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National Interest Waiver (NIW) 

Statement of Policy 

 
The Physician National Interest Waiver is a provision under U.S. Immigration law, it 
enables foreign physicians to obtain permanent residency in the United States without the 
need for a labor certification and waive the requirements of a job offer. 
The waiver required you to obtain a letter from the state health department confirming 
your work is in the public interest. 
Time in J-1 non-immigrant visa status does not count towards the five-year service 
requirement. 

Department of Health Policies for Issuance of National Interest Waiver Support 

The Department of Health (DOH) will consider supporting National Interest Waiver 
requests to the extent that the applicant/sponsor demonstrates that the need for such 
placement exists; that the placement is consistent with the Department of Health’s 
mission to ensure access to health care; that the placement supports program objectives of 
DOH; and that all requirements of the federal program have been met. It is the 
responsibility of the applicant/sponsor to document a compelling public health interest 
for waiver support. DOH considers the primary responsibility of the National Interest 
Waiver Program to be the underserved communities which the Program serves. 
 
DOH Program Objectives 

1. To assure access to health care by persons or population groups living in health 
professional shortage areas (HPSA); medically underserved areas (MUA) and by 
designated populations unable by reason of poverty or other circumstances to obtain 
access to a physician (population-based HPSA or medically underserved population 
(MUP). Federally Qualified Health Centers and Look-alikes are also eligible sites. 
 
2. To recruit and retain physicians within designated shortage areas of the 
Commonwealth who are specifically engaged in providing direct patient care to the 
underserved residents of their area. 

3. To support medically underserved communities that have a demonstrated inability to 
recruit or retain physicians. 
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Under this program, the following requirements for participation apply: 

Federal Eligibility 
 

• Primary Care (general practitioner, family practice petitioner, general internist, 
pediatrician, obstetrician/gynecologist, or psychiatrist) or specialty physician may 
apply 

• The physician must work full time in an area designed by the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services aa a Health Professionals Shortage area (HPSA) or 
Medically Underserved area (MUA/P) 

• Mental Health Professional Area (MPHPSA for Psychiatrists only) 
• Physician must work a 40-hour clinical week providing direct patient care 
• Must serve a total of 5 years. 

 
State requirements 
 

• Physician must work a 40-hour clinical week providing direct patient care 
• If you have completed a Conrad 30 or ARC waiver you must commit to two 

additional years moving forward. 
• Applicants must have a current medical license in Pennsylvania 
• Employment contract must be dated within six (6) months of the filing of the I- 

140 petition. 
• Addendums are allowed for current Conrad 30 or ARC waivers. 
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For questions please contact our office at 717.772.5298 or email us at 
waiverprograms@pa.gov  
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