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 Brain Injury (BI) Advisory Board 
February 7th, 2025 Meeting Minutes 

10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
In-person Meeting  

 
Attendees: Please refer to page nine of this document for a list of those in attendance. 

Special Guests: N/A 

Facilitator: Bridget Lowery, Chair 

Notes Completed By: Erika Pae, Department of Health (DOH), Bureau of Family Health 

Agenda Item Notes Action Items 
/Recommendations 

Party 
Responsible 

Welcome and 
Introductions 
(Bridget Lowery) 

Ms. Lowery began the meeting with a welcome and all 
attendees introduced themselves.  

N/A N/A 

Formalities 
(Bridget Lowery) 

Approval of the November Minutes:    Rebecca Crambert  
motioned to approve the minutes and Frank Notaro 
seconded the motion. The November meeting minutes 
were approved.  

N/A 
 
 
 

N/A 

Office of Long-
Term Living’s 
(OLTL)  
CommunityHealth 
Choices (CHC) 
Waiver Update 
  

Randy Nolen, Bureau Director at the OLTL, provided an 
update.  

• Status of two new Managed Care Organizations 
(MCOs):  OLTL reprocured MCO contracts to align 
with the CHC waiver renewal that began on January 
1st, 2025. However, the MCO contract award is 
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Agenda Item Notes Action Items 
/Recommendations 

Party 
Responsible 

(Randy Nolen) under litigation and Mr. Nolen is unable to provide 
any additional information.  To ensure no services 
lapse, OLTL did extend the existing three MCO 
contracts through 2025.  

• Changes to the renewed CHC waiver  
OLTL’s policy personnel is responsible for updating 
and submitting the renewal for the Center for 
Medicare/Medicaid Services approval. The 
following waiver service changes have been 
implemented:     

o Chore services: This is a new service to 
provide participants with additional 
assistance with heavy household chores that 
are necessary to maintain the functional use 
of the home or provide a clean, sanitary and 
safe environment. It can also be for seasonal 
jobs like taking out or putting in an air 
conditioner. This service may be authorized 
only when an unclean and cluttered living 
space impedes service delivery or increases 
the probability of injury from environmental 
hazards, such as falls or burns. MCOs will be 
contracting with agencies to provide this 
service. Those agencies do not have to enroll 
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Agenda Item Notes Action Items 
/Recommendations 

Party 
Responsible 

as a formal OLTL provider. This service is not 
included in the OBRA waiver.  

 
• Structed Day Habilitation: In the previous waiver, 

support staff was required to have a minimum of 
five years of experience working with people with 
disabilities. This was changed to two years of 
experience to address the workforce shortage.  
  

• Teleservices: This is the delivery of direct services 
using remote technology. Rates for Teleservices are 
the same as current services offered. The following 
services can be provided under this delivery 
method: 

o Cognitive Rehabilitation Therapy 
o Counseling Services 
o Nutritional Consultation 

            Participants must have an informed choice to    
            receive direct services in-person or via teleservices.     
            The request to use teleservices must be initiated by   
            the participant and/or the family/representative   
            when appropriate, and not the provider.        
            Teleservices may only occur when the Person- 
            Centered Planning team determines that using  
            remote technology is the most appropriate service  
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Agenda Item Notes Action Items 
/Recommendations 

Party 
Responsible 

            delivery method to meet the participant’s needs   
            (including health and safety needs) and goals.  
            Providers are required to provide training to  
            participants on telehealth services either at the  
            providers office or in the participants home. In the  
            event there are issues with the technology, a back- 
            up plan must be created and implemented.  The  
            provider is responsible for ensuring that any    
            technology used to render teleservices are HIPAA  
            compliant.  
. 

• Independent Enrollment Broker (IEB): Additional 
services were added to the role of the IEB. This 
includes Beneficiary Support Services (BSS). The IEB, 
through BSS, will assist the individual to obtain the 
documents outlined in PA 600. They will also help 
current CHC participants with appeals and 
addressing complaints or grievances with their 
MCO.  The goals are to provide ongoing support 
and to reduce the enrollment process time to under 
25 days. The Board discussed the possibility of 
providing the IEB with brain injury training.  
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Agenda Item Notes Action Items 
/Recommendations 

Party 
Responsible 

• Waitlists for waivers/assessments: Currently, OLTL 
does not have a waitlist for either the assessment 
to enroll into the waiver or to enroll into a waiver. 
 

