School Safety and Security Committee

Statewide Building Opportunities for Out-of-School Time (BOOST)

Fiscal Year 2025-26 Solicitation

Please Note: Applications are only accepted through PCCD’s Egrants system. Applicants
must register in Egrants prior to submitting an application. Applicants are strongly encouraged
to familiarize themselves with the Egrants system and allow adequate time to prepare and
submit an application.

Prior to starting an application in Egrants, your agency must be registered in
Egrants, and at least two individuals from your agency must register as Egrants
users and have Egrants user roles for your agency.

Every agency must also have at least one person with the e-signature role in
Egrants.

Please refer to the Getting Started in Egrants page on our website for Egrants
registration information and guides.

Release Date:
December 10, 2025

Egrants Application Deadline:
January 26, 2026

This funding guideline contains information not appearing in the Egrants application. Applicants
are advised to review this document and refer to it while completing your Egrants application.

PCCD staff may only respond to questions to clarify the funding announcement. Questions must
be sent via email to: ra-cd-vipgrants@pa.gov with “Statewide BOOST” in the subject line. All
questions regarding this funding announcement must be received by close of business on Friday,
January 23, 2026. PCCD staff will post responses to questions, as they are received, on PCCD’s
website. Select the appropriate funding announcement to view questions and answers.

For any technical or system questions, contact and ask for the Egrants Help Desk at
(717) 787-5887 or (800) 692-7292, or by emailing RA-eGrantsSupport@pa.gov.
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PENNSYLVANIA COMMISSION ON CRIME AND DELINQUENCY
School Safety and Security Committee

Funding Announcement Title: FY25-26 Statewide Building Opportunities for Out-of-School
Time (BOOST)
Submission Requirements for Applications:
e Scoring - All applications received will be competitively reviewed and scored based on the

applicant’s adherence to the funding announcement guidelines and timely submission in the
PCCD Egrants system.

e Due Date - Applications must be submitted electronically through PCCD’s Egrants system
no later than 11:59 PM on Monday, January 26, 2026.

e Technical Assistance - Grant application and administrative guides can be accessed on
PCCD’s website. Applicants are strongly encouraged to review the application and
administrative guides before calling the Egrants Help Desk for assistance. The Egrants
Help Desk is available to assist with technical or system questions Monday through Friday,
8:00 AM to 4:00 PM, and may be reached by calling (717) 787-5887 or (800) 692-7292, or
by emailing RA-eGrantsSupport@pa.gov.

¢ Administrative Rejection - An application that does not meet all the listed requirements
in this funding announcement may be administratively rejected.

e Corrections - If PCCD returns an application for corrections, the final application
(including all corrections and required documents) must be returned to and approved by
PCCD for the requested funding to be awarded.

¢ Non-supplantation - Funding must not be used to supplant/replace state, federal, or
local funds that would otherwise be available to provide for program-related services.
PCCD funding is to be used in addition to other funds that are made available for services.
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PENNSYLVANIA COMMISSION ON CRIME AND DELINQUENCY
Office of Research, Evaluation, & Strategic Policy Development

1. Overview:

The Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency (PCCD) is now accepting
applications for funding under the FY25-26 Statewide Building Opportunities through Out-
of-School Time (BOOST) funding announcement for statewide youth-serving nonprofit
organizations with 501(c)(4) status.

Please Note: This Egrants solicitation is only open to statewide youth-serving nonprofit
organizations with a 501(c)(4) status. Please utilize this link to be directed to the FY25-26
VIP + BOOST solicitation for community organizations with 501(c)(3) status and other
eligible applicants.

The primary purpose of the BOOST grant program is to expand out-of-school time (OST)
structured programming opportunities for at-risk school-age youth. For purposes of this
solicitation, “out-of-school time programming” is defined as structured programs or
activities with engaged mentors and evidence-based or evidence-informed practices
provided to school-age youth before school, after school, or during the summer to improve
social, emotional, academic, or career readiness; prevent and reduce teenage pregnancies;
reduce negative behaviors; provide safe out-of-school environments; engage in career
exploration or formal or informal work-based learning; or promote any other activity
approved by the School Safety and Security Committee. The term does not include
instructional services provided by school entity employees, or programming that satisfies
compulsory education requirements or results in academic credit for students. Additionally,
for the purpose of this funding announcement, “at-risk youth” is defined as school-age
youth! who are at an educational disadvantage because of limited English proficiency,
poverty, homelessness, foster care, housing instability, academic difficulties, or economic
disadvantage.

