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Chief Charles T. Streighti˪
Huntingdon Borough Police Department
● Huntingdon Area School District - Graduate
● Penn State University - B.A. Administration of Justice
● University of Maryland - Maryland Police Corps
● 23 year career in Law Enforcement
● 2001-2007 Hagerstown City Police Department

➢ Patrol
➢ Bike Unit
➢ Street Crimes Unit (Narcotics, Prostitution & Gangs)

● 2007-Present Huntingdon Borough Police Department
➢ Took over as Criminal Investigator in 2011
➢ Established Sexual Assault Response Protocol for Huntingdon County 

(S.A.R.T)
➢ Child Forensic Interviewer
➢ Community Outreach (Coffee with a Cop, National Night Out, training, 

etc.)
➢ Named Chief of Police in 2021
➢ SCA: Juniata Valley Tri-County Drug & Alcohol Commission 

Board of Directors
➢ Criminal Justice Training Center - IUP: Advisory Board
➢ 2023 Recipient: Blue Ribbon Champion for Safe Kids
➢ 2024 John A. Zottola Mental Health and Justice Award
➢ HEALPA - Police and Community Subcommittee
➢ The Abuse Network - Board of Directors

H.E.A.R.T   Co-Founder



Kristen C. Streighti˪
Mount Union Area School District

● Huntingdon Area School District - Graduate
● Shippensburg University - B.S. Elementary Education

➢ Concentration: Reading
● Penn State University - M. Ed. Curriculum & Instruction

➢ Concentration: Literacy & Language Education 
● Shippensburg University - M. Ed. Leadership
● 26 year career in Public Education
● 1998 - 2023:  Huntingdon Area School District

➢ Elementary Teacher (1998 - 2009)
■ Grades 1, 2, & 3

➢ Middle School Teacher (2009 - 2021)
■ 6th Grade ELA, Reading & Social Studies

➢ High School Assistant Principal (2021- 2023)
■ Truancy Officer
■ Disciplinarian 
■ SAP Team Member/PBIS/MTSS

● 2023 - Present: Mount Union Area School District
➢ Director of Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment
➢ District Safety & Security Coordinator

H.E.A.R.T   Co-Founder



Kelvin Abrasho˪
Huntingdon County Children’s Services

● Mount Union Area School District – Graduate

● Juniata College – B.A. Environmental Studies and Economics

● 9-year career in Social Work

● 2016-2022 Raystown Developmental Services 
➢ Family Group Decision Making Coordinator 
➢ Family Services Supervisor (FGDM, IL, Parenting)
➢ 2020 Social Worker of the Year

● 2022-Present Huntingdon County Children’s Services
➢ Administrator 
➢ SCA: Tri-County Drug and Alcohol Commission Board of 

Directors 
➢ Vice Chair Huntingdon County CJAB
➢ Huntingdon County Opioid Council Advisory Member 
➢ Pennsylvania Aging and Youth Committee Senate 

Testifier- April 2024
➢ Foundations of Leadership

H.E.A.R.T   Advisory Board



Huntingdon County Endangered & At-Risk 
Youth Response Team

H.E.A.R.T

Learning Objectives ➢ Identify key stakeholders and partners needed to develop 
Huntingdon Endangered/At-Risk Youth Response Team

➢ Describe how to engage stakeholders and partners in sharing 
valuable information and data in a collaborative effort to reduce 
barriers and increase services to children and families

➢ Explain how working in conjunction with local partners can better 
assist and provide resources to children and families, while also 
addressing concerns of key stakeholders.

➢ Explain how youth identified by H.E.AR.T  would normally slip 
through the system of SAP, CYS Referral, school threat 
assessments, and support services.

For more info:
huntingdonpdcstreightiff@gmail.com



VISION
STATEMENT



VISION STATEMENT

Every child in Huntingdon County should have the opportunity to experience a safe and 
healthy childhood free from exposures to illegal substance abuse and influence, child 
abuse and neglect, and unnecessary trauma; while also being supported in areas of 
trauma- informed care, mental health, and other environmental influences.

H.E.A.R.T



MISSION
STATEMENT



MISSION STATEMENT

Create an early warning “handle with care” alert between Law Enforcement, Children and 
Youth Services, and local school districts to provide timely and valuable information about 
concerned youth that otherwise would go undetected and unreported.  

H.E.A.R.T



Multidisciplinary Approach
No single entity can effectively or 
efficiently address the dilemma of 
endangered/at-risk children.

