
Pennsylvania  
State Geospatial Coordinating Board 
Meeting Minutes 
Date: August 14, 2025 @ 1:30 PM 
Location: Bureau of Geological Survey Office, Middletown, PA & Microsoft Teams 
 

Attendance taken by Eaton, Minutes taken by Blackmer and Drzyzga. 

I. Scott Drzyzga, Executive Director, called the meeting to order at 1:30 PM and noted 
the meeting is not being recorded and no AI transcription service is being used 
 

II. Kevin Eaton, Vice-Chairperson, welcomed Joe Livoti @ Keystone GIS to the 
GeoBoard and conducted roll call. 

A. Board members present: Gale Blackmer (Chairperson) and Kevin Eaton (Vice-
chairperson) along with Damon Anderson, John Benhart, Jeff Boyle, Bill 
Campbell, Brian Chalfant, Gergory Darr, Greg Dunmire, Eliza Gross, Michael 
Hill, Greg Hostetter, Will Hunt, Maurie Kelly, Bill Kiger, Laura Lettiere, Joe 
Livoti, Marc Patti, Justin Smith, Debbie Tollett, James Whitacre, and Scott 
Zubek.  

B. Board members absent: Jason Aucker, Rashaad Bates, Kevin Boozel, Cathy 
Califano, David Glass, and Matt Warner. 

C. Member quorum achieved. 

D. Others present: Kyle Bodtorf, Dimitrios Bolkas, Al Guiseppe, Jacob Heck,    
Eric Jespersen, Jerry Munley, Mark Leitzel, Joe Petroski, Stacey Smith, Scottie 
Wall, and Scott Drzyzga. 

III. Opening Remarks – Drzyzga 

A. Minutes from the last quarterly meeting were reviewed and corrected at the 
last Joint Task Force meeting. 

B. Introduced Jacob Heck – NOAA NGS – Great Lakes and Appalachia Regional 
Geodetic Advisor – Located in Ann Arbor MI – Regional advisor for over 5 years. 
NGS is still moving forward with geodetic datum modernization. Still on track, 
at least for federal agencies to use next year. NGS webinar today (will be 
recorded) on more details of the project. 

1. Jacob Heck, Ph.D. @ NOAA NGS 
https://www.ngs.noaa.gov/ADVISORS/ 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jacob-heck-51282130/  

C. Introduced Stacey Smith – newly elected President of Keystone GIS – EBA 
Engineering, VP Geospatial Technologies and Asset Mgmt – previously with 
Chester Co. GIS for more than 20 years. Participated in County Pros. 

1. Stacey Smith, GISP @ EBA Engineering 
https://keystonegis.org/Board-of-Directors 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/stacey-smith-gisp-8284839/   

https://www.ngs.noaa.gov/ADVISORS/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jacob-heck-51282130/
https://keystonegis.org/Board-of-Directors
https://www.linkedin.com/in/stacey-smith-gisp-8284839/
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D. Dr. Dimitrios Bolkas – Penn State Wilkes-Barre – Associate’s and Bachelor’s 
degree in surveying is offered at this campus. Campus is slated for closure 
with no plans for what happens to the program. This is the only formal 
surveying educational program in the state. Could be a significant workforce 
issue for surveying industry in the state. 

1. Dimitrios Bolkas, Ph.D. @ Penn State Wilkes Barre 
https://wilkesbarre.psu.edu/person/bolkas-dimitrios 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dimitrios-bolkas-8818a363/ 

2. Scott Drzyzga pointed out that this kind of loss and disruption reflects 
the “demographic cliff.” The size of the traditional college-age cohort is 
shrinking and will continue to shrink over the next 20 years. Board 
members could advocate for moving this program to another campus 
(the Board itself is not able to advocate directly in this matter as a state 
related agency interacting with another state related agency). 

Current Business - Drzyzga 

A. Updates from State GIS Coordinator – Scottie Wall 

1. OA GIS successfully procured “LightBox Smart Fabric Professional” – a 
commercial suite of essential datasets 

a) Representative parcel boundary + assessment record + building 
footprint(s) + address(es).  

b) 11 state agencies partnering in procurement. 

c) Justin Smith asked about the relationship with counties. Scottie 
Wall explained that because all counties would not share their data, 
the state could not carry on its business without a complete 
commercial dataset. Lightbox claims they obtain much of the data 
from counties. Lightbox does not own the data; they own the 
proprietary application that they sell. At some point, OA GIS may 
set up a site where counties can go to view and verify the LightBox 
data.  

d) OA GIS would prefer to have full data sharing from counties. 

2. A new “Hydrography Program” page went live on the PA GeoData 
website, thanks to Ellen Fehrs. Visit https://pa-geo-data-
pennmap.hub.arcgis.com/pages/cca700f15be54cc0ba1e495dfeef0e
44  

https://wilkesbarre.psu.edu/person/bolkas-dimitrios
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dimitrios-bolkas-8818a363/
https://pa-geo-data-pennmap.hub.arcgis.com/pages/cca700f15be54cc0ba1e495dfeef0e44
https://pa-geo-data-pennmap.hub.arcgis.com/pages/cca700f15be54cc0ba1e495dfeef0e44
https://pa-geo-data-pennmap.hub.arcgis.com/pages/cca700f15be54cc0ba1e495dfeef0e44
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3. “PA Geospatial Focus Newsletter” issue 3 will be published this month.  
Users can view online and subscribe. Visit https://pa-geo-data-
pennmap.hub.arcgis.com/pages/cca700f15be54cc0ba1e495dfeef0e
44  

4. GCOE created ”GIS Authoritative Publishing Best Practice Guide” (link 
provided in the presentation). SharePoint users can use the Guide as a 
checklist to reach new GIS policy and standards. Resource will be built 
out over time; this is a “first draft.” 

Updates from the Leadership Team 

A. Governance Task Force – Eaton 

1. House Bill 513 –  Pennsylvania State Plane Coordinate System 

a) A scheduled voting meeting on 6/26/25 was cancelled and has not 
been rescheduled at this time. The bill is still in committee.   

b) Text available at 
https://www.palegis.us/legislation/bills/text/HTM/2025/0/HB051
3/PN0495  

2. Emerging Technologies Subcommittee – Zubek 

a) Meeting biweekly and holding quarterly panel discussions. Panels 
for next two quarters are planned.  

b) Co-organizing the next webinar, “GeoAI & AI-Drive Workflows,” for 
9/12/2025. 

c) Drafting a Special Report on GeoAI in Pennsylvania 

3. Policies & Procedures Subcommittee – Eaton 

a) Proposed and accepted changes to the “GeoBoard Policies and 
Procedures” document were finalized.  The new document was 
published via the GeoBoard SharePoint site. 

b) Will be producing a special report on Geo AI for the GeoBoard; will 
seek approval and release. 

4. Communications Plan – Eaton 

a) Work is moving forward on an ad hoc basis as opportunities arise. 
Working with Ex. Dir. To design the plan. 

https://pa-geo-data-pennmap.hub.arcgis.com/pages/cca700f15be54cc0ba1e495dfeef0e44
https://pa-geo-data-pennmap.hub.arcgis.com/pages/cca700f15be54cc0ba1e495dfeef0e44
https://pa-geo-data-pennmap.hub.arcgis.com/pages/cca700f15be54cc0ba1e495dfeef0e44
https://www.palegis.us/legislation/bills/text/HTM/2025/0/HB0513/PN0495
https://www.palegis.us/legislation/bills/text/HTM/2025/0/HB0513/PN0495
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5. Task Force Charter document - Eaton 

a) The current Task Force Charter document is available via the 
SharePoint site (see the Governance Task Force page). 

b) The Task Force is reviewing its charter because activities and focus 
have evolved since 2020.  The plan is to have a draft for approval at 
the next quarterly meeting. 

B. Service Delivery Task Force – Lettiere 

1. Co-organizing the next webinar, “GeoAI & AI-Drive Workflows,” for 
9/12/2025. Per usual, a recording will be available via PASDA. 

2. Webinar attendance is strong. Future presentations planned. Want to 
invite some “non-traditional” users like Food Bank and animal rescue 

3. Task Force Charter document - Eaton 

a) The current Task Force Charter document is available via the 
SharePoint site (see the Service Delivery Task Force page). 

b) The Task Force is reviewing its charter because activities and focus 
have evolved since 2019.  The plan is to have a draft for approval at 
the next quarterly meeting. 

4. US OMB and BLS is opening Standard Occupation Classification Manual 
(see more details under New Business). The Task Force is considering 
comments on GIS and related classifications. 

5. Several updates on PASDA. 

6. Critical infrastructure data (DHS HIFLD Open) are no longer available on 
the federal website, but they are now archived and available at PASDA. 

C. Data Task Force - Guiseppe 

1. Reports from Working Groups 

a) Addresses Working Group - Smith 

(1) NG911 and addressing goals are outlined in PEMA’s 2024 
Strategic Plan. 

(2) The PEMA GIS Work Group is measuring and studying the 
workforce and workflows that support PEMA’s NG911 effort. 
The group is looking not just at the data, but at the processes 
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and people needed to maintain the data. Will be very 
important to future decision making. 

(3) Elections data 

(a) Legislation requires election information be provided 
through the SURE system.  

(b) The current SURE system has reached end of life. 
Department of State is looking into a replacement. 

(4) The Addresses Working Group has drafted a proposal for 
data sharing with USPS; available on the SharePoint site. 
Basically, USPS has a  lot of people working on addresses all 
the time, while counties have maybe 1 or 2 people trying to 
keep up. On the other hand, counties know about new 
addresses well before USPS. They should work together. 

b) Land Records / Parcels Working Group – no report. 

c) Civic Boundaries Working Group - Leitzel 

(1) Have established data deficiencies, strengthened 
collaborations, and created some data update mechanisms. 

(2) Would be great to complete a statewide Boundary Quality 
Project (BQP) before the 2030 census, but pace and 
continuity are unclear. The agencies involved need capacity 
to get it done on time. Seems like there should be an impartial 
researcher to help decide which boundary is correct (or 
neither). Takes a lot to overcome the agency inertia to move a 
line that represents a boundary. Note: the PennDOT boundary 
establishing objectives are different from the Census 
objectives. 

(3) Can the GeoBoard help? 

(4) Who initiates changes?  

(a) Sounds like PennDOT makes their own changes and 
sends them to DCED, who sends to Census. 
Municipalities also send changes to Census, but 
perhaps not with a sufficient paper trail to document 
and archive. 
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d) Elevation Working Group - Gross 

(1) Leadership meetings – coordinating priority elevation and 
hydrography areas to add to U.S. Mapping Coordination 
website.  

(2) Cambria County awarded a drone project through a DOT 
SMART Grant to perform medical emergency deliveries; uses 
lidar for planning and line of sight. 

(3) USGS Hydrography Call For Action Circular 1519 published  

(4) Both on-going lidar projects in Pennsylvania are proceeding 
as planned. 

(5) Next EWG meeting to be held on August 20. Presentations on 
precision agriculture and topobathymetric lidar projects 

(6) USGS released the FY26 DCA. Can watch the webinar 
recording or contact Eliza for information. 

e) Hydrography Working Group – Guiseppe 

(1) A map of available and future 3D hydrography data was 
shown (see presentation). 

(2) Two 3D hydrography workshops are scheduled. Delivery will 
be hybrid, but organizers encourage in-person attendance at 
BGS office in Middletown. 

(a) State agencies: December 16, 2025 

(b) Local and regional partners: January 6, 2026  

(3) Drzyzga encouraged folks interested in civic boundaries to 
attend 

(4) Guiseppe invited anyone interested to attend HWG 
meetings. 

f) Geodetic Working Group – Drzyzga 

(1) The working group did not meet this quarter. 

(2) The National Geodetic Survey is moving forward with National 
Spatial Reference System Modernization. 
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(a) The North American Datum of 1983 (NAD83) will be 
superseded by North American Terrestrial Reference 
Frame of 2022 (NATRF2022). 

(i) The State Plane Coordinate System of 1983 
(SPCS83) will be superseded by the State Plane 
Coordinate System of 2022 (SPCS2022). 

(b) The North American Vertical Datum of 1988 (NAVD88) 
will be superseded by the North American-Pacific 
Geopotential Datum of 2022 (NAPGD2022). 

(c) More info at https://beta.ngs.noaa.gov  

IV. New Business – Drzyzga 

A. Homeland Infrastructure Foundation-Level Data (HIFLD) Open data repository 

1. HIFLD Open is a public domain database of community preparedness, 
resiliency, research data made freely available to the public, provided 
through Dept. of Homeland Security. 

2. August 26 – all the pages will be discontinued. In most cases, these 
datasets are maintained and made available through the original data 
provider (e.g., The National Map by USGS). They did put a crosswalk table 
on the website. PASDA has archived a number of the datasets. 

3. If you can show you are a DHS mission partner – support a homeland 
security or homeland defense mission – you may be eligible for access 
HIFLD Secure layers that will be hosed on the Geospatial Information 
Infrastructure (GII). 

4. Check the HIFLD Open website for more information 

B. OMB SOC Manual revision 

1. OMB and BLS are considering revisions for 2028. Will solicit additional 
comments in 2026 (our opportunity to participate if we so choose) 

2. Currently, there are no GIS- or remote sensing-specific job titles. BLS 
has their own unofficial classifications, but they are not included in the 
manual of official classifications. 

3. Why care? If there is no official classification, there are no labor statistics. 
No means of providing federal grants for apprenticeships. 

https://beta.ngs.noaa.gov/
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4. A group called Geospatial Technology Occupational Workgroup 
proposed a new set of Computer and Mathematical Occupations. 

a) We can have an opportunity to comment on these proposals. 

5. Also, the are proposals for Remote Pilots and for moving “Public Safety 
Telecommunicators” to “Protective Service Occupations.” 

6. Drzyzga would like to take the temperature of the Board to determine 
whether we want to add our voices to the conversation. If so, we want to 
be prepared to provide comments before the call comes out. 

7. Wall asked about potential of passing any comments through other 
federal partners (e.g. FGDC) and pointed out that our Commonwealth 
HR will find federal classification descriptions helpful. 

C. Call for other New Business 

1. Joe Livoti plugged the NW PA GIS conference (link in chat). 

2. Eliza Gross wondered what GeoBoard comments on the SOC might look 
like. Scott Drzyzga replied that that’s kind of the crux of the issue. We 
don’t really know yet. 

a) Lend support for the proposed changes; 

b) Come out against the proposed changes; 

c) Offer our own ideas; 

d) Or some combination thereof. 

3. Dr. Benhart commented that the current SOC classifications are not 
working well to encourage students, and their families, to pursue careers 
in our industry. 

V. Review 2025 meeting schedule – Eaton 
 

VI. Adjourn - Drzyzga 


