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2026-27 Regional Policing Assistance Program

Funding Announcement Q&A Tracker

Funding Announcement Link:

2026-27 Regional Policing Assistance Program

About this Document:

This guide will provide an overview of questions and answers regarding the 2026-27 Regional Policing
Assistance Program funding announcement and application process, which opened on July 22, 2026.

Responses will be provided as staff are able to process questions through April 1, 2027, unless funds are
fully committed sooner.

Questions?

Please contact PCCD staff at RA-PCCD-OCJSI@pa.gov with “2026-27 Regional Policing Assistance
Program” in the subject line.
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1. Eligible Applicants

a.

Would a county be an eligible applicant to this grant program?

Answer: Eligibility for this funding announcement is open to any municipality — a city, borough,
township or home rule municipality.

A healthcare system in Pennsylvania is establishing a private police force under Title 22 Section
501. Is a private police force established under these guidelines eligible for consideration for
funding from this program?

Answer: Under section four of the funding announcement, eligibility does not apply to private
police forces.

Are current Regional Departments eligible to apply for assistance to maintain?

Answer: Established regional police departments that aim to expand their department by
adding a chartered municipality or municipalities may apply for funding.

I am writing on behalf of the Chief of the Parkesburg Borough Police Department, regarding
Parkesburg’s eligibility to apply for the Regional Policing Assistance Program. Parkesburg does not
have an executed Articles of Agreement or Intergovernmental Agreement. Parkesburg PD is under
contract to provide police coverage and services for Highland Township and Atglen Borough,
adjacent municipalities.

The Chief has informed me as of the beginning of 2026, the contracted police operations that
Parkesburg performs for Highland Township and Atglen Borough, places Parkesburg in a category
as it relates to a new report created by the Commonwealth, pertaining to demographic
information that is gathered on all traffic stops and reported monthly. The Commonwealth
mandated Parkesburg to participate. It is the Chief’s position that given that pretense, Parkesburg
should be considered a regional department and therefor, eligible to apply for the Regional
Policing Assistance Program.

Based off the information provided above, | am looking for confirmation as to whether Parkesburg
is eligible to apply for this program.

Answer: Eligible applicants for this solicitation include any municipality, public or quasi-public
body, or its representative duly authorized to act on behalf of one or more municipalities who
seek to establish or expand a regional police department. All applications must be accompanied
by fully executed Articles of Agreement or an Intergovernmental Agreement establishing a
Regional Police Department.

Funds from this solicitation may not be used to pay an outside police department to provide
contracted police services to a municipality unless that municipality is formally included in the
department’s charter or governing agreement.



A city previously housed a regional lock-up facility that closed in 2022. The County Regional
Council of Governments oversaw the facility, which includes a central booking center and seven
cells. The facility was previously utilized by six to seven additional law enforcement agencies
within the county.

The city, along with other law enforcement agencies, is interested in using the funding to
rehabilitate and reopen the lock-up facility to improve uniformity and consistency across
municipalities. We are not looking to regionalize police departments for patrol purposes, but to
create a new regional temporary lock-up facility. Can this funding be used to rehabilitate and
reopen the lock-up facility to improve uniformity and consistency across municipalities?

Answer: Eligible applicants for this solicitation include any municipality, public or quasi-public
body, or its representative duly authorized to act on behalf of one or more municipalities who
seek to establish or expand a regional police department.

The Lycoming Regional Police Department (LRPD) is an established regional police department.
Hepburn Township and Lycoming Township currently receive police services from LRPD under
contracts that expire December 31, 2027. Under the 2026-27 Regional Policing Assistance
Program, expansion funding is available only when an established regional police department
adds a chartered municipality. If either Hepburn Township or Lycoming Township elects to
continue receiving police services through a renewed contract rather than joining LRPD as a
chartered municipality, would LRPD’s continued provision of police services to that municipality
qualify as an eligible expansion for this funding announcement?

Answer: Established regional police departments that expand their department by adding a
chartered municipality or municipalities may apply for funding. The Articles of Agreement or
Intergovernmental Agreement between municipalities forming a regional department MUST be
executed to be eligible for funding.

Our department currently has three charter member municipalities and two contract
municipalities. The two contract municipalities do not have their own police departments. The
Lycoming Regional Police Department provides all police services to these two municipalities
under contractual agreements. The current contracts with these two municipalities expire on
December 31, 2027. Can funds from this eGrants be used by either or both contract municipalities
to help offset the cost of a new three-year police services contract beginning January 1, 2028? We
would appreciate any guidance PCCD can provide regarding whether grant funds may be used in
this manner and, if so, what requirements or restrictions would apply.

Answer: Under this solicitation, opportunities for established regional police departments are
limited to adding a chartered municipality or municipalities. Funds from this solicitation may
not be used to pay an outside police department to provide contracted police services to a
municipality unless that municipality is formally included in the department’s charter or
governing agreement.



2. Miscellaneous

a. Is this program the same one that the DCED works with for Police Regionalization? We are
looking to possibly regionalize with local departments.

Answer: This program’s primary purpose is to support the creation of new full-time, full-service
police departments. It also assists established regional police departments by adding a

chartered municipality or municipalities.

Additional information and resources for DCED’s regional policing program can be found here.


https://dced.pa.gov/local-government/police/