The School Safety and Security Committee (SSSC), which is responsible for the oversight
of VIP and BOOST funding, approved the FY25-26 VIP and BOOST Grants Funding
framework on December 10, 2025.

Priority consideration will be given to proposed projects/eligible applicants:
e Serving areas of highest need (e.g., serving areas with highest-levels of
violence/homicides, those serving highest-levels of at-risk youth);
e Who have not previously received funding from PCCD or another state agency (e.g.,
PDE) to support similar project activities; and/or
e Who have a prior BOOST or VIP project with a successful implementation track
record whose current awards have ended, or are ending, as of June 30, 2026.

2. Funding Availability:

A total of at least $11.5 million in state VIP funding is reserved for BOOST grants including
both statewide and non-statewide projects. PCCD expects to fund grants under this
statewide solicitation with budgets not to exceed $900,000 over the 3-year project period.
A statewide youth-serving organization must apply, at a minimum, for funding on behalf of
at least three subrecipients (e.g., community-based member nonprofit organizations)
providing out-of-school programming serving at-risk youth. The maximum per subrecipient
is $150,000.

! Ages 5-18 years old.
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There is no match requirement under this solicitation.

Statewide BOOST applicants will be responsible for the performance of all subrecipients for
the duration of the project period, including ensuring compliance with all program and fiscal
reporting, monitoring, and other requirements.

PCCD is not liable for costs incurred prior to the official start date of the award.

3. Project Dates:

Applications approved at the Spring 2026 (TBD) School Safety and Security Committee
meeting will be 36-month projects and have a start date of March 1, 2026 and an end date
of April 30, 2029.

4. Eligible Applicants:

Eligibility for these funds is ONLY open to statewide youth-serving nonprofits with a
501(c)(4) designation status.

Please Note: Community-based nonprofit organizations, school districts, area career and
technical centers, and libraries are eligible under a separate FY25-26 VIP + BOOST funding
solicitation utilizing a SurveyMonkey online application form. The funding announcement
information for non-statewide youth-serving organizations can be found at this link.

Organizations which are a local member/affiliate of a statewide youth-serving nonprofit are
eligible to apply under the FY25-26 VIP + BOOST funding solicitation in SurveyMonkey
unless that local organization is included as a subrecipient in the statewide
application. In other words, if the statewide youth-serving nonprofit includes a local
organization/member/affiliate as a subrecipient for funds through the statewide application,
the local organization cannot apply separately under the FY25-26 VIP + BOOST funding
solicitation. PCCD strongly encourages organizations meeting this criteria to carefully
review both funding announcements, coordinate applications, and not submit duplicative
funding requests as these are competitive solicitations.

Applicants must be in good standing with PCCD to be eligible for these funds.? The
applicant and recipient agencies’ historical success in implementing PCCD-funded
programs/initiatives that met their intended goals will be considered in the review process.
Applicants are not required to have a prior funding history with PCCD to be eligible.

5. Eligible Program Activities and Expenses:

Funds for the proposed program may be used to support upstream prevention initiatives
focused on school-age youth who are at risk, such as mentoring and OST programs.

Generally, BOOST grants can support expenses associated with direct project activities,
including program implementation, including the following allowable activities and
expenses:

e Salaries and benefits for personnel (full- or part-time), including overtime;

e Contractors/consultants;

e Supplies and equipment;

2 This may include, but is not limited to, compliance with PCCD program and fiscal reporting requirements, State and
Federal funding guidelines, and acceptable risk rating as determined by PCCD.
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e Travel (including training);

e Technical assistance;?

o Costs associated with referring program participants to community-based service
providers and programs (including meals, incentives, and/or stipends);* and

e Other activities and expenses necessary to meet the needs of programs and
participants, including costs associated with grant award management® and capacity
building.