HANDLE WITH CARE  “HWC”
“Our goal is to collaboratively 

combine the expertise and 
resources of multiple professionals, 

agencies, and communities to 
improve interventions for children 

and families.”



Using the CAC/MDT FORMAT
“A CAC is a place…and a process”

● CACs intervene to stop abuse when it happens. 
This is why the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services considers CACs to be Level 1 
emergency responders. The priority of any CAC 
is the immediate safety of children, as well as 
their ongoing health and well-being.

● A Children’s Advocacy Center (CAC) is a 
child-friendly place where a multidisciplinary 
team (MDT) of professionals—including child 
protective services caseworkers, police, forensic 
interviewers, victim or family advocates, 
prosecutors, and medical and mental health 
professionals—work together to provide a 
child-focused, trauma-informed response to 
allegations of child sexual and physical abuse.



STAKEHOLDERS

Local School Districts
Charters

Private/Religious Based

Police
Juvenile Probation
District Attorney

County Agency

Service Providers

Law  Enforcement Children’s Services

School Districts/Charters
Mental Health

Victim/Family Advocate
Drug & Alcohol Preventionist



Why are we here………

● The KIDS!
● Provide a safe and supportive 

environment, while providing the 
opportunity for the children to 
succeed both academically and in 
life.

● Reducing trauma 
(Trauma-Informed)

● Diversion from Criminal Justice 
System “Turning the tide” and 
breaking the cycle

● Provide treatment/services sooner
● Being Proactive - Not Reactive
● Continuing Education & Awareness



Supporters & Partners





MANDATED REPORTERS
IN SCHOOL SETTING

#1 sOURCE













THE PREVIOUS STATISTICS WERE representative of 
PENNSYLVANIA only

HOW MANY ARE NOT REPORTED????

h.E.A.R.T  can help identify 
those that choose 

not to talk  
“nonverbal behaviors”



Why H.E.A.R.T

CURRENT SITUATION
Only youth identified by 

MTSS, SAP, and/or school 
staff are receiving additional 

supports and/or care.

ALERT Issued
School Districts do not readily receive information from outside sources 

concerning their students.  Information that may help identify 
endangered/at-risk youth, and lead to further assistance and services.

H.E.A.R.T would address the large demographic of students that should 
be “handled with care” and provide school staff valuable information in 

explaining behavior, discipline and academic changes.

ALERT Issued “Handle with Care” 
Received

Addition of “Handle with Care” Alert 

Law 
Enforcement

HCCS/
Juv. Prob School Districts



CHILDREN’S SERVICESLAW ENFORCEMENT JUVENILE PROBATION

IDENTIFIED STAFF

SCHOOL DISTRICT LIAISON

ADMINISTRATOR OF CONCERN

SERVICE PROVIDER

H.E.A.R.T.   
COORDINATOR

H.E.A.R.T  Process Chart

“HANDLE WITH CARE”
ALERT

Day Received or Prior to Start of 
Next School Day

 
NO ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

No questions asked - “Handle With Care”

School Districts can 
reverse flow of 

information to initiate 
contact with referring 

agency.  

TRAUMA INFORMED



“Handle with Care”
Alert

Notification from law 
enforcement arrives at the 
school prior to start of the 

next school day  

A school will create a 
process to “triage” a 
“Handle with Care” 

Alert 

The process will involve a designated staffer 
(liaison) who, on an as needed basis, will notify 
building administrator(s)/staff with educational 

interest to observe the student’s 
behavior/learning and be prepared to provide 

trauma sensitive support as needed.  



H.E.A.R.T QR Code for 
Notifications



H.E.A.R.T

QR Referral

Law 
Enforcement/
Juv. Probation

Children 
Services/

Mental Health



Mount Union 
Area

School District
“Handle With Care” 

Alert



“Handle With Care” Alert
A notification is being sent to you because one or more of your students was exposed to a 

potentially traumatic event resulting in first responders involvement.  This youth has been identified 
as endangered and/or at-risk.  We do not have the details of the event.  

This notification is meant to purely be a heads up.

