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NOTICES 

 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

 

Interstate Quarantine Order; Neurologic Form of Equine Herpes Virus; 

Restriction of Movement and Documentation Requirements 

Recitals.  

 

   A. Neurologic Form of Equine Herpes Virus (EHV-1), also called Equine Herpesvirus 

Myeloencephalopathy (EHM) is a designated ''dangerous transmissible disease'' of animals under 

the provisions in the Domestic Animal Law (3 Pa.C.S.A. §§ 2301—2389), at 3 Pa.C.S.A. § 

2321(d).  EHV-1 is a highly contagious virus that is ubiquitous in horse populations worldwide.  

Outbreaks with specific strains of EHV-1 infection result in the neurologic disease EHM. 

Clinical signs vary from mild incoordination and caudal paresis to severe caudal paralysis with 

recumbency, loss of bladder and tail function, and loss of skin sensation in the perineal and 

inguinal areas. In exceptional cases, the paralysis may progress to quadriplegia and death. 

Prognosis depends on severity of signs and the period of recumbency. 

 

   B. Transmission of EHV-1 occurs by direct or indirect contact with infective nasal discharges, 

aborted fetuses, placentas, or placental fluids. Transmission can occur by means of coughing or 

sneezing over a distance of up to 35 feet, as well as by direct contact with infected horses, feed 

and equipment. 

 

   C. There is currently no known method to reliably prevent EHM. Sound management 

practices, including isolation, are important to reduce the risk of infection with EHV-1. 

Maintaining appropriate vaccination protocols may also be prudent in an attempt to reduce the 

incidence of the respiratory form of EHV-1 infection, which may reduce the incidence of the 

neurologic form. 

 

   D. EHM is of concern to the entire Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (Commonwealth) equine 

industry and all horse owners, as all horses are susceptible.   

 

   E. The Department has established regulations, at Title 7 of the Pennsylvania Code, related to 

the importation of domestic animals into the Commonwealth, including the importation of 

equidae (7 Pa.Code §§ 3.3, 3.4 and 3.105).  

 

   F. The regulations at Title 7, section 3.3 (relating to requirements for importation) establish, in 

pertinent part, “An animal…affected with or recently exposed to infectious, contagious or 

parasitic diseases may not be imported into this Commonwealth until a permit for the 

importation is obtained from the Department.” (7 Pa.Code § 3.3(a)) 

 

   G. The regulations at Title 7, section 3.4 (relating to health certificate for imported animals) 

establish, in pertinent part, “(a) Contents of interstate health certificates shall be as follows:…(6) 

Herd health status of herd of origin when required. (7) Dated and signed statement by an 

accredited veterinarian of the state of origin that, upon physical examination, the animals are free 
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from evidence of an infectious, contagious or parasitic disease and have not recently been 

exposed to the disease.” (7 Pa.Code § 3.4(a)(6) and (7)) 

 

   H. The Department, under the provisions set forth at section 2329 of the Domestic Animal Law 

(3 Pa.C.S.A. §2329(b)) (relating to type and duration) has the authority to establish three 

different types of quarantine orders—Interstate and International, General, and Special.  

 

   I. The Department may establish a Quarantine Order, ''Whenever a dangerous transmissible 

disease. . .exists anywhere within or outside of this Commonwealth, or whenever it is deemed 

advisable to test or treat any domestic animal upon the reasonable suspicion that it has contracted 

or been exposed to a dangerous transmissible disease. . .or whenever the testing or treatment of a 

domestic animal indicates that the domestic animal has been exposed to a dangerous 

transmissible disease. . .so as to render future accurate testing for recent exposure of that 

domestic animal to that dangerous transmissible disease. . .impractical or impossible, the 

department shall have the power to establish and enforce quarantines of any such infected, 

exposed, contaminated, suspected or susceptible domestic animal. In addition, to the 

aforedescribed domestic animals, a quarantine may apply to any goods, products, facilities, 

containers, vehicles or materials that may carry dangerous transmissible disease…and may be 

applied on or in or against any premises, area or locality as defined in this chapter.'' (3 Pa.C.S.A. 

§2329(a)). 

 

   J. The Department may establish and enforce an Interstate or International quarantine, 

“…against any place or places outside this Commonwealth for any of the reasons set forth in 

subsection (a) or where dangerous transmissible diseases or hazardous substances are reported to 

exist. An interstate or international quarantine order may prohibit the bringing of any domestic 

animals, conveyances, containers, goods, products or materials into this Commonwealth except 

in accordance with the requirements set forth in the quarantine order. The order may require the 

quarantine, testing, treatment, killing or other disposition of any domestic animal brought into 

this Commonwealth in violation of the order and may require the quarantine, disinfection or 

destruction of goods, products, conveyances, materials or containers brought into this 

Commonwealth in violation of the order. The order may also require that a person importing 

domestic animals in violation of the order bear the expenses of postentry requirements of this 

chapter.” (3 Pa.C.S.A. §2329(c)).  