All expenses must be described in the Justification box located in the Egrants Budget Detail
section. PCCD has approval of all final budgets and may require budget adjustments.

Please Note: Indirect costs may not exceed 15% of modified total direct costs (MTDC).
MTDC is defined in page 27 of PCCD’s Applicant’s Manual.

6. Ineligible Program Activities and Expenses:

The following items are not eligible for funding and shall be administratively rejected:
e Physical security/infrastructure costs (e.g., security cameras, building

modifications, other “hardening strategies);

Construction;

Land acquisition;

Lobbying and political contributions;

Honoraria or bonuses;

Vehicle purchases; and/or

Any expenses that fall significantly outside of the scope the funding

announcement.

PCCD reserves the right to require that approved BOOST applicants remove items from the
project’s proposed budget that are deemed ineligible.

Funding cannot be used for costs incurred prior to the official start date of the award.

7. Required Egrants Sections/Documents:

a. Required Egrants Sections - All sections identified in Egrants are required. Applicants
will not be able to submit their grant application in Egrants until all sections
are marked as complete.

3 All BOOST grant recipients are eligible to request and receive no-cost technical assistance supports through PCCD’s
VIP technical Assistance provider.

4 pCccD recognized that offering meals, incentives, and participant supports can help increase participation among
clients/individuals engaged in services. Therefore, VIP funds may be used to purchase meals or snacks, items or
activities used as program/participant incentives, and participant support items, provided that these incentives are
used to encourage these outcomes (e.g., rewards for participants meeting certain documented milestones, celebrating
program completion, etc.). In all cases, there must be a direct and documented link to grant-funded activities. PCCD
will determine whether each expense is appropriately explained and justified, and will have final approval of all budget
requests. In addition, PCCD requires that grantees who utilize grant funds to support purchase of gift cards and similar
incentives comply with documentation requirements prescribed by PCCD. Information on gift cards and similar
incentives can be found here: Gift Cards and Near Cash Items Policies and Procedures.

5 PCCD staff recommend budgeting approximately 10 hours of staff time for orientation and onboarding activities in
Year 1, as well as for staff time commensurate with involvement in grants administration (e.g., program reporting,
evaluation and technical assistance activities, fiscal reporting and oversight, etc.). PCCD staff also encourage
budgeting for staff or consultants with accounting and/or fiscal experience to properly manage grant expenditures.
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Scoring:

Applicants must submit the requested information for each section specified below within
the defined response fields provided in Egrants. Responses should not be duplicated in
multiple sections.

The following application sections in Egrants have a point value associated with them and
will be scored as described below:

a.

Executive Summary - Not Scored
All applicants should fill out the following script and paste into the executive summary
section:

The [statewide applicant] is requesting $ to [provide a single sentence or two of
what you are seeking to implement with your grant funding].

These funds will be used for the following: [provide bullet points of what the funds will
be used for].

Applicants should include the names and locations of subrecipients proposed to receive
funds as part of the statewide application submission and their respective subaward
amounts requested. In addition, please include 1-2 sentences on what each
subrecipient intends to do with the sub-awarded grant funding.

The Executive Summary will be used in publicly available grant summary materials and
could be mentioned in press releases. Plain language that clearly describes the intent
of the project is most effective.

b. Organization Background - Maximum of 15 points

C.

1. Please provide an overview of all organizations involved in the proposed project,
including the specific sites and location(s) served, the size, and experience in
providing out-of-school time programming to youth.

2. Please describe the statewide youth-serving nonprofit's (applicant’s) experience with
publicly funded grants, including a description of internal capacity and/or steps the
organization has taken to prepare for successfully managing an award.

e If the organization is a current PCCD Statewide BOOST recipient, please provide
a brief description of how the applicant agency currently administers the grant
and manages the reporting and other relevant grant activities on behalf of the
subrecipients.

