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P R O C E E D I N G S 1 

---------------------------------------------------- 2 

    CHAIR:  All right.  I'm going to 3 

start again.  How about that?  For everyone in the 4 

room who could hear me really well, I'm going to 5 

repeat myself.  Good morning.  Welcome.  It is now 6 

10:35.  I'm going to officially call this meeting to 7 

order.  This is the Medical Marijuana Advisory Board 8 

meeting being held on September 17, 2025.   9 

    This meeting is also being live 10 

streamed and recorded.  I'm Dr. Debra Bogen.  I'm 11 

Pennsylvania Secretary of Health and I serve as the 12 

chair of the Medical Marijuana Advisory Board.  13 

Board counsel Sandra Adams is seated to my left, and 14 

she will assist with today's meeting as needed.  So 15 

it is now my job to take the role.  So Colonel 16 

Paris?  17 

    MR. PARIS:  Paris is here.  Good 18 

morning, everyone.   19 

    CHAIR:  Thank you.  Dr. Roussel?   20 

    DR. ROUSSEL:  Good morning.  Present.  21 

    CHAIR:  Good morning.  Matthew Eaton 22 

let us know in advance that he would not be present 23 

today.  Similarly, John Adams is also - let us know 24 

in advance that he will not be present today.  Dr. 25 
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Shahoud?   1 

    DR. SHAHOUD:  Good morning.  Present.  2 

    CHAIR:  Good morning.  Bhavini Patel?  3 

    MS. PATEL:  Present.   4 

    CHAIR:  Thank you.  Dr. Osterhoudt?  5 

I know he's there.  Are you able to unmute and say 6 

you're present?   7 

    ATTORNEY ADAMS:  He cannot unmute.   8 

    CHAIR:  He cannot unmute.  We know 9 

you're here.  You're using the chat then.   10 

    DR. OSTERHOUDT:  I was unmuted.  I 11 

was muted by the host.  But you have now unmuted me 12 

again.  So I'm here.   13 

    CHAIR:  All right.  Perfect.  Thank 14 

you.  Dr. Lynch?   15 

    DR. LYNCH:  Present.  Good morning.   16 

    CHAIR:  Good morning.  Thank you.  17 

Brittney Rodas?  I don't see Brittney on the call at 18 

this time.  Diana Briggs?  19 

    MS. BRIGGS:  Present.   20 

    CHAIR:  Wonderful.  Thank you.  Ms. 21 

Adams, can you confirm that we have a quorum for 22 

today's meeting?   23 

    ATTORNEY ADAMS:  We do have a quorum.  24 

    CHAIR:  Woohoo.  Brittney.  I'm going 25 
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to go back.  Brittney Rodas?  Present?  Yes?   1 

    MS. RODAS:  Present.  Yes.  Sorry I'm 2 

a little late.   3 

    CHAIR:  Wonderful.  Now we really 4 

have a full quorum.  Awesome.  Thank you so much.  5 

And I'll also note that Dr. Kambic also let us know 6 

in advance that he would be absent from today's 7 

meeting.  So I think that's the roll.   8 

    Before proceeding with the full 9 

agenda, I do have a few announcements.  Information 10 

regarding future meetings, including dates, times, 11 

locations, and a link to the live stream, is 12 

available on the Board's website.  The proposed 2020 13 

- the proposed 2026 meeting dates are as follows.  14 

March 25th, June 24th, September 23rd and December 15 

2nd.  If you can please check your calendars and let 16 

Ms. Reddy know as soon as possible if you have any 17 

conflicts so we can be sure to have a quorum at the 18 

meetings.   19 

    And as a reminder, we ask the Board 20 

members participate in at least one of the Board's 21 

four subcommittees.  If you are not currently on a 22 

subcommittee, are interested in participating in 23 

other subcommittees, can you please reach out to Ms. 24 

Reddy to let her know?  Now to today's agenda.   25 
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    The agenda reflects the items that 1 

were identified by the Board for discussion and was 2 

posted to the Board's website in advance of today's 3 

meeting.  First order of business for today's 4 

meeting is to approve the minutes from the June 5 

25th, 2025 meeting.  The corrected meeting minutes 6 

were circulated for your review.   7 

    Are there any additional comments or 8 

corrections at this time?  And if not, can I get a 9 

motion to approve the meeting minutes from June 10 

25th, 2025?   11 

    DR. OSTERHOUDT:  Move to approve.  12 

    DR. ROUSSEL:  Second, Roussel.   13 

    CHAIR:  Thank you.  Who is the first? 14 

I'm sorry.   15 

    DR. OSTERHOUDT:  Yeah, Kevin 16 

Osterhoudt.  Sorry.   17 

    CHAIR:  Great.  Thanks.  So we had a 18 

first and approval.  All in favor, say aye.   19 

ALL RESPOND AYE      20 

    CHAIR:  Any abstentions?  And any 21 

nays?  All right.  So the minutes from the June 2025 22 

meeting are approved and will be posted on the 23 

Board's website soon.  The next agenda item is the 24 

Bureau of Medical Marijuana program update, which we 25 
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always look forward to.   1 

    So it's - I'd like to turn things 2 

over to Laura Mentch, director for the Bureau of 3 

Medical Marijuana, to provide the program updates.  4 

Thanks for being here, Laura.   5 

    MS. MENTCH:  Yeah.  Good morning, 6 

everyone. 7 

    CHAIR:  Oh, do you want me to turn -?  8 

    MS. MENTCH:  It's okay.  I don't need 9 

them.  But normally it's there, so as long as the 10 

audience can see, it's the first slide presentation. 11 

Very good.  All right.  The first two serious 12 

medical conditions limited to Chapter 20 research 13 

purposes were approved.   14 

    These conditions are traumatic brain 15 

injury with chronic symptoms and Type 2 diabetes 16 

mellitus.  The general guidance for the academic 17 

clinical research centers, or ACRCs, is available on 18 

the Clinical Research Chapter 20 page of the Medical 19 

Marijuana website.   20 

    And the Bureau has developed the 21 

enrollment forms, the system changes, and all the 22 

training documentation necessary for the ACRCs to be 23 

able to apply to use the serious medical conditions 24 

limited.  The goal is for this to be available for 25 
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them in October of this year.  On this next slide, 1 

we had discussed this at the June meeting.   2 

    So as stated in the June Board 3 

meeting, the purpose of the outreach to the inactive 4 

practitioners was to identify inactive 5 

practitioners, true-up the reported numbers of 6 

active practitioners in our program and amend the 7 

published list of available active certifying 8 

practitioners.   9 

    So the Bureau has established a 10 

process to routinely contact inactive practitioners 11 

who have not issued certifications for over 12 12 

months to confirm their desired program status.  13 

Practitioners can opt to disable their account or 14 

continue to remain active in the program.   15 

    In June of this year, communication 16 

was sent to 569 approved certifying practitioners.  17 

The results we received were 217 responses, 44 of 18 

which chose to disable their account, 173 opted to 19 

remain active.  So clearly we didn't have the 20 

entirety of the practitioners that we reached out to 21 

respond.  We will continue to reach out and did.   22 

    We sent another email asking for 23 

action to 433 of the non-responding physicians.  80 24 

of them did respond, 22 wanted out of the program 25 
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and 58 wanted to stay active.  We will continue to 1 

reach out to the practitioners and kind of whittle 2 

that number down until we have a better feeling for 3 

which practitioners are actually actively certifying 4 

and which are not.   5 

    It should be noted that disabling the 6 

accounts will decrease the number of practitioners 7 

listed on the Bureau's website.  But these are 8 

inactive practitioners who have not issued 9 

certifications for over 12 months.  So it is not a 10 

true decline in the number of active practitioners.  11 

    I would also like to say that we were 12 

pleasantly surprised that of the ones that we lost, 13 

the 44 that we lost with the most recent outreach, 14 

we did look to see that we had over 55 sign up 15 

between June and August.  So the numbers, I think at 16 

the very end when we go over metrics, you're only 17 

going to see like a difference of seven, which was 18 

surprising to me and also pleasantly surprising to 19 

me, quite honestly.   20 

    By cleaning up the list, it will 21 

decrease patients wasting time reaching out to   22 

non-practicing practitioners, non-participating 23 

practitioners.  And again, I was just pleasantly 24 

surprised that it really didn't decrease the amount 25 
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of practitioners we have available to the patients. 1 

Next slide, the Laboratory Information Management 2 

System or LIMS CVS upload.  This was created in an 3 

effort to improve efficiency and decrease errors.   4 

    It's an automated interface that went 5 

live on August 19th to transfer test results from 6 

the Laboratory Information Management System to the 7 

track and trace system in MJ Freeway.  Feedback was 8 

all positive from the customer service, from MJ 9 

Freeway to the training to the process itself.   10 

    This - this was a well-intentioned 11 

upgrade that helps eliminate human error that may 12 

cause issues as far as quarantining product that 13 

should not - is not quarantined for other reasons 14 

other than human error.  Next slide.  The next 15 

window of the Act 63 applications is opening October 16 

1st to October 31st.   17 

    Everything necessary to apply is now 18 

available on the website, but please note that 19 

qualifications are extremely specific and limited, 20 

so care should be taken to review that information 21 

thoroughly.  Email communication was sent out to the 22 

medical marijuana operators alerting them that the 23 

window is opening and where to find the information.  24 

    Next slide.  Several staff had the 25 
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honor of attending the annual Medical Marijuana 1 

Research Summit hosted by Thomas Jefferson 2 

University and Ethos in Philadelphia last week.  I 3 

was among them.  There were over 80 attendees and 4 

the Summit highlighted the ongoing research being 5 

conducted, the research projects completed, 6 

published results, and ways to collaborate with each 7 

other for future research projects.   8 

    It was a day spent recognizing the 9 

value of the plant and the program while sharing 10 

challenges faced by the permittees and the 11 

regulators.  All published research is available on 12 

the Medical Marijuana website and I encourage anyone 13 

that's looking to understand what we're getting from 14 

that from our ACRCS and our CR collaborators.  They 15 

are publishing a lot of information.  It's very 16 

interesting and it was even attended by Meghna from 17 

- as a representative from the Governor's Office and 18 

that exchange was very well received also.   19 

    So we're looking forward to the next 20 

summit.  Next slide.  The Notice for Procurement or 21 

NFP for the upcoming Pennsylvania Medical Marijuana 22 

Seed to Sale System was posted publicly on September 23 

4th of this year on PA e-marketplace.  DGS is the 24 

issuing office and will be handling that 25 
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procurement.  And program metrics. 1 

    As of September 1st, 2025, the 2 

program had 440,108 active patient certifications.  3 

We have 1,073,372 program to date patient 4 

registrations.  There are 1,898 approved 5 

practitioners.  We have given out $1,512,480 in MMAP 6 

Phase 3 financial benefits.  The program has 31 7 

operational grower processors and 191 operational 8 

dispensaries.  This bar graph shows the continued 9 

increase in sales month to month from January of 10 

2020 through September 1st of 2025.  Continuing the 11 

trend, the program has seen increases from the same 12 

month in prior years and this last slide shows the 13 

dry leaf retail and wholesale pricing details from 14 

January of 2021 through August of 2025.   15 

    The retail price per gram averaged 16 

$7.65, which is down $0.08 from our last meeting and 17 

from a high of $14.90 in January of 2021.  The 18 

wholesale price per gram averaged lower at $2.87, 19 

down $0.07 from our last meeting and from a high of 20 

$10.65 in January of 2021.   21 

    Are there any questions?   22 

    CHAIR:  Are there any questions from 23 

the Board for Laura?  All right.  Hearing no 24 

questions.  We will now move to old business.  25 
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Thanks again, Laura, for your updates.  As discussed 1 

in previous meetings, each subcommittee chair will 2 

provide an update at each Board meeting regarding 3 

the activities since the previous meeting.  So let's 4 

start with the medical review subcommittee chaired 5 

by Dr. Shahoud.  Dr. Shahoud, I'll turn it over to 6 

you.   7 

    DR. SHAHOUD:  Yes, good morning.  The 8 

medical review subcommittee was in the receipt of 9 

two applications requesting to add a serious medical 10 

conditions to the approved list of qualifying 11 

medical conditions.  An FOD and Hidradenitis 12 

Suppurativa.  Subcommittee is having this discussion 13 

to make recommendations at the following MMAB 14 

meeting.  Thank you.   15 

    CHAIR:  Thank you.  We look forward 16 

to hearing that at the next meeting.  Any questions 17 

from the Board for Dr. Shahoud or the committee - 18 

subcommittee?  Okay.  Hearing none.  Next is the 19 

patient and caregiver subcommittee chaired by Diana 20 

Briggs.  Diana?  21 

    MS. BRIGGS:  Good morning.  The 22 

patient caregiver subcommittee met last month where 23 

we discussed the current business before the Medical 24 

Marijuana Advisory Board.  And as always, we look 25 
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forward to the continued growth of the medical 1 

marijuana program.  Thank you.   2 

    CHAIR:  Any questions for that 3 

subcommittee?  Hearing none.  Let's move to the next 4 

one.  The regulatory subcommittee is chaired by Dr. 5 

Christine Roussel.  Dr. Roussel? 6 

    DR. ROUSSEL:  Good morning.  The 7 

regulatory subcommittee continues to meet frequently 8 

and one of the things that was identified was lack 9 

of protection for healthcare providers and 10 

healthcare facilities as being a barrier to patient 11 

care.  We've discussed this at several previous 12 

meetings, most recently June 25 of this year.   13 

    And the regulatory subcommittee made 14 

a formal motion in May 22 of '24 at the Marijuana 15 

Advisory Board to support promulgation of 16 

regulations for the protection of healthcare 17 

professionals and facilities.  We took feedback and 18 

worked on the report to refine it and the report 19 

should have been sent to all the members of the 20 

committee.  And we formally request that the 21 

Commonwealth consider providing protections to 22 

healthcare facilities to allow decision making at 23 

their facility.   24 

    You know, the Pennsylvania marijuana 25 
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card holding patient may be permitted or not to 1 

self-administer or to have administered to them PA 2 

medical marijuana products.  You know, this 3 

protection is to include allowing facility to adopt 4 

their own policies and procedures which could 5 

include determining the forms of medical marijuana 6 

permitted or not permitted at their facility.   7 

    Also in this is providing protections 8 

to the healthcare professional's licenses if 9 

administration of medical marijuana products is 10 

provided and sent to a patient care at a medical 11 

facility.  So for this, we thought really the focus 12 

was just to add regulations to allow these 13 

protections just so healthcare providers can focus 14 

on doing what's in the best interest of the patient. 15 

If the report has been read by everybody, it's an 16 

opportunity.   17 

    If anybody wants to make a motion to 18 

adopt the report regarding the protections for 19 

healthcare facilities and professions.   20 

    MS. RODAS:  I'll make a motion to 21 

adopt the report.   22 

    MS. BRIGGS:  I'll second.   23 

    CHAIR:  All right.  I just want to 24 

just remind you that as we discussed at prior Board 25 
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meetings, before this type of regulation can be 1 

implemented, it would likely require action by the 2 

General Assembly and other agencies rather than 3 

through the effectuation process set forth in the 4 

Medical Marijuana Act.  So my understanding is that 5 

the report has been tailored with that guidance in 6 

mind.   7 

    Is that correct, Dr. Roussel?   8 

    DR. ROUSSEL:  Yes, I believe so.   9 

    CHAIR:  Okay.   10 

    So again, we had a motion.  Can - can 11 

you please repeat the motion for clarity?   12 

    MS. RODAS:  Yes.  Brittney Rodas 13 

making a motion to adopt the report.   14 

    CHAIR:  Okay.   15 

    And a second?   16 

    MS. BRIGGS:  Second.  Diana Briggs.   17 

    CHAIR:  Wonderful.  Let me - I will 18 

take a roll for this particular vote.  So Doctor - I 19 

mean, Colonel Paris?   20 

    MR. PARIS:  Yes.   21 

    CHAIR:  Christine Roussel?   22 

    DR. ROUSSEL:  Yes.   23 

    CHAIR:  Dr. Shahoud?   24 

    DR. SHAHOUD:  Yes.   25 
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    CHAIR:  Bhavini Patel?   1 

    MS. PATEL:  Yes.   2 

    CHAIR:  Dr. Osterhoudt?   3 

    DR. OSTERHOUDT:  Yes.   4 

    CHAIR:  Dr. Lynch?   5 

    DR. LYNCH:  Yes.   6 

    CHAIR:  Brittney Rodas?   7 

    MS. RODAS:  Yes.   8 

    CHAIR:  Diana Briggs?   9 

    MS. BRIGGS:  Yes.   10 

    CHAIR:  Do we have a - looks like we 11 

have a unanimous.  And I am abstaining.  So we have 12 

eight.  Eight.  Eight.  Eight ayes and one 13 

abstention.  So the vote passes.  Thank you very 14 

much.  So the motion to adopt the written report is 15 

approved.   16 

    The report will be circulated to the 17 

Governor, the Senate, the House of Representatives, 18 

and the Secretary of Health.  And this report will 19 

be public under the right to know law.  Are there 20 

any other additions from the subcommittee before we 21 

move to the next subcommittee?   22 

    DR. ROUSSEL:  We have no more formal 23 

motions or reports, but I do want to let everybody 24 

know that one of the members of our committee has 25 
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brought up workplace protections for medical 1 

marijuana holders, essentially workers that may be 2 

terminated for their legal use.  And if anybody's 3 

interested in exploring this topic, feel free to 4 

reach out to me or to Siri to get on with the 5 

regulatory review committee to further explore this 6 

new topic.  Thank you.   7 

    CHAIR:  Thank you, Dr. Roussel.  8 

Thank you to the subcommittee for your work.  And 9 

our last subcommittee update is from medical 10 

research subcommittee chaired by Bhavini Patel.  I 11 

understand the subcommittee will be discussing the 12 

Organic Remedies research initiative today.   13 

    Is that correct, Bhavini?   14 

    MS. PATEL:  Yes, that is correct.   15 

    CHAIR:  Wonderful.  Thank you so 16 

much.  17 

    MS. PATEL:  Yep.  Thank you.  So, 18 

since our last Board meeting, the medical research 19 

subcommittee has completed its amended report, which 20 

was shared out on Organic Remedies research 21 

initiative regarding the use of solvent based 22 

extraction for microbial contamination.  And today 23 

the subcommittee will be moving to adopt a new 24 

recommendation.   25 
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    But before doing so, we wanted to 1 

provide some context to explain why the 2 

subcommittee's position has changed.  As you 3 

probably know, Organic Remedies research initiative 4 

is the first such initiative the Board has 5 

considered, and with that came unique challenges.  6 

But it is the first.  This review has necessarily 7 

involved clarifying the scope of the Board's role, 8 

including which factors should be considered and the 9 

weight to be given to each when evaluating the 10 

research results.   11 

    Feedback and questions raised by 12 

Secretary Bogen at the November 2024 Board meeting 13 

provided additional clarity on these issues for the 14 

subcommittee.  And to ensure that it fully addressed 15 

the Secretary's questions regarding the basis for 16 

the Board's recommendation, the subcommittee 17 

undertook another comprehensive analysis of Organic 18 

Remedies research materials, including its 19 

clarifying letter and presentations to the Board, 20 

transcripts from relevant public meetings and the 21 

applicable statutes, regulations, guidance and 22 

information posted on the Medical Marijuana 23 

Program's website.   24 

    Based on this re-review and as 25 
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Christine will address in more detail, the 1 

subcommittee identified concerns and questions which 2 

had not been sufficiently addressed by the research, 3 

particularly given that the end products on which 4 

the solvent based extraction will be used are 5 

intended for patients with serious medical 6 

conditions.   7 

    With that, I would like to turn it 8 

over to Christine to discuss the findings that were 9 

shared out in the report in more specifics.   10 

    DR. ROUSSEL:  Thank you.  So the 11 

research presented was an analysis of the efficacy 12 

of Organic Remedies, Incorporated manufacturing 13 

infrastructure for the production of sterile 14 

abstracts derived from contaminated feedstock.   15 

    The purpose of their research, as 16 

quoted from their article, is to determine whether 17 

Organic Remedies, Incorporated unidirectional 18 

aseptic manufacturing process is capable of creating 19 

extraction materials that are free from microbial 20 

contaminants and their metabolites when contaminated 21 

feed material is utilized in extraction.   22 

    Their research study involved 23 

evaluating the effectiveness of solvent based 24 

extraction methods and processing for eliminating or 25 
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substantially diminishing microbial contamination.  1 

They cited impact of crop destructions to business 2 

as their primary reason.  In their manufacturing 3 

process they used two test methods, hydrocarbon 4 

extraction and supercritical carbon dioxide.   5 

    The report does provide more full 6 

detail.  Their methods that included winterization, 7 

0.2 micron filtration, clarification, sterilization, 8 

solvent recovery, purging, and in the case of carbon 9 

dioxide, decarboxylation and cannabinoid 10 

distillation.  Their study did talk about their 11 

methods and provide contamination level for most 12 

mold and yield prior to initiating the testing as 13 

well as aerobic and Enterobacteria counts.   14 

    Their starting material did not 15 

contain any E. coli or Salmonella.  And their final 16 

research did show getting to certain levels of zero 17 

colony forming units.  We highlighted their study 18 

findings and their terminology in the report.  But 19 

with this the Board did have seven specific 20 

findings.  Eight actually.  And then we wanted to 21 

address each of those concerns.  We did send the 22 

information back and we were able to include a 23 

letter that was sent on behalf of the company last 24 

year that tried to address some of the findings.   25 
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    And while it did have five points on 1 

it, findings for the Board still remain.  So the 2 

first finding is the Board members' concerns 3 

regarding the level of contamination used in the 4 

research feedstock and have not been sufficiently 5 

addressed regarding - in unknown risks regarding 6 

potential effects to patients.   7 

    Colony forming units of molding 8 

fungus were greater than a million colony forming 9 

units per gram of cannabis.  And then we can say the 10 

subsequent levels of bacteria were significant above 11 

the state's level, as well as the Enterobacteria.  12 

The concern was specifically around the durability. 13 

So finding two was establishing durability of the 14 

contamination levels.  Their study did test 15 

microbial contamination.  So microbial sterilization 16 

efficacy testing was done once, but then it wasn't 17 

repeated again.   18 

    Really, when you're looking at shelf 19 

life for a product, if it's negative at one point, 20 

is it still going to be negative when that patient 21 

goes to use it in the risk of spoilage?  Finding 22 

three, we found that the research did not 23 

sufficiently demonstrate the repeatability of the 24 

test results and no information was provided to 25 
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reflect repeatability of the test.  1 

    And the impact of other variables on 2 

it as well as there was no statistical analysis that 3 

was performed to speak to the sample size or the 4 

number of tests that need to be repeatable to really 5 

show if the study was powered to appropriately 6 

analyze its results.  Finding four, the research did 7 

not provide detailed analysis of the solvent based 8 

extraction method on highly pathogenic organisms 9 

that are a significant risk to patients and 10 

particularly those with weakened immune systems.   11 

    The research did not detail in its 12 

methods used against highly pathogenic organisms.  13 

So the Board cannot draw conclusions about the 14 

efficacy of this technique or either technique for 15 

the proposed methods for such organisms as 16 

Aspergillus.  You know, Aspergillus is of specific 17 

and, you know, particular clinical concern and 18 

regulatory significance.   19 

    It's something that's ubiquitous, 20 

it's found in soil and decaying matter and its 21 

effects on patients on the receiving end could be 22 

everything from allergenic bronchopulmonary concerns 23 

to invasive fungal infections.  So for specifically 24 

the issue was it was not shown to be in the 25 
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feedstock.  So if it was not shown to be in the 1 

initial product that was then applied with the 2 

scientific methods, you can't prove that the 3 

scientific methods actually eliminated the product. 4 

So finding five was similar.   5 

    It did not demonstrate efficacy for 6 

the solvent based extraction methods for reducing or 7 

eliminating E. coli or Salmonella, both of which 8 

really pose a risk of harm to patients, particularly 9 

those with weakened immune systems.  So again, 10 

Salmonella and E. coli were not in the test batch.   11 

    So since they were not tested in the 12 

methods, we cannot say that they are effective in 13 

removing them.  For perspective, looking at the U.S. 14 

Pharmacopoeia test for specified microorganisms, 15 

there are specific tests around specific bile 16 

tolerant gram negative organisms such as Salmonella 17 

and E. coli.   18 

    Both of these are opportunistic and 19 

can be a greater issue in patients with weakened 20 

immune systems.  And there's more details about 21 

those.  Further, you know, this goes into the second 22 

finding number six.  You know, Salmonella and E. 23 

coli, gram negative organisms produce something 24 

called endotoxins.   25 
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    So for example, when Salmonella 1 

bacteria die, they leave behind broken pieces of the 2 

outer shell of the bacteria.  They're called 3 

lipopolysaccharides and they're highly resistant to 4 

heat.  And they're so small that they're not removed 5 

by filters.  The 0.2 micron filter that is used in 6 

the process wouldn't catch them.   7 

    Endotoxins are known to activate 8 

patients' body inflammatory response system, which 9 

can lead to things as mild as fever and chills, or 10 

to other symptoms including septic shock.  So in 11 

this case, so for finding six, you know, there is a 12 

risk resulting from microbial contamination.   13 

    So viable organisms and non-viable 14 

contaminants, specifically mycotoxins and 15 

endotoxins.  You can produce a product that's 16 

sterile but still has enough endotoxin that it could 17 

cause symptoms in a patient.  And those who are 18 

already sick or have serious medical conditions are 19 

at greater risk for that.   20 

    So bacteria, yeast and fungus can all 21 

produce these type of toxins.  And high level of 22 

endotoxins have been found in commercial cannabis 23 

flower samples.  Solvent based extraction again can 24 

reduce the microbial load, but doesn't eliminate 25 
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that endotoxin or mycotoxin.   1 

    The studies looked at mycotoxin 2 

levels after testing, but they didn't look at it 3 

before.  So there's no research that shows that this 4 

method had mycotoxins before and then were able to 5 

remove the mycotoxins.  And just for perspective, I 6 

talked about endotoxins, but mycotoxins are pretty 7 

profound as well.  Aflatoxin can cause things like 8 

liver damage, you know, other toxins.   9 

    Specifically, like ochratoxin, can 10 

cause kidney damage and immunosuppression.  So it 11 

did not show the benefit that was needed to prove 12 

that it has that quality control.  Finding seven 13 

highlighted the no statistical analysis performed 14 

that would support the methodology used for 15 

research.   16 

    The authors did cite that there was 17 

no statistic analysis possible because of the lack 18 

of variance in the data in the downstream plant 19 

material.  But it is common to, you know, perform 20 

statistical analysis.  So in this case, no analysis 21 

was included to support that the study was 22 

appropriately powered or that a design phase 23 

analysis was performed.  Meaning the study did not 24 

address nor show that it assessed or - nor included 25 
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testing of a sufficient sample size to accurately 1 

detect a statistically significant effect if one 2 

truly existed.   3 

    And then the last one, you know, 4 

finding eight, the potential financial benefit from 5 

the use of solvent based extraction does not 6 

outweigh the safety to patients, particularly where 7 

cost of patients continues to decrease.  The study 8 

highlighted that.  But I think it's, you know, 9 

important.   10 

    And there's other quotes related to, 11 

you know, how the cost plays into patients and 12 

inflation.  But we did see, as presented by the 13 

director of the program today, that the cost of 14 

cannabis program wholesale price continues to go 15 

down.   16 

    Thus, the recommendation that was 17 

listed was the Board recommends or this subcommittee 18 

is recommending to the Board that the use of solvent 19 

based extraction methods and processes remain 20 

limited to topical forms and subject to the 21 

provisions of Section 702 of the Medical Marijuana 22 

Act.   23 

    CHAIR:  Thank you, Dr. Roussel.  24 

Thank you, Bhavini.  Are there any discussions or 25 
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questions from the Board?  Hearing none.  Bhavini, 1 

are you moving to make a motion for this report?   2 

    MS. PATEL:  Yes.   3 

    CHAIR:  Yes.  A motion to adopt?  4 

Yes.  First, two motions.   5 

    MS. PATEL:  Yeah.  Bhavini Patel 6 

making a motion to adopt the subcommittee's 7 

recommendation that the use of solvent based 8 

extraction methods and processes remain limited to 9 

topical form and subject to the provisions of 10 

Section 702 of the Medical Marijuana Act.   11 

    DR. LYNCH:  Second.  Lynch.   12 

    CHAIR:  Thank you.  So I will do a 13 

roll call for that as well.  Colonel Paris?   14 

    MR. PARIS:  Yes.   15 

    CHAIR:  Dr. Roussel?   16 

    DR. ROUSSEL:  Yes.   17 

    CHAIR:  Dr. Shahoud?   18 

    DR. SHAHOUD:  Yes.   19 

    CHAIR:  Bhavini Patel?   20 

    MS. PATEL:  Yes.   21 

    CHAIR:  Dr. Osterhoudt?   22 

    DR. OSTERHOUDT:  Yes.   23 

    CHAIR:  Dr. Lynch?     24 

     DR. LYNCH:  Yes.   25 
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    CHAIR:  Brittney Rodas?   1 

    MS. RODAS:  Yes.   2 

    CHAIR:  Diana Briggs?   3 

    MS. BRIGGS:  Yes.   4 

    CHAIR:  And I am abstaining.  And 5 

I'll note that we have Matthew Eaton, John Adams and 6 

Dr. Kambic who are absent today for the vote.  So, 7 

totals?  Eight ayes, one abstain.  So the motion 8 

carries.   9 

    As report policy requires, the 10 

medical research subcommittee did submit an amended 11 

written report with its recommendations and findings 12 

to the Board for its consideration.  Are there any 13 

questions of that report from the Board?  Hearing 14 

none.  Bhavini, may we have a motion for the report 15 

submission now?   16 

    MS. PATEL:  Yes.  Bhavini Patel 17 

making a motion to adopt the written report 18 

recommending that the use of solvent based 19 

extraction methods and processes remain limited to 20 

topical form and subject to provisions of Section 21 

702 of the Medical Marijuana Act.   22 

    CHAIR:  Is there a second?   23 

    MS. BRIGGS:  Second.  Diana Briggs.   24 

    CHAIR:  Thank you.  I will again do a 25 
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roll call.  Colonel Paris?   1 

    MR. PARIS:  Yes.   2 

    CHAIR:  Dr. Roussel?   3 

    DR. ROUSSEL:  Yes.   4 

    CHAIR:  Dr. Shahoud?   5 

    DR. SHAHOUD:  Yes.   6 

    CHAIR:  Bhavini Patel?   7 

    MS. PATEL:  Yes.   8 

    CHAIR:  Dr. Osterhoudt?   9 

    DR. OSTERHOUDT:  Yes.   10 

    CHAIR:  Dr. Lynch?   11 

    DR. LYNCH:  Yes.   12 

    CHAIR:  Brittney Rodas?   13 

    MS. RODAS:  Yes.   14 

    CHAIR:  Diana Briggs?   15 

    MS. BRIGGS:  Yes.   16 

    CHAIR:  And the same.  I'm 17 

abstaining.  And then we have Matthew Eaton, John 18 

Adams and Dr. Kambic absent from today.  So eight 19 

aye's, one abstain.  So the motion has passed.  The 20 

report will be distributed to the Governor, the 21 

Senate, the House of Representatives and the 22 

Secretary of Health.  And the report will be public 23 

record under the Right to Know Act.   24 

    I appreciate all the efforts and the 25 
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time that the subcommittee put in to provide a 1 

comprehensive amended report for this research 2 

initiative.  Thank you to all the subcommittees for 3 

all of their work and their updates.  I'll move on 4 

to new business.  Are there any questions or new 5 

topics from the Board?   6 

    DR. ROUSSEL:  This is Christine 7 

Roussel.  I just have one question.  The annual 8 

medical marijuana research that's presented sounds 9 

very exciting.  Is there an opportunity that the 10 

members of the Board or even just the members of the 11 

medical research committee, if we're worried about 12 

being limited, be invited to attend and be able to 13 

learn and ask questions and get perspective on all 14 

the wonderful things that clinical registrants in 15 

our state are doing.   16 

    CHAIR:  That's a summit.  Yeah, yeah, 17 

Dr. Roussel, it's a great question.  I don't at the 18 

top of my head see any reason why not.  But we'll 19 

discuss it.  And certainly get back to folks.  Those 20 

are organized not by the department, but they're 21 

organized by the research, the ACRCs, as well as the 22 

academic institutions and the grower processor 23 

people who have the permit.   24 

    So we - the department of - the 25 
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department program doesn't actually run those and 1 

they are publicly available.  So we'll get you the 2 

info for the next year.  Any other questions or 3 

comments and we will share the link that's on the 4 

website with the committee for where we post all of 5 

the published date reports on our site.  Any other 6 

discussions?  All right.  Hearing none.  I want to 7 

thank everyone for your participation and for 8 

joining this Board meeting today.   9 

    I look forward to seeing you all on 10 

our next scheduled meeting, November 19th, 2025.  As 11 

a reminder, if you could please let Ms. Reddy know 12 

if you have known conflicts so we can be sure we 13 

have quorum for our meetings.  And again, the new 14 

dates for next year are posted currently on the 15 

screen and have been distributed.  So now I need a 16 

motion to adjourn the meeting.   17 

    MR. PARIS:  Paris, motion.   18 

    CHAIR:  Thank you.   19 

    DR. ROUSSEL:  Roussel, second. 20 

    CHAIR:  Thank you.  All in favor, say 21 

aye, please.   22 

ALL RESPOND AYE 23 

    CHAIR:  Is anyone opposed?  All 24 

right.  Hearing none, the meeting is officially 25 
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adjourned.  Thank you again for joining.   1 

* * * * * * * * 2 

HEARING CONCLUDED AT 11:11 A.M. 3 

* * * * * * * * 4 
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