Office of Research and Safety Initiatives

2026 NCA Member Child Advocacy Centers

Fiscal Year 2026-27 Solicitation

Please Note: Applications are only accepted through PCCD’s Egrants system. Applicants
must register in Egrants prior to submitting an application. Applicants are strongly encouraged
to familiarize themselves with the Egrants system and allow adequate time to prepare and
submit an application.

Prior to starting an application in Egrants, your agency must be registered in
Egrants, and at least two individuals from your agency must register as Egrants
users and have Egrants user roles for your agency.

Every agency must also have at least one person with the e-signature role in
Egrants.

Please refer to the Getting Started in Egrants page on our website for Egrants
registration information and guides.

Release Date:
7/21/2026

Egrants Application Deadline:
9/4/2026

This funding guideline contains information not appearing in the Egrants application. Applicants
are advised to review this document and refer to it while completing your Egrants application.

PCCD staff may only respond to questions to clarify the funding announcement. Questions must
be sent via email to Rebecca Kiehl at rekiehl@pa.gov.

For any technical or system questions, contact and ask for the Egrants Help Desk at
(717) 787-5887 or (800) 692-7292, or by emailing RA-eGrantsSupport@pa.gov.



https://www.pccd.pa.gov/Funding/Pages/Egrants-Home.aspx
mailto:rekiehl@pa.gov
mailto:RA-eGrantsSupport@pa.gov
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PENNSYLVANIA COMMISSION ON CRIME AND DELINQUENCY
Office of Research and Safety Initiatives

Funding Announcement Title: 2026 NCA Member Child Advocacy Centers

Funding Stream: Act 28 of 2014

Submission Requirements for Applications:

Due Date - Applications must be submitted electronically through PCCD’s Egrants system
no later than 11:59 PM on Friday, August 28, 2026.

Technical Assistance - Grant application and administrative guides can be accessed on
PCCD’s website. Applicants are strongly encouraged to review the application and
administrative guides before calling the Egrants Help Desk for assistance. The Egrants
Help Desk is available to assist with technical or system questions Monday through Friday,
8:00 AM to 4:00 PM, and may be reached by calling (717) 787-5887 or (800) 692-7292, or
by emailing RA-eGrantsSupport@pa.gov.

Administrative Rejection - An application that does not meet all the listed requirements
in this funding announcement may be administratively rejected.

Corrections - If PCCD returns an application for corrections, the final application
(including all corrections and required documents) must be returned to and approved by
PCCD for the requested funding to be awarded.

Non-supplantation - Funding must not be used to supplant/replace state, federal, or
local funds that would otherwise be available to provide for program-related services.
PCCD funding is to be used in addition to other funds that are made available for services.
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PENNSYLVANIA COMMISSION ON CRIME AND DELINQUENCY
Office of Research and Safety Initiatives

1. Overview:

The Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency (PCCD) is now accepting
applications for funding under Act 28 of 2014, a dedicated funding stream established to
support Children’s Advocacy Centers (CACs) and Multidisciplinary Investigative Teams
(MDITs) throughout the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. The Act requires PCCD to support
both current and developing CACs and MDITs and sustain the role they play in providing
state-of-the-art treatment for the victims of child sexual and/or child physical abuse. Act
28 also created the Children’s Advocacy Center Advisory Committee (CACAC) to provide
advice to PCCD on the administration of this funding and provided a framework for the
grant application process.

The primary purpose of the 2026 NCA Member Child Advocacy Center Solicitation is to
provide funding to Pennsylvania-based CACs that are accredited, associate, affiliate, or
accredited satellite members of the National Children’s Alliance (NCA), as well as to the
Lehigh County MDIT who is currently seeking NCA membership. These funds are intended
to support the expansion, enhancement, or continuation of services for victims of child
sexual abuse and child physical abuse.

The goal and objective of the 2026 NCA Member Child Advocacy Center Solicitation is to
support NCA members operating within the Commonwealth in their mission to serve child
victims of sexual and/or physical abuse. To meet that goal and strengthen CACs within the
Commonwealth, applicants can use funds for any project that would support or advance
any of the nine (9) national standards or three (3) optional standards included in the
National Children’s Alliance Standards for Accredited Members (Revised 2023).

The anticipated impacts resulting from this solicitation include, but are not limited to, the
following:
e Increase or continue access to services;
e Expand the number and types of child abuse victims served by CACs;
e Meet NCA standards for accreditation or reaccreditation;
e Support collaboration between CACs and developing CACs and MDITs;
e Develop and implement prevention activities, including outreach, training, and
community education; and
e Improve the quality of joint investigations, forensic interviews, expert medical
evaluations, and/or trauma-informed mental health interventions provided or
coordinated by CACs and MDITs.