3. If applicable, please describe whether the applicant and/or the proposed
subrecipients have received funding previously from PCCD to support similar project
activities, including any programs or strategies related to VIP or BOOST
programming.

4. If applicable, please describe how funding does not overlap with or supplant other
state or federal sources for the proposed programming.

Community Need - Maximum of 20 points
1. For each proposed subrecipient, please provide the following:
e The organization name, specific site name, street address, city, state, zip code,
and county(ies) and/or zip code(s) where services will be delivered.
e Please Note: Applicants may provide the required subrecipient information in
an attachment in this section.
2. For each proposed subrecipient, describe the needs of their respective service areas
or the areas they are proposing to serve.
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e Include both quantitative and qualitative data or survey information, needs
assessment, or other data analysis to support the community’s need for the
proposed project or programming.

e Clearly describe if the subrecipient’s proposed project includes grant-funded
activities taking place in a county/counties with high or increasing violent crime.
See Appendix.

Which of the following characteristics apply to the population(s) the subrecipients’

projects will serve? [checkboxes - select all that apply]

[l Youth experiencing poverty

Youth in foster care or experiencing housing instability/homelessness

Youth with limited English proficiency

Youth with disabilities

Youth with academic challenges

[1 Other (please specify):

For each proposed subrecipient, describe the population(s) or clientele to be served

by their project, including the age of the population(s) served and any identified

needs of those population(s).

Please provide an estimated number of individuals to be served annually by the

proposed grant-funded projects. Include the estimated number of youth to be

served by each subrecipient and also the total youth estimated to be served by all
subrecipients combined.

Iy o

d. Project Implementation Plan — Maximum of 35 points

1.

Please describe each subrecipient’s proposed project. Include the following

information for each proposed subrecipient:

e The overall goal and purpose of the proposed project;

e Whether the proposed project is evidence-based or research-based;

e How the proposed project responds to the community needs identified in the
“Community Need” section above;

e Whether the proposed project or program is a new program or initiative that has
never been implemented by the organization before, an expansion or
enhancement of an existing program or initiative, a continuation of an existing
program or initiative, or a restart of a previously implemented program that is
not currently active.

Please provide a list of specific program or service activities each proposed

subrecipient will provide, including a timeline of key milestones and deliverables.

If applicable, identify any project partners and their roles and responsibilities within

the timelines.

Describe the expected outcomes of each subrecipients project. For each

subrecipient, provide a list of measurable goals or performance indicators the

project is expected to achieve.

e If relevant, applicants with previously funded PCCD grants for the same
project/program should describe impacts from those funded projects.

e. Need for Funding - Maximum of 10 points

1.

For each proposed subrecipient, please describe why BOOST funding is needed.

e The response should include whether the proposed project is a new or expanded
initiative; any current funding gaps or limitations; the consequences of not
receiving grant funding; and how this funding will affect the organization’s
overall capacity and/or reach.

e If the grant funding will specifically help increase the number of youth served
compared to current service levels, please share the current capacity of the
program/project and increased capacity number with additional grant funding.
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10.

11.

f. Budget Detail - Maximum of 20 points

This section provides reviewers with information about requested project-related costs

and budget items, and a description of why each request is necessary for successful

project implementation.

e All applicants are encouraged to review and reference the Budget Detail
Walkthrough guide.

The applicant agency should select ‘agency budget’ in Budget Setup.
Each subrecipients’ budget should be set up as a ‘pass-through budget’.

e Each category section of the budget in Egrants (e.g., Personnel or Supplies and
Operating Expenses) has a section labeled “Justification.” In that section, please
clearly and concisely describe how each cost was determined and why that cost is
necessary for the successful implementation of the project.

Performance Measures:

Under this funding announcement, successful applicants are required to comply with all
reporting, data collection, and evaluation requirements as prescribed by PCCD and federal
or state guidelines.

All VIP + BOOST Grant-funded projects will receive initial and ongoing technical assistance
supports at no cost to grantees over the course of the project period. These resources are
offered by PCCD’s VIP Training and Technical Assistance (TTA) provider, WestEd’s Justice &
Prevention Research Center. More information about available TTA resources and supports
can be found at www.papeacealliance.org.

