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Summary of Act 56 of 2025

On December 22, 2025, Governor Shapiro signed House Bill No. 467 into law, now known
as Act 56 of 2025 (“Act 56”). Act 56 makes several changes to the Liquor Code, which
are explained below. Unless otherwise indicated, the changes become effective on
February 20, 2026.

Questions about these changes or any other provisions of the Liquor Code may be directed
to the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board’s (“PLCB”) Office of Chief Counsel at ra-
Iblegal@pa.gov.

License Auctions (effective immediately):

Act 56 amends section 470.3 of the Liquor Code, 47 P.S. § 4-470.3, which pertains to the
auction of restaurant liquor licenses by the PLCB. The Liquor Code provides that the
PLCB may auction a restaurant liquor license if the license has not been renewed under
section 470, if the license has been revoked under section 471, or if the licensee has not
met the requirements for keeping a license in safekeeping under section 474.1. 47 P.S. §§
4-470, 4-471, 4-474.1.

In subsection 470.3(h), Act 56 extends the amount of time the winning bidder has to pay
the bid amount, from two weeks to within thirty days of being awarded a license. Act 56
also eliminates the requirement that the PLCB must hold the bid amount in escrow until
the license is approved.

If the winning bidder applies to transfer the license to a municipality other than the one it
last operated in, Act 56 provides that the PLCB shall only approve the transfer if, as
provided under section 461(b.3), the governing body of the receiving municipality
approves of the transfer. 47 P.S. § 4-461(b.3).
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Under new subsection 470.3(1), any licenses not sold at auction are eligible to be bid upon
at the discretion of the PLCB and awarded at an “excess auction.” Act 56 requires the
PLCB to hold an excess auction at least once every calendar year. 47 P.S. § 4-470.3()(1).

At an excess auction, the license shall be awarded to the highest bidder for possible use in
any county, regardless of where the license was previously used. 47 P.S. § 4-470.3(1)(2).
The winning bidder may transfer the license regardless of the license quota restrictions in
section 461(a), as long as the winning bidder receives approval from the governing body
of the municipality where the license will be transferred, as provided in section 461(b.3).
Note that if the license is transferred to a different county than where it originated, the
license may not be transferred from the receiving municipality for a period of five years
after the date the license premises becomes operational. 47 P.S. 4-470.3(k).

If the winning bidder of an excess auction wants to move the license to another county;, it
shall submit to the PLCB a written request to transfer the license to another county. 47 P.S.
§ (1)(4). The fee for such a transfer is $50,000 if the license is being transferred to a county
of the first through fourth classes, or $25,000 if the license is being transferred to a county
of the fifth through eighth classes.

No more than two licenses shall be transferred into the same county, in the same calendar
year, as the result of an excess auction. 47 P.S. § 4-470.3(1)(5). The PLCB shall give
preference to the highest bidder when considering transfer requests into the same county.
47 P.S. § 4-470.3(1)(6).

All revenue generated by the PLCB from the excess auction shall be deposited into the
State Stores Fund. 47 P.S. § 470.3(m).

Special Sporting Event Permits for Public Venue Licensees (effective January 21,
2026):

Act 56 creates a Special Sporting Event Permit (“SSEP”) that is available for a public venue
licensee hosting a Special Sporting Event. 47 P.S. § 4-412.1(a). The Act defines a Special
Sporting Event as a professional sports league draft, all-star game, playoff series or game,
collegiate tournament, bowl game, playoff game or an international soccer tournament. 47
P.S. § 4-412(n).

The SSEP allows a public venue licensee to temporarily extend its licensed premises to an
outside area for functions or activities in conjunction with the Special Sporting Event. 47
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P.S. § 4-412.1(b). The SSEP is valid for a period of no more than six days associated with
the Special Sporting Event. 47 P.S. § 4-412.1(c).

The Board shall issue a SSEP unless it determines that issuing the permit would not be in
the best interests of the public. Under no circumstance may the Board issue a SSEP for an
area that is simultaneously being used for parking, or for any area that is not properly
separated from parking areas with fencing or other safety barriers. 47 P.S. § 4-412.1(m).

The SSEP allows the SSEP holder to sell malt or brewed beverages and liquor (including
wine) in the permitted area between 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 a.m. of the following day, any day
of the week, so long as the beverages are sold in shatterproof containers or cups. 47 P.S. §
4-412.1(d). Sales of alcoholic beverages occurring on the licensed premises of the public
venue licensee, however, remain subject to the hours and other limitations specified in
section 412(f). 47 P.S. § 4-412(f).

The application for a SSEP shall designate the specific location, areas, dates and times that
the applicant intends to use the permit. 47 P.S. § 4-412(1). The fee for a SSEP is $10,000,
which shall be deposited into the States Stores Fund. 47 P.S. § 4-412(k).

Act 56 requires the permit holder to provide written notice to the municipality, local police,
and the Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement (“BLCE”) at least seven days in advance
of any events conducted under the authority of the SSEP. The written notice shall include
the location, time, host of the event, information regarding the guests expected to attend
the event, and any other information required by the Board. 47 P.S. § 4-412.1(f).

At the Special Sporting Event, the SSEP holder shall verify the age of any individual who
appears to be younger than thirty-five years. Any valid form of identification, as specified
in 47 P.S. § 4-495(a), shall be accepted. 47 P.S. § 4-412.1(g). All servers at the Special
Sporting Event must have completed the Responsible Alcohol Management Program
server/seller training within the previous two years. 47 P.S. § 4-412.1(h). The permit
holder may not sell any alcohol for consumption outside of the permitted area or areas. 47
P.S. § 4-412.1(e).

To the extent permitted by federal law, a manufacturer may temporarily provide furniture,
equipment, fixtures and advertising materials to public venue licensees holding SSEPs,
without any cost or value restrictions, for purposes of operating under the SSEP. 47 P.S. §
4-412.1(j).



Revised definition of “eligible entity:”

The Liquor Code provides that an “eligible entity” may obtain a Special Occasion Permit
(“SOP”), which allows the holder to sell alcohol as a means of raising funds for itself. 47
P.S. § 4-408.4. The organizations that qualify to be an “eligible entity” are set forth in
section 102 of the Liquor Code, 47 P.S. § 1-102.

In many of the descriptions of an “eligible entity,” the organization must be a nonprofit
under either sections 501(c)(3) or 501(c)(6) of the Internal Revenue Code, 26 U.S.C. §§
501(c)(3), (6), and be engaged in particular activities or have a particular goal or purpose.

Act 56 deletes nearly all of the specific descriptions of “eligible entities” that include a
reference to sections 501(¢)(3) or 501(c)(6) of the Internal Revenue Code. In lieu of these
specific descriptions, Act 56 adds a definition that a nonprofit organization as defined under
either sections 501(c)(3) or 501(c)(6) of the Internal Revenue Code qualifies as an eligible
entity, with no additional requirements necessary.

Off Premises Catering Permits (“OPCP”), End-of-life Memorial Event:

The Liquor Code allows hotel, restaurant, eating place retail dispenser, and brewery pub
licensees to obtain off premises catering permits (“OPCP”) to hold a catered function off
the licensed premises and on otherwise unlicensed premises. One requirement for the
OPCP holder is that written notice of the catered function must be provided to the PLCB
at least fourteen days prior to catered function, and to the local police and BLCE, at least
seven days prior to the catered function.

Act 56 provides an exception to that notification requirement. If the catered function is
part of an end-of-life memorial event, notice to the local police, the BLCE and the PLCB
shall not be required more than twenty-four hours before the catered function. “End-of-
life memorial event” is defined as a gathering of people where guests honor a person who
died within the previous seven days. 47 P.S. §§ 4-406(f)(9), (10); 4-442()(9), (10); 4-
446(b)(9), (10).

Act 56 also amends language in section 4-493(33), allowing the PLCB to waive the written
notice requirement for catered events held under the auspices of an OPCP.



Breweries

Act 56 clarifies language in section 446, which pertains to Pennsylvania-licensed
breweries. The Liquor Code allows a Pennsylvania-licensed brewery to sell wine, malt or
brewed beverages or liquor that was produced by another Pennsylvania-licensed
manufacturer, but only for consumption on the licensed premises.

Act 56 creates an exception to this rule for Pennsylvania-licensed breweries. As provided
in subsection 446(a)(2), wine, malt or brewed beverages or liquor produced by another
Pennsylvania-licensed manufacturer may be consumed on an unlicensed premises where:

(1)the unlicensed premises is immediate, abutting, adjacent or contiguous to the
brewery’s licensed premises;

(2)the unlicensed premises is contained within the same building as the licensed
premises; and

(3) shared use of the unlicensed premises has been granted by the owner to no more than
three licensees. 47 P.S. § 4-446(a)(2).