 

Order. 

 

   With the foregoing recitals incorporated into this Order by reference, the Pennsylvania 

Department of Agriculture under authority of the Domestic Animal Law, at 3 Pa.C.S.A. §2329(c) 

and §1702 of the Administrative Code of 1929 (71 P.S. §442), hereby establishes an Interstate 

Order of Quarantine (Order) related to the dangerous transmissible disease Neurologic Form of 

Equine Herpes Virus (EHV-1), also called Equine Herpesvirus Myeloencephalopathy (EHM) 

and with respect to health requirements for equids entering the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  

Compliance and assurance of compliance with the provisions and terms of this Order shall be the 

responsibility of all persons, individuals, businesses, and entities subject to its terms. It shall be 

unlawful for any person to violate any provision or term of this Order or any other standards 
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established at section 2329(f) (related to violations of quarantine) of the Domestic Animal Law 

(3 Pa.C.S.A. § 2329(f)).  The terms of this Order are as follows: 

 

   I. Quarantine Area. This Order is applicable to all states, commonwealths and territories of the 

United States of America where EHM is known or suspected to be present. 

 

   II. General Provisions. 

 

      a. All Interstate Certifications of Veterinary Inspection, Certifications of Veterinary 

Inspection and Interstate Health Records (collectively ICVI) for equidae to be imported into the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania shall, in addition to all other required information include the 

following:  

 

         1. An attestation that each equine listed on the ICVI has not originated from a premises 

currently under quarantine for EHM or from a state or area wherein a state or Federal quarantine 

for EHM has been established.  

 

         2. An attestation that each equine listed on the ICVI have not originated from a herd or 

premises where EHM was confirmed, or clinical signs of EHM were present.  

 

         3. An attestation that each equine listed on the ICVI has no known exposure to EHM and 

has not been present at a fair, show, or other event where EHM has been confirmed or suspected 

in the last 30 days prior to shipment. 

 

 4.  An attestation that each equine listed on the ICVI has been examined for and does not 

exhibit any clinical signs of EHM.  

 

 5. An attestation that each equine listed on the ICVI does not have a body temperature 

above 101.5 degrees Fahrenheit. 

 

      b. All equidae being brought into the Commonwealth shall meet all other import 

requirements established under the Department’s regulations at Title 7 of the Pennsylvania 

Code (accessible through the following web site address: www.pacode.com), the 2010 Interstate 

Quarantine Order; Equine Piroplasmosis [40 Pa.B.3966], and the 2024 Interstate Quarantine 

Order; Equine Infectious Anemia [54 Pa.B. 4002].   

 

      c. Any out of state equid imported into the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in violation of 

any of the provisions in this Order shall be returned to the state, commonwealth, or territory of 

origin and shall not be allowed access to the Commonwealth for any purpose including but not 

limited to exhibition, show, sale, lease, barter, exchange, or transfer through commerce, until the 

animal meets the import requirements of this Commonwealth.  If the equid cannot immediately 

be returned to the state, commonwealth, or territory of origin, the Department shall be notified, 

and the animal shall be quarantined at a Department-approved quarantine facility until return to 

origin, until all import requirements are met, or until the animal is euthanized. The foregoing 

options are at the owner’s expense.   

 

http://www.pacode.com/
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   III. Criminal and civil penalties. The Department may impose those criminal and civil 

penalties specifically established at section 2383 of the Domestic Animal Law (3 Pa.C.S.A. § 

2383) for any violation of the provisions of this Order. 

 

   IV. Civil remedy. In addition to any other action or remedy sought, the Department may seek 

any civil remedy, as specifically established at section 2386 of the Domestic Animal Law (3 

Pa.C.S.A. § 2386), for any violation of the provisions of this Order. 

 

   V. This Order shall not be construed as limiting the Department's authority to establish 

additional requirements for equids entering the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania or to limit any 

authority the Department possesses under the Domestic Animal Law or any other Act or Law 

administered by the Department. 

 

   VI. This Order is effective immediately upon signature of the Secretary and will expire on 

February 28, 2026. 

 

   VII. Contact information.  Questions regarding this Order may be directed to the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture Bureau of Animal Health, 2301 

North Cameron Street, Harrisburg, PA 17110 or by telephone at 717-772-2852, or email at RA-

ahds@pa.gov. 

 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

RUSSELL C. REDDING,  

Secretary 

 

__December 8, 2025_____________ 

Date 


