
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

2010 Report to the Pennsylvania General Assembly 
 

 
Act 225 of 1982, as amended by Act 119 of 2008 

 
The Dog Law 



 
 

 

Overview 
 
The Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture has been charged with enforcing the 
commonwealth’s Dog Law since 1966. Through the Bureau of Dog Law Enforcement, the 
department is responsible for enforcing the laws and regulations pertaining to various dog 
kennels, regulating activities pertaining to dogs that are classified as dangerous, 
processing claims for livestock damage caused by dogs, and overseeing annual licensing 
and rabies vaccination for dogs.  
 
In 2010, the bureau focused on implementation of the commercial kennel provisions and 
final approval of the Commercial Kennel Canine Health Regulations that were mandated 
by Act 119. These regulations, specific to ventilation, humidity, lighting and flooring in 
kennels, proceeded through the regulatory review process including a public hearing, an 
Independent Regulatory Review Commission (IRRC) hearing, and review by the 
Legislature and Office of Attorney General. The department reviewed and responded to 
4,671 public comments. The regulation was approved by IRRC on Aug. 19, 2010, and 
deemed approved by the Office of Attorney General on Nov. 9, 2010, with an effective 
date of July 1, 2011. 
 
During 2010, the bureau focused on enforcement, training and outreach to kennel and 
dog owners. These enforcement efforts were aided by tools in the new law that 
strengthened the bureau’s ability to thoroughly review and refuse or revoke, if necessary, 
license applications.  
 
A major focus in 2010 was the continued implementation of the commercial kennel 
provisions of Act 119, which took effect on Oct. 9, 2009.  One change that came as a 
result of Act 119 was the formal definition of a commercial breeding kennel to cover those 
breeding operations that are selling to dealers or pet stores, or those that sell or transfer 
more than 60 dogs per year. Act 119 also created a Canine Health Board.  In 2010, the 
board held hearings to consider exercise plans offered as alternatives to the act’s 
prescribed unfettered access to an outdoor exercise area, and to consider alternative 
flooring materials. The bureau provided administrative support to the board as prescribed 
by Section 221(h) of the act.  Hearings were held in January, February, April and June 
2010.   
 
2010 Bureau of Dog Law Enforcement Activities – Reporting Mandate 

 
Section 906 of the Dog Law requires the Department of Agriculture to provide the 
Pennsylvania General Assembly a report outlining relevant activities related to the Bureau of 
Dog Law Enforcement. This report includes: 

 
• State dog wardens by county [Appendix A] 
• Number of dog licenses issued by county [Appendix B] 
• Number of kennel licenses issued in each kennel class by county [Appendix B] 
• Number of out-of-state dealer licenses issued by the department [Appendix B] 
• Total funds collected from license fees [page 4] 
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• Number of kennel inspections performed, including numbers broken out by kennel 
class, the number of dogs kept at each inspected kennel and the county of location 
[Appendix C] 

• Number of kennel licenses and out-of-state dealer licenses refused, revoked or 
suspended and the reasons for such refusals, revocations or suspensions [pages 2-3] 

• Number of citations issued by county and the disposition of each citation [Appendix D] 
• Number of dogs seized and impounded and the total reimbursements made by the 

department for the transportation, care and feeding of such dogs [Appendix E] 
• Total payments made by the department from the Dog Law Restricted Account and the 

reasons for such payments [Appendix F] 
• Domestic Animal Damage Claims [Appendix G] 
• Recommendations to improve the administration and enforcement of this act [page 5] 
 

Licensing 
 
Dog Licenses 
Dog licenses in Pennsylvania are sold through 66 county treasurers. Revenues collected from 
the sale of annual and lifetime licenses go into the Dog Law Restricted Fund. Philadelphia 
County and the cities of Harrisburg, Altoona, Erie, Pittsburgh and Scranton have their own 
dog licensing programs and handle the licensing process and retain licensing revenues. For 
this report, the total number of licenses includes counties where these cities are located 
(except the county of Philadelphia, congruent with the city), but the revenue numbers do not 
reflect the funds kept by these cities.  Details on licenses issued in 2010 can be found in 
Appendix B of this report.    
 