Here are some helpful tips on “what to do” and “what not to do”

● Observe
● Watch for signs of traumatic stress 

(crying, anger, withdrawal)
● Look for ways to provide 

additional/different support than usual
● If the student is exhibiting changes that 

seem out of the ordinary for them, refer 
to school counselor/social worker

● Utilize trauma-sensitive strategies when 
interacting with the student 

● Trauma Informed Approach

● Don’t ask the student what happened
● Don’t press the student for more 

information
● Don’t draw attention to the student
● Don’t call the student’s home
● Don’t spread information about the 

student’s situation



Reducing Trauma
Notification does not 
go in child’s student 

record   

IT DOES NOT MEAN 
YOU APPROACH 

THE CHILD!!   

h.e.a
.r.t

Huntingdon County 
Endangered & At-Risk Youth Response Team



H.E.A.R.T  Huntingdon County Endangered & At-Risk Youth Response Team  

Putting the pieces of the puzzle together to create 
the 

“whole picture”

Together we have the potential to prevent these 
situations and provide intervention services earlier 

for a greater demographic of youth.



A PICTURE IS WORTH A 
THOUSAND WORDS…

Look for the cues!!!



These could be “Clues” and/or “Keys” to 
understanding what is happening with our 
children.

We need to look through a different set of 
lenses, and acknowledge that a child’s 
behavior may require something other than 
discipline.  These behaviors may be a cry 
for help! 

Labeled “Problem Child” 
Academic Performance

● Drop in grades
● Truancy

Lack of Control
● Outburst
● Difficulty in managing emotions
● “Retreating”
● Change in personal appearance/character

Social/Community Interaction
● Withdrawn
● Change in “group”
● Relationship issues



H.E.A.R.T ADvisory Board 

HPD
Chief of Police &

Coordinator of HEART  
Charles T. Streightiff

HCCS
Dir. Kelvin Abrashoff
Other assigned staff

Potential Future Partners

HASD
Superintendent 

Jennifer Mitchell
H.e.a.r.t  Liaison 

Tim Snare

MUASD
Superintendent 
Dr. Amy J. Smith

H.E.A.R.T  Liaison  
Kristen Streightiff

Mount Union Police
Sgt.

Justin Inch

TIU11
New Day
Fred Foster

H.E.A.R.T  Liaison
Jenna Morgan

HCSD
Sheriff Jeff 

Leonard



ECHO UNIT

Criminal Investigation Child/Family History
Past/Current Involvement

Mental Health

Law Enforcement Children Services

Past Delinquency Agreed upon release of 
information

Juvenile Probation

H.e.a.r.t

In the process of formulating and planning
This would be for youth identified in criminal acts

ECHO: Endangered Children of Huntingdon Options
A Multi-Disciplinary Team (MDT) to apply all resources in a single deployment for diversion 

(when possible) from the Juvenile Justice System 



Future Projects……………

Agreements to be signed between:
H.E.A.R.T

Law Enforcement
Schools

Service Providers

- Center and App Based -
 Youth can elect to connect with a 
stakeholder and/or peer resource

INCORPORATIONMOU AGREEMENTS

Youth Resource Portal

Beginning stages of 501(c)3
● Grant Funding
● Expansion
● Training 
● Promotional Material
● State Acceptance - Standard



H.E.A.R.T

DATA 
2023/2024



SECONDARY 
TRAUMATIC STRESS

&
VICARIOUS TRAUMA 



THINGS TO THINK ABOUT

According to the CDC, half of 
the children in US have suffered 
trauma

01 STATISTICS

It is “Indirect” Trauma that can 
occur when we are exposed to 
difficult or disturbing images 
and stories second-hand.

02 WHAT IS STS/VT

Anyone is at risk, based on 
exposure to individuals who 
have had sustained a “direct” 
traumatic event(s)

03 RISK FACTORS

There is no one method works 
for all approach

04 TREATMENTS

Front line responders for crimes 
against children.

05 WHY MANDATED REPORTERS

Know the signs in yourself and 
others.  
Be supportive and “Check In”

06 HOW TO HELP



TIME TO UNDERSTAND 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wOt2cFPQpV0


Let’s Get 
Personal!

My story…………………………………….



Q/A 

H.E.A.R.T 

Huntingdon County Endangered & At-Risk Youth Response Team

Together we can make an impact



Charles T. Streightiff
Chief of Police 

Contact
Huntingdon Borough Police Department

530 Washington Street
Huntingdon, PA  16652

huntingdonpdcstreightiff@gmail.com
814-599-8080

huntingdonboro.com

Kristen C. Streightiff
Dir. of Curriculum - MUASD

FOUNDERS

H.E.A.R.T  Huntingdon County Endangered & At-Risk Youth Response 
Team  

Dedicated to the youth of Huntingdon County


