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P R O C E E D I N G S 1 

----------------------------------------------------- 2 

    SECRETARY BOGEN:  It is 10:30, so I'll 3 

officially call this meeting to order.  This is the 4 

Medical Marijuana Advisory Board meeting being held 5 

on June 25th, 2025 at 10:30 a.m.  This meeting is 6 

being livestreamed and recorded.  I am Dr. Debra 7 

Bogen.  I'm Pennsylvania Secretary of Health.   8 

    Board Counsel, Sandra Adams is seated 9 

to my left and will assist with today's meeting as 10 

needed.   11 

    So as usual for these meetings, I 12 

would start with roll call.  So when I call your 13 

name, if you can unmute and recognize your presence. 14 

 If you are having trouble with unmuting, you can 15 

also put it into the chat.  Good morning, Colonel 16 

Paris.  Dr. Roussel?  Matthew Eaton? 17 

    MR. EATON:  Present.   18 

    SECRETARY BOGEN:  Thank you, Matthew. 19 

 John Adams.  Thank you.  Dr. Shahoud?   20 

    ATTORNEY SANDRA ADAMS:  He's there. 21 

    SECRETARY BOGEN:  All right. 22 

    I see you there.  All right.  We got 23 

Dr. Shahoud.  Bhavini Patel?   24 

    MS. PATEL:  Present. 25 
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    SECRETARY BOGEN:  Thank you, Bhavini. 1 

    Dr. Osterhoudt?   2 

    DR. OSTERHOUDT:  Good morning.  I'm 3 

present. 4 

    SECRETARY BOGEN:  Good morning.  Dr. 5 

Lynch? 6 

    DR. LYNCH:  Present. 7 

    SECRETARY BOGEN:  Great.  Thank you 8 

very much.  Dr. Kambic? 9 

    DR. KAMBIC:  Present. 10 

    SECRETARY BOGEN:  Brittney Rodas?  No. 11 

 Diana Briggs? 12 

    MS. BRIGGS:  Present. 13 

    SECRETARY BOGEN:  Thank you.  Has 14 

anyone else come into the meeting that I should go 15 

back to?   16 

    Okay.  So Ms. Adams, can you confirm 17 

we have a forum for today's meeting?   18 

    ATTORNEY SANDRA ADAMS:  Confirmed.   19 

    SECRETARY BOGEN:  I was having a hard 20 

time hearing people during roll call.  Were you as 21 

well?  Is there anything you all can do?  Thank you 22 

so much.  They're working on audio, folks.   23 

    Before proceeding with today's full 24 

agenda, I do have a few announcements.  Royce Engler, 25 
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Chief of the Wright Township Police Department and 1 

designee of the Chiefs of Police Association is 2 

retiring this year.  I want to thank Chief Engler for 3 

his service to this Board and his work.  Wish you 4 

much enjoyment in your retirement.  Thank you so 5 

much.  The Chiefs of Police Association will name 6 

their designee for the Board soon.   7 

    Diana Briggs also had some words of 8 

appreciation.  Diana, I'm going to turn things over 9 

to you to give your comments.   10 

    MS. BRIGGS:  Thank you so much, Dr. 11 

Bogen.  Chief Engler, we just want to congratulate 12 

you on your much deserve retirement.  It has been an 13 

absolute pleasure working with you on Patient 14 

Caregivers Subcommittee.  I truly appreciated your 15 

willingness to learn about our program and your 16 

support to make it better for all of us.  Again, 17 

congratulations and thank you for your service.   18 

    SECRETARY BOGEN:  Thank you, Diana.  19 

So the membership list will be updated accordingly 20 

and posted on the Board's website when available.  21 

Again, thank you, Chief Engler.  Appreciate all your 22 

work.   23 

    Shifting gears slightly.  Information 24 

regarding future meetings, including dates, times, 25 
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location and a link to the live stream is available 1 

on the Board's website.  All Board meetings are held 2 

on Wednesdays from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 here in the 3 

Capitol Media Center and do include a virtual option. 4 

    So one logistical item I'd like to 5 

address before we turn to today's agenda.  I 6 

understand that some Board members have received 7 

direct communication from patients with inquiries 8 

about the Medical Marijuana Program, such as costs, 9 

eligibility and so forth.  Board members are asked to 10 

please notify Siri and Counsel if they receive 11 

communications from the public about the program, 12 

whether it be questions like those mentioned a moment 13 

ago, complaints or any other inquiries, as these will 14 

be directed to the Bureau of Medical Marijuana for 15 

further handling.  So, again, for Board members, if 16 

you get those in, please, Siri and our Legal Counsel 17 

and refer to them and our program will get back to 18 

folks.   19 

    Now, we'll turn to today's agenda.  20 

This agenda reflects items that were identified by 21 

the Board for discussion and was posted to the 22 

Board's website in advance of today's meetings.  One 23 

order of business for today's meeting is to approve 24 

the minutes from the April 16th, 2025 meeting.  The 25 
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corrected meeting minutes were circulated for your 1 

review.  No additional comments or corrections were 2 

received.  May I get a motion to approve the meeting 3 

minutes from the April 16th, 2025 meeting, please? 4 

    DR. KAMBIC:  Dr. Kambic, so moved.   5 

    SECRETARY BOGEN:  Thank you, Dr. 6 

Kambic.  7 

    DR. OSTERHOUDT:  Kevin Osterhoudt, 8 

second.   9 

    SECRETARY BOGEN:  Thank you so much.  10 

All in favor of the motion to approve the name, say 11 

aye.   12 

ALL AYES RESPOND 13 

    SECRETARY BOGEN:  Any opposed?  No 14 

opposed.  Are there any abstentions?  None.   15 

    So it looks like we've had a couple of 16 

more people join the meeting.  So I just want to make 17 

sure we get them present.  So looks like Colonel 18 

Paris, you're now on, as well as Brittney, Brittney 19 

Rodas as well.  Can you confirm that you're present, 20 

please? 21 

    ATTORNEY RODAS:  Yes, I'm present.  22 

I'll have my camera on in just a moment.   23 

    SECRETARY BOGEN:  Great.  Colonel 24 

Paris, you're on as well?  Oh, there he is.  Good 25 
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morning, Colonel Paris.  I see you.  All set.  All 1 

right.  So we'll update the presence for those two 2 

members.  Wonderful.  Now, we definitely have a 3 

quorum.  We had a quorum before, but now we have even 4 

more.  Great.   5 

    So minutes from the April 16th, 2025 6 

are approved and minutes will be posted on the 7 

website soon.  The next agenda item is the Bureau of 8 

Medical Marijuana Program update.  So I'm going to 9 

turn things over to Diane Brannon-Nordtomme to -- 10 

Nordtomme.  Sorry.  I always get that --- to come.  11 

the Deputy Director for the Bureau of Medical 12 

Marijuana and she will provide today's program 13 

updates.  Thank you, Diane, for being here with us.   14 

    MS. BRANNON-NORDTOMME:  Thank you, Dr. 15 

Bogen, and good morning, everyone.  Next slide, 16 

please, and the next slide.  Our first program update 17 

is about serious medical conditions for research, 18 

also known as SMCRs.  Recently, the first two serious 19 

medical conditions for research were approved.  These 20 

conditions are traumatic brain injury with chronic 21 

symptoms and type two diabetes mellitus.  General 22 

guidance for our Academic Clinical Research Centers, 23 

also known as ACRCs is available on our website at 24 

the Clinical Research Chapter 20 page.  As this is a 25 
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new process for our Bureau, it is currently 1 

developing enrollment forms, system changes and 2 

training documentation so our ACRCs can apply to use 3 

these new SMCRs.  The goal is for the new SMCRs to be 4 

available to our ACRCs before the September 2025 5 

research summit.   6 

    Next slide, please.  Next, is our 7 

active - inactive practitioner outreach.  The purpose 8 

of this outreach is to identify non-active 9 

practitioners, true-up the reported number of active 10 

practitioners in our program, and to amend the 11 

published list of available active certified 12 

practitioners for the public.  BMM has established a 13 

process to routinely contact inactive practitioners 14 

who have not issued certifications in over 12 months 15 

to confirm their desired program status.  16 

Practitioners can opt to either disable their account 17 

or to continue to remain active with the program.   18 

    In June of this year, the 19 

communication was sent to more than 550 certifying 20 

practitioners.  As responses are received, it should 21 

be noted that the disabling of accounts will 22 

obviously increase the number of practitioners 23 

listed.  But these are inactive practitioners who are 24 

not issuing certifications.  So the true decline in 25 
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the number - it's not a true decline of the number of 1 

active practitioners in our program.  By clearing up 2 

this list, it will decrease patients wasting time and 3 

reaching out to non-participating practitioners who 4 

still are on the public list.   5 

    Next slide.  On to Program Metrics.  6 

As of June 1st, 2025, the program had 441,530 active 7 

patient certifications.  We have 1,053,992 program to 8 

date patient registrations.  There are 1,905 approved 9 

practitioners, which is an increase of 8 since our 10 

last report.  We have $1,302,888 given out in MMET 11 

Phase 3 financial benefits, which is an additional 12 

$128,764,000 since last reported.  The program has 32 13 

operational GP's.  And there are 193 operational 14 

dispensary locations, which is an addition of 6.   15 

    Next slide.  This bar graph shows the 16 

continued increase in sales month over month from 17 

January 2020 through June 1st of 2025.  Continuing 18 

the trend, the program has had increases from the 19 

same months in prior years.  20 

    Next slide.  The last slide shows the 21 

dry leaf retail and wholesale pricing details from 22 

January 2021 through May 2025.  The retail price per 23 

gram averaged at $7.65 down from a high of $14.90 in 24 

January 2021.  The wholesale price per gram averaged 25 
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lower at $2.94 down from a high of $10.65, also 1 

January of 2021.  Thank you as always for your 2 

interest and attention to our program.   3 

    SECRETARY BOGEN:  Before you leave, 4 

let me just make sure.  Do any members of the Board 5 

have any questions for Diane regarding her 6 

presentation?   7 

    DR. KAMBIC:  Yeah, Dr. - yes, Dr. 8 

Kambic.  Just a point of clarification.  The 1,900 9 

active certifiers, does that include the 550 or is 10 

that after the 550 has been - have been settled or 11 

what?   12 

    MS. BRANNON-NORDTOMME:  To my 13 

knowledge, it includes the 550 that we have reached 14 

out to.   15 

    DR. KAMBIC:  Thank you. 16 

    MS. BRANNON-NORDTOMME:  Uh-huh. 17 

    MR. EATON:  Matthew Eaton, quick 18 

question.  Do we anticipate the program metrics as 19 

far as retail price per gram and wholesale price per 20 

gram to continue its current trend?  Do we have any 21 

knowledge on that at all?   22 

    SECRETARY BOGEN:  Yeah.  He asked if 23 

we have any information about the trend in the 24 

pricing.   25 
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    MS. BRANNON-NORDTOMME:  I do not have 1 

additional information at this time, but I can report 2 

back to the Board as needed. 3 

    MR. EATON:  Okay, thank you.   4 

    MS. BRANNON-NORDTOMME:  Uh-huh. 5 

    SECRETARY BOGEN:  Any other questions 6 

on the Board?  All right.  Thank you so much, Diane. 7 

    We will now move on to old business.  8 

As discussed in previous meetings, each subcommittee 9 

chair will provide an update at each Board meeting 10 

regarding the activities since the previous meeting. 11 

 So let's start with the Medical Review Subcommittee 12 

chaired by Dr. Shahoud.   13 

    DR. SHAHOUD:  Hi, good morning.  The 14 

Medical Review Subcommittee was in receipt of an 15 

application requesting to add a condition to the 16 

serious medical list and we are reviewing the 17 

materials to make a recommendation.  We plan to 18 

convene over the next few weeks to discuss and we 19 

should make recommendation at a future MMAB meeting. 20 

Thank you.   21 

    SECRETARY BOGEN:  Thank you, Dr. 22 

Shahoud.  Any discussion from the Board members or 23 

questions?   24 

    Hearing no questions, we'll move on to 25 
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the Patient and Caregiver Subcommittee chaired by 1 

Diana Briggs.   2 

    MS. BRIGGS:  Good morning.  The 3 

Patient Caregiver Subcommittee met last month where 4 

we discussed current Board information.  We also 5 

shared what other subcommittees were working on and 6 

bringing us up-to-date on new votes that may be 7 

happening.  And we appreciate the continued growth of 8 

our program.  Thank you.   9 

    SECRETARY BOGEN:  Thank you, Diana.  10 

Any questions or comments from the Board members or 11 

discussion?   12 

    Hearing none, let's move on to the 13 

Regulatory Subcommittee, which is just chaired by Dr. 14 

Roussel.  But I believe Dr. Roussel is not on the 15 

call today.  So Matthew Eaton, can you provide any 16 

updates, please?   17 

    MR. EATON:  Yes.  Thank you.  I'd like 18 

to provide an update.  The Regulatory Review 19 

Subcommittee did meet to discuss the ongoing updates 20 

to our report regarding protections for healthcare 21 

facilities and professions.  Updates were made to 22 

provide clarity and plain language to our report.  I 23 

believe the Board members were given this report as 24 

well.  At this time, the Subcommittee would ask that 25 
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the Board members please review the report and 1 

provide any edits, concerns or anything that they 2 

would like to provide us as we would like to bring 3 

this report to a vote at a future Board meeting.  4 

Happy to take any questions at this time regarding 5 

that report.  However, most things I would have to 6 

defer to Dr. Roussel on.  Thank you. 7 

    SECRETARY BOGEN:  Thank you, Mr. 8 

Eaton.  Any questions or comments or discussion from 9 

the Board?   10 

    MS. BRIGGS:  I do have a personal note 11 

I'd like to share.   12 

    SECRETARY BOGEN:  Sure, go ahead.   13 

    MS. BRIGGS:  I reached - I reached out 14 

to Christine on the report.  I just wanted to kind of 15 

share some information why this report is so 16 

important.  I shared with Matthew as well.  My son 17 

was recently inpatient for the first time in 14 18 

years, which thankfully, 14 years.  We brought all of 19 

our medical marijuana material with us; my letter 20 

from the Department of Health making him a legal 21 

patient, our receipt from the dispensary that has my 22 

name as his caregiver and his name as the patient, 23 

along with an unopened bottle of his tincture that he 24 

uses.  Unfortunately, in the ICU, we were met with 25 
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some controversy.  In fact, Pharmacy demanded that 1 

Ryan's medication be confiscated.  As you can 2 

imagine, we didn't allow that to happen and we did 3 

some educating and advocating on his behalf.  But 4 

sadly, after seven years of this program being 5 

implemented, we had to go to a do not ask, do not 6 

tell method.  The doctors knew it was on his record 7 

and has been since 2016, but sadly, the nurses 8 

weren't allowed in our room.  We had to secretly 9 

administer, which anybody who knows this program 10 

knows that medication.  You can smell it.  So, you 11 

know, it kind of made us feel almost illegal.  And as 12 

someone who advocated for this program, it was 13 

extremely frustrating to see how little has changed 14 

in such a long period of time.   15 

    So consecutive stays, we started with 16 

that conversation and Ryan has been in multiple times 17 

since then.  And each conversation started with the 18 

legality of him having it and really that nobody was 19 

allowed to confiscate it because technically, under 20 

our law, that's illegal for anybody else to have his 21 

medication but me.  So, yeah, lots that came up that 22 

really needs to be, you know, addressed.  And I 23 

appreciate the - the Regulatory Review Subcommittee 24 

working diligently on this matter.   25 
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    SECRETARY BOGEN:  Thank you, Diana, 1 

for sharing that story and the challenges that I'm 2 

sure you're facing, many other patients are also 3 

facing, so.  And I thank the Subcommittee for doing 4 

the hard work of really digging through the issues 5 

and coming forward with some recommendations.  I look 6 

forward to seeing them.   7 

    Any other comments or thoughts before 8 

we move on to our last subcommittee?  9 

    MR. EATON:  Just real briefly, Dr. 10 

Bogen.  I would like to just build on what Diana 11 

said.  Again, as she said, there's still a lot of 12 

confusion going on right now when it comes to 13 

healthcare facilities and healthcare professionals on 14 

how to handle some of these issues that Diana 15 

encountered.  So again, this report is to try to help 16 

clarify things, try to bring to light what's going 17 

on, and try to, again, offer protections within what 18 

we can do within the law, but at least provide 19 

clarity so that we can try to limit some of the 20 

confusion.  Thank you.   21 

    SECRETARY BOGEN:  Thank you and thanks 22 

for your work on the Committee.   23 

    Any other comments before I go to our 24 

last subcommittee report?  25 
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    Okay.  Hearing none, our last 1 

subcommittee report is from the Medical Research 2 

Subcommittee chaired by Bhavini Patel.  Thank you, 3 

Bhavini, for being with us and chairing the 4 

Committee.  I'll turn it to you.   5 

    MS. PATEL:  Thank you, Dr. Bogen.  So 6 

our subcommittee has made significant progress in its 7 

analysis of the questions raised at the November 8 

meeting.  And we've actually met a few times between 9 

our last meeting and today's meeting.  And we're 10 

working through the amended report which we fully 11 

anticipate presenting at the September 2025 meeting. 12 

 You know, we really do appreciate the patience as we 13 

navigate this process and kind of work through the 14 

questions and make sure that we present something 15 

that's comprehensive.   16 

    SECRETARY BOGEN:  Thank you, Bhavini. 17 

 I'm going to open it up for any Board members or any 18 

questions or discussion.   19 

    Okay.  Hearing none, I appreciate the 20 

continued efforts of the Medical Research 21 

Subcommittee to provide a comprehensive amended 22 

report for this research initiative.  I look forward 23 

to receiving the amended report by the next Medical 24 

Marijuana Advisory Board meeting in September.  Thank 25 
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you to all the subcommittees for their work and their 1 

updates.   2 

    Next is new business.  Are there any 3 

discussions or questions from the Board?  Quiet Board 4 

today. 5 

    Hearing none, then next is the 6 

additional discussion.  Any questions?  Anything 7 

else?  Otherwise, we're going to move on.  I think 8 

everyone's too hot to answer today unless you're in 9 

air conditioning.   10 

    Hearing no more discussion or any more 11 

questions, I want to thank everyone for your 12 

participation and for joining the Board meeting 13 

today.  I look forward to seeing you at our next 14 

scheduled Board meeting scheduled for September 17th, 15 

2025.  May I have a motion to adjourn the meeting? 16 

    MR. EATON:  Matthew Eaton.  I'll make 17 

the motion.   18 

    SECRETARY BOGEN:  Thank you.  Second, 19 

please.   20 

    DR. SHAHOUD:  Second. 21 

    DR. KAMBIC:  Second. 22 

    SECRETARY BOGEN:  Lots of people 23 

seconding.  All in favor say aye.   24 

ALL AYES RESPOND 25 
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    SECRETARY BOGEN:  Any opposed to 1 

ending the meeting?   2 

    All right.  The meeting is officially 3 

adjourned.  Thank you all.  Stay cool. 4 

* * * * * * * * 5 

MEETING CONCLUDED AT 10:51 A.M. 6 

* * * * * * * * 7 
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