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Summary of Act 8 of 2026 

 
On March 27, 2026, Governor Shapiro signed Senate Bill No. 1218 into law, now known 
as Act 8 of 2026 (“Act 8”).  Act 8 makes several changes to the Liquor Code, which are 
explained below.  The provisions of Act 8 take effect immediately.   
 
Questions about these changes or any other provisions of the Liquor Code may be directed 
to the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board’s (“PLCB”) Office of Chief Counsel at ra-
lblegal@pa.gov.    
 
Philadelphia 250 Permits 
Act 8 adds a new section, 408.17, which pertains to Philadelphia (“Philly”) 250 permits.  
47 P.S. § 4-408.17.  Under this section, restaurant, hotel, retail dispenser, brewery, distillery, 
limited distillery or limited winery licensees located in a city of the first class (i.e., 
Philadelphia) may apply for a Philly 250 permit.   
 
A Philly 250 permit is valid beginning June 11, 2026, and ending July 20, 2026.  The permit 
holder is entitled to a two-hour extension per day to the on-premises operating privileges 
provided by the permit holder’s underlying license.  For example, if the underlying license 
allows the licensee to sell alcohol for on-premises consumption until 2:00 a.m., the Philly 
250 permit would allow the licensee to sell alcohol for on-premises consumption until 4:00 
a.m., but only for the period from June 11, 2026, to July 20, 2026.  The Philly 250 permit 
makes no changes to a license holder’s existing privileges with regard to the sale of alcohol 
for off-premises consumption.  
 
An application for the Philly 250 permit must be filed with the board no less than 30 days 
prior to the date on which the applicant intends to operate under the permit.  There is an 
application fee of $500.  The applicant must include confirmation that the licensee has 
completed a specialized program offered by the City of Philadelphia to provide training for 
nighttime safety for patrons and employees. 
 
The name and address of all licensees applying for the Philly 250 permit  shall be posted 
on the PLCB’s public website,.  In addition, the applicant shall post a notice of application 
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for a permit in a conspicuous place, visible to the public, on the outside of the premises 
where the permit is to be used.  
 
The PLCB is prohibited from issuing a permit to an applicant if any of the following 
conditions are present: 

• A protest to the application is filed with the PLCB by the City of Philadelphia; 
• The license of the applicant is subject to a pending objection by the PLCB’s Director 

of the Bureau of Licensing or the Board under section 470(a.1), until the matter is 
decided; 

• The license of the applicant is suspended under section 1799.6-E of the Fiscal Code, 
72 P.S. § 1799.6-E1; 

• The license of the applicant is subject to a conditional licensing agreement resulting 
from renewal proceedings under section 470; or 

• The license of the applicant is subject to a pending license suspension under section 
471. 

 
If the PLCB denies the permit application for any of the above reasons, that decision is not 
appealable.  Any disputes between the City of Philadelphia and an applicant or other 
interested parties regarding protests to the permit application shall be resolved between 
those parties and shall not involve the PLCB.  
 
If the PLCB approves the permit application, a copy of each approved permit shall be 
posted on the PLCB’s public website.  In addition, the permit shall be conspicuously 
displayed at the place of business, including on the exterior of the front door of the 
premises.  
 
The PLCB may immediately revoke a permit issued under this section if the licensee 
holding the permit operates outside the scope of, or otherwise abuses the privileges granted 
by, the permit.  The Pennsylvania State Police, Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement,  the 
City of Philadelphia, or Philadelphia law enforcement may make a report to the PLCB and 
request the revocation of the permit.  
 
This section and permits under this section expire July 20, 2026.  

 
1 This section allows the PLCB to immediately impose an administrative suspension of the license if an inspection by a PLCB 
employee finds that a licensee does not meet the seating, square footage, food, health license, or room requirements for a 
license.  
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Special Sporting Event Permits for Public Venue Licensees  
Act 56 of 2025 created a Special Sporting Event Permit (“SSEP”) for a public venue 
licensee hosting a Special Sporting Event.  47 P.S. § 4-412.1(a).  Act 56 defined a Special 
Sporting Event as a professional sports league draft, all-star game, playoff series or game, 
collegiate tournament, bowl game, playoff game or an international soccer tournament. 
47 P.S. § 4-412.1(n) (emphasis added).  Under Act 56, the SSEP is valid for a period of no 
more than six days associated with the Special Sporting Event. 47 P.S. § 4-412.1(c).  
 
Act 8 amends section 412.1 by adding a provision that an SSEP issued in Philadelphia for 
an international soccer tournament “shall be valid for a period of no more than fifty days 
in association with the international soccer tournament.”  47 P.S. § 4-412.1(c.1).  
 
Distillery of Historical Significance  
Prior to Act 8, the PLCB could issue a distillery of historical significance (“DHS”) license 
to any distillery which was established prior to January 1, 1875.  47 P.S. § 5-505.4(a).  DHS 
licensees were only authorized to produce up to 20,000 gallons per year.   
 
Act 8 modifies the date of establishment to January 1, 1885, and eliminates the production 
cap.  In addition, Act 8 allows the holder of a distillery license to exchange it for a DHS 
license, as long as it was established prior to January 1, 1885.  There is no fee for this 
exchange.  Finally, Act 8 clarifies that a DHS license shall have the same rights as a 
distillery license.   
 