2. Funding Availability:

A total of approximately $2.067 million in state Act 28 of 2014 funds is being announced to
support this initiative. PCCD expects to fund forty-two (42) non-competitive, one-year
grants with budgets allocated accordingly based on level of NCA membership:
e Accredited NCA Members are eligible for a maximum award amount of $50,000.
e Associate, Accredited Satellite, and Affiliate NCA Members are eligible for a
maximum award amount of $47,000.
e Lehigh County MDIT is eligible for up to $47,000 as a non-member developing CAC.
Funding for this applicant will be conditioned upon applying for NCA membership no
later than December 31, 2026.

PCCD is not liable for costs incurred prior to the official start date of the award.
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3. Project Dates:

Applications approved at the December 9, 2026, Commission meeting will be one-year
projects and have a start date of January 1, 2027, and an end date of December 31, 2027.

Applicants are encouraged to complete their applications in Egrants as soon as possible
following notification of this funding announcement. Applications that are not fully
executed (i.e., that reach open-awarded status) within one year from the date the
application/award was approved by the Commission risk forfeiture of that award.

4. Eligible Applicants:

Eligibility for these funds is open to all CACs listed in the Appendix. These include CACs
that, as of May 19, 2026, have been designated by NCA as accredited, associate, affiliate,
or accredited satellite CACs. The CACAC also approved Lehigh County’s MDIT as an eligible
applicant for 2026 funds, conditioned on the Lehigh County CAC applying for NCA
membership by December 31, 2026.

Applicants must be in good standing with PCCD to be eligible for these funds.! The
applicant and recipient agencies’ historical success in implementing PCCD-funded
programs/initiatives that met their intended goals will be considered in the review process.
Applicants are not required to have a prior funding history with PCCD to be eligible.

Please note: Eligible applicants listed within the Appendix that are either a developing
CAC or a developing satellite (Non-NCA member) must meet the following four additional
Act 28 of 2014 statutory requirements:

o Identify a region of the Commonwealth the applicant will serve. Information on
existing NCA member CACs and underserved geographical areas can be found in the
following CACs in PA and Drive-Time Analysis Map on PCCD’s website. Applicants
should include this information within the Project Description section within Egrants.

¢ Receive and provide a single letter of endorsement from the District Attorney
and MDIT? of the county or counties that will be served. The applicant must
obtain a single, JOINT letter of endorsement from the District Attorney, law
enforcement and Children and Youth Services for each geographical area it intends to
serve. Applicants should attach this letter within the Required Attachment section of
the application.

e Assure an intention to apply for membership in the NCA within a reasonable
period of time. Awarded applicants will be required to submit an application for NCA
membership (e.g., Affiliate, Associate, or Accredited) during calendar year 2026.
Applicants should include this within the Project Description section within Egrants.

e Obtain a letter of endorsement from the Children’s Advocacy Centers of
Pennsylvania (PennCAC). Contact Chris Kirchner at chriskirchner@penncac.org.
Applicants should attach this letter within the Required Attachment section within
Egrants.

1 This may include, but is not limited to, compliance with PCCD program and fiscal reporting requirements, State and
Federal funding guidelines, and acceptable risk rating as determined by PCCD.

2 per 23 Pa.C.S. § 6365 (relating to services for prevention, investigation and treatment of child abuse), an MDIT is
used to coordinate child abuse investigations between county agencies and law enforcement. The MDIT shall consist of
those individuals and agencies responsible for investigating the abuse or for providing services to the child and shall, at
a minimum, include a health care provider, county caseworker and law enforcement official.
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Be prepared to provide PennCAC with a copy of the joint letter of endorsement from all
of the District Attorney(s) and MDIT(s) of the counties which will be served, a copy of
your proposal, and documentation showing evidence of a functioning MDIT (i.e. the
MOU or Interagency agreement required as an attachment for all applicants).
Additional information and documentation may be requested from PennCAC.

5. Eligible Program Activities and Expenses:

Funds for the proposed program may be used to support any, all, or one of the following:
e Funding to support compliance with NCA standards.
e Training specifically to improve the work of the CAC to apply for and/or achieve
accreditation/reaccreditation.
e Equipment necessary to support or advance NCA standards of accreditation.