Please review the Performance Measures provided in Egrants. This section is subject to
change as the successful grantees work with the designated TTA provider.

Assigned PCCD program and fiscal staff will also be available to assist approved/awarded
entities related to grants management.

Competitive Bidding/Sole Source Procurement:

All procurement transactions shall be conducted in a manner that provides open and free
competition. Grant recipients must follow the Procurement Standards section in PCCD’s
Applicant’s Manual.

Procurements by noncompetitive proposal are strongly discouraged and must demonstrate
an economic benefit or lack of alternate resources to be justified. If a request is made, the
prospective applicant must identify the request as a procurement by noncompetitive
proposal and provide a substantial justification for the request within their funding request
(See PCCD’s Applicant’s Manual for Procurement by Noncompetitive Proposal Approval
Procedure).

Administrative Requirements:

a. Egrants Agency and User Registration:
Prior to submitting a grant application, both the applicant agency and at least two users
from the applicant agency must be registered in Egrants. Applicants are strongly
advised to allow adequate time to work on application documents in Egrants prior to the
submission deadline. Please go to the Getting Started in Egrants page on PCCD’s
website for further information.
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Fiscal Accountability:
See the Fiscal Accountability page on PCCD’s website for further information.

Time and Effort Reporting:
See the Time and Effort Reports page on PCCD’s website for further information.

Grant Payments:

1. Payments will not be released until all applicable special conditions on the grant
award have been satisfied.

2. All grantees are required, at a minimum, to submit quarterly fiscal reports. PCCD
will only make payments to reimburse actual expenditures reported on the fiscal
reports. An agency experiencing cash flow problems may submit fiscal reports
monthly and PCCD will reimburse reported expenditures. Non-submission or late
submission of the required reports will result in payment delays.

3. ACH Payments:

e All payments to grant recipients will be made through ACH.

e Either before or at the time an application is submitted to PCCD, the applicant
agency must register as a Non-Procurement Vendor with the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania.

Federal Transparency Act Certification:
This section is required for both state and federal funding streams. See the Federal
Applicants page on PCCD’s website for further information.

Reporting Requirements:

e Programmatic reports are due quarterly.

e Fiscal reports are due quarterly.

e Late submission of programmatic and fiscal reports may delay payments.
e All reports must be submitted through the Egrants system.

12. PCCD Contact Information and Resources:

a.

Staff Contacts:

Staff are only able to clarify the funding announcement and are not able to answer any

questions about how a potential applicant should respond to any particular section.

Questions regarding this funding announcement should be directed as follows:

e E-mail your funding announcement questions to ra-cd-vipgrants@pa.gov with
“Statewide BOOST” in the subject line.

e Questions must be received by close of business on Friday, January 23, 2026.

e All questions and answers will be posted under this funding announcement title on
the Funding Announcement Q&A page of the PCCD website.

Egrants Funding Announcement:
Log into the Egrants system and search under the “Funding Announcement” tab for
FY25-26 Statewide BOOST.

PCCD Guidelines and Documents:

Applicants should be familiar with the Applicant’s Manual, grant application and
administrative guides, and other documents common to PCCD’s grant application
process, all of which are available on the Funding and Grants Process page of the PCCD
website.

Egrants Technical Questions:
For any technical or system questions, contact and ask for the Egrants Help Desk at
(717) 787-5887 or (800) 692-7292, or by emailing RA-eGrantsSupport@pa.gov.
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e. PCCD Webmaster:
Please address any technical problems you may have with the website or online forms
to the PCCD Web Master.

f. Reporting Potential Fraud, Waste and Abuse:
Information about waste, fraud, abuse, conflict of interest, bribery, gratuity, or other
similar misconduct, or whistleblower reprisal relating to a PCCD employee, program,
contract or grant, may be reported to the PCCD Fraud Hotline at (717) 525-5031. For
more information, visit the Reporting Fraud, Waste and Abuse page on PCCD’s website.

