Pennsylvania
Department of Agriculture

Bureau of Animal Health and Diagnostic Services

September 25, 2025
Dear Pennsylvania Cervid Producer:

| want to take this opportunity to tell you about reimbursement funds available to white-tailed deer producers
to genetically improve their herds to reduce the herd’s susceptibility to Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD).
Pennsylvania was awarded a Cooperative Agreement from the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)
for fiscal year 2025 entitled Pennsylvania Captive Cervid Herd Management Plan Utilizing Predictive Genetics.
This Cooperative Agreement provides funds to reimburse white-tailed deer producers for expenses associated
with Genomically Estimated Breeding Value (GEBV) testing and other eligible expenses. The Cooperative
Agreement period will run from September 30, 2025, through September 29, 2026.

e From September 30, 2025, until January 1, 2026, only Herd Certification Program (HCP) white-tailed
deer producers will be eligible for reimbursement.

e After January 1, 2026, any remaining funds will be available to Herd Monitored Program (HMP) white-
tailed deer producers.

e Producers will be eligible for reimbursement of 100% of genetic testing fees at the North American Deer
Registry (NADR) and/or 50% of the cost for items such as semen/embryos from good scoring deer,
artificial insemination or embryo transfer equipment or supplies, or ear punch and/or tissue tubes for
collecting samples for GEBV testing.

e A maximum of two reimbursement requests can be submitted totaling not more than $2500 per
producer.

e Forinformation on the GEBV testing through North American Deer Registry, visit
https://nadeerregistry.com or call (405) 513-7228.

e To qualify for reimbursement of expenses the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture (PDA) must
receive the completed PDA Predictive Genetic Reimbursement Certification Form (included with this
letter) and copies of the receipts for all eligible expenses.

e Submissions can be emailed to RA-AG-GEBV@pa.gov or mailed to Attn: Dawn Dilling, Bureau of Animal
Health, 2301 North Cameron Street, Harrisburg, PA 17110.

e Each request for reimbursement will be reviewed in the order in which it was received.

Additional questions about this Cooperative Agreement should be directed to Dawn Dilling, Cervid Health
Program Specialist, at ddilling@pa.gov or 717-443-1183.

Sincerely,

@m@ﬂ. }SMQLQJX

Dawn M. Dilling, CVT

Cervid Health Program Specialist
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