Pennsylvania

State Geospatial Coordinating Board

Meeting Minutes

Date: May 22,2025 @1:30 PM

Location: Bureau of Geological Survey Office, Middletown, PA & Microsoft Teams

|.  ScottDrzyzga, Executive Director, called the meeting to orderat 1:30 PM.

Il.  Kevin Eaton, Vice-Chairperson, welcomed Gregory Hostetter to the GeoBoard and
conductedroll call.

A. Exec.Dep. Sec. Gregory Hostetter (Pennsylvania Dept. of Agriculture, PDA)
introduced himself. He grew up on a dairy farmin Lebanon County. He
spotlighted PDA’s geospatial interests, including: agricultural drone
operations; remote sensing (lidar) of crops; roads and hydrography; and
statewide parcels to support bettermonitoring of PDA grant programs.

B. Board members present: Gale Blackmer (Chairperson) and Kevin Eaton (Vice-
chairperson) along with Damon Anderson, Rashaad Bates, John Benhart, Jeff
Boyle, Cathy Califano, Bill Campbell, Brian Chalfant, Gergory Darr, Greg
Dunmire, David Glass, Eliza Gross, Michael Hill, Greg Hostetter, Will Hunt,
Maurie Kelly, Laura Lettiere, Marc Patti, Nathan Piekielek, Justin Smith, Debbie
Tollett, Matt Warner, James Whitacre, and Scott Zubek.

C. Boardmembers absent: Jason Aucker, Kevin Boozel, and Bill Kiger.
Member quorum achieved.

E. Otherspresent: Morgan Baker, Kyle Bodtorf, Craig Ebersole, Al Guiseppe,
Eric Jespersen, Jerry Munley, Joe Petroski, Scottie Wall, and Scott Drzyzga.

lll.  Opening Remarks - Drzyzga

A. Scott mentionedthe importance of meeting minutes and noted that the
minutes for the previous meeting (22 Feb. 2025) were reviewed by the
Leadership Team and posted to the GeoBoard web site.

IV. Current Business - Drzyzga
A. 2024 Annual Report - Drzyzga

1. James Whitacre motioned “to approve the 2024 Annual Report and
release it to the Governor, the General Assembly, and the public.”
David Glass seconded

2. Nodiscussion

3. Eatonconductedarollcall vote. Result: unanimous vote to approve and
release; Aucker, Boozel, and Kiger were not present and, so, abstained.

V. Updatesfrom State GIS Coordinator - Wall

A. Provided clarity on functions of GIS bodies within the state
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1. OAGIS

a) deliversenterprise GIS services to Commonwealth agencies with
Delivery Centers

b) managesinternal GIS operations
c) administers mastercontracts
2. Geospatial Center of Excellence (GCoE)

a) Facilitates geospatial governance across Commonwealth
agencies.

b) developsconsensus-based policies and standards
c) providessubject matter expertise and best practices
VI. Updatesfromthe Leadership Team
A. Governance Task Force - Eaton

1. House Billno. 513 - text has not moved or changed, to our knowledge

2. Communications Plan will be a future focus through the summer

3. Emerging Technologies Subcommittee - Zubek
a) Quarterly paneldiscussions lined up

b) Willbe producing a special report on Geo Al forthe GeoBoard; will
seek approval andrelease.

c) Co-organizedtherecentwebinar “Innovationin GNSS Receiver
Technology for Field Data Collection” on 5/2/2025 -recording
available via PASDA

4. Policies & Procedures Subcommittee - Zubek

a) KevinEatonreferenced the proposed changes documentand
motioned “to amend the GeoBoard’s Policies & Procedures.”
James Whitacre seconded.

b) Discussion

(1) Renewallegislation necessitated some changes to the
current Policies and Procedures document

(2) Drzyzgawentthrough the proposed changes
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c) Eatonconductedarollcallvote. Result: unanimous vote to amend;
Aucker, Boozel, and Kiger abstained due to absence. Glass also
abstained by stepping away from the meeting temporarily.

B. Service Delivery Task Force - Lettiere

1.

7.

Co-organized the recent webinar “Innovation in GNSS Receiver
Technology for Field Data Collection” on 5/2/2025 - recording available
via PASDA

Webinar attendance is strong

PEMA imagery received and shared for Bedford, Clinton, Lycoming,
Potter, Sullivan, and Westmoreland Counties

A Hazard Mitigation Hub - a clearinghouse for specifically supporting
county hazard mitigation planning efforts - has been under discussion
forawhile. Atest hub site is being built.

Return on Environment data package for Berks County from Kittatinny
Ridge Conservation Association (includes riparian areas, natural
systems, etc.). Lebanon and Monroe County data posted as well.

Regular county data updates as well as new 3m lidar-derived data (2019
slope maps, flow accumulations, geomorphon landforms, DEMs, and
more) have been posted.

The task force has targeted future webinars/presentations.

C. DataTaskForce - Guiseppe

1.

Reports from Working Groups
a) AddressesWorking Group - Smith

(1) Identifying County GIS Data Steward challenges in
maintaining quality address data, such as lack of good sub
parcel address and zip code source information.

(2) Developingadocument to promote Pennsylvania
cooperation with the USPS foraddress mapping.

(3) PEMAisdraftingaNG9?11 GIS data sharing plan.

(4) PEMAisexpectedto ask each countyto signanagreement
for PEMA torelease theirlatest NG911 SSAP and RCL layer for
public sharing.
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(5) PEMAisdeveloping an Addressing Reference Guide for
Address Authorities to support Act 147 of 2024 requirements.

b) Geodetic Working Group - Drzyzga

(1) Jeff Jalbrzikowskileft NGS. Jacob Heck, Ph.D.,P.S. has since
been assigned to advise the Great Lakes Region and Jeff’s
Appalachian Region.

(2) National Geodetic Survey (NGS) called a meeting to discuss
Pennsylvania’s State Plane Coordinate System 2022 design.

(a) Representatives from PennDOT, PSLS, PSPE, County
GIS Professionals Assoc., PATurnpike Commission, and
the GeoBoard attended.

(b) Minorchanges were made to the false eastings and
false northings of the 4 new low-distortion zones.

(c) SPCS2022 expectedtobe movedfromAlphatoBeta
status by early June; ontrack for official release in 2026.

(3) Afederalinteragency committeeis forming around NSRS
modernization.

c) Elevation Working Group - Gross

(1) Summarized a pair of quarterly working group meetings and a
pair of leadership team meetings.

(2) Reportedonthe newvectortile layersrepresenting lidar
elevation-derived contours that were published by Joe
Petroski (OAGIS).

(3) Two projectsin Pennsylvania

(a) “Green” project (not the official name, just the coloron
the map) involves NRCS and USGS funded effort to
collect QLTlidar datarepresenting 17 counties and
covering 10,872 sq.mi.

(i) Dataacquisitioncompleted on April 3,2025

(i) Dataavailability is expected in spring or summer
2026.
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(b) “Orange” project (not the official name, just the coloron
the map) involves NRCS and USGS funded effort to
collect QLTlidar datarepresenting 9 counties and
covering 4,125 sq.mi.

(i) Fundingjustawarded

(i) Dataavailability expectedin spring or summer
2027.

(4) Marcie Dunn (NRCS)is expectedtojointhe EWG leadership
team.

(5) Petroskipresented a 5-yearlidar/imagery collection plan.
(a) Map of five regions, each with a major north-south axis
(i) Regionalization criteria:
(a) Mustbe aggregations of counties

(b) Majornorth-south axis allows for flexibility in
timing of leaf-off data collection (seasonal
variation with latitude).

(c) Minimize differences amongzone areas
(which are proxies for costs).

(d) Where possible, try torespect the
boundaries of regional planning
commissions.

d) Hydrography Working Group - Guiseppe

(1) Theworking group is planning anotherin-person
Hydrography Workshop (after June, before 2026).

(2) Next HWG meeting willbe Monday, June 2, from 2:30 to 3:30
PM, where the workshop will be discussed.

e) Civic Boundary Working Group - Jespersen

() Secondannual statewide Boundary and Annexation Survey
(BAS) was completed and submitted to the US Census
Bureau.

(2) The WG hasre-organizeditselfinto teams:
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(a) Promotion/Publications
(b) Boundary Quality Project
(c) “Act41” Review Team
(d) Partnerships Team
(3) Boundary Quality Project showing signs of acceleration.
(a) Clearfield County pilot project was instructive

(b) Franklinand Lawrence County projects have hit
unexpected delays.

(c) USCensushashinted about a possible fast track to
(from county-by-county) to statewide execution. If so,
then substantial coordination and resources would be
needed.

(4) Drzyzga sought clarification about the new promotions and
publications committee. Jespersen indicated the expected
publications willbe DCED publications.

VII. New Business - Drzyzga
A. Askedforinput fromthe floor - none heard.
VIIl. Review 2025 meeting schedule - Eaton

IX. Adjourn - Drzyzga
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