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Bureau-