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Recidivism Rates by YLS Final Risk Level: 
2015-2022
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The Recidivism Rates by YLS Final Risk Level: 2015-
2022 graph illustrates a clear pattern; lower final risk 
levels are associated with substantially lower recidi-
vism rates, reinforcing the effectiveness of reducing 
risk levels as a key strategy for improving long-term 
youth outcomes.

The Risk Reduction by YLS Initial Risk Level: 2020-2024 
graph shows that youth across all initial risk levels experi-
enced consistent risk reduction over time, with the most 
notable and steady improvements seen among moderate 
and high-risk groups, suggesting that targeted interven-
tions are having a meaningful impact on higher-risk pop-
ulations.
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Pennsylvania’s use of structured, evidence-based practices continues to drive Pennsylvania’s use of structured, evidence-based practices continues to drive 
measurable improvements in juvenile justice outcomes, including reduced re-measurable improvements in juvenile justice outcomes, including reduced re-
cidivism and effective risk reduction, with juvenile court consultants playing a cidivism and effective risk reduction, with juvenile court consultants playing a 
key role in supporting implementation, fidelity, and statewide consistency.key role in supporting implementation, fidelity, and statewide consistency.
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