly brought in to an action because 22 

you didn't do due diligence and by having some of 23 

your people certified as inspectors would cover that 24 

part and actually give your organization more 25 
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protection going forward. 1 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Anybody else for 2 

public comments?  All right. 3 

    MS. BROWN:  Motion. 4 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  Motion to adjourn. 5 

    MR. GORMAN:  So moved. 6 

    MR. REBBIE:  Second. 7 

    MS. LUCKENBILL:  All right.  Thank 8 

you, everybody, for coming. 9 

* * * * * * * * 10 

HEARING CONCLUDED AT 11:49 A.M. 11 

* * * * * * * * 12 
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