All expenses must be described in the justification box located in the Egrants Budget Detail
section. Each cost should be a separate line-item and include the calculation for each item
allocated to the grant. PCCD has approval of all final budgets.

Applicants requesting funding to support therapy must implement evidence-based
therapeutic models shown to be effective for children with histories of trauma.

For purposes of this funding announcement, the term “evidence-based” is reserved for
programs that have been tested in more than one scientifically rigorous study (such as
randomized control trials) and have consistently been shown to work better than a placebo
or no treatment/intervention. Examples of programs that are “well supported by evidence”
can also be found at https://www.cebc4cw.org/.

Note: Conference expenses under this funding announcement are limited to no more than
$3,000.

Required Egrants Sections/Documents:
a. Required Egrants Sections - All sections identified in Egrants are required. Applicants

will not be able to submit their grant application in Egrants until all sections are marked
as complete.

b. Required Signed Documents - A successful application must be accompanied by the
attachments required under section 7(e).

Application Procedures:

Applicants must submit the requested information for each section specified below within
the defined response fields provided in Egrants. Where attachments such as copies of
letters of support or MOU/interagency agreements are required, they should be attached in
Egrants in the section called Required Attachments. Responses should not be duplicated in
multiple sections.

a. Executive Summary
All applicants should fill out the following script and paste into the executive summary
section:

The name of applicant _is requesting $ to [provide a single sentence or two
of what you are seeking to implement with your grant funding].
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C.

These funds will be used for the following: [provide bullet points of what the funds will
be used for].

Budget Detail
The Budget Detail must:

1. Include a one-year comprehensive budget detail section; and

2. Provide a clear description of all costs, including salary and benefits for which
grant funds will be utilized in the justification section. It also must include the
number of hours and percent of time to be spent on the project by all funded
personnel. Each benefit shall be listed as a separate line item.

Note: Conference expenses under this funding announcement are limited to no more
than $3,000.

Pursuant to the requirements of Act 28, funding shall not be used to supplant federal,
state, or local funds otherwise available for CACs and MDITs.

Statement of Purpose

Identify the purpose of the project. This may include, but is not limited to, the
following: challenges that the CAC has regarding NCA accreditation standards; the need
for expanding or continuing services or training; equipment needs; and/or serving
additional child abuse cases. Please provide supporting data specific to the problem
identified and any other data relevant to the proposed request.

Project Description
Provide a description of the proposed project, including the following:

1. Provide a short background and history of the CAC, the geographical region it
serves, an overview of the services it provides, current NCA membership level,
and its experience with implementing the CAC model.

2. Briefly state the goal of the project, major deliverables, and the anticipated
impact/outcomes.

3. Describe current CAC interaction with the MDIT(s) and existing support
community (e.g., victim services, medical services, mental health service
providers, etc.). If the CAC serves multiple counties, discuss the current status
of those county’s MDITs and whether MOUs for services at the host CAC site
have been formalized.

4. Describe the location of the proposed project and target population to be
served. Include the estimated number of individuals and/or families and their
demographic characteristics (i.e., age, gender, race/ethnicity) that will be
served during the funding year.

5. Explain how the funding will be used to support compliance with NCA standards.
The CAC must be able to demonstrate how this activity will facilitate becoming
or continuing to maintain NCA membership and how funding will be used to
assist the CAC in becoming accredited or reaccredited.

6. Describe any potential barriers to achieving desired outcomes and how the
applicant expects to address those barriers.

7. Describe how data is currently collected by the applicant’s organization.

8. Please provide the following information on the person who currently serves as
your MDIT coordinator: Name, title, affiliated agency/organization.
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e. Required Attachments

The following documents must be attached in the Required Attachment section in
Egrants:

e Copy(ies) of the signed Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) or
Interagency Agreement between the CAC and the entities using CAC services
that meet the requirements listed below; or

e Letter(s) of Support - The county’s District Attorney and Children and Youth
Services Administrator shall provide letter(s) of support for the proposed
project. Please note: Agencies that are included in the MOU do not need to
provide separate letters of support.

e For applicants listed in the Appendix as “"Developing CAC” or
“Developing Satellite” only, please see Section 4 of this funding
announcement for a detailed description of the following additional
required attachments:

= Joint letter of support from MDIT members
= Letter of endorsement from PennCAC

Requirements of the sighed MOU or Interagency Agreement

An adequate MOU/interagency agreement describes the operating functions of the
MDIT, the specific roles, responsibilities and procedures for MDIT joint investigation
including, at a minimum, the District Attorney, Children and Youth Services, law
enforcement and medical services. The MOU/Interagency agreement must include
signatures from leadership at each agency or service provider.

