
BOARD MEETING
20 Feb. 2025 @ 1:30 PM

Welcome!

COMMONWEALTH OF 
PENNSYLVANIA

STATE GEOSPATIAL 
COORDINATING BOARD

S TAT E  G E O S PAT I A L  C O O R D I N AT I N G  B O A R D  W E BS I T E

http://www.oa.pa.gov/Programs/Information%20Technology/Pages/geoboard.aspx


AGENDA
1. Greeting - Eaton

2. Membership: Changes and Roll call - Eaton

3. Opening remarks - Drzyzga

4. Current Business - Drzyzga

A. Review 2024 Annual Report preparation - Drzyzga

B. Updates from the State GIS Coordinator - Wall

C. Updates from the Leadership Team

i. Governance Task Force – Eaton

a. Reports from our Subcommittees

ii. Service Delivery Task Force - Lettiere

iii. Data Task Force - Guiseppe

a. Reports from our Working Groups

5. New Business - Drzyzga

6. Review 2025 meeting schedule - Eaton

7. Adjourn - Eaton
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MEMBERSHIP: CHANGES & ROLL CALL

1. Changes among Voting Members

A. None

2. Changes among Non-Voting Members

A. PASSHE GIS Consortium

i. Dr. Scott Drzyzga, resigned Jan. 10, 2025

ii. Dr. John Benhart, Jr., seated Feb. 19, 2025

Professor

Dept. of Anthropology, Geospatial and Earth 
Sciences @ Indiana University of PA (IUP)

3. Roll call
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https://www.iup.edu/news-events/news/2025/02/john-benhart-on-the-evolution-of-knowledge-meet-our-faculty.html


OPENING REMARKS - DRZYZGA
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1. Acknowledgements

2. Continue to propel our “PA Basemap 2030” initiative

3. Continue preparations for the forthcoming release of new 
datums (NAD83, NAVD88, US survey foot) and a new 
Pennsylvania State Plane Coordinate System.

4. Develop / improve lines of communication with:

A. County Commissioners, 

B. State agency Secretaries, and

C. Academic institutions.



CURRENT: 2024 ANNUAL REPORT

Our annual report is a required work product.

It must and will be reviewed by our Leadership Team, OA Legal, 
OA Policy, and the OA Press Office. 

Needed and requested: from each task force, and from each 
subcommittee, a one-page summary of activities and 
accomplishments in 2024, sent to me no later than Feb. 19, 2025.

If you have media, please send also.
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UPDATES FROM THE GIS COORDINATOR
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Screenshot of the PA Geospatial Focus Newsletter.

Scottie Wall - scwall@pa.gov
Bureau of Geospatial Services
Office of Administration

PA Geospatial Focus Newsletter
Scottie is looking for content for Issue #2
Submit by March 1st 

https://pa-geo-data-pennmap.hub.arcgis.com/pages/newsletter
mailto:scwall@pa.gov?subject=Newsletter
https://pa-geo-data-pennmap.hub.arcgis.com/pages/newsletter


CURRENT: GOVERNANCE TASK FORCE

The Gov TF held meetings on 1/7/25 and 2/4/25, where it reviewed 
implementation task progress, and received updates from and provided 
direction to its active subcommittees. 

A. Emerging Technologies Subcommittee - Zubek

• Current Focus: GeoAI – Reviewing GeoAI tools, maturation, 
applications, and limitations with respect to 
Pennsylvania’s geospatial community 

• Panel Discussion 1/17/2025 - recording available via 
PASDA

B. Policies & Procedures Subcommittee - Zubek

• Re-activated on 2/4/25; to join contact Scott Zubek. 

C. Legislative Tracking - Eaton

• HOUSE BILL No. 513 – RE:  Pennsylvania State Plane 
Coordinate System. Referred to Committee. NOTE: this act 
contains provision requiring action by the PA GeoBoard. 
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https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/PN/Public/btCheck.cfm?txtType=PDF&sessYr=2025&sessInd=0&billBody=H&billTyp=B&billNbr=0513&pn=0495


CURRENT: GOVERNANCE TASK FORCE

1. Goal(s) for the next quarter (Eaton).

1. Gov Task Force 

• Work with Ex Dir Scott Drzyzga to build out initial draft of 
communications plan [SP: Enhance GeoBoard Communications]

• Documentation templates

2. Emerging Technology Subcommittee

• Start drafting findings report on GeoAI in the Commonwealth

• Schedule next ET Panel Discussion

[SP: Enhance collaboration in the development and use of geospatial solutions]

3. Procedures Subcommittee 

• Review current GeoBoard procedures and recommend 
alterations where necessary [SP: Sustainability]
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CURRENT: SERVICE DELIVERY TASK FORCE

1. Virtual sessions:

A. Dec. 2024 – “Return on Environment” with Kittatinny Ridge

B. Jan. 2025 – “A Future Powered by AI” presentation from 
Kristen Kurland of Carnegie Mellon and Kat Kraft from 
Teren4D Inc.; 

2. PASDA is receiving regular data updates from the City of 
Philadelphia - 2024 imagery and LiDAR;

3. PEMA imagery sent to PASDA for Butler, Clarion, Clearfield, Elk, 
Fayette, Huntingdon, Jefferson, and Juniata Counties;

4. The Spark podcast - Maurie Kelly and Scott Hoffmann discussed 
Penn Pilot and the history of aerial photography through the years; 

5. Goals: 

A. Possible Mar./Apr. virtual session with Central PA Food Bank

B. Look for existing applications and services that we aren’t 
talking about and where the data gaps are.
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https://kittatinnyridge.org/explore/roe/roe-studies/
https://psu.mediaspace.kaltura.com/media/A+Future+Powered+by+AI%3A+Digital+Twins+and+Quality+of+Life+Innovations/1_omseeuer
https://www.pasda.psu.edu/uci/SearchResults.aspx?originator=City+of+Philadelphia
https://maps.psiee.psu.edu/ImageryNavigator/
https://www.witf.org/2025/01/24/penn-pilot-exploring-pennsylvanias-history-through-aerial-photography/
https://datacommons.maps.arcgis.com/apps/View/index.html?appid=10af5f75f9f94f01866359ba398cb6a9


CURRENT: DATA TASK FORCE

1. Scope and Summary of recent work - Guiseppe

A. Geodetic WG - Drzyzga

B. Elevation WG – Blackmer

C. Hydrography WG - Fehrs

D. Civic Boundary WG - Leitzell

E. Land Records & Parcels WG - Shindle

F. Addressing & Street Centerlines WG - Smith

2. Goal(s) for the next quarter.
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GEODETIC WORKING GROUP

State Plane Coordinate System 2022

PA House Bill 513 proposes adoption of a new State Plane Coordinate 
System, based on the new National Spatial Reference System. The bill 
recognizes the authority of the National Geodetic Survey (NGS) to 
define longitude, latitude, height (ellipsoid, orthometric, and dynamic) 
and state plane coordinate systems.

The bill specifies:

1. A single zone with full statewide coverage;

2. A set of regional zones for engineering or surveying projects;

3. The international foot supersedes the US survey foot.

New Responsibilities for the GeoBoard

The bill, as written, assigns authority to the GeoBoard, as it does to 
PennDOT, to request NGS make changes to coordinate system 
parameters. The bill also mandates the GeoBoard “shall transmit notice 
to the Legislative Reference Bureau.” 11

https://legiscan.com/PA/bill/HB513/2025


GEODETIC WORKING GROUP

Collaboration: The WG represents collaboration among licensed 
surveyors, PennDOT, NGS, and GIS pros.

Stewardship: NGS has the authority to define the National 
Spatial Reference System and the state plane coordinate system. 
Geoboard serves an advisory/liaison role.

Sustainability:

1. The proposed bill, as written, contains language that ties the 
PA SPCS to the current NSRS; not to a specific datum/epoch, 
so new language won’t have to be re-written in the future.

2. The GeoBoard mandate, as written, is seemingly limited to 
SPCS 2022 and not to any future version of SPCS.

Goals: Education.
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ELEVATION WORKING GROUP

Sustainability: Supported OA Bureau of Geospatial Services in 
creating a new Lidar and Imagery Program page on the PA 
GeoData website.

Collaboration: Quarterly WG meeting in December featured Drew 
Lane, Elevation Program Manager for USDA Farm Production and 
Conservation, who spoke about the USDA/USGS Dual Sensor Pilot 
Project

Stewardship: Leadership meetings focusing on planning for 
upcoming quarterly meetings, new RFI for remote sensing data 
acquisition, and future potential lidar acquisitions 
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https://pa-geo-data-pennmap.hub.arcgis.com/pages/lidar-and-imagery-build
https://pa-geo-data-pennmap.hub.arcgis.com/pages/lidar-and-imagery-build
https://www.linkedin.com/in/drew-lane-1702b419/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/drew-lane-1702b419/
https://www.usgs.gov/publications/airborne-lidar-accuracy-analysis-dual-photogrammetric-and-lidar-sensor-pilot-project
https://www.usgs.gov/publications/airborne-lidar-accuracy-analysis-dual-photogrammetric-and-lidar-sensor-pilot-project


PA ELEVATION WORKING GROUP (PA EWG)
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ELEVATION WORKING GROUP

Goals for next quarter:

A. Feb 19, 2025 Winter Quarterly meeting – two special 
presentations focusing on using drones for agricultural 
applications

B. April  18, 2025 Spring Quarterly meeting – in person at 
the PA GIS Conference

C. Leadership meetings in March and May

D. WG member presentations and participation at the PA 
GIS Conference April 16-18, 2025
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https://keystonegis.org/pagisconference
https://keystonegis.org/pagisconference
https://keystonegis.org/pagisconference


HYDROGRAPHY WORKING GROUP

1. Sustainable hydrography production

• Data Collaboration Announcement (DCA)

• Geospatial Products and Services Contracts (GPSC)

2. Data interoperability to facilitate collaboration

• 3DHP standalone table/value-added attribute 
demonstration

3. Stewardship through innovation

• Machine and deep learning research
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Map of PA counties with an overlay of shaded HUC8 watersheds (within the greater Chesapeake Bay watershed) where 3D Hydrography data are available.

https://www.pasda.psu.edu/download/usgs/ElevationDerivedHydrography/


HYDROGRAPHY WORKING GROUP

1. Sustainable hydrography production

• Data Collaboration Announcement (DCA)

• Geospatial Products and Services Contracts (GPSC)

2. Data interoperability to facilitate collaboration

• 3DHP standalone table/value-added attribute 
demonstration

3. Stewardship through innovation

• Machine and deep learning research

Next HWG meeting: Monday, February 24th 2:30pm – 3:30pm

Email efehrs@pa.gov for a calendar invitation.
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mailto:efehrs@pa.gov


CIVIC BOUNDARY WORKING GROUP

Sustainability: The Boundary Quality Project ensures the long-
term accuracy of municipal boundaries by integrating Census, 
PennDOT, and local GIS data, reinforcing the importance of 
uniform boundary alignments across multiple data layers.

Collaboration: The WG fosters coordination among county, state, 
and federal agencies, facilitating data exchanges, improving 
boundary accuracy, and enhancing reporting processes such as 
the Census Boundary Annexation Survey (BAS).

Stewardship: By supporting uniform boundary change 
procedures and maintaining a comprehensive archive of boundary 
documentation, CBWG assigns responsibility to key stakeholders, 
ensuring high-quality and legally defensible boundary data.
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https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/bas.html


LAND RECORDS & PARCELS WORKING GROUP

The state pursuing purchase of parcel data from Lightbox

A commercial parcel product is an acceptable short-term solution 
to Pennsylvania's challenging parcel environment.  However, to 
position itself to achieve the goals of Base Map 2030, the 
commonwealth must immediately begin building a collaborative 
partnership towards a stakeholder owned statewide parcel 
product.  Lessons learned from PEMA's leadership and county 
stewardship provide the blueprint for county authored statewide 
aggregation.
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• County Commissioner engagement and education

• Data schema standardization recommendations

• Engagment with Civic Working Group

• 2025 Goals:

• County education and outreach

• Identify technical and policy challenges of statewide 
aggregation

21

LAND RECORDS & PARCELS WORKING GROUP



ADDRESS WORKING GROUP

1. Statewide SSAP for NG9-1-1

2. SSAP Case Study for County Authored, State Aggregated 
Datasets

3. Data Quality & Interoperability

4. Legislative Milestone – PA Act 147 of 2024

5. Support & Guidance for Address Authorities

6. Data Sharing Commitment
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https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/Legis/LI/uconsCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&yr=2024&sessInd=0&smthLwInd=0&act=0147.


ADDRESS WORKING GROUP

Sustainability: The completion of the statewide NG9-1-1 SSAP 
layer, with 65 of 67 counties onboarded, ensures long-term 
support for geospatial call routing and enhances public safety 
infrastructure.

Collaboration: The working group partners with PEMA and 
County GIS Data Stewards to improve data quality, facilitate data 
sharing, and align the SSAP layer with secondary uses such as 
Geo-Enabled Elections and land record synchronization.

Stewardship: The group played a key role in shaping PA Act 174 
of 2024, which establishes clear responsibilities for address 
authorities and ensures compliance with NG9-1-1 standards, 
reinforcing best practices for address data management.
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NEW BUSINESS

24



REVIEW: 2025 MEETING SCHEDULE
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Joint Task Force Meetings @ 10:00 AM Board Meetings @ 1:30 PM

Thu. January 23 Thu. February 20

Thu. April 24 Thu. May 22

Thu. July 10 Thu. August 14

Thu. October 16 Thu. November 13

Microsoft Teams Bureau of Geological Survey 
3240 Schoolhouse Road 
Middletown, PA, 17057
and
Microsoft Teams



BOARD MEETING
END

Thank you for participating!

COMMONWEALTH OF 
PENNSYLVANIA

STATE GEOSPATIAL 
COORDINATING BOARD

S TAT E  G E O S PAT I A L  C O O R D I N AT I N G  B O A R D  W E BS I T E

http://www.oa.pa.gov/Programs/Information%20Technology/Pages/geoboard.aspx
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