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Overview 

 

The Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture Act 225 of 1982, as amended by Act 
119 of 2008 has been charged with enforcing the commonwealth’s Dog Law. 
 

The Dog Law Enforcement Office of the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture 
enforces the laws and regulations, including licensing of individual dogs, licensing 

and inspection of kennels, activities related to dogs that are found running at large 
or classified as dangerous, and processing claims for livestock damage caused by 
dogs and coyotes.  

 
As required by Section 906 of the Dog Law, this report to the General Assembly 

provides: 
 

 State dog wardens by county – Appendix A 

 Number of dog licenses issued by county – Appendix B 
 Number of kennel licenses issued in each kennel class by county – 

Appendix C 
 Number of out-of-state dealer licenses issued – Appendix D 
 Total funds collected from license fees  

 Number of kennel inspections performed, by kennel class, including the 
number of dogs kept at each inspected kennel and the county of location 

– Appendix E and F 
 Number of kennel licenses and out-of-state dealer licenses refused, 

revoked or suspended and the reasons for such refusals, revocations or 

suspensions  
 Number of citations issued by county and the disposition of each citation – 

Appendix G  
 Number of dogs seized and impounded and the total reimbursements 

made by the department for the transportation, care and feeding of such 

dogs – Appendix H 
 Total payments made by the department from the Dog Law Restricted 

Account and the reasons for such payments  
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Dog Licenses 

Individual dog licenses in Pennsylvania are sold through the county treasurers. 

Revenues from the sale of annual and lifetime licenses are directed to the Dog Law 
Restricted Account. Philadelphia County and the cities of Harrisburg, Altoona, Erie, 

Pittsburgh and Scranton maintain local dog licensing programs and retain licensing 
revenues generated. This report does not include sales or revenue generated within 
those cities.   

 
In 2011, there were 920,797 individual dog licenses sold, including 884,731 annual 

and 36,066 lifetime licenses, generating $5,635,267 in revenue (Appendix B).    

Kennel Licenses 

The Dog Law Enforcement Office licensed 2,185 kennels in Pennsylvania in 2011, 

producing $403,075 in license fees directed to the office’s restricted account 
(Appendix C). 

Out-of-State Dealers 

In 2011, 92 out-of-state dealers were licensed, generating $16,400 in revenue for 
the restricted account (Appendix D). 

Dog Law Inspection and Enforcement Activities  

A total of 4,742 kennel inspections were completed in 2011(Appendix E). 

Citation Issuance 

The Dog Law Enforcement Office refused one kennel license application in 2011. 

The application was refused because the applicant was convicted of animal cruelty 
within the past ten years. No kennel licenses were revoked or suspended. 
 

In 2011, 3,142 summary citations were issued, as well as 50 misdemeanor 
charges. These numbers included citations related to kennel inspections and other 

violations of the Dog Law, including but not limited to failure to license, dogs 
running at large or abandoned and dangerous dogs (Appendix G). 

Dogs Seized and Impounded and Total Reimbursements 

The Dog Law Enforcement Office plays a critical role in managing stray dogs by 
assisting with capturing and transporting dogs to shelters. In addition, during 2011, 

shelters and municipalities received payments from the restricted account for 
reimbursement of costs related to transportation, feeding and care of stray dogs. A 
total of $374,670 was paid for 12,489 dogs statewide (Appendix H).   

Payments Made from the Dog Law Restricted Account 

All revenue and expenses related to the Dog Law Enforcement Office are credited 

and disbursed from the Dog Law Restricted Account, as required by Section 1001 of 
the Dog Law. No dollars from the general fund are directed to the account. 
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Licensing Fees 

The primary source of revenue is the sale of individual dog licenses, supplemented 

by kennel licenses, and fines that are capped at approximately $70,000 annually. 
For 2011, approximately $5.6 million was generated by the sale of individual dog 

licenses, representing more than 90 percent of the revenue.  
 
The payments from the Dog Law Restricted Account during 2011 were: 

 
Personnel Costs        $5,314,088.74 

Administrative Overhead               $411,000.00  
Operating Expenses (Including Holding and Disposing Payment)  $1,739,932.93 
Grants and Animal Control Contracts        $668,100.08 

Domestic Animal Damage Claims            $29,009.96 
Purchase of Fixed Assets                            $0.00 

Total Payments        $8,162,131.71 
Balance as of 12/31/11                  $1,181,389.49 

Recommendations for 2012 

The Dog Law Enforcement Office’s main focus for 2012 is to restore the solvency of 
the Dog Law Restricted Account. Enforcement of the dog law must be maintained 

and the increased sale of dog licenses is vital to financial future of the office.             
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