Performance Measures:

Under this funding announcement, successful applicants are required to submit Quarterly
Program Reports via the PCCD Egrants System utilizing the following performance measures
(if applicable) that fulfill state guidelines for the use of the CAC state appropriations:

Number of new children served by the CAC.
Number of new child victims of physical abuse served by the CAC.

e Number of children who were referred by the CAC for a medical exam/treatment at
the CAC or an outside medical facility and the number who received an
exam/treatment.

e Number of new children who started participating in counseling by an advocate or
counselor.

¢ Number of new children who started participating in therapy at the CAC or an
outside agency.

e Number of children who completed therapy at the CAC or an outside agency.

Number of child therapy participants with an improvement in PTSD/trauma related

symptoms at the end of therapy (at the CAC or at an outside agency).

Number of children who received a forensic interview.

Number of withesses/siblings who received a forensic interview.

Number of active cases reviewed by the MDIT.

Number of MDIT meetings with all MDIT members.

Number of trainings conducted, number of people trained, and the number of people

who found the training satisfactory.
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10.

Competitive Bidding/Sole Source Procurement:

All procurement transactions shall be conducted in a manner that provides open and free
competition. Grant recipients must follow the Procurement Standards section in PCCD’s
Applicant’s Manual.

Procurements by noncompetitive proposal are strongly discouraged and must demonstrate
an economic benefit or lack of alternate resources to be justified. If a request is made, the
prospective applicant must identify the request as a procurement by noncompetitive
proposal and provide a substantial justification for the request within their funding request
(See PCCD’s Applicant’s Manual for Procurement by Noncompetitive Proposal Approval
Procedure).

Administrative Requirements:

a. Egrants Agency and User Registration:
Prior to submitting a grant application, both the applicant agency and at least two users
from the applicant agency must be registered in Egrants. Applicants are strongly
advised to allow adequate time to work on application documents in Egrants prior to the
submission deadline. Please go to the Getting Started in Egrants page on PCCD’s
website for further information.

b. Fiscal Accountability:
See the Fiscal Accountability page on PCCD’s website for further information.

c. Time and Effort Reporting:
See the Time and Effort Reports page on PCCD’s website for further information.

d. Grant Payments:

e Payments will not be released until all applicable special conditions on the grant
award have been satisfied.

e All grantees are required, at a minimum, to submit quarterly fiscal reports. PCCD
will only make payments to reimburse actual expenditures reported on the fiscal
reports. An agency experiencing cash flow problems may submit fiscal reports
monthly and PCCD will reimburse reported expenditures. Non-submission or late
submission of the required reports will result in payment delays.

e ACH Payments:

° All payments to grant recipients will be made through ACH.

° Either before or at the time an application is submitted to PCCD, the applicant
agency must register as a Non-Procurement Vendor with the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania.

e. Federal Transparency Act Certification:
This section is required for both state and federal funding streams. See the Federal
Applicants page on PCCD’s website for further information.

f. Reporting Requirements:
e Programmatic reports are due quarterly.
e Fiscal reports are due quarterly.
e Late submission of programmatic and fiscal reports may delay payments.
e All reports must be submitted through the Egrants system.
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11.

12,

PCCD Contact Information and Resources:

a. Staff Contacts:
Questions concerning this funding announcement may be directed to PCCD staff as

follows:

e Program-related questions: Contact Rebecca Kiehl at rekiehl@pa.gov or 717-265-
8566.

e Fiscal or budgetary questions: Contact Sherri Stein at shstein@pa.gov or 717-257-
6249.

b. Egrants Funding Announcement:
Log into the Egrants system and search under the “Funding Announcement” tab for
2026 NCA Member Child Advocacy Centers.

c. PCCD Guidelines and Documents:
Applicants should be familiar with the Applicant’s Manual, grant application and
administrative guides, and other documents common to PCCD’s grant application
process, all of which are available on the Funding and Grants Process page of the PCCD
website.

d. Egrants Technical Questions:
For any technical or system questions, contact and ask for the Egrants Help Desk at
(717) 787-5887 or (800) 692-7292, or by emailing RA-eGrantsSupport@pa.gov.

e. PCCD Webmaster:
Please address any technical problems you may have with the website or online forms
to the PCCD Web Master.

f. Reporting Potential Fraud, Waste and Abuse:
Information about waste, fraud, abuse, conflict of interest, bribery, gratuity, or other
similar misconduct, or whistleblower reprisal relating to a PCCD employee, program,
contract or grant, may be reported to the PCCD Fraud Hotline at (717) 525-5031. For
more information, visit the Reporting Fraud, Waste and Abuse page on PCCD’s website.

