
 

Females in the Pennsylvania Juvenile Justice System 
 

 

While males continue to account for the majority of written allegations 
in Pennsylvania, the proportion of females has grown. 

 

Females are more likely than males to be referred to the 
juvenile justice system by schools or a magisterial district 
judge (MDJ). 
 

 

 

Person-related offenses account for 36% of all delinquency referrals for 
females, with 26% involving simple or aggravated assault. 
 

The most frequent offenses committed by females are 
simple assault and possession of drugs. 

 

 

 Top 5 Female Offenses* 
*Failure to comply certifications from MDJs are excluded from these figures 

 Total % of All Offenses 

1 Simple Assault 18% 

2 Possession of Drugs 9% 

3 Aggravated Assault 8% 

4 Theft-Related Offense 7% 

5 Retail Theft 6% 

Females are more likely to be diverted from adjudication or receive 
probation than males. 

Females are more likely than males to receive a placement 
disposition for a person offense. 

  
Source: Pennsylvania Juvenile Court Judges’ Commission 
Authors: Rebecca Anderson and Justine Fowler 
For Questions Contact: RA-OAJCJCDATA@pa.gov 
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