13. Submission Information:

The application must be entered into Egrants no later than Monday, January 26, 2026
by 11:59 PM.

Applicants will be required to sign the grant contract following PCCD’s review of the
application and after any identified issues are successfully resolved. Applicants will receive
an automated notification from Egrants when their grant contract is ready to be signed.

To electronically sign the grant contract, at least one person from your
organization must have the E-signature role in Egrants. Please use the link below
to access instructions which explain how to request the E-signature role.

E-signature Access Request Instructions

E-signature Access Request Form (This must be attached to your access request in
Egrants)

Please note that you cannot request the e-signature role on behalf of someone
else.
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Appendix: Pennsylvania Counties Violent Crime Rate (Per 100k Persons)

The table below includes the violent crime rate per 100,000 people for every county in
Pennsylvania and includes the statewide violent crime rate for calendar years 2022-2024.5 The
violent crime rate per 100,000 people is a way to measure how common violent crimes are in a
population, adjusted so that different-sized counties can be compared fairly. For example,
using the table below, we can see that statewide, in 2022, there were 285 violent crimes per
100,000 people. In that same year, Adams County had a violent crime rate of 116 offenses,
falling well below the statewide rate of 285, whereas Allegheny County with a violent crime
rate of 276 offenses was over twice the rate of Adams County yet only slightly below the
statewide rate.

Violent Crime Rate (Per 100k Persons)
Statewide 285 272 252
County 2022 2023 2024
Adams 116 95 108
Allegheny 276 285 282
Armstrong 166 91 132
Beaver 220 205 235
Bedford 141 133 121
Berks 200 183 142
Blair 166 157 169
Bradford 143 137 145
Bucks 86 73 67
Butler 93 117 93
Cambria 159 151 153
Cameron 154 110 112
Carbon 225 211 143
Centre 124 132 137
Chester 115 107 112
Clarion 96 98 123
Clearfield 207 189 144
Clinton 119 169 141
Columbia 140 119 118
Crawford 161 156 150
Cumberland 109 92 93
Dauphin 361 365 330
Delaware 258 280 213
Elk 130 93 74
Erie 349 329 233
Fayette 318 316 271
Forest 331 321 295

& Data was sourced from the PA Uniform Crime Reporting System and is current as of August 2025. Violent crime is
defined by the FBI and includes murder/nonnegligent homicide, rape, robbery and aggravated assault.
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Franklin 148 128 143
Fulton 138 124 96
Greene 143 200 151
Huntingdon 163 108 178
Indiana 88 95 67
Jefferson 83 155 110
Juniata 242 226 210
Lackawanna 231 215 200
Lancaster 123 128 120
Lawrence 162 69 75
Lebanon 104 96 73
Lehigh 157 151 146
Luzerne 186 205 185
Lycoming 160 165 124
McKean 294 269 214
Mercer 253 251 255
Mifflin 139 189 139
Monroe 176 148 144
Montgomery 125 111 111
Montour 83 199 105
Northampton 142 129 121
Northumberland 162 175 145
Perry 146 146 135
Philadelphia 1,048 1,007 912
Pike 86 103 80
Potter 104 74 112
Schuylkill 137 127 157
Snyder 113 73 99
Somerset 182 162 174
Sullivan 85 35 193
Susquehanna 114 56 90
Tioga 70 102 110
Union 35 55 77
Venango 125 114 93
Warren 177 189 216
Washington 141 147 150
Wayne 102 98 100
Westmoreland 163 142 140
Wyoming 118 101 83
York 187 170 160

Page 13 of 13




	Submission Requirements for Applications:
	1. Overview:
	2. Funding Availability:
	3. Project Dates:
	4. Eligible Applicants:
	5. Eligible Program Activities and Expenses:
	6. Ineligible Program Activities and Expenses:
	7. Required Egrants Sections/Documents:
	8. Scoring:
	9. Performance Measures:
	10. Competitive Bidding/Sole Source Procurement:
	11. Administrative Requirements:
	12. PCCD Contact Information and Resources:
	13.  Submission Information:

