


What is LETI?

= The Law Enforcement Treatment Initiative (LETI), spearheaded by the Pennsylvania
Office of Attorney General, is a collaborative program designed to divert individuals
with substance use disorders away from the criminal justice system and towards
treatment or services.

= This program was launched in response to the opioid crisis and the high number of
overdose deaths in the Commonwealth.

= LETI aims to save lives, reduce recidivism, enhance public safety and lessen the stigma
associated with addiction.



...the expansion

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH

= We are thrilled to announce the expansion of our LETI program to encompass
Behavioral Health for those with Mental Health, Behavioral Health, Intellectual
Disabilities and Autism (MH/BH/IDA).

= Working with your counties resource, we will establish a direct connection to services
as required for each individual’s needs. Following any urgent or immediate need,
services will be linked for case management.

= NEW - through our expansion, a Behavioral Health Assessment Team (BHAT) has been
created to keep open lines of communication and determination of charges at the
hands of your District Attorney’s office.



Our goals...

another tool | another approach | another way

Access to treatment & services - LETI facilitates timely access to appropriate treatment services
through each counties established single county authority, crisis, case management or other
available resources.

Diversion & Deflection - The primary goal is to redirect individuals who commit low-level, non-
violent offenses due to substance use disorder into treatment programs or services instead of
traditional arrest and prosecution.

Collaboration - This program emphasizes a strong partnership between law enforcement
agencies, the local District Attorney’s office, county drug and alcohol authorities, county behavioral
health providers, local Crisis teams and treatment providers.

Harm Reduction - LETI is a harm reduction strategy focused on addressing the root causes of
addiction and behavioral health related crime(s).

Stigma Reduction - By treating substance use and behavioral health as a public health issue
rather than solely a criminal justice problem, LETI seeks to reduce stigma surrounding substance
use disorder and behavioral health.




Track |

SELF REFERRAL

Anyone can make a referral for
someone with substance use
disorder (SUD) to obtain
treatment; members of the
community, faith based practices,
mere encounters by law
enforcement. This track highlights
the traditional approach for
individuals or advocates
voluntarily seeking drug and
alcohol treatment.

Track Il

PRE-ARREST

Law Enforcement may make a
referral in lieu of charges. This
track is solely at police discretion
and may need approval by the
district attorney’s office based on
the charge and/or case specific
information. The officer and drug
and alcohol will maintain
communication regarding an
individuals attendance in
treatment. The officer will then
make a determination whether or
not charges will be filed, based on
the information provided by drug
and alcohol. [approx. 90-120 days]

How 1t works...

3 DIFFERENT ENTRY POINTS

Track Il

POST ARREST

Law Enforcement and prosecutors
from the district attorney’s office
have the option to make a LETI
referral at the preliminary hearing.
This is a post arrest alternative for
furthering criminal prosecution. A
waiver of rights will be completed by
the individual understanding that a

completion of treatment is necessary.

What does this look like for a
Magisterial District Court Judge?
A waiver or continuance, depending
on policy. No extra paperwork or
processing is required



Track |

SELF REFERRAL

Anyone can make a referral for
someone struggling with
symptoms or diagnoisis/ies of
MH/BH/IDA to obtain case
management services; members
of the community, faith based
practices, mere encounters by law
enforcement. This track highlights
the traditional approach for
individuals or advocates
voluntarily seeking case
management services.

Track Il

PRE-ARREST

Law Enforcement may make a
referral in lieu of charges. This
track is solely at police discretion
and may need approval by the
district attorney’s office based on
the charge and/or case specific
information.

* The BHAT team will then make a
determination whether or not
charges will be filed, based on the
information provided by BH
services. This team meets no less
than every 120 days.

How 1t works...

3 DIFFERENT ENTRY POINTS

Track Il

POST ARREST

Law Enforcement and prosecutors
from the district attorney’s office
have the option to make a LETI
referral at the preliminary hearing.
This is a post arrest alternative for
furthering criminal prosecution. A
waiver of rights will be completed by
the individual understanding that
participation in case management is
necessary.

* The BHAT team will make a
determination for charges.

* The preliminary hearing will be
continued 120 days or waived, based
on District Attorney preference.



“If the only tool you have is a hammer, it is tempting to
treat everything as if it were a nail”

ABRAHAM MASLOW | 1966



CRIMINAL JUSTICE
REFORM

LETI is a significant initiative in addressing
the opioid crisis and its intersection with the
criminal justice system. Understanding its
principles and implementation can inform
perspective on reform efforts, alternative
sentencing and diversionary programs.

UNDERSTANDING CLIENT
POPULATION

For those working with individuals who may be
struggling with or whose cases are impacted by
substance use disorder, understanding initiatives
like LETI provides valuable contact and potential
resources for clients without the penalty of
criminal sanction upon successful discharge.

COLLABORATION & INTERDISCIPLINARY
PRACTICES

LETI emphasizes collaboration between
involved parties from law enforcement to
treatment providers. This interdisciplinary

approach is increasingly relevant in legal

practice, particularly in areas like family
law, criminal defense, and social services.

CLE Highlights...

CIT CONFERENCE - 2025

ETHICS & PROFESSIONAL
RESPONSIBILITY

Representing clients with substance use
disorders need to be aware of resources like
LETI to provide comprehensive and ethical
representation. Understanding treatment
options and diversion possibilities can inform
legal strategy and client counseling.

LEGAL SYSTEM
IMPACT

LETI aims to reduce the burden on the criminal
justice system for low-level, non-violent offenses
related to substance use can be a relevant topic
for discussions on court efficiency, reduction of
county costs, resource allocation, and the broader
impact of the opioid crisis on the legal system.






Contact Information

Lauren Diller

Strategic Initiatives Operator
PA Office of Attorney General
Bureau of Narcotics Investigation & Drug Control

Idiller@attorneygeneral.gov
LETI@attorneygeneral.gov
717-574-4498

www.attorneygeneral.gov/leti
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