
Type of Protection 
Order 

Length of 
Temporary Order 

Who Serves the 
Temporary Order 

Final Order 
Hearing  

Protection from 
Abuse Order 
(“PFAO”)  
23 Pa.C.S. § 6101 

Pursue if abuser is: 
An intimate partner 
or family member of 
the victim. 

Remains in effect 
until modified or 
terminated by the 
court after notice and 
hearing. 23 Pa.C.S. § 
6107(b)(2) 

An adult individual, 
sheriff, or another 
court-designated 
agency or individual. 
23 Pa.C.S. § 
6106(e) - (f) 

Scheduled 
within 10 
business days 
of filing petition. 
23 Pa.C.S.  
§6107(a)

Emergency Order: 
Until the end of the 
next business day. 
23 Pa.C.S. § 6110 
(b) 

Petitioner must apply 
for temporary 
protection order 
during court’s normal 
business hours to 
continue 
proceedings. 

Protection from 
Intimidation Order 
(“PFIO”) 
42 Pa.C.S. § 62A01 

Minor victims only* 

Pursue if abuser is: 
An adult (18+) 
stranger or 
acquaintance of the 
minor victim. 

Remains in effect 
until modified or 
terminated by the 
court after notice and 
hearing. 42 Pa. 
C.A.S. § 62A06 (b)

Sheriff or another 
court-designated 
agency or individual. 
Petitioner shall not 
be obligated to 
serve. 42 Pa. C.A.S. 
§ 62A05 (d)(1)

Scheduled 
within 10 
business days 
of filing petition 
42 Pa. C.A.S. § 
62A06 (a) 

Emergency Order: 
Until the end of the 
next business day. 
42 Pa. C.A.S. § 
62A09(b)  

Petitioner must apply 
for temporary 
protection order 
during court’s normal 
business hours to 
continue 
proceedings. 
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Sexual Violence 
Protection Order 
(“SVPO”) 
42 Pa.C.S. § 62A01 

Pursue if abuser is: 
A stranger, a co-
worker, or 
acquaintance of the 
victim.   

Remains in effect 
until modified or 
terminated by the 
court after notice and 
hearing. 42 Pa. 
C.A.S. § 62A06 (b)

Sheriff or another 
court-designated 
agency or individual. 
Petitioner shall not 
be obligated to 
serve. 42 Pa. C.A.S. 
§ 62A05 (d)(1)

Scheduled 
within 10 
business days 
of filing petition. 
42 Pa. C.A.S. § 
62A06 (a) 

Emergency Order: 
Until the end of the 
next business day. 
42 Pa. C.A.S. § 
62A09(b)  

Petitioner must apply 
for temporary 
protection order 
during court’s normal 
business hours to 
continue 
proceedings. 




