
 

 

 

 

A complete copy of the Pennsylvania State Premium Guidelines can be 

viewed online on the PA Fair Fund webpage on the PA Department of 

Agriculture’s Website.   

Fairs can download a complete copy, view individual department listings, or 

call or email the fair office for a paper copy.  Go to agriculture.pa.gov.  Then 

click on the Business and Industry Tab at the top, then click on PA Fair Fund.  

Fairs can also access a copy of the most up-to-date Animal Health Rules for 

the Fairs and a copy of the Handwashing Poster on the website as well. 

To be eligible to receive reimbursement funds, all fair premium 

books must mirror the Pennsylvania State Premium Guidelines book. 

Fairs may add additional classes; however, individual fair premium books 

need to follow the 24 Department guidelines as outlined. 

 

Department 1: OPEN Horses 

• Use this department for OPEN entries of draft (registered, heavy 

unregistered, light unregistered) horse type classes, team classes, 

hitch classes, halter classes (light, miniature, ponies), performance 

classes (western, English, hunter, etc.), and pulling contests. 

Department 2: OPEN Dairy Cattle 

• Use this department for OPEN entries of dairy cattle type classes, 

group classes, and production classes. 

Department 3: OPEN Beef Cattle 

• Use this department for OPEN entries of beef cattle type classes, group 

classes, market cattle/feeder cattle classes.  

Department 4: OPEN Sheep 

• Use this department for OPEN entries of sheep type classes, group 

classes, market lambs, and wool.  
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Department 5: OPEN Swine 

• Use this department for OPEN entries of swine type classes, group 

classes, market swine, and feeder swine classes.  

Department 6: OPEN Goats 

• Use this department for OPEN entries of goat type classes (dairy 

breeds, meat breeds, fiber breeds), group classes, market goat 

classes, and companion goat classes. 

Department 7: OPEN Oxen and Llamas (Alpacas too) 

• Use this department for OPEN entries of oxen classes, llama type 

classes, alpaca type classes, group classes, and obstacle course 

classes. 

Department 8: OPEN Poultry, Pigeons, and Eggs 

• Use this department for OPEN entries of poultry and pigeon type 

classes, group classes, and egg classes. 

Department 9: Rabbits (Cavies too) 

• Use this department for OPEN entries of rabbit type classes, cavy type 

classes, and group classes. 

Department 10: 4-H and Vocational 

• This department’s sections MUST correspond to the open departments 

for sections 1-23. 

1. Horses – type, performance, showmanship, fitting, driving, 

project books 

2. Dairy Cattle – type, production, showmanship, fitting, project 

books 

3. Beef Cattle – type (breeding, market, feeder), showmanship, 

fitting, carcass, project books 

4. Sheep – type (breeding, market), showmanship, fitting, carcass, 

project books 

5. Swine – type (breeding, market), showmanship, fitting, carcass, 

project books 

6. Goats – type (breeding, market), production, showmanship, 

fitting, carcass, project books 

7. Oxen, llamas, alpacas – type, performance, obstacle course, 

showmanship, fitting, project books 

8. Poultry and eggs – type, showmanship, fitting, project books 



9.         Rabbits and cavies – type, showmanship, fitting, project  

books 

10. There is no section 10 

11. There is no section 11 

12. Hay and Grains 

13. Vegetables and vegetable gardening 

14. Fruits, berries, and nuts 

15. Home and dairy products – cooking, baking, canning, 

nutrition, food safety, etc. 

16. There is no section 16 

17. Floral – flower gardening, landscaping, foliage plants, plant 

science, indoor gardening, forestry (leaf and tree ID), etc 

18. Textiles – clothing, knitting, crocheting, needlecraft, etc 

19. Arts, photography, and crafts – hand crafts, photography, 

painting, digital art, woodworking, yarn art, scrapbooking, 

pottery, etc 

20. Group exhibits 

21. There is no section 21 

22. Miscellaneous contests and projects – livestock judging, 

skill-a-thons, tractor driving contest, stockman’s contest, 

demonstrations/public speaking contests, other projects 

which don’t fit another section, etc 

23. Apiary and maple 

24. Conservation – soil and water conservation, forest   

management, hunter safety, fishing 

25. Geology 

26. Engineering – electricity, robotics, small engines, 

automotive, tractors, bicycles, model airplanes, energy 

science, wood science, etc. 

27. Entomology 

28. Veterinary Science 

29. Small animals – pet projects, dog projects, small animal 

science, etc. 

30. Wildlife  

31. Health and fitness 

 

 

 

 



Department 11: Youth Under 19 

• Same sections as Department 10 for youth NOT engaged in 4-H or 

vocational schooling (FFA) 

Department 12: Hay and Grains 

• Use this department for OPEN entries of hay, haylage, silage, 

grains/seed crops, broom corn, tobacco, hops, etc 

Department 13: Vegetables 

• Use this department for OPEN entries of fresh vegetables, dried beans, 

pumpkins, squash, herbs, etc 

Department 14: Fruits and Nuts 

• Use this department for OPEN entries of fresh fruits, nuts, etc 

Department 15: Home Produced Products 

• Use this department for OPEN entries of baked products, canned 

products, dried products, home cured products, 

jams/jellies/spreads/preserves/marmalades, etc. 

Department 16: Evergreen Trees 

• Use this department for OPEN entries of evergreen trees, wreaths, and 

garlands. 

Department 17: Floral Exhibits 

• Use this department for OPEN entries of flowering houseplants, foliage 

houseplants, dish gardens, terrariums, specimen flowers (annuals and 

perennials), artistic arrangements, etc. 

Department 18: Needlecraft 

• Use this department for OPEN entries of clothing, sewing, 

needlework/embroidery, crocheting, knitting, afghans, quilts, 

blankets/bedding, rugs, flags, etc. 

Department 19: Arts, Photography, and Crafts 

• Use this department for OPEN entries of photography, paintings, digital 

media, drawings, metal arts, etchings, bead work, wood work, pottery, 

dolls, jewelry, leatherwork, household furnishings (furniture, curtains, 

lamps, etc.), and other craft items 

 



Department 20: Group Exhibits 

• Use this department for OPEN entries from local groups such as 

granges, 4-H clubs, FFA chapters, community organizations, scout 

troops, etc. 

Department 21: Wine and Beer 

• Use this department for OPEN entries of beer, wine, mead, etc. 

Department 22: Other Major Contests 

• NOTE: A fair can receive up to $4,300 in reimbursement money 

for this department. Fairs are eligible for 50% of the premiums 

paid up to $2,150. Some major contests are ineligible for 

reimbursement, such as Hellcat Drivers.  

• Use this department for OPEN entries in truck/tractor pulls, band 

contests, Fair Queen/Princess/King/Prince, cooking contests, ATV 

pulling contests, talent contests, eating contests, calling contests, 

dancing contests, etc. 

Department 23: Apiary and Maple Products 

• Use this department for OPEN entries of honey and maple products, 

and beeswax items. 

Department 24: Antique Farm Equipment 

• Use this department for OPEN entries in farm equipment, vintage 

household items, vintage advertising items, etc. 

 


