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June 25, 2025 

 
 
To: Prospective Amusement Ride Owners and Amusement Ride Manufacturers 

             
This letter is to advise prospective amusement ride and attraction owners of the requirements for 
seeking approval of new rides or attractions in Pennsylvania. 
 
In accordance with the Pennsylvania Ride Inspection Act (Pa. Code 7, Chapter 139) all 
amusement rides and attractions are required to be approved by the Department of Agriculture 
(“Department”) prior to their operation in the Commonwealth. Approval is required for all newly 
designed and manufactured rides, as well as, those that have not been previously operated in the 
Commonwealth. Any ride or attraction not recognized as an approved type is not permitted to 
operate in Pennsylvania.    
 
As part of the approval process the owner and/or manufacturer must submit verification from a 
currently registered Pennsylvania Professional Engineer (license issued per Chapter 37, Section 4 
of 63 P.S § 151). The submitted documents must include the engineer’s seal and certify the 
following: 
 

“The ride/attraction has been designed and manufactured in conformance with the ASTM 
standards on amusement rides and devices pursuant to the ASTM F-24 committee.” 

 
“The ride/attraction is manufactured in conformance with the applicable Pennsylvania 
regulations, Pa. Code 7, Chapter 139.”  

 
The ride/attraction submission shall include (but not limited to) the following: 
 

• A Pennsylvania Professional Engineer’s verification document (originals, under seal), 
• An operator’s manual that is specific to the ride/attraction submitted; inclusive of all 

mechanical, hydraulic, electronic, and electrical systems, including how the ride is 
powered, related to the submission (in English, or accurately converted), 

• An owner’s manual that is specific to the ride/attraction (in some instances the operator 
manual may contain all necessary information; again, in English or accurately converted), 

• A detailed inspection checklist outlining areas and frequency on how the ride/attraction is 
to be inspected, 

• Installation or set up and tear down requirements (when applicable) 
• NDT requirements, or other specialized documents (example: an attraction is affixed to 

an existing structure, we would require a structural analysis as part of the submission) 
• Photographs fully depicting the ride/attraction to include an overall photo and a clear 

photo of the manufacturer’s ID plate, 
• An owner’s registration form, 
• A ride approval checklist form. 
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You may mail your submission to: 
 
 Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture 
 Bureau of Ride & Measurement Standards 
 2301 North Cameron Street 
 Harrisburg, PA 17110-9408 
 
The Department does have the ability to accept digital submission in two ways: 
 

1. E-mail, for submission less than 5 MB, to ra-amusementrides@pa.gov, please add “New 
Ride Submission” in the subject line.  In the body of the e-mail list the Owner, location 
and the manufacturer. Please be sure to attach all the required documents.   
 

2. For submissions larger than 5 MB please contact any of the staff listed below and they 
will provide instructions for posting information to the Department’s FTP site. 

 
Only complete submissions, as determined by the Department, will be moved to the 
Pennsylvania Amusement Ride Advisory Board for review and consideration.  The deadline for 
completed submissions is four weeks prior to the scheduled board meeting.  The owner, 
manufacturer and Professional Engineer are invited to their scheduled board meeting.  At least 
one of the invitees should be in attendance (in person or by conference call) to provide an 
overview of the ride/attraction and answer questions from the board. 
 
Rides or attractions found to be operating in violation of Pennsylvania’s laws (unregistered, no 
insurance, not type approved, present a safety hazard, or failing to have a published itinerary or 
inspection affidavit on file) will be prosecuted as appropriate by the Department and/or law 
enforcement officials. 
 
 
Respectfully, 

 
    
Tammy Luckenbill 
Bureau Director 
 
 
 

mailto:ra-amusementrides@pa.gov
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Ride Approval Checklist 

 
1. Date of Submission:       
 
2. Name and address of the manufacturer of the ride or attraction:  
           
 
3. Contact number for manufacturer:       
4. Email for manufacturer:       
5. Web site:        
 
6. Manufacturer’s name of ride (as found on ID plate):       
 
7. Details (information must match manufacturer’s manual): 

• The Minimum height requirement is:       
• The Minimum age requirement is:       
• The minimum or maximum weight requirement is:       
• The Department has received an Owner’s Manual: (Yes/No)       
• The Department has received a photograph of the ride       

 
8. Name and address of Pennsylvania Licensed Engineer providing certification (with license #): 
          
    Phone:       
    Email:        
 
9. First company to register the ride (name & address):  
          
    Phone:       
    Email:        
 
Has the Department received an owner’s manual?   
Has the Department received a photo of the ride or attraction?   
 
 
PA Engineer Stamp here…. 
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