For the 2010 license year, there were 947,556 dog licenses (912,070 individual annual and 
35,486 lifetime) issued, generating $5,802,972 in revenue.  
 
Kennel Licenses 
A kennel license must be obtained by anyone who has or transfers 26 or more dogs, for any 
purpose, during the course of a year.  The bureau licensed 2,246 kennels in 2010, resulting 
in revenue of $424,176.  A full listing of kennel license counts and revenue, by class and 
county, can be found in Appendix B.  
 
Out-of-State Dealers 
The bureau licensed 69 out-of-state dealers in 2010, an increase from 51 in 2009, and a 
nearly 150 percent increase over 2006 levels (26 dealers licensed). This generated $12,050 
in revenue, down from $31,025 in 2009. A full listing of out-of-state dealer license counts 
and revenue by class can be found in Appendix B.  
 
Dog Law Inspection and Enforcement Activities 
 
Kennel Inspections and Number of Dogs 
 
 
 
 
 
A total of 5,063 kennel inspections were completed in 2010. The bureau now inspects every 
licensed kennel twice a year as required by Section 218 of Act 119. On 2010 kennel 

Dogs Kept Dogs 
Sold/Adopted 

1,100,014 455,186 
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applications, kennels including boarding kennels reported the following numbers of dogs kept 
and sold/adopted: 
 
Boarding kennels now count dogs by visit, so if the same dog stays at a kennel multiple times 
it is counted each time for reporting purposes. Boarding kennel numbers have also increased 
as a result of licensing dog day cares and non-patient veterinary boarding kennels.  A full 
breakout of the location of kennels and number of dogs kept at each is included in Appendix 
C of this report.            
 
Kennel License Terminations, Including Refusals, Revocations and Suspensions 
There were 116 kennels of all types that closed voluntarily during calendar year 2010, six 
using the commercial kennel closing application and 39 who did not renew for 2011. The 
majority of these kennels closed for personal reasons such as retirement or relocation, with 
12 closing to avoid pending or potential enforcement action by the Bureau of Dog Law 
Enforcement.  
 
The bureau formally revoked or refused 12 kennel licenses – counties involved were Berks, 
Butler, Carbon, Chester, Fayette, and Lancaster. The bureau revoked, refused or sought 
these licenses based on animal cruelty convictions, dog law violations stemming from 
unsatisfactory kennel conditions, or failure to comply with the commercial kennel 
requirements. Three kennel owners were convicted of animal cruelty in 2010, and under Act 
119 cannot get a kennel license for at least 10 years (two were licensed kennels and one was 
a formerly licensed illegal kennel). 
 
Act 119 makes it a misdemeanor and authorizes administrative penalties against a kennel 
that continues to operate after its license revocation or refusal is final. This remedy was used 
and tested in 2010.  An administrative penalty of $167,900 was affirmed by the Secretary of 
Agriculture on Jan. 14, 2010, against a Northampton County kennel owner for continuing to 
board and obtain dogs after his kennel license refusal was final.  The amount of the penalty 
was based on the number of dogs involved. In November 2010, the Commonwealth Court 
upheld this penalty and its amount against legal challenge.  The Dog Law Fund has not yet 
collected these monies. 
 
Citation Issuance 
In 2010, 4,548 summary citations were issued, as well as 48 misdemeanor charges. These 
numbers include kennel condition citations and citations for other violations of the Dog Law, 
including but not limited to failure to license, dogs running at large or abandoned, and 
dangerous dogs. There were 50 citations for operating unlicensed kennels in 2010.  A full list 
of the citations issued by county is included in Appendix D of this report.  
 
Dogs Seized and Impounded and Total Related Reimbursements  
In Pennsylvania, the Bureau of Dog Law Enforcement plays a critical role in managing stray 
dogs. Currently, there is a provision setting holding and disposing fees for these dogs at $30 
per dog by Section 25.1 of the Dog Law regulations. The bureau forwards this amount to the 
local entity that receives the stray once it is picked up. Statewide payments for stray dogs 
were $417,570 in 2010 for 13,919 dogs. This data can be found in Appendix E of this report. 
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Payments made from the Dog Law Restricted Account  
The Bureau of Dog Law Enforcement revenue and expenses, pursuant to Section 1001 of the 
Dog Law, are handled as a restricted fund.  Information is provided below on 2010 Bureau 
financials, and a detailed financial statement is included in Appendix F of this report. 

 
Licensing Fees 
In 2010, $6,238,973 was collected in licensing fees.  This number consists of individual dog 
licenses, kennel licenses and out-of-state dealer licenses. A chart is included below showing 
the total contribution from each license segment.  

Out-of-State
Dealers

Licenses

Kennel Licenses

 
In addition to the money generated through licensing, the bureau received income from 
fines and penalties (The amount the bureau receives is capped at approximately $70,000 
by Act 64 of 1987.  Gross revenue from this source in 2010 was $319,559.) and $91,894 
from miscellaneous fees. Interest earned on the existing balance in the fund is typically an 
income item; it was $429,360 in 2009 and $1,022,118 in 2007. In 2010 interest for the 
fund was negative, -$22,158, and reduced rather than increased the fund.  
 
Dog Law Restricted Fund Payments 
Payments are made from the Dog Law Restricted Fund as a part of normal operating 
procedure, covering the costs of bureau staff, operating expenses, equipment and fixed 
assets and facility reimbursement grants given to entities such as humane societies that 
shelter and sometimes pick up stray dogs.  The payments from the Dog Law Restricted 
Fund in 2010 were: 

 
$5,529,244 Personnel costs 
$1,025,045  Interfund reimbursements (representing a 13 percent 

administrative billing to all restricted funds) - $411,000 paid 
3/2/2010 for FY 2009-2010 and $611,000 paid 11/30/10 for 
FY 2010-2011 

$4,000,000 Transfer to General Fund authorized by SB 850, the 2009-10 
bridge budget bill; transfer occurred 6/2/10 

$2,137,500 Operating expenses (including $417,570 holding and 
disposing fees for stray dogs) 

$0 Fixed assets (no vehicles purchased in 2010) 
$638,458 Grants to and animal control contracts with shelters 
$22,595 Carbon County animal control contract 
$32,336 Domestic animal damage claims caused by coyotes and dogs 
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The ending balance of the fund on Dec. 31, 2010 was $4,536,202, down from 
$11,612,671 on Dec. 31, 2009 and $12,840,976 on Dec. 31, 2008. 
 

 
Domestic Animal Damage Claims 
The Bureau of Dog Law Enforcement pays claims for damage to domestic animals. In 
2010, these expenses were $23,435 for damages done by coyotes (Act 119 of 2008 
increased this damage cap from $20,000 to $75,000 and provides that claims exceeding 
the cap roll over to be paid the following year), and $8,901 for damages by dogs (there is 
no cap for this payout). In 2010, there were 114 coyote claims and 45 dog claims, for a 
total payout of $32,336. This information is found in Appendix G of this report. 
 
Recommendations for 2011 
 
The Department of Agriculture Bureau of Dog Law Enforcement, as part of a multi-faceted 
initiative begun in 2006, has made strides in enforcement, staff and training 
enhancement, outreach, improvement of the law governing its activities, and 
implementation of that law. Securing the bureau’s financial future will be a focus for 2011 
through increased dog license sales. Enforcement, professionalization of the bureau and 
outreach are areas where focus must be maintained for future years.  
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