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Our Mission

EnhanceProtect

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are a user-funded, independent, Commonwealth Agency with a mission to protect, Conserve, and Enhance the Commonwealth’s Aquatic Resources and Provide Fishing and Boating Opportunities. We do not receive general fundsWho do we mean by “users?” – anglers, boaters, conservationists, etc.
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. 

Pennsylvania Waterways

2,300 
Impoundments 

with 200,000 Acres 
of Water

76 Natural Lakes 
with 5,266 Acres 

of Water

85,000 Miles of 
Rivers & Streams

63 Miles of Lake 
Erie Shoreline

16,000+miles of 
Wild Trout Streams

5,000 Miles of 
Stocked Trout 

Streams

125+ Stocked 
Trout Lakes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Second most miles of running water out of all the states (second only to Alaska).Our trout streams, especially in central PA are nationally known.
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Why Do We Fish?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Rapport Building and Better CommunicationCommunity Appreciation and ReintegrationTime spent outdoorsBoosts health & WellnessContributes to ConservationRelaxing & Fun  Achievement & Satisfaction New Skills on the WaterPromoting Professional AllianceImproving Relationships at HomeMentorship Opportunities
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Trained to teach introductory programs: 
oFishing
oConservation of our PA Waterways

What is a Fishing Skills Instructor 
(FSI)?
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Fishing Skills Instructor Benefits

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Help children & adults discover the fun of fishing and the importance of protecting our waters�Access to instructional materials for conducting a successful basic fishing skills program�Ability to obtain Fishing License waivers�Access to PFBC‘s fishing loaner equipment and educational resources
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Program Resources:
Equipment & Tackle

• Borrow from Partner 

• Fishing Tackle Loaner 
Site (FTLP)

• Borrow from PFBC 
Region Office 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Instructors have several options for borrowing equipment.  Some partners like fishing clubs, outdoor youth groups, nature centers or parks may have their own equipment they are willing to loan out.  One option, especially for large equipment needs is to contact your nearest PFBC Region Outreach & Education office. The region outreach office will likely have larger quantities of equipment (30 to 60+) and terminal tackle supplies, but requests must be made well in advance.  Instructors will be obligated to pick up the gear at the office, as staff typically have full schedules and are not able to deliver. Occasionally gear may be transferred to a nearby location for temporary storage and later pickup, depending upon staff travel plans. Note that the PFBCs equipment is used in larger quantities on a regular basis during the spring, summer and fall seasons.  Sometimes loans may not be possible if gear is already in use. Fishing Tackle Loaner Sites may be your best bet if you have equipment needs for around two dozen participants or less and you have travel limitations.  
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Program Resources:
Fishing Tackle Loaner Program

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The PFBC sponsors Fishing Tackle Loaner Program (FTLP) sites across the state. The agency purchases equipment and basic terminal tackle and provides it to partners sites.  Those sites loan out the equipment and tackle upon request, similar to the way a library operates. The site is responsible for maintaining the equipment and he PFBC will replace broken or worn equipment as needed.  Each site will typically have around 20 rod & reel combos along with associated terminal tackle.  FSIs may contact a site directly or work with an outreach staff person for assistance on loan coordination. Most sites are willing to work with instructors as long as the equipment is not in use or the request is not during peak loan season timeframes.  The equipment should be cleaned and organized before it is returned. 
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Program Resources: 
Regional BOEM Offices

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Locations of Region Bureau of Outreach, Education & Marketing Offices.  Regional Education Specialists or Regional Outreach and Education Coordinators can be contacted in order to make arrangements for larger tackle loans. 
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Program Logistics

Pre-Program
At least 5-6 weeks prior to program

• Order Publications
• Secure fishing equipment & tackle 

loans
• Program Registration
• License Exemption
• Program Promotion

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pre-ProgramAt least 5-6 weeks prior to programOrder PublicationsSecure fishing equipment & tackle loansProgram RegistrationLicense ExemptionProgram PromotionPost – ProgramProgram ReportRepair & Return Equipment
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Pre-Program Logistics: 
Program Registration

Register Program at our website: 
www.fishandboat.com

License Exemption

Angler education programs are eligible if 
the program includes instruction in fishing, 
and related skills and the time spent on 
that education makes up at least 30% of 
the total program length