Submission Information:

The application must be entered into Egrants no later than Friday, August 28, 2026 by
11:59 PM.

Successful applicants will be required to sign the grant contract following PCCD’s review of
the application and after any identified issues are resolved. Applicants will receive an
automated notification from Egrants when their grant contract is ready to be signed.

The grant application must be electronically signed within Egrants. To
electronically sign the application, at least one person from your organization
must have the e-signature role in Egrants. Please use the link below to access
instructions which explain how to request the e-signature role.

E-signature Access Request Instructions

E-signature Access Request Form (This must be attached to your access request in
Egrants)

Please note that you cannot request the e-signature role on behalf of someone
else. You must request access from your own PCCD Egrants account.
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Appendix

NCA Eligible

County CAC Name

Membership Amount

Adams Adams County Child Advocacy Center Accredited $50,000
Allegheny A Child's Place, PA Child Advocacy Center | Accredited $50,000
UPMC Children's Hospital of Pittsburgh .
Allegheny Child Advocacy Center Accredited $50,000
Armstrong Kay's Cottage Accredited $50,000
Beaver A Child's Place, PA CAC at Beaver Satellite $47,000
Berks Children's Alliance Center of Berks Accredited $50,000
County

Blair Center for Child Justice Accredited $50,000

Bradford The Children's House Child Advocacy Accredited $50,000
Center

Bucks Bucks County Children's Advocacy Center | Accredited $50,000

Butler Children's Advocacy Center of Butler Accredited $50,000
County

Cambria Circle of Support Child Advocacy Center | Accredited $50,000
Children's Advocacy Center of Centre .

Centre County, Mount Nittany Health Center Accredited 250,000

Chester Chester County Children's Advocacy Accredited $50,000
Center

Clearfield Child Advocacy Center of Clearfield Accredited $50,000
County

Crawford Children's Interview Center of Crawford Affiliate $47,000
County

Cumberland EAPMC Child Advocacy Center of Central Satellite $47,000

PMC Child A f I

Dauphin |L>JA C Child Advocacy Center of Centra Accredited $50,000

Delaware Family Support Line of Delaware County | Accredited $50,000

Erie Bradley H. F.OUIk Children's Advocacy Accredited $50,000
Center of Erie County

Fayette A Child's Place, PA CAC at Fayette Satellite $47,000

Eranklin Children's Advocacy Center of Franklin Accredited $50,000
County

Indiana The CARE Center of Indiana County Accredited $50,000

Jefferson Western PA Cares for Kids Accredited $50,000

Lackawanna Children’s Advocacy Center of Accredited $50,000
Northeastern PA

Lancaster Lancaster County Children's Alliance Accredited $50,000

Lawrence Children's Advocacy Center of Lawrence Accredited $50,000
County, Inc.

Lehigh Lehigh County Commissioners (District PeVRlODINBICAC $47,000

Attorneys Office)
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County

CAC Name

NCA

Eligible
Amount

Membership

Luzerne Luzerne County Child Advocacy Center Accredited $50,000

McKean Children's Advocacy Center of McKean Accredited $50,000
County

Mercer Mercer County Children's Advocacy Accredited $50,000
Center

Monroe Children's Advocacy Center of Monroe Associate $47,000
County

Montgomery Mission Kids Child Advocacy Center of Accredited $50,000
Montgomery County

Northumberland Child Advocacy Center o.f Fhe Slie] Accredited $50,000
Susquehanna Valley, Geisinger

Philadelphia Philadelphia Children's Alliance Accredited $50,000

Pike Dickson House Children's Advocacy Accredited $50,000
Center

Somerset Somerset County Child Advocacy Center | Associate $47,000

VTR Venan'go Founty Multidisciplinary Affiliate $47 000
Investigative Team

Warren Warren County Children's Advocacy Associate $47,000
Center

Washington A Child's Place, PA CAC at Washington Satellite $47,000

Westmoreland A Child's Place, PA CAC at Westmoreland | Satellite $47,000

. Children's Center of Susquehanna & .
Wyoming/Susquehanna Wyoming Counties (CAC of NEPA) Accredited $50,000
York York County Children's Advocacy Center | Accredited $50,000
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