• Governor’s Budget for State Fiscal Year 2025/2026: 
It was asked how the proposed budget of $21 
million dollars to increase direct care wages for CHC 
would change services for enrolled. Mr. Nolen 
stated he is unable to speak to that because OLTL 
has not had the opportunity to discuss the details of 
how it will be dispersed. OLTL has a meeting the 
week of February 10th to prepare for the Budget 
hearing on March 4th and 5th.  He stated if the 
budget includes funds for specific items such as rate 
increase or raises for direct care workers, they will 
put funding towards those items. This funding only 
applies to the participant directed delivery models 
for 8,500 direct support professionals and does not 
include residential habilitation providers. The 
impact of this budget will not be known until 
summer. OLTL can only request additional money 
to cover the additional people to be served. OLTL 
cannot ask for additional funds to cover the cost of 
raising rates. Mr. Nolen was asked if the only way to 
get rate increases would be to ask the legislators. 
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Agenda Item Notes Action Items 
/Recommendations 

Party 
Responsible 

Mr. Nolen said if legislators specifically said they 
were adding funds for rate increases for specific 
programs, the funds would have to go to them.  

 
Written 
Board/Workgroup 
Updates Q&A 
(Board) 
 
 

Systems Workgroup: Drew Nagele provided additional 
information about the workgroups efforts to access other 
systems where BI is overrepresented. This includes but is 
not limited to corrections, behavioral health, veterans, 
child welfare, substance use, unhoused/unsheltered, and 
athletes. The workgroups recent work has focused on the 
substance use service system and will be submitting a 
proposal to receive funding from Berks County to provide 
Resource Facilitation to individuals with a brain injury and 
substance use.  
 
Legislative Hearings: Nicole Adams provided an update on 
several legislative hearings surrounding brain injury. The 
first hearing was for the PA House Insurance Committee 
and the second hearing was for the House Health and 
Human Services Committee. Tara Trego, the DOH’s 
Bureau of Family Health’s Bureau Director, had the 
opportunity to give a testimony at the House Health and 
Human Services Committee hearing. A Representative 
from the House asked if we had representation from the 
veterans or criminal justice population on the Board and 
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Agenda Item Notes Action Items 
/Recommendations 

Party 
Responsible 

we do not. The Board discussed the importance of having 
survivors from the military and justice system represented 
on the Board. The Board will be conducting recruitment 
efforts to fill at least one vacant position with a veteran by 
leveraging contacts with connections to the Veteran’s 
Affairs and other veteran-affiliated organizations.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

State Action Plan  
(Board) 

George Palmer motioned to approve the State Action Plan and 
Mr. Notaro seconded the motion. All nine members in 
attendance voted to approve it. Six members abstained as 
they were not in attendance.  
 
To capture outcome measure data for training, education, 
technical assistance, and outreach activities, a form will be 
created. Board members will then input their data into the 
form whenever they engage in each of these activities. The 
form will have a QR code created to assist with easier access. 
An excel spreadsheet will be created to capture any lists, 
including workforce likely to encounter individuals with a brain 
injury, partnerships, and resources. This will be housed on the 
Brain Injury Advisory Board SharePoint site.  
 

Erika Pae to create 
spreadsheet/form 
with a QR code to 
access form.   
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Agenda Item Notes Action Items 
/Recommendations 

Party 
Responsible 

The Board discussed which goal the workgroups would work 
on and how to avoid duplication. It was suggested the 
workgroups discuss what goal they will be working on for each 
quarter.  
 
The Board also discussed different ways to fulfill the goals. It 
was suggested to create short videos and upload them to 
social media, conduct trainings through a “Lunch and Learn” 
format for healthcare personnel, and inviting college students 
in relative fields of study to a Board meeting.  
 

Unofficial Board 
Meeting (Virtual) 

 The Board discussed planning for the unofficial Board 
meetings to occur twice per year. The goal of these meetings 
would be to provide updates gathered from the in-person 
Board meetings and to have more detailed discussions around 
ideas and service gaps presented at those meetings.  It was 
suggested the Board could take a closer look at the state 
action plan and ways to fulfill the outlined goals. It was also 
suggested to hold these two meetings close to when the in-
person meetings occurred.  

  

Public Comment 
(Public) 

Ms. Lowery shared information about a free conference in 
Pittsburgh to be held on March 29th, 2025. This is geared 
towards survivors and caregivers.  Sessions include 
empowerment, resources, and the impact brain injury may 
have on an individual to access their community. Ms. 
Crambert announced Synapse TBI Retreats will be holding 
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Agenda Item Notes Action Items 
/Recommendations 

Party 
Responsible 

fundraising events. The first is a popcorn sale from March 1st 
to March 5th.  
 
Lisa Tesler shared that the PA Developmental Disabilities 
Council (PADDC) is conducting Listening Tours across the 
Commonwealth to learn what matters most to Pennsylvanians 
with developmental disabilities and their families. They need 
input on how to make life better for people with disabilities. 
The information shared will guide their future work.  The 
Listening Tour dates have been set and can be found in the 
following ways: 

• Clicking this link: LISTENING TOUR 2025: WE 
WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! | Pennsylvania 
Developmental Disabilities Council 

• The attached flyer 
 
She also shared the PADDC has the Leadership, 
Empowerment, Advocacy Fund (LEAF) Scholarship Program, 
which offers scholarships of up to $750 per person, per year, 
to assist individuals with developmental disabilities and their 
family members to attend conferences, training sessions, and 
comparable activities directly related to skill development in 
the areas of self-advocacy, leadership, and education. For 
additional information or to apply, please follow the link 
below: 

https://www.paddc.org/listening-tour-2025-we-want-to-hear-from-you/
https://www.paddc.org/listening-tour-2025-we-want-to-hear-from-you/
https://www.paddc.org/listening-tour-2025-we-want-to-hear-from-you/
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Handouts: November 2024 Meeting Minutes, Agenda, Board Member Chart, Board Member Contact List, Acronym List, 
HIP Activity Report and Referrals, Board Updates and Workgroup Summaries, and State Action Plan. 

Facilitator Signature: ______________________________________________ Date: ________________________ 

 

Brain Injury Advisory Board Meeting Attendance  
February 7th,  2025 

 

Board Members 
First Name Last Name Role Attended?  

Agenda Item Notes Action Items 
/Recommendations 

Party 
Responsible 

• Clicking this link: LEAF Scholarships | 
Pennsylvania Developmental Disabilities 
Council 

 
Melissa Dehoff stated the Rehabilitation and Community 
Providers Association (RCPA) will be at the Capital on March 
26th, 2025. Representative Kearney will be speaking about 
brain injury at 10:00 AM.  
 

Review Upcoming 
Meeting 

Date: May 2nd, 2025 
Time: 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Location:  
PA Training and Technical Assistance Network (PaTTAN)  
                 6340 Flank Drive  
                 Harrisburg, PA 17112 

  

https://www.paddc.org/grant-funding-opportunities/leaf-scholarships/
https://www.paddc.org/grant-funding-opportunities/leaf-scholarships/
https://www.paddc.org/grant-funding-opportunities/leaf-scholarships/
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Bridget  Lowery Chair/Family Member  Y 
Stefanie Bauman Secretary N 
Becky  Crambert Vice Chair/Individual with Lived Experience Y 
Kevin  McDonald Individual with Lived Experience N 
Frank  Notaro Individual with Lived Experience Y 
Mary Margaret Letteer Individual with Lived Experience N 
Melissa Carmen Individual with Lived Experience Y 
Kelly  Cappos Family Member/ Individual with Lived Experience Y 
Symme Trachtenberg Family Member Y 
Lisa  Tesler Developmental Disabilities Council  Y 
Chanel Smith Disability Rights Pennsylvania  Y 
Erica  Beidler Duquesne University Researcher  N 
Maddie DiPasquale Brain Injury Association of PA N 

Monica Vaccaro TBI Model Systems N 
George Palmer Centers for Independent Living Y 
Stefani  Eichelberger Provider Y 

Ad Hoc Membership 
Melissa  Dehoff Rehabilitation and Community Providers Association (RCPA) Y 

Jane  McDevitt Pennsylvania Athletic Trainers Society (PATS) (DOH Grantee) N 
Mae  Reale PA Coalition Against Domestic Violence (PCADV) Y 
Drew  Nagele Brain Injury Coalition Y 
Caolinn Martin PA Insurance Department  N 
Kaitlin  Salvati Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (OVR) Y 
Robert  Hammond Office of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services (OMHSAS) N 
Stef Milhalcik Department of Health, Bureau of Health Promotion and Risk 

Reduction 
N 
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Jess Hoffmaster Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs (DDAP) Y 

Eleanor Daugherty Office of Medical Assistance Programs (OMAP) Y 
Timothy  Krushinski Department of Education N 
Heidi  Champa  Department of Aging  Y 
Caolinn Martin Department of Insurance Y 
Randy Loss Office of Long-Term Living  N 
Randolph Nolen Office of Long-Term Living  Y 

Board Logistics and Support Team  
Nicole Adams DOH, Bureau of Family Health Y 
Erika  Pae DOH, Bureau of Family Health Y 
Amy  Deiderick DOH, Bureau of Family Health Y 
Brad Hartman DOH, Bureau of Family Health Y 

Nicole  Johnson DOH, Bureau of Family Health N 

Danielle  Rhodes DOH, Bureau of Family Health N 

Board Attendees 
Melissa Beaney Living Unlimited Y 

Jeannine Edris Living Unlimited  Y 

Pattiann Berton Impacted Inc Y 

Pat  Kautz Family member Y 
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Board Member and Department of Health Grantee 
Updates 

 

Brain Injury Association of Pennsylvania (BIAPA) 
 

• BIAPA Annual Conference 
BIAPA’s Annual Conference Committee is hard at work on planning the 2025 event.  It will be held on June 
30 – July 1, 2025 at the Lancaster Marriott at Penn Square. The theme for this year’s conference is 
Celebrating an Empowered Brain Injury Community. 
 
The keynote speaker is Jennifer Lynn Robinson, a person with brain injury.  Her presentation is entitled, 
“How to Navigate a Life After Brain Injury.”  
To learn more about Jennifer, watch her TED talk here:  
https://www.ted.com/talks/jennifer_lynn_robinson_from_fighting_for_breath_to_fighting_for_life 
 
  

• New BIAPA Board Members 
BIAPA is pleased to welcome 4 new Board members in recent months: 

o Dr. Michele McCann, Professor at Duquesne University 
o Elijah Olsen, RN at WellSpan Health Hospital in Chambersburg and brain injury survivor 
o Jennifer Lynn Robinson, Professional speaker, and brain injury survivor 
o Dr. Noah Sideman , Neuropsychologist 

 

https://www.ted.com/talks/jennifer_lynn_robinson_from_fighting_for_breath_to_fighting_for_life
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• Virtual Support Groups 
BIAPA hosts 2 state-wide support groups that meet on zoom: 

o Survivor Support Group: 3rd Thursday of the month at 5pm    

o Caregiver Support Group: 2nd Wednesday of the month at 6pm 

We encourage you to share this with those in your network.   

We send reminders of the meetings to those who sign up to be on the distribution list.  It’s simple to sign up 
for any these groups through this link.  Look for the button that says, “Sign up for meeting reminders here.” 
https://biapa.org/programs/support/ 
  

• ReDiscover U 
ReDiscover U offers evening virtual “classes” and sharing for survivors at 6pm every Monday.  
Information about classes and a link to join can be found on the BIAPA website at 
https://biapa.org/programs/rediscoveru/ . 
ReDiscover U has a vibrant, interactive group of attendees.  We’d love to see more people participate.  
Please share with those in your network.  
Recent topics included: 

o Introduction to Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
o Game Night:  Salad Bowl 
o Goal Setting 
o America’s Cup 
o Managing Holiday Stress 

 
Upcoming topics include: 

o Baking with Stacy 
o Zoom 101 
o Love Languages 

 
• Clinical Forum  

https://biapa.org/programs/support/
https://biapa.org/programs/rediscoveru/
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BIAPA hosts a clinical forum for professionals via webinar 4 times per year to a professional audience from 
across the country. On December 20, 2024, the topic was Formalizing a Disorders of Consciousness 
Program for Pediatric Patients at the Children's Hospital of Philadelphia.  It was presented by Jacqueline 
Conklin MS OTR/L Emily Diliberto, MS, CCC-SLP Emily K. DiVirgilio, PhD and Sarah A. Jones, PT, 
DPT, PCS.  
 
The next clinical forum is scheduled for March 25, 2025 from 3:30-5:00 pm. 
The presenter is Dr. Umesh Venkatesan, a neuropsychologist and research scientist at Moss 
Rehabilitation Research Institute.  Dr. Venkatesan will present on psychosocial factors affecting TBI 
outcomes. A flyer is forthcoming. 

DOH Program Implemented by BIAPA 
BIAPA continues to implement DOH initiatives including the BrainSTEPS School Re-Entry Program, 
NeuroResource Facilitation (NRFP), Education and Training, and the Opioids Initiative.  

o NRFP 
The NeuroResource Facilitation Program served 42 new clients with brain injury in the recent quarter, 
and total of 163 for the calendar year 2024.  

BIAPA is looking for a Certified Brain Injury Specialist to provide NeuroResource Facilitation in 
Central Pennsylvania. If you know anyone who might be interested in this part-time work (20-30 
hours a month), please contact Monica Vaccaro at vaccaro@biapa.org.  The posting can be found on 
the BIAPA website using this link:  https://biapa.org/employment-opportunities/.  

o Education and Training 
BIAPA provided 6 trainings this quarter for a total of 14 trainings to varied audiences for the fiscal 
year to date. The focus is on “non-traditional professionals,” that is, professionals not trained in brain 
injury but who will encounter individuals with brain injury in the context of their work. 

o Opioids Initiative  
BIAPA provided 1 training to professionals in the field of substance use disorder during the recent 

mailto:vaccaro@biapa.org
https://biapa.org/employment-opportunities/
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quarter, with 7 additional trainings scheduled for the current quarter and in the 4 additional trainings in 
the planning process.   

A new training geared toward brain injury professionals has been developed and was recently 
approved by the Department of Health. The focus is on how to provide treatment to clients with co-
occurring brain injury and substance use disorder, a braided treatment approach. This training will be 
offered to brain injury professionals in the upcoming months. 

Plans are in development for a Summit on the Intersection of Brain Injury and Substance Abuse to be 
held in Harrisburg on April 22, 2025.  This event will bring together 50 individuals from the 
Substance Use Disorder community and the Brain Injury community to work on moving the work 
forward from awareness and training to implementing change in the way that we work with 
individuals with co-occurring brain injury and substance abuse. 

o BrainSTEPS 
The BrainSTEPS School Re-Entry Program received 116 referrals during the recent quarter.  Referrals 
were made to 21 teams and came from 68 school districts and 31 counties in Pennsylvania.  

As previously reported, laminated posters about BrainSTEPS were shipped to 3,200 school buildings 
in the Commonwealth in February to ensure that faculty in all schools are made aware of the program.  
Principals were asked to post them in the main office, teacher’s lounge and nurse’s office.  

If anyone (parent, school staff, Brain Injury Advisory Board Member, etc.) does not see the poster 
hanging in their school building’s front office, that individual can now simply contact their local 
BrainSTEPS team leader and ask to pick up the laminated poster at the Intermediate Unit to take to 
their local school building. An additional 2,000 posters have been made available for this purpose. A 
list of team leaders is available at brainsteps.net 
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Pennsylvania Coalition Against Domestic Violence (PCADV) 
 

• Domestic Violence and Brain Injury Toolkit  
The toolkit for use by domestic violence advocates, EMS providers, substance use providers, and brain 
injury providers to assist in connecting domestic violence survivors to brain injury supports has been given 
final approval. PCADV and DOH’s Communications Departments are working to ensure accessibility of the 
document. The toolkit has sections for professional roles that feature tangible information about the ways in 
they can support the unique needs of domestic violence survivors with a brain injury.  
 

• Regional Educational Sessions 
PCADV is currently in the planning phase of regional educational sessions on utilizing the toolkit. These 
sessions will occur in May 2025 and be open to the groups who would be using the toolkit.  

 
• Technical Assistance  

During the reporting period, PCADV engaged in a technical assistance  activity with their member domestic 
violence programs regarding brain injury and domestic violence, including strategies for engaging in 
discussions about brain injury with all survivors and connecting with EMS providers to raise awareness 
about the intersection between DV and brain injury. PCADV provided training to several programs on the 
intersection of domestic violence and brain injury, with a focus on ensuring that all domestic violence 
survivors get information about the possibility of a brain injury. 

Pennsylvania Athletic Trainers Society (PATS) 
 

• ConcussionWise Training 
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There are currently 18 athletic trainers serving as ConcussionWise instructors to deliver education to youth 
athletes, parents, and coaches. PATS has completed 45 presentations serving over 600 individuals with the 
majority being youth. PATS is making concussion education more accessible by offering more virtual 
sessions, particularly in underserved PIAA districts (i.e., 1, 5, 12, 8, 9). PATS has created an infographic on 
Sport Related Concussions and Second Impact Syndrome to be distributed to schools statewide prior to the 
Spring sports season. It also includes the three R’s: Remove, Recognize, and Respond as suggested by the 
CDC HEADS UP Campaign. 
 

 
Department of Health (DOH) Updates 

 

General DOH Update 
Tara Trego, Director of the Bureau of Family Health, has been invited to provide testimony to the House Human 
Services Committee on February 5, 2025, about the Department’s brain injury programs.  Included in the testimony 
will be information about the Head Injury Program, NeuroResource Facilitation Program, BrainSTEPS program, 
Brain Injury and Opioids program, Safety in Youth Sports program, and the Brain Injury Advisory Board.  The 
House Human Services Committee is organizing two informational meetings focused on brain injury services, to 
be held January 29, 2025, and February 5, 2025, featuring an array of speakers including commercial insurers, 
providers, individuals with personal experience, and someone who can address brain injuries resulting from non-
fatal opioid-related overdoses.   
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Head Injury Program (HIP) 
Effective January 1, 2025, virtual supportive counseling is approved as part of the HIP service plan if 
recommended by the provider.   
 
Effective July 1, 2025, DOH will be partnering with the Brain Injury Association of PA (BIAPA) to offer 
expanded programming through ReDiscover U.  Currently, ReDiscover U offers online sharing and educational 
opportunities for individuals with brain injury every Monday evening.  Through the collaboration with DOH, the 
program will be expanded to offer additional dates, times and locations for in-person participation that could 
include yoga, painting classes, or cooking classes.  The cost for attending sessions is not subtracted from the 
client’s HIP funding.  Additionally, you do not need to be enrolled in the HIP to participate in ReDiscover U 
sessions.   
 
Shaken Baby Syndrome (SBS) 
There is continued development of the new Shaken Baby brochure. The American Academy of Pediatrics has a 
new policy release planned to come out by the end of the year on abusive head trauma, which is anticipated to have 
new language and educational guidance for the development of the new brochure. This brochure will be finalized 
by the end of the fiscal year.  

  

 

Administration for Community Living(ACL) 
TBI State Partnership Program Grant 
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ACL granted approval for the DOH to rollover remaining funds from SFY 23/24 into SFY 24/25. Rollover funds 
will be used for the following: 

• NeuroResource Facilitation Program: To increase the number of hours to serve more individuals with 
brain injuries.  

• ReDiscoverU Program: Facilitator and honorarium costs until the end of the SFY.  
• Training:  To develop, update, and upload BI trainings to the TrainPA website. 
• Community Support Mini Grants: Provide mini grants to two community organizations and 5 support 

groups to expand resources, increase accessibility, and provide support to the specific needs of individuals 
with a brain injury 

• Needs Assessment Focus Groups: To conduct two focus groups to gain a better understanding of and 
obtain additional information from the results of the individual with brain injury needs assessment survey.  

• Leading Practices Academy: To receive strategic and customized technical assistance to explore, develop, 
or continue to develop/implement protocol and practices aimed at improving outcomes for systems engaged 
individuals with brain injury.  

 
Drexel Project: Intersectionality of TBI and Autism Spectrum Disorder 
The DOH partnered with Drexel University students to conduct an extensive literature review on the 
intersectionality of TBI and Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD). The motivation for this study is to address the 
intricate clinical challenges faced by individuals who are affected by both conditions. This literature review aimed 
to synthesize current knowledge on TBI and ASD, explore the behavioral, cognitive, and neurobiological 
characteristics of individuals with co-occurring TBI and ASD, highlight gaps in research, and propose areas for 
further investigation.  
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BI Advisory Board Workgroup Summaries 

Summaries of the Health Equity, Education and Resource Facilitation, and Systems 
Workgroup Meetings  

Health Equity Workgroup Update 
Topic: Recruitment  
The workgroup discussed the need to develop an introductory letter to accompany the flyer. They discussed 
identifying a contact person at locations as the  ‘go to’ for further information. They also discussed if a person is 
not the designated person, to either forward to the appropriate person or request the individual seeking additional 
information provide their email to forward to the appropriate person.  

The workgroup discussed DOH and the BI Advisory Board SharePoint access that would allow the Board to have a 
shared list of groups that Board members/ attendees are reaching out to with the flyer. 

The workgroup has also been focusing on reviewing the BI Board Recruitment Flyer and to develop a 
recommended plan for distribution. This would support Goal 4/4.1 on the State Action Plan: 

• Electronically  
o To all BI support groups for survivors and/or families – both associated with BIAPA and others 
o To all known BI Post-Acute Providers 
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o To other Ad Hoc Board Members - Brain Steps, PA Coalition Against Domestic Violence, PATS, 
RCPA, each Members’ distribution list 

o To all past exhibitors from BIAPA Conference 
o Current BI Board Members/Ad Hoc Members to distribute to all the groups who are connected 

 
• By mail  

o Rehab Hospitals 
o Outpatient Rehab Hospitals 

 
• In person  

o At 2025 BIAPA – to all exhibitors present at the conference 
o Place the flyer in registration packet of BIAPA Conference  
o Other conferences – Mind Your Brain, Model Systems, RCPA, all other non-BI topic state Conference 

(placed on an exhibit table) 
o Any events - Walk/Run/Roll for example – sponsored by BIAPA or others 
o DOH exhibit tables 

 
 
 
Education and Resource Facilitation Workgroup Update 
 
Topic: Individuals with Brain Injuries Board Involvement  
The workgroup discussed ways in which they could support the Board in bringing together people who have 
experienced a brain injury. They talked about the possibility of facilitating one of the two informal Board meetings 
to share information, as well as solicit feedback that have been discussed at Board meetings during the BIAPA 
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Conference. One of the workgroup members expressed that they would take this back to the BIAPA Conference 
committee.  
 
Topic: Home and Community-based Services Waivers 
The workgroup also discussed their interest in learning more about the ways we can promote knowledge about 
waivers that would be helpful for people with a brain injury. We are in the early phases of considering how best to 
convey information about waivers in ways that are not overwhelming and in plain language.  
 
 
Systems Workgroup Update 
 
Topic: Update on Opioid Settlement Funds for Pilot Project 
The Opioid and Brain Injury Proposal Concept Paper drafted by the Systems Workgroup was submitted to the 
Berks County Council on Chemical Abuse in December to access Opioid Settlement Funds.  On December 13, 
2024, we received word that funding was closed at this time, but they will be issuing a Request for Proposal (RFP) 
in January to disperse the $4.4 million allotted to Berks County in 2024.  On January 10, 2025, the RFP was posted 
with a due date of February 21, 2025.  Programs chosen will receive awarded funds beginning July 1, 2025.  Plans 
have begun to solicit letters of Commitment from partners in the project including Tower Health Emergency 
Department and Street Medicine Program, Berks County Blue Cares Program, Community Paramedic Program, 
partial hospitalization providers and outpatient providers.  The proposal will highlight BIAPA’s current work in 
Opioid training and collaboration with the Department and other community providers.  
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HIP Referral Sources 
November 2024 

 

• BIAPA = 3 
• Brain Injury Helpline = 3 
• HIP Providers = 2 
• NeuroRescource Facilitation Program = 2 
• Excela Health = 2 
• Lehigh Valley Hospital = 1 
• John Heinz Rehab = 1 
• St Lukes Neurologuy = 1 
• Rehab Without Walls = 1 
• Office Of Vocational Rehabilitation = 1 
• UPMC Presbyterian = 1 
• American Disability Association Advocate= 1 
• Occupational Therapist = 1 
• Internet = 1 

 

December 2024 

 

• HIP Providers = 5 
• Allegheny Valley Hospital = 1 
• Penn State Hershey Rehab = 1 
• Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh = 1 
• 211 Information = 1 
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• Dauphin Case Management Unit = 1 
• Greene Health and Rehab = 1 
• NRFP = 1 
• Doctor = 1 
• Therapist = 1 
• Head Injury Program website = 1 

 

January 2025 

• HIP Providers = 6 
• NRFP = 3 
• Excela Health = 1 
• Snyder Houise = 1 
• Lancaster Reab = 1 
• Bryn Mar Rehab = 1 
• Penn Brain Injury Conference = 1 
• Head Injury Program website = 1 
• Brain Injury Helpline = 1 
• Tri City Advocacy – Lehigh County = 1 
• Doctor = 1 
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HIP ACTIVITY REPORT 
 

HIP Activity Report:                           

  2024 2025 Total  
  Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan   
               

Total Enrollment   114 110 113 111 115 119 114 121 116 116 114 120   
 Residential 6 5 6 5 5 5 4 5 5 5 5 4   
 Outpatient 43 45 45 44 39 40 40 40 39 38 39 44   

 
Home/ Community 
Based 43 38 37 34 37 42 44 52 47 52 48 50   

 Transition 22 22 25 28 34 32 26 24 25 21 22 22   
               
Gender Distribution - Clients Receiving Services                           
 Male 56 55 57 55 55 59 59 64 61 58 57 62   
 Female 58 55 56 56 60 60 55 57 55 58 57 58   
                         
Total in Process   130 127 121 134 135 138 138 119 117 114 93 98   
 Applications in Process 94 90 87 89 93 94 97 87 80 85 63 74   

 
Approved for 
Assessment 26 27 23 27 32 31 26 22 22 20 23 13   

 Approved for Services 3 3 6 13 6 11 12 7 11 6 3 8   

 
Re-Enrollment 
applications  7 7 5 5 4 2 3 3 4 3 4 3   

               
Ineligible   1 0 0 0 2 2 2 0 2 1 0 0 10 

 Ineligible by Application 1 0 0 0 2 2 2 0 1 1 0 0 9 
 Ineligible by Assessment 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 
               

Total Eligible/Enrolled 117 113 119 125 121 130 126 128 127 122 117 128   
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Results over past 12 months                           
 Moved to Waiver System 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 4 

 
Ended- No future 
funding 9 9 6 7 2 6 3 5 3 5 0 2 57 

 Moved to Other Funding 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 4 
 In Waiver Process 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 Re-Enrollment 2 1 2 0 0 0 0 4 1 0 2 0 12 
 Other (deceased, moved, etc) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Average Age of New 
Referrals   48.6 42.4 54.2 47 47.6 50.4 40.8 40.8 47.5 45.6 47.9 43.2 46.3 

 

Median Age of New Referrals 53 43 58 47 50 43 38 37 50 46 48.5 45 46.5  

                               

Wait List for Start Date                            

  
Approved to begin 
services 9 9 9 13 4 12 8 8 12 7 6 14   

 

  Closed  2 5 4 1 1 1 3 4 2 3 4 5    

Assessment Wait List 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0    

  
Approved for 
Assessment 13 16 12 15 11 13 11 8 10 10 12 8   

 

                               

Respite   0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  

  2024 2025 Total  

  Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan    

County of Residence for New Referrals                            

 Philadelphia 3 2 5 4 5 5 3 3 1 5 2 3 41  

 Delaware  1  2 2 1     2  1  9  

 Montgomery  3 2 3 1 5 2  1 1 2 4 24  

 Allegheny 4 2 2 3 5 3 1  5  2 1 28  

 Lehigh      2  1 2 1 4  1 11  

 Bucks 2 2 1 3 2 2 2 1 2 1  3 21  

 Northampton  1  1  1 1 1 2   1 8  

 Chester 1    1    1    3  

 Lancaster   1 2  1  1  1 1 1 8  

 Dauphin  1    2   1 1 1  6  
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 York      1      1 2  

 Berks 1   3   1 1  1 1 1 9  

 Lackawanna          1 1  2  

 Cumberland        1  1   2  

 Beaver           1  1  

 Lebanon     1 1  1     3  

 Luzerne   1  1   1 1    4  

 Westmoreland 2 2 4  1 1  1 4 3 2  20  

 Monroe     1     1   2  

 Lawrence             0  

 Washington  1           1  

 Blair         1    1  

 Butler 1 1  2 2 3       9  

 Cambria  1   1        2  

 Northumberland        1     1  

 Franklin  1   1 1       3  

 Adams           1  1  

 Schuylkill             0  

 Erie    1         1  

 Fayette 1 2          1 4  

 Mercer            1 1  

 Carbon      1       1  

 Union             0  

 Centre 1      2      3  

 Montour             0  

 Columbia    1         1  

 Snyder                         0  

 Mifflin             0  

 Indiana 1 2  1  1   1    6  

 Armstrong             0  

  2024 2025 Total  

  Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan    

County of Residence for New Referrals                            

 Pike         1    1  
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 Lycoming             0  

 Crawford             0  

 Perry             0  

 Venango    1         1  

 Somerset   1      1    2  

 Clearfield             0  

 Wyoming             0  

 Wayne    1         1  

 Jefferson             0  

 Greene             0  

 Clarion 1            1  

 Juniata        1     1  

 Bradford       1      1  

 Huntingdon          1   1  

 Susquehanna             0  

 Bedford             0  

 Warren             0  

 Clinton             0  

 McKean             0  

 Elk             0  

 Tioga             0  

 Fulton             0  

 Forest             0  

 Potter             0  

 Sullivan             0  

 Cameron             0  

 unknown             0  

Total               
 

Definitions:                
 

Applications in Process - Application sent to individual, waiting on return or waiting on additional information from the individual to 
determine if eligible for an assessment.   

 

Approved for Assessment - Application received and approved. Individual has been found eligible for a HIP assessment.  Reflects 
either notification to select provider or notification to provider and individual of assessment approval.   
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Approved for Services - Individual has been determined to be clinically/functionally eligible.  DOH is awaiting rehabilitation start date 
from the provider.  Application received, assessment completed and approved, rehabilitation services recommended, service plan 
approved.    

 

Total Eligible/Enrolled - The number of individuals currently receiving HIP services + the number of individuals who are approved for 
HIP but are waiting on a rehabilitation start date from the provider.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


	The next clinical forum is scheduled for March 25, 2025 from 3:30-5:00 pm. The presenter is Dr. Umesh Venkatesan, a neuropsychologist and research scientist at Moss Rehabilitation Research Institute.  Dr. Venkatesan will present on psychosocial factor...