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Registering your programs start directly on our website and we are going to ‘register’ a sample program so you can see how it is done.  Please know you will be emailed a word document with hyperlinks to necessary links to help guide yourself through this process.  At fishandboat.com scroll to the bottom of the page and locate the learning center & click on Instructors & Volunteers.   Here you will find the registration link.  Once you select that link the registration form will appear.  There are a few options but for now lets just focus on the Family Fishing Program and select that.  Most of this form is simply filling information you should know.  Your instructor number will be provided to you once this training has ended and your applications are processed.  Once we have your information then its time for the program information.  Once again, this is information that you will already have.  Here we are going to input information for ‘whatever state park’ a location that we have provided programs before.  At the bottom of the program information please notice the note on applying for an educational exemption.  We will cover that later.  Next comes registration options.  You simply pick your options that you want.  This includes if its open to the public, if you would like participants to register ahead of time and then contact information that would be provided for participants to contact you.  If you would like participants to pre-register there are options online to help you out.  We will be sending you information on websites that we are aware of that you can use.Last you select if you want this posted on our public calendar or not.   This is also up to you.  Do you already have a canned audience or would like the public invited to the program as well?  Either way need this information as we are responsible for keeping our instructor program information up-to-date for the federal grant program and our own tracking.  In Pennsylvania we are very lucky that we can provide license exemptions for educational programs.  This form is also found in the learning center.   Most states do not provide this and that means all participants that are required to by a license need to when participating in programs.    You will only need to fill this out when providing programs to participants 16 and older – the age that you need a license.  You must provide an educational component of at least 30 percent to receive this, and our lesson plans follow this formula.  Please know that derbies and tournaments do not qualify for these exemptions.  You will receive complete information on the rules and regs of this exemption in your email but essentially if you are following our lesson plans to ensure the educational component is included then this won’t be a problem.  This needs to be submitted at least 4 weeks prior of the program.  Please know that the lead instructor needs to have a fishing license.We do provide a form, that can be found in the program registration, to make this license exemption application as easy as possible.   This form can used to request an exemption for multiple programs – so if you know you the date and location of all your programs for the year you can simply apply at once for all of them.  You will receive a letter that you will need to carry with you at these programs incase you or your participants are asked for their license.With your program registered, equipment secured, publications ordered, and you license exemption complete – you have all you pre-program logistics complete.

http://www.fishandboat.com/
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Dauphin County: Probation and Fishing 

• Partnered with Fish and Boat in 2012
oOfficers attended FSI Workshop

• Mentorship/Community service and 
competency development
oProvided CSP hours to juveniles who 

participate
• Have used as a graduated response
• Fish private water with signed 

permission or State Parks 
• Catch and release 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 community service but is primarily a mentorship to promote Fishing and positive activities and skill building.  We provide education, instruction and mentorship while teaching a new skill. We always clean up any area we fish and have gained partnerships with private land owners because we always are able to make sure the areas we fish are cleaner then we arrived. The PFBC works in partnership with probation departments and community organizations to provide support, materials, instruction and educational waivers to be able to Fish PA waters.  There are a few other counties who have replicated our program and many others including out of home and community-based providers that are interested in learning more.  We do provide community service hours for our program.  We clean up around the areas we fish JJSES initiatives keep risk levels in the same group and use it as a positive activity for our diversion youth.  We can apply it as a graduated response for those who are interested and earn positive activities.
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Dauphin County: Referral Process

• Utilize intake and YLS to identify lack of positive activities or 
interests in outdoor activities.
oProvides an opportunity for a constructive hobby that enhances 

competency development.
o Juveniles are referred to the program by probation officers and courts by 

completing a Fishing Program Referral Form and sending it to the QA unit.
oAn instructor will complete an intake form that provides additional 

information including medical, physical abilities, and fishing experience.
oA letter is mailed to juvenile and parent and then contacted by phone by an 

instructor to finalize transportation.
oA discharge form is completed by an instructor and sent to the QA unit.
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• Fish from May until October serving 50 kids per 
year 
o Each session consists of 4 probation officers trained as 

PA FSI
 Strong adult to juvenile ratio for safety

o Each session consists of 3 weeks of in-person instruction 
in classroom and outdoor setting

o Each week has a lesson plan and learning objective
 Week 1: safety and outdoors, demonstrating skills
 Week 2: appreciating clean water and demonstrating skills
 Week 3: releasing catch and demonstrating skills

• Once a juvenile participates in three events, we 
give them a fishing rod and a tackle box.

Dauphin County: Program Description 
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Dauphin County: Details

• Transportation- Designated Fishing SUV used to transport four 
juveniles. A second vehicle may be used. Two probation officers 
will be in each vehicle for transport. Juveniles and families may 
provide their own transportation.

• Fishing locations must have hand washing facilities and restrooms. 
Hand sanitizer will always be readily available for use.

• Meals are provided for each fishing event that occurs during the 
meal period. 

• All personnel will be first aid and CPR trained. PFBC will certify 
instructors as Fishing Skills Instructors
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Cumberland County Mentor Fishing 
Program Overview

• The Cumberland County Juvenile Probation Department began a Mentor Fishing Program in 2024 with 
the goal of matching youth to an adult mentor and teaching them about fish habitats, water safety, 
equipment and techniques, outdoor manners and protecting our water resources. 

• A secondary goal of the program is to enhance our Evidence Based Practices activities that address 
competency development in our youth by providing a positive outdoor activity to pursue.  

• We have experienced improved professional alliance and overall behavior among many of the youth 
who have participated in the program. 

• This year we have mentored over twenty (20) youth at various locations in Pennsylvania including 
Camp Hebron, Opossum Lake, Yellow Breeches Creek, Pinchot Lake, Lakeside Marine, Lake Jean, and 
Cowans Gap Lake.  

• We appreciate the overwhelming support by the families and youth who we have served and 
appreciate the partnership with the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission, Cumberland Valley Trout 
Unlimited and our private fishing locations.  We also partner with other mentor fishing programs that 
have been established in Dauphin and Lebanon County.  
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Cumberland County: Program Goals

• Educate Youth
o Fish Habitats
o Water Safety
o Equipment and Fishing Techniques
o Outdoor Manners 
o Protecting our Water Resources

• Provide a Positive Outdoor Activity for youth
o Teach a new skill
o Experience a new activity
o Allow for future use of equipment to the youth and family

• Providing Mentorship to Youth 
o Builds professional alliance between youth and mentors
o Improved communication by youth
o Increase buy-in for future skill building activities
o Decreased behavior problems in the home, school and community 
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Cumberland County: 2024 Highlights
 

• Partnered with the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission to get access 
to fishing equipment, tackle and training.

• Trained 4 Probation Officers through PAF&B Instructor Course
• Secured financial support through our CYS IL funds
• Cumberland County became an equipment loaner site for residence of 

the county
• Mentored 20 youth at 7 different locations in Pennsylvania
• Held a Fishing Derby Day with neighboring Dauphin County youth
• Purchased needed supplies and acquired an Enclosed Trailer for future 

community events
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1. Form 3 groups
2. Each group will rotate through all stations
3. Groups will rotate after 10 minutes

• Rigging and Knots
• Casting
• Fish Handling

Break-Out Group Stations

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You will see our lesson plans are primarily education-based experiences in a family setting.  Why is this this emphasis on education and family setting so important, especially when looking at r3 efforts to create a permanent angler?  We must look at barriers, either real or perceived, by the non angling public as to why they don’t participate.  Most indicate the lack of knowledge, not knowing anyone who is involved to mentor them, where to go or even how to get somewhere to fish.  In education-based programming, our lesson plan, we cover all this information.  While we don’t expect a new angler to leave with all their questions answered and skills polished – we do try to eliminate as many barriers possible, so they feel confident to go out on their own and try the sport.  Focusing on Families, instead of just youth, is extremely important as well.  While the youth may have the motivation to learn and want to go fishing, they don’t have the means or the transportation to make that happen.  By helping families learn together we can create new anglers and a new support system to help the youth become retained anglers as adults.  
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• Contact Your Regional PFBC 
Education Staff 
oUpcoming FSI Classes
o Fishing Tackle Loaner Program 

Application
• Attend a Family Fishing Program
• Schedule & Provide Your Own 

Programs

Next Steps For You
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PFBC Regional Contacts

Northwest Northcentral Northeast

Jessica Rohrdanz Amidea Daniel Allan Schreffler

ra-nwedureach@pa.gov ra-ncedureach@pa.gov ra-needureach@pa.gov

814-336-2426 814-359-5127 570-477-2206

Southwest Southcentral Southeast

Mandy Smith Rachael Hersh Andy Desko

ra-swedureach@pa.gov ra-scedureach@pa.gov ra-seedureach@pa.gov

814-443-9841 717-75-7919 215-968-3631
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