Pennsylvania

State Geospatial Coordinating Board

Meeting Minutes

Date: February 12,2026 @ 1:30 PM

Location: Bureau of Geological Survey Office, Middletown, PA & Microsoft Teams

|.  Scott Drzyzga, Executive Director, called the meeting to orderat 1:30 PM and noted
the meetingis not being recorded and no Al transcription service is being used.

Il.  Sec.NeilWeaver (Governor’s Office of Administration) attended the meeting and
offeredremarks. He:

A. thankedthe GeoBoard members fortheirservice;
B. notedthat most of the workis behind the scenes, but very important;

C. andrecognized the importance of bringing together the public, private, and
higher education sectors.

i. Drzyzgathanked Sec. Weaver for attending the meeting and showing
his and OA'’s continuing support for the GeoBoard.

lll.  Kevin Eaton, Vice-Chairperson, welcomed Commissioner James Moate (Cameron
County) to the GeoBoard as the new representative for the County Commissioners
Association of Pennsylvania (CCAP) and he tookroll call.

A. Commissioner Moate greeted the GeoBoard and shared:

1. heunderstands the needs foracommon GIS language and common set
of standards across GIS applications, including the need for statewide
NG911 data standards;

2. CCAP andhe are working to ensure the GIS data that support NG911 are
complete, correct, and current;

3. heiswillingtoadvocate for:
a) counties as the authoritative source for a statewide parcellayer;

b) recurrent funding forimagery and lidar data, esp. if they canbe
usedto support property re-assessment;

c) metadataworkshops;
d) datasharingwith PASDA;

e) GISforeconomic development through county planning
departments; and

f) multicounty GIS agreements.

Attendance taken by Eaton, Minutes taken by Blackmer and Drzyzga.
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B. Board members present:

1. Dept. Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR, Gale Blackmer, Chair)
Governor’s Office of Administration (OA, Kevin Eaton, Vice-Chair)
Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency (PEMA, Jeff Boyle)

Dept. of Community & Economic Development (DCED, Debbie Tollett)
Dept. of State (DoS, Greggory Darr)

Dept. of Transportation (PennDOT, Greg Dunmire)

Keystone GIS (Joe Livotill)

Governor’s appointees (Kevin Boozel, James Whitacre)

VO ® N o oA W N

House appointees (Rashaad Bates, Justin Smith, and Scott Zubek)
10. County Commissioners Assoc. of PA(CCAP, James Moate)
11.  County GIS Professionals Assoc. of PA (Laura Lettiere)
12. American Planning Association, PA Chapter (APA-PA, Will Hunt)
13. Director of Pennsylvania Spatial Data Access (PASDA, Maurie Kelly)
14. PA One-Call System (Bill Kiger)
15. PA State Police Commissioner (PSP, Michael Hill)
16. US Geological Survey (USGS, Eliza Gross)
C. Boardmembersnot present:
1. Dept. of Agriculture (PDA, Greg Hostetter)
Dept. of Environmental Protection (DEP, Brian Chalfont)
Dept. of General Services (DGS, Cathy Califano)
Governor’s appointees (Matt Warner @ PSLS)
Senate appointees (Jason Aucker, William Campbell, and Marc Patti)

PA Public Utility Commission (PUC, Damon Anderson)

N oo AW N

PA State System of Higher Education GIS Consortium (PASSHE GIS, Dr.
JohnBenhart Jr.)

D. Memberquorum achieved.

Attendance taken by Eaton, Minutes taken by Blackmer and Drzyzga.
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E. Otherspresent: EllenFehrs (DCNR Bureau of Geological Survey), Al Guiseppe
(DCNR Bureau of Geological Survey), and Scottie Wall (OA GIS).

F. Guests: Kyle Bodtorf (PEMA), Howard Hodder (Honor Engineer), Eric
Jerspersen (Civic Boundary Working Group Co-chair), Derege Kobre (OA),
Steve Kocsis (Cambria County GIS), Courtney Malott (Fugro), Dan Martin
(NOAA National Geodetic Survey), Jerry Munley (DGS Bureau of Real Estate),
Jessica Passiment (OA), Joe Petroski (OA GIS), Christian Przybylek (PEMA),
Jennie Shade (PA Municipal Authorities Assoc.), Matthew Simmons (DEP),
James Spayd (PASDA), Joshua Strayer (PEMA), and Curtis Thompson (PEMA).

IV.  Opening Remarks and Kudos - Drzyzga

A. Minutes fromthe last quarterly meeting were reviewed and corrected at the
last Joint Task Force meeting. Copies are archived on SharePoint and available
viathe public GeoBoard website.

B. Thefinalversion of “GeoAlin Focus: A Special Report” was released and
shared with the Governor, members of the General Assembly, and the Public.
Copies are archived on SharePoint and available via the public GeoBoard
website.

C. Kudoto Councilman Rashaad Bates; he was re-elected and will continue to
serve his Norristown district.

D. Kudoto Commissioner David Glass; he was elected as 15t VP of CCAP and,
subsequently, has left the GeoBoard.

E. Drzyzga gave asummary of recent activities:

1. InNovember, in celebration of Geography Awareness Week, he gave a
guest lecture at York College and, with many others, participatedin the
Central PA GIS Day event at Harrisburg University.

2. Attendedthe Fall CCAP Conference at Hershey, PA, and presented with
Scottie Wall on the importance of local, county, state, and federal
collaborations.

3. Attendedthe 2026 PSLS Surveyors Conference at Hershey, PAwhere he
presented the GeoBoard, participated on a panel with Joe Livoti ll
(Keystone GIS) to discuss the evolving relationship between surveyors
and GIS professionals. Also, Maurie Kelly (PASDA) gave a presentationon
data sharing and Scott Zubek gave a presentation about the GeoAl in
Focus Special Report. Notable feedbackincluded “keep bringing those
GIS folks; we need to keep talking.”

Attendance taken by Eaton, Minutes taken by Blackmer and Drzyzga.
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4. Conveneda group of stakeholders involved with the 2025 Brandywine
Flood Study and, with Fehrs (DCNR BGS) and Gross (USGS), gave a
customized presentation of Elevation Working Group and Hydrography
Working Group activities.

F. Introduced Dan Martin - the new Regional Advisor at the National Geodetic
Survey who is responsible for working with Pennsylvania. Martin noted his job
deals primarily with outreach and support. Forexample, he was attending the
NJ Surveyors Conference and preparing to build a workshop later this year for
PennDOT. Martin also reported NGS is working hard to roll out the new
datums, acknowledged there have been fits and starts along the way, but is
confident new National Spatial Reference System (NSRS) products will be
available by June.

1. DanMartin
NGS Regional Geodetic Advisor
https://www.ngs.noaa.gov/ADVISORS/

Current Business - Drzyzga

A. Updatesfrom 911 Advisory Board - Justin Smith

1. The 911 Advisory Boardis composed of three subcommittees. The goals
for 2026 for the Technical Subcommittee are:

a)

Publish “Addressing Best Practices Document” that promotes
coordination and cooperation with the local and county
addressing stakeholders;

Develop outreach and educational resources for addressing
authorities;

Develop and promote plan for NG911 Data Sharing

Finalize NG911 data and CAD (Computer Aided Dispatch) data
integration;

Continue to monitor the National Emergency Number Assoc.
(NENA) and the evolution of the NENA data model standards;

And update the PA GIS Data Model to align with the updated NENA
data model once the NENA modelis released.

Attendance taken by Eaton, Minutes taken by Blackmer and Drzyzga.
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B. Updates fromthe Leadership Team:
1.  Governance Task Force - Eaton and Zubek
a) Legislative tracking - Eaton

(1) House Bill 513 (Pennsylvania State Plane Coordinate System)
is seemingly “back-burnered”

(a) Textavailable at
https://www.palegis.us/legislation/bills/2025/hb513

(2) HouseBill589 (Landslide and Sinkhole Insurance Program &
Fund)is seemingly sitting still

(a) Textavailable at
https://www.palegis.us/legislation/bills/2025/hb589

(3) HouseBills1228 (Amendment to Engineer, Land Surveyor and
Geologist Registration Law) and 1230 (Amendment to Real
Estate Appraisers Certification Act) are seemingly sitting still

(a) Textavailable at
https://www.palegis.us/leqgislation/bills/2025/hb1228

https://www.palegis.us/legislation/bills/2025/hb1230

(4) Eatonalso summarized new federal rules on drones, which
prohibit drones manufactured by designated foreign entities
for federal or federal contract use. Also, there’san FCC
Import Band on all new models of foreign-made drones and
critical components.

2. Emerging Technologies Subcommittee - Zubek

a) “GeoAlinFocus” specialreport was released and shared. Allvirtual
panel discussions have been archived as videos on PASDA.

b) Subcommitteeisnowin “remission” untilanotheremerging topic
presents itself.

c) Drzyzgacongratulated the subcommittee andread comments
shared by DCNR Secretary Cindy Adams Dunn and a member of
the public.

3. TaskForce Charterupdate - Eaton

Attendance taken by Eaton, Minutes taken by Blackmer and Drzyzga.
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a) Language was drafted to standardize the optional “Vice Chair” for
eachTask Force. Should a “Vice Chair” position be vacant, the
duties described will revert back to the Chair.

b) The specific draft forthe Governance Task Force Charter has been
finalized and was shared with the Leadership Team.

C. Service Delivery Task Force - Lettiere and Kelly

1.

Lettiere reported arenewed effort to do outreach to counties about
sharing basemap data. Good results! Three new counties agreedto
share data via PASDA.

a) Clearfield County shared SSAP and RCL data
b) Berks Countyshared SSAP, RCL, and Parcel data
c) Fayette County shared Parcel data.

New task force membersinclude Irina Beal (WeConservePA), Annette
Ginocchetti (NEPA Alliance), and Dr. Jennifer Haney (Commonwealth U.
at Bloomsburg, PASSHE GIS Consortium).

Kelly reported the “Hazard Mitigation & Response Speaker Series: Crisis
Ready: Data Driven Decision Making” webinar was archived as a video via
PASDA. https://www.pasda.psu.edu/pasdanews.html

The GeoBoard and PASDA are preparing to participate in two PEMA
webinars focused on Landslides, Mudslides, and Associated Risk.

a) Wed. Feb. 25,2026, from10:00to011:30 AM
b) Fri.Mar. 13,2026 from10:00to 11:30 AM

c) Bothwebinarsare intended for municipalities, insurance
representatives, hazard mitigation planners, floodplain managers,
GIS specialists, and state agencies

Reviewed the interactive map representing county data sharing
agreement status and noted where improvements have occurred.
https://pasda.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/basic/index.html?appid=
3bd294cb558f4357bf4329168da0e590

Commissioner Moate asked what he could do to help improve county
datasharing. Lettiere suggested he could serve as avaluable link and
voice between GIS pros and county commissioners, and pointed out

Attendance taken by Eaton, Minutes taken by Blackmer and Drzyzga.
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that many counties protect privacy by sharing geometries and basic
attributes while retaining the full set of attributes forinternal use orsale.

D. DataTaskForce - Guiseppe
1. Reports from Working Groups
a) Civic Boundaries Working Group (CBWG) - Jespersen

(1) The overarching goal of the CBWG is to achieve 100%
reconciliation between state and federal datasets that
represent Pennsylvania’s civic boundaries. Currently, there
are many meaningful differences between the two.

(2) Currently, there are two paths forremoving discrepancies:

(a) CensusBoundary and Annexation Survey (BAS) - a set
of agreements and a workflow for communicating
official boundary line changes annually.

(b) Census Boundary Quality Project (BQP) - a workflow for
reconciling meaningful differences between the
Census digital representation of civic boundary lines
and the State digital representation of civic boundary
lines.

(3) DCED has indicated it does not have sufficient resourcesto
pursue BQP boundary data reconciliation projects and has
decidedto step back from all but the BAS.

(4) PennDOT has indicated it does not have sufficient resources
to pursue BQP boundary data reconciliation projects.

(5) Jespersen characterized the simmering boundary data
discrepancyissue as “no oneisin charge” and expressed
doubt that any official reconciliation will occur until a
boundary data steward is named its responsibilities are
defined.

b) Address Working Group (AWG) - Smith

(1) The AWG is preparing to host a series of presentations
focused on county address coordination and maintenance,
NG911 address datainitiatives, 3D addressing, and elections
andregistered voter address data.

Attendance taken by Eaton, Minutes taken by Blackmer and Drzyzga.
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(2) Addressing at all four levels of government was reviewed.
(@) Municipal
(i) PAhas1000 municipal address authorities

(i) PEMAis planning outreach with the finalization of
Addressing Reference Guide as a best practice
document to promote address authority
alignment with NG911 standards.

(b) County

(i) CCAPPAGISProshosting county collaborations
with NG911 Subcommittee & newly formed
Elections Subcommittee.

(i) PEMAis planning outreach with the finalization of
Data Sharing Agreement, which will allow counties
to sign up for sharing automated updates of their
NG911 SSAP and RCL datasets with minimal
redactions.

(c) State

(i) 5,782,749 address features statewide as of Aug.
2024

(i) 5,825,506 address features statewide as of Jan.
2026

(iiiy 47,757 features added in that five-month period
(d) Federal

(i) TheUS Department of Transportation’s National
Address Database project has 9 participating PA
counties.
https://www.transportation.gov/gis/national-
address-database

(i) The AWG lacks federal participation, recognized
Census and USPS have sophisticated addressing
systems and suggested the AWG could benefit
from their participation

Attendance taken by Eaton, Minutes taken by Blackmer and Drzyzga.
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c) Elevation Working Group (EWG) - Gross

() Thesetofrecent Leadership and Quarterly meetings was
summarized.

(2) Duringthe Nov. 5,2025 meeting, Rick Eagle (Sanborn)
presented “Maximizing ROl with Avalanche LiDAR: Unlocking
Greater Efficiency and Value,” which focused on Sanborn’s
new photon-counting lidar sensor, its technical
specifications, and its application possibilities.

(3) DuringtheJan. 28,2026 meeting, Amanda Pachomski
(USFWS, NWI Regional Coordinator) and Zac Winters
(Dewberry) presented “NWIWetland Mapping in PA,” which
focused on NWIwetland mapping projects in PAand how
3DEP and preliminary 3DHP data were successfully used to
update the NWI dataset.

(4) Maps of topographic lidar data acquisition projects and
inland river topo-bathymetric lidar data acquisition projects
were reviewed, along with progress and expected delivery
dates.

(a) Currentlidaracquisition projects are halted because
the ground is covered by snow.

(b) NOAA acquiring topo-bathymetric lidar data
representing the submerged topography of inland
rivers (Susquehanna, Allegheny, Monongahela and
tributaries thereof). Data are inreview. USGS filling in
gapsremaining along the Susquehanna. However, the
Lower Susquehanna data must be acquired with
multibeam sonar because the reservoirs/lakes have
waters too deep forlidar pulses to penetrate.

(c) By2027,two-thirds of the Commonwealth will be
covered with new NextGen 3DEP lidar data.

(d) The USGS and the USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) are “carrying
Pennsylvania’s water” when it comes to financing the
collection of new lidar data.

Attendance taken by Eaton, Minutes taken by Blackmer and Drzyzga.



Pennsylvania

State Geospatial Coordinating Board

Meeting Minutes

Date: February 12,2026 @ 1:30 PM

Location: Bureau of Geological Survey Office, Middletown, PA & Microsoft Teams

d) Guiseppe noted the clock and the shortage of time remaining and
suspended the rest of the Data Task Force report.

V.  OpencallforNew Business - Drzyzga
A. Nonew business was brought to the floor.

B. Drzyzganotedthe 2026 PA GIS Conference will be held April 15-17. The open
call for presentations closes tomorrow (Feb. 13), but the call for posters and
maps/map apps willremain open longer.
https://keystoneqis.org/pagisconference

VI.  Review the remining 2026 meeting schedule - Blackmer

Thu. April 23 Thu. May 21

Thu. July 16 Thu. August 20

Thu. October 15 Thu. November 12

Microsoft Teams Bureau of Geological Survey 3240
Schoolhouse Road Middletown, PA,
17057

Microsoft Teams

VIl.  The meetingwas adjourned at 2:59 PM.

Attendance taken by Eaton, Minutes taken by Blackmer and Drzyzga.
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