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COMMONWEALTH OF
PENNSYLVANIA

BOARD MEETING
14 Aug. 2025 @ 1:30 PM

Welcome!

STATE GEOSPATIAL
COORDINATING BOARD

STATE GEOSPATIAL COORDINATING BOARD WEBSITE



https://www.pa.gov/agencies/oa/programs/information-technology2/state-geospatial-coordinating-board.html
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AGENDA

Greeting
Membership: Changes and Roll Call
Opening remarks
Current Business
Updates from the GIO
Updates from the Leadership Team
Governance Task Force
Emerging Technologies
Policies & Procedures
HB 513
Service Delivery Task Force
Data Task Force
Reports from Working Groups
New Business
HS HIFLD Open data repository
OMB SOC Manual revision
Call for other New Business
Review 2025 meeting schedule
Adjourn



MEMBERSHIP: CHANGES & ROLL CALL

1. Membership changes - Eaton
A. Voting Members
1. Keystone GIS

a. Welcome Joe Livoti! Joe is the Geospatial Information
and Technology Director @ Union County.

0. Nathan Piekielek @ PSU completed his term.
8. Non-voting Members

1.  None.

2. Roll Call - Eaton
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OPENING REMARKS



B OPENING REMARKS

1. Min
utes from the GeoBoard Quarterly Meeting, 22 May 2025

were reviewed and :
Pennsylvania CO rreCted d u r.l n -
StateGeospatielCocrdinatingBoard 7 J u ly 2 02 5 . g th e J O] nt Ta S k FO rce m eet'i n g .

Meeting Minutes
Date: May 22,2025 @1:30PM
Location: Bureau of Geological Survey Office, Middletown. PA & Microsoft Teams

. ScottDrzyzga, Executive Direcior, called the meeting 10 orderat1:30 PM.

. KevinEaten, Vice-Chairperson, welcomed Gregory Hostetter o the GeoBoard and
conducted ol call.

A, Exec.Dep. Sec. Gregoty Hostetter(Pennsylvania Dept. of Agriculture, PDA)
introduced himself. Hegrewupona dairy farmin Lebanon County. He
spotlighted PDA’s geospatial interests, including: agriculturaldrone
operations; remote sensing (lidar) of crops; roads and hydrography: and
statewide parcelsto support better monitoring of PDAQ fant programs.

B. Boardmembers present: Gale Blackmer LChairperson)and Kevin Eaton (Vice -
chairperson) along with Damon Anderson, Rashaad Bates, John Benhart, Seff
Boyle, Cathy Califano, Bill Campbell, Brian Chalfant, Gergory Darr, Greg
Dunmire, David Glass, Eliza Gross, Michael Hill, Greg Hostetter, Will Hunt,
Maurie Kelly, Laura Lettiere, Marc Patti, Nathan Piekielek, Justin Smith, Debbie
Tollett, Matt Warner, James Whitacre, and Scott Zubek.

Board members absent; Jason Aucker, Kevin Boozel, and Bill Kiger.

Memberquorumachieved.

Others present: Morgan Baker, Kyle Bodtorf, Craig Ebersole, Al Guiseppe,
Eric Jespersen, Jerry Muniey, Joe Petroski, Scottie Wall, and Scotl Drzyzga.

1. Opening Remarks - Drzyzga

A, Scott mentioned the importance of meeting minutes and noted that the
minutes for the previous meeting (22 Feb. 2025) were reviewed by the
Leadership Team and postedto the GeoBoard website.

W. Current Business - Drzyzga

A 2024 AnnuaiReport - Drzyzga

1. JamesWhitacre motioned “to approve the 2024 Annual Report and
release it to the Governor, the General Assembly, and the public.”
David Glass seconded

2. Nodiscussion

3. Eatonconducteda roll callvote. Result: un animous vote to approve and
release; Aucker, Boozel, and Kiger were not present and, so, abstained.

V. Updates from State IS Coordinator - Wall

A, Provided clarity on functions of GIS podies within the state

Artendance taken by Eaton, Minutes taken by Blackmer and Drzyzga.




L OPENING REMARKS

Minutes from the Quarterly GeoBoard Meeting, 22 May 2025,
were reviewed and corrected during the Joint Task Force meeting,
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OPENING REMARKS

Minutes from the Quarterly GeoBoard Meeting, 22 May 2025,
were reviewed and corrected during the Joint Task Force meeting,

7 July 2025.

A theme has emerged naturally from our meeting agenda:
“Federal Partnerships.”

Jacob Heck, Ph.D., P.S. @ NOAA NGS
Great Lakes & Appalachia Regional Geodetic Advisor




Minutes from the Quarterly GeoBoard Meeting, 22 May 2025,
were reviewed and corrected during the Joint Task Force meeting,

7 July 2025.

A theme has emerged naturally from our meeting agenda:
“Federal Partnerships.”

Jacob Heck, Ph.D., P.S. @ NOAA NGS

Great Lakes & Appalachia Regional Geodetic Advisor
Stacey Smith @ EBA Engineering

VP of Geospatial Technologies and BIM Services

Newly elected President @ Keystone GIS



OPENING REMARKS

1. Minutes from the Quarterly GeoBoard Meeting, 22 May 2025,
were reviewed and corrected during the Joint Task Force meeting,
7 July 2025.

2. Atheme has emerged naturally from our meeting agenda:
“Federal Partnerships.”

3. Jacob Heck, Ph.D., P.S. @ NOAA NGS

< Great Lakes & Appalachia Regional Geodetic Advisor
4. Stacey Smith @ EBA Engineering

< VP of Geospatial Technologies and BIM Services

< Newly elected President @ Keystone GIS
5. Dimitrios Bolkas, Ph.D. @ Penn State Wilkes-Barre

< Geoscientist and Geologic Engineer

< Surveying Engineering Program Coordinator




(Pvt) \
KELLACHOWS

@.so - 25 : 3
;& “.’.4(‘3‘

— W\ o/ _ CHERRW
"v RIDEE-(N30)x A7
1357, L 30 1)
-, 12280 AN
%"_4624r-». g
BUlLE N (220) UC

¢ f’a 75

| AK]

WALLENPAUPACK

Q
SPRING HILL (Rvt)
728 (24512298

O SterlingS&="

Newfoundhd

CURRENT BUSINESS



CURRENT: OA GIS

i Office of Administration Geospatial Services (OA GIS) - Scottie Wall, GIO

« Office of Administration, in collaboration with 11 state agencies, has successfully procured
LightBox Smart Fabric Professional, a comprehensive high-quality commercial suite of datasets
- Parcels, Assessments, Addresses, and Building Footprints - that are essential for a wide range
of government operations.

KEI.LACHOWS

1430 - 25
) \ {." » PA GeoData Hydrography program page now live on PA GeoData
L"!" HERRY\ * Overview of hydrography programs and coordination efforts
‘ | ?225)"._“35’3 A"‘ « Access to datasets, services, and applications
9?’322, _ I‘ * Links to key partners like DCNR, DEP, USGS, and PASDA
(2200 ”C - * Resources to support planning, conservation, and GIS analysis

: r? 78

* PA Geospatial Focus Newsletter Vol.1 Issue 3 will be published this month
« Newsletter | PA GeoData to view all issues
* Subscribe to get future issues
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Geospatial Center of Excellence (GCoE)

* GIS Authoritative Publishing Best Practice Guide to streamline how authoritative geospatial
content is published across agencies. Designed for internal use by Commonwealth agencies and
GIS Delivery Center Divisions.

State agencies and interest groups looking for guidance, existing services, or operational requests please contact:
Scottie Wall - scwall@pa.gov - Office of Administration Geospatial Services (OA GIS)

For more information: Geospatial Services | Find Authoritative Commonwealth GIS Data: PA GeoData



https://pa-geo-data-pennmap.hub.arcgis.com/pages/cca700f15be54cc0ba1e495dfeef0e44
https://pa-geo-data-pennmap.hub.arcgis.com/pages/cca700f15be54cc0ba1e495dfeef0e44
https://pa-geo-data-pennmap.hub.arcgis.com/pages/d04e86bcc0ad413aaade4d4a5d6b922a
https://pa-geo-data-pennmap.hub.arcgis.com/pages/d04e86bcc0ad413aaade4d4a5d6b922a
https://maestro.pa.gov/list/area.html?mContainer=777&mOwner=G1j1h
https://maestro.pa.gov/list/area.html?mContainer=777&mOwner=G1j1h
https://pagov.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/GRP-BureauofGeospatialServices-OA-GCoE/Shared Documents/Other Resources/GIS Best Practice Guides/GIS Authoritative Publishing Best Practices - GCoE.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=dQrXIq
https://pagov.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/GRP-BureauofGeospatialServices-OA-GCoE/Shared Documents/Other Resources/GIS Best Practice Guides/GIS Authoritative Publishing Best Practices - GCoE.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=dQrXIq
https://pagov.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/GRP-BureauofGeospatialServices-OA-GCoE/Shared Documents/Other Resources/GIS Best Practice Guides/GIS Authoritative Publishing Best Practices - GCoE.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=dQrXIq
mailto:scwall@pa.gov
https://pa-geo-data-pennmap.hub.arcgis.com/pages/geospatial-services
https://pa-geo-data-pennmap.hub.arcgis.com/
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CURRENT: GOVERNANCE TASK FORCE

Report - Kevin Eaton @ OA

The GTF held a meeting on 8/5/25, and a scheduled meeting on 6/3/25
was canceled (vacations).

Emerging Technologies Subcommittee
Current Focus: draft Special Report on GeoAl in PA
Q3 Panel Discussion on Fri. Sept. 12, 2025 @ 1:00 PM
GeoAl & Al Assistant Tools
Grace McDonough (Esri)
Q4 Panel Discussion on Fri. Nov. 14, 2025 @ 1:00 PM
Machine Learning and Satellite Imagery Analysis
Dr. Hamed Alemohammad (Clark University)
Policies & Procedures Subcommittee

Amended Policies and Procedures document published
into GeoBoard's SharePoint site.
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CURRENT: GOVERNANCE TASK FORCE

Report (continued) - Eaton

Legislative Tracking

HOUSE BILL No. 513 - RE: Pennsylvania State Plane
Coordinate System.

Referred to House Intergovernmental Affairs &
Operations Committee on 2/5/25

Scheduled voting meeting on 6/26/25 was canceled.

Communications Plan

Ex Dir & Gov TF have been collaborating on a draft
communications matrix to identify target audiences,
messaging, timing, etc.

Work continues to as opportunities arise.


https://www.palegis.us/legislation/bills/text/HTM/2025/0/HB0513/PN0495
https://www.palegis.us/legislation/bills/text/HTM/2025/0/HB0513/PN0495

State Geospatial Coordinating Board
(GeoBoard)

Governance Task Force

3.

. Mission

Final Charter

The mission of the governance task force is t© document the geospatial
governance process in the commonwealth (to include all governmental entities),
establish a list of major priorities of initiatives to address the needs of the broader
geospatiai community, evaluate approaches to accomplishing initiatives within
existing budget constraints, identify opportunities for collaboration to meet
common objectives and coordinate activities across other geospatial governing

bodies.

. Goal

The governance task force will focus on identifying strategies to further the
dialogue across the geospatial community to identify common challenges and
solutions to solve them within the fiscal constraints the commonwealth is currently
facing. The task force will seek to establish frameworks and approaches for
adoption across the larger enterprise that yield better decision making, cost
effectiveness or improve outcomes.

Objectives

« Identify and evaluate creative approaches to fund geospatial activities in the
commonwealth given the current fiscal climate.

» Synchronize IT strategies with business strategy ensuring that the right people
are involved in making the right decisions to expand reach, open new channels
to better serve and deliver positive, effective outcomes for citizens.

« Lead the development of a com monwealth wide Geospatial strategic plan and
business plan in coordination with the other task forces, existing geospatial
governing bodies, other governmental entities and interested parties.

« Share and discuss legislative, federal mandates, and other challenges that may
be impacting the geospatial community.

. Coordinate information technology investment strategies that may be
underway so as to maximize investments.

. Advise and provide di rection and recommendations  to other standing
committees such as the Geospatial Technologies cteering Committee and

other appointed subcommittees.

CURRENT: GOVERNANCE TASK FORCE

Report (continued) - Eaton

Task Force Charter

The GTF is reviewin
_ g the Governance Task F
orce
which was last updated 11/20/2019 and is now cfuh?:;er'

date w/r/t the Strateq
gic Plan, Implem '
the evolved focus of the GeoBoaIde entation Flan, and

Updated GTF Charter
planned completi
GeoBoard Quarterly Meeting. pletion by next



State Geospatial Coordinating Board

(GeoBoard)

service Delivery Task Force

3.0

1. Mission
The mission of the service delivery task force is to evaluate how geospatial
services are d
counties deliver geospatial services and identify recom
geospatial cervices should be delivered in the commonwealth
investments. The task force should review how services are

. Goal
The service delivery task force will focus
improving geospatial service delivery in the commonweaitn -
government and citizenry. The task force will provide a i
perspective i
recommendations on how to implement initiatives, identify pol

excellence or best
approaches that need to be established to further the initiatives.

Final Charter

elivered today in the commonwealth, evaluate how other states and
mendations for how
to maximize

del should continue, if the commonwealth should

consider if the existing Mo 2

consider
center of excellence model shou

leveraging hybrid cloud services for geospatial service delivery or if a
id be established. The focus is on driving

efficiencies  and value-add  solutions while advancing the

commonwealth’s delivery of geospatial services.

n the identification of technical needs and opportunities, provide
tential centers of

practice models that can be leveraged and will identify

bjectives

Identify opportunities and recommend strategies that the commonwealth

should pursue to effectively leverage capabilities across government
appropriately to avoid redundant investments, enhance cross boundary
interoperability, and ensure repeatable success.
Research and evaluate how geospatial technology solutions are delivered today
in the commonwealth, identify ~existing challenges  and formulate
recommendations to improve the current environment.
Establish a footprint of technology solutions used to deploy geospatial services
in the commonwealth; including how much those technical solutions are
consumed to define a roadmap or go-forward strategy that best leverages

commenwealth investments.

+ Discuss strategic trends in technology opportunities, technologies, citizen

expectations, and the modern government trends as well as innovative

CURRENT: SERVICE DELIVERY TASK FORCE

Report

September Virtual sessi i
_ ssion on Esri GeoAl & Al Assi
Academia panel proposed for Q4 of this year Pistant Toots

Possible future prese '

ntations on NENA G
S _ IS data mo _
herry Massey, NIDIS (National Integrated Drought detys

Information System), C
, Central P :
escue and wolfare A Food Bank and ASPCA/animal

SDTF 1s reevaluating its Charter, which was released in 2019

Discu
the Stsjr?gatrzeous Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) re-openin
ccupation Classification once every ten yearsg
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CURRENT: SERVICE DELIVERY TASK FORCE

Report (continued)
PEMA imagery delivered to PASDA is complete.
New data at PASDA:
NIDIS Data -Historic Drought Data for PA 2000-2025
NOAA/NWS Historic Data 1950-2024 (Hail/Wind)

Historic Aerial Photos scanned by PSU Library. Photos
from SRBC, Cambria County, Penn State, State College,
Johnstown Flood 1977 - 1978, South Beltway PA &
Southwest PA Commission.

Penn State data: Boundaries, buildings, paved areas,
parking, roads, sites, sidewalks, wooded areas, etc.

Data updates from PennDOT, PA DEP, PA DCNR, PA DEP
Mines; Erie, Franklin and Adams Counties; and PA Fish
and Boat.
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CURRENT: SERVICE DELIVERY TASK FORCE

Report (continued)

Local Law Enforcement Locations (HIFLD)
Prison Boundaries (HIFLD)

Fire and EMS Stations (HIFLD)

"USA Structures PA (FEMA)

Mobile Home Parks (HIFLD)

Local EOCs (HIFLD)

EPA Facility Registry Service (FRS) Wastewater Treatment Plants
(HIFLD)

"Nuclear Facilities Current Status (FEMA)

NPP Distance Range Rings - NPP Distance Rings (FEMA)
Power Plants (HIFLD)

Hydrocarbon Gas Liquid (HGL) Pipelines (HIFLD)

Paging Transmission Towers (HIFLD)

Cellular Towers New (HIFLD)

Land Mobile Private Transmission Towers (HIFLD)

Microwave Service Towers (HIFLD)

¢ & & &

S - S

New data at PASDA (continued):
DHS/HIFLD Open data

Land Mobile Broadcast Towers (HIFLD)
Land Mobile Commercial Transmission Towers (HIFLD)
Antenna Structure Registration (ASR) (HIFLD)

Broadband Radio Service (BRS) and Educational Broadband
Service (EBS) Transmitters (HIFLD)

NTAD Aviation Facilities (HIFLD)

Runways (HIFLD)

"Port Status

Hospitals (HIFLD)

Nursing Homes (HIFLD)

Pharmacies (HIFLD/ Open RX)

Dialysis Centers (HIFLD)

Private Schools (HIFLD)

Public Schools (HIFLD)

Colleges and Universities Campuses (HIFLD)

Child Care Centers (HIFLD)
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CURRENT: DATA TASK FORCE

Report - Al Guiseppe @ Bureau of Geological Survey, DCNR

1. Working Groups
A. Elevation WG - Eliza Gross @ USGS
. Hydrography WG - Ellen Fehrs @ BGS
Civic Boundary WG - Mark Leitzel @ PennDOT
. Addressing WG - Justin Smith @ Cumberland County
Land Records & Parcels WG (no report)

nom o N W

Geodetic WG (no report)
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ELEVATION WORKING GROUP

Report
Progress in Q3
Leadership meetings

May 21 - Planning elevation/hydrography priority areas
to be submitted to the U.S. Mapping Coordination
website, and coordinating elevation priority areas with
the proposed 5-year remote sensing plan.

July 16 - Steve Kocsis (Cambria County GIS Manager)
discussed a county drone program project, awarded
through a DOT SMART Grant, that will focus on
performing medical emergency deliveries, for which
3DEP lidar was heavily used in the development of the
test program, mainly for planning and line of sight
requirements.



ELEVATION WORKING GROUP

Report (continued) - Gross

Progress in Q3 (continued)

2. Publication of USGS Circular “The 3D National Topoaraphy
The 30 National TGoem;g:;P;'V.a‘.‘g“g‘.‘éLgﬁﬂ.f?a',ﬁ;ﬁ_ Model Call for Action—Part 2: The Next Generation 3D
rt 2: The Next Generation :
s Elevation Program”

3. Nothing new to report for current lidar elevation projects
(PA_17County_D24, PA_9County_D25). Projects are
proceeding as planned.

Circular 1553
Version 1.1, July 2025

U.S. Department of the lnterior
U.S. Geological Survey



https://pubs.usgs.gov/publication/cir1553
https://pubs.usgs.gov/publication/cir1553
https://pubs.usgs.gov/publication/cir1553
https://pubs.usgs.gov/publication/cir1553
https://pubs.usgs.gov/publication/cir1553
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ELEVATION WORKING GROUP

Report (continued)

Goals for Q4
Quarterly meetings
Wednesday, August 20, 2025 Summer Quarterly Meeting

Christopher Kahn @ AlphaRTK, “Precision Agriculture
— Multi-spectral UAS, RTK Precision, and GIS
enhances productivity while creating insights at the
Rutgers Center for Turfgrass Science"

Drew Meren and Scott Venables @ NV5, “Inland
Topobathymetric Lidar Projects"

Leadership meetings
Wednesday, September 10, 2025
Wednesday, October 29, 2025
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ELEVATION WORKING GROUP

Report (continued)

Goals for Q4 (continued)
USGS Data Collaboration Announcement (DCA)
Wednesday, August 6, 2025

Elevation and hydrography DCAs will be released and an
informational webinar will be held from 1-2pm ET
(registration available on the DCA website)



https://www.usgs.gov/3d-national-topography-model/data-collaboration-announcement-portal

HYDROGRAPHY WORKING GROUP

Report - Ellen Fehrs @ DCRN Bureau of Geological Survey

LakeErie_B24_H

< PA_EDHL_Raystown_2021_D21 - 02050302
Upper Juniata features have been published to
the 3DHP web service, attribution will be added
next fiscal year

< PA_Northeast_Susquehanna_D23_H - all data still
need to be published to the 3DHP web service

< PA_LakeErie_B24_H - as of July 17, data are with
USGS for review after first round of corrections

< PA_Allegheny_B25_H - project getting close to
being awarded, expect a project kickoff call soon

< PA_LowerSusquehanna_D25_H - DEM data are
being prepared

Allegheny_B25_H

|:| Upcoming EDH
- In-progress EDH

- In-progress 3DHP
] Dpetivered 3DHP




Pennsylvania 3D Hydrography Workshops

The PA State Geespatial Coordinating Board's Hydrography Working Group is hosting
two workshops designed for hydrography users acress Pennsylvania. Whether you're
working at the state level or supporting local and regional efforts, these sessions offer
hands-on demenstrations and meaningful dialegue tailered to your work.

Both workshops will feature:

* Live, interactive demonstrations of 3D hydrography data and applications

* Opportunities to ask questions and share insights
* A collaborative setting tailored to each audience

Help us strengthen our state's hydrography network and shape future data initiatives!

December 16, 2025

State Agencies

Discussion to focus on the
priorities, tools, and data needs of
Pennsylvania state agencies.

Details and registration.

January 6, 2026

Local and Regional

Discussion to center on the
challenges and questions of local
and regional professionals.

Details and registration.

State Agencies

December 16, 2025

Discussion to focus on the
priorities, tools, and data needs of
Pennsylvania State agencies.

January 6, 2026

Discussion to center on the
challenges and questions of local
and regional professionals.
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CIVIC BOUNDARY WORKING GROUP

Report
Overarching goal

100% relative boundary alignment between state and
federal versions

Foundation is complete
Data deficiencies understood and clarified
Census, DOT, DCED collaboration fortified
Data update mechanisms in place and functioning

Boundary Quality Project (BQP) to remediate data
quality issues

Boundary and Annexation Survey (BAS) to maintain
data currency
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CIVIC BOUNDARY WORKING GROUP

Report

There is an opportunity to complete the BQP before the
2030 Census, but continuity and pace are unclear.

Census updates occur on a strict annual schedule.

On-schedule completion would require outreach to and
response from 20-30 counties per year.

DOT has enough resources to study only 3-5 per year.

DCED capacity for needed project outreach unsettled.

Is there any help the GeoBoard can offer to help us capitalize
on this opportunity?
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ADDRESSES WORKING GROUP

Report

NextGen 9-1-1 data

PEMA is drafting a NG911 GIS data sharing plan for
Site-Structure Address Points (SSAP) and
Road Centerlines (RCL)

PEMA is finalizing a first draft of “Addressing Reference
Guide for Address Authorities" with a scenario library to
support Act 147 of 2024 requirements.

Elections data

Dept of State and vendor Civix are working on an
Election Modernization Implementation project.

The proposed system will replace the current SURE
database that manages registered voters by address and
assigns them to voting precincts and districts.

Some documentation for the proposed system was
shared with feedback due 8/8/2025.



h ADDRESSES WORKING GROUP

Report
United States Postal Service (USPS) address data

Brief
The GeoBoard Address Workgroup pro poses that the Commonwea tth of pennsylvania enter
into a data shafing agreement with the United States Postal Service {UsPS) for mutual
address data improvement. Next Generation 911 (NG911) and other tabular address lists
would henefit from USPS address data maintained by flests of ‘boots on the ground’

- .
(:tifciiﬁ)siss V\fcorkmg Group has drafted a proposal
enter into a data sharin '
g agreem
the USPS for mutual address data imprO\Q/]emen’fnt W

service providers.

introduction

IntroQuelioil

PEMA and County GIS Data Stewards are collaboratively maintaining and developing
g. The Geoboard has

address point (SSAP) and road (RCL} layers for NGS11 call routin

G811 SSAP and RCL as the authoritative source far the Pennsylvania base
ntain the most up to date and lacally
provide significant value to

Whi
hile the content of the proposal can be considered

finished, there are :
. e some questions i
actionability of the proposal. regarding the

identified the N
map. Completed in 2024, the SSAP and RCLco

sourced authoritative spatial address data. SSAP and RCL can

many secandary users for location mapping.

Sharing
s to sign up for automated

tilize the same GIS address

PEMA is drafting an in‘tergovemmental agreement far cauntie
to access, download, and U

data sharing. Anyone will be able
11 S5AP and RCL will help to develop a common

layers used for 911. Sharing NG9
apera‘tingpicture, where a 911 dispatcher, first responder, 911 caller, and other users see

the same map; reducing non authoritative data and data siloes. As reliance on NG911
SSAP and RCL will increase among public and secondary uses, so too will their
expectatians for a correct and complete dataset.

Challenges
nneed of better infarmation to manage and build
authoritative SSAP. County GIS staffis challenged with keeping large datasets up to date

Ideally county GIS could subscribe to the same datahase ma intained by
a Stewards are particularly

County GIS Data Stewards are

with smalt staffs.
fleets of ‘boots onthe ground’ service providers. County GIS Dat

challenged with...

ed land records do not have good sub parcel

« Traditional county bas
relationships with local address authorities

information. Counties have developed
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LAND RECORDS WORKING GROUP

No report - Kara Shindle @ Franklin County GIS
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GEODETIC WORKING GROUP

No report - John Hamilton @ Terrasury, Inc.
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HOMELAND INFRASTRUCTURE
FOUNDATION-LEVEL DATA (HIFLD)

HIFLD Open is a publicly available resource with more than
500 data layers (many from USGS).

As of June 26, 2025, HIFLD Open datasets are no
longer being updated.

The Open repository will be discontinued on August
26, 2025.

HIFLD Secure remains the commercially licensed and FOUO
(for official use only) data housed on the DHS Geospatial
Information Infrastructure. Access remains subject to a Data
Use Agreement and restricted to Homeland Security
Enterprise mission partners.



CLASSIFICATION
MANUAL

2018 STANDARD OCCUPATIONAL
CLASSIFICATION (SOC) MANUAL

About

Federal Office of Management and Budget (OMB) established
the SOC Manual to ensure occupation data are comparable and
classified consistently across Federal statistical activities.

The SOC was issued in 1977 and revised in 1980, 2000, 2010,
and 2018.

OMB 1s considering revisions for 2028.

2024: Announce, collect public requests and comments
2025: Review and reply

2026: Collect additional public comments

2027: Review and finalize

2028: Release
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United States, 2018

SJCE OF THE PRESIDENT
EXECUTIVE OFF]CT,‘OI'. Hi L
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET

2018 STANDARD OCCUPATIONAL
CLASSIFICATION (SOC) MANUAL

About
17-1021: Cartographers and Photogrammetrists

17:Major group — Architecture and Engineering Occupations
1: Minor group - Architects, Surveyors, and Cartographers
02:Broad occupations - Surveyors, Cartographers, and Photogrammetrists

1: Detailed occupation - Cartographers and Photogrammetrists

Research, study, and prepare maps and other spatial data in digital or
graphic form for one or more purposes, such as legal, social, political,
educational, and design purposes. May work with Geographic Information
Systems (GIS). May design and evaluate algorithms, data structures, and
user interfaces for GIS and mapping systems. May collect, analyze, and
interpret geographic information provided by geodetic surveys, aerial
photographs, and satellite data.



CLASSIFICATION
MANUAL

United States, 2018

SJCE OF THE PRESIDENT
EXECUTIVE OFFICE ‘01'. Hi L
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET

2018 STANDARD OCCUPATIONAL
CLASSIFICATION (SOC) MANUAL

About
17-1022: Surveyors

17:Major group — Architecture and Engineering Occupations
1: Minor group - Architects, Surveyors, and Cartographers
02:Broad occupations - Surveyors, Cartographers, and Photogrammetrists

2: Detailed occupation - Surveyors

Make exact measurements and determine property boundaries. Provide data
relevant to the shape, contour, gravitation, location, elevation, or dimension
of land or land features on or near the earth’s surface for engineering,
mapmaking, mining, land evaluation, construction, and other purposes..
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United States, 2018

2018 STANDARD OCC
UPATION
CLASSIFICATION (SOC) MANUAALL

Official OMB occupations (in the SOC Manual)

17-1021: Cartographers and Photogrammetrists
17-1022: Surveyors

17-3031: Surveying and Mapping Technicians
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United States, 2018

2018 STANDARD OCCUPATIONAL
CLASSIFICATION (SOC) MANUAL

Official OMB occupations (in the SOC Manual)

17-1021: Cartographers and Photogrammetrists
17-1022: Surveyors

17-3031: Surveying and Mapping Technicians

Unofficial BLS sub-occupations (not in the SOC Manual) i
: GIS Technologists & Technicians

15-1299
19-4099
19-4099

: Remote Sensing Scientists & Technologists

: Remote Sensing Technicians



OCCUPATIONAL

CLASSIFICATION
MANUAL

United States, 2018

2018 STANDARD OCCUPATIONAL
CLASSIFICATION (SOC) MANUAL

Why should we care?

1. The SOC Manual serves as the Department of Labor's master
list of official occupationsin the US (n = 867)

2. No official occupation class means no wage or labor
statistics.

3. No official occupation class means not eligible for federal
grants or apprenticeship programs.

4. There are no official classes for GIS or Remote Sensing-
specific occupations in the SOC Manual.
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What's happening now?

Docket ID (BLS-2024-0001)

Standard Occupation Classification (SOC) - Updates for 2028

Request to consider changes to one 2018 S50C detailed occupation, and
recommendations for the addition of four new detailed occupatioris and one new broad
occupation groups for geospatial occupations.

Summary Statement

The National Science Eoundation-funded Geospatial Technoloay Center of Excellence
{GeoTech Genter) established the Geospatial Technology Occupational Workgroup 1o review
existing geospatial occupations in the 50C system and develop recomm endations for their
revision and reorganization. The Workgroup, which consists of representatives {see below) from
professional organizations, academic institutions, and industry, deliberated on how geospatial
occupations should be characterized and organized in the SOC system. Full details of the
\Workgroup's findings and recommendations are included in the following pages of this public
comment, below are the key points.

1. gcigzgé_a group called the Geospatial Technology
pational Workgroup proposed some changes for 2028

« The existing SOC detailed occupation of 47-1021.00 Cartographers and Photogrammetrists
encompasses two occupations with very different nature of work, skills and abilities, education
and training, and licensing requirements. We recommend retiring the SOC detailed occupation
of 17-1021.00 Cartographers “and Photogrammetrists, separating the two occupations currently
covered by that SOC code, and merging them with other more retevant detailed occupations.
Specifically, Cartographers should be merged with the proposed detailed occupation of
Geographic \nformation Systems ( GIS) Scientists and Technologists, and Photogrammetrists
should be merged with the proposed detailed occupation of Remote Sensing {RS) Scientists
and Photogrammetrists

15-000 Computer and Mathematical Occupations

15-120 Computer Occupations

15-12 ' ienti
60 Geospatial Scientists, Technologists, and Technicians

15-1261 Geographi -
phic Information Syste ienti
15-1261.01 Cartographers ystems Scientists & Technologists

ic- :
5-1262 Geographic Information Systems Technicians

15-1263 Remote Sensi ienti
sing Scientists and Ph ;
15-1264 Remote Sensing Technicians crogrammetrists

. There is currently one geospaﬁal-relaled detailed occupation (17-1021.00 Cartographers and
Photogrammetrists) and three occupations helow the detailed level U9-2099.01 Remote
Sensing Scientists and Technolodists, 19-4099.03 Remote Sensing Technicians, 15-1299.02
Geographic [nformation Systems Technalogists and Technicians) organized across three
difterent major groups in the SOC system. Given the similarities in these occupations’ job
duties, skills, education ' and fraining, we believe they should be reorganized under one new
broad occupation {i.e. 15-1260 Geospatial Scientists, Technologists, and Technicians) under
the minor group of 15-1200 Computer Occupations within the major group of 15-0000 Computer
and Mathematical Occupations.

\

« The three geospatial occupations that are currently below the detailed level (19-2099.01
Remote Sensing Scientists and Technologists: 19-4099.03 Remote Sensing Technicians, 15-
1299.02 Geographic Information Systems Technologists and Technicians) should be added to
the SOC system as three new detailed occupations. We believe that 15-1299.02 Geographic
Information Systems Technologists and Technicians should be splitinto two new detailed
occupations. which are (1) Geographic Information Systems Scientists and Technologists, and
(2) Geographic Information Systems Technicians given these occupations’ different nature of
work and educationalftraining requirements. Moreover, 19-2099.01 Remote Sensing Scientists
and Technologists should be renamed Remote Sensing Scientists and Photogrammetrists since

e
1 Most post-secondary geospatial educational programs include classesin GIS and RS. Examples of geospatial
educational programs. that include GIS and RS courses can be seen inthe,

vial certificate, University of Southern California’s Masters in Ge hic
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Is anything else happening?
1.

Docket ID (BLS-2024-0001)
Standard Occupation Classification (SOC) - Updates for 2028
Request for the addition of a new detailed occupation called
commercial Uncrewed Aircraft Operators

'he Unmanned Aircr m
aft System Collegiate Traini
_ giate Trainin '
proposed a new occupation class for Remote pilotgs fste

NENA (911) and Intrado Li
o Life & Safety submitted 1
s . ind
requested to reclassify “Public Safety Telecommuniceaptf)rr]g"ent

Summary Statement
The Federal Aviation Administration's (FAA) Unmanned Aircraft Systemns Collegiate
Training Initiative (UAS-CTD) established the CT1 Occupational Workgroup to develop @
new detailed occupation for Commercial Uncrewed Aircraft Operators, commonly
known as Commercial Drone QOperators of Commercial Unmanned Aircraft Operators.
Over the course of two years, the Workgroup, consisting of representatives from
professional organizations, academic institutions, governmental agencies, and industry,
gathered what we believe to be convincing data and feedback to make the case fora
new detailed occupation in the Standard Occupational Classification system Full details
of the Workgroup's findings are attached, but here are some of the highlights:

N

« Everyone who uses drones for non-recreational purposes is required to possess the
Part 107 FAA Remote Pilot Certificate. This provides & consistent standard of training,
and it is @ unique licensing requirement for everyone employed as a commercial drone
operator.

. The knowledge, skills, and abilities required for successful employment as Commercial
Uncrewed Aircraft Operators are substantially different from those of existing related
occupations such as Commercial Pilots (53-2012).

« The employment outlook for Commercial Uncrewed Aircraft Operators has been
steadily growing as more industries leamn about drones and are adopting them as part of
their workflows. Without a detailed occupation called Commercial Uncrewed Aircraft
Operators, the employment data for this occupation are currently grouped with other
existing occupations that may have liile or nothing to do with the actual work performed
by Commercial Uncrewed Aircraft Operators on @ daily basis.

Next public comment period expected July-ish 2026

Is t : : :
here any interest in contributing to this conversation?
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CALL FOR OTHER NEW BUSINESS
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Bureau of Geological Survey
3240 Schoolhouse Road
Middletown, PA, 17057

Microsoft Teams
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COMMONWEALTH OF
PENNSYLVANIA

BOARD MEETING
END

Thank you for participating!

STATE GEOSPATIAL
COORDINATING BOARD

STATE GEOSPATIAL COORDINATING BOARD WEBSITE



https://www.pa.gov/agencies/oa/programs/information-technology2/state-geospatial-coordinating-board.html
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/oa/programs/information-technology2/state-geospatial-coordinating-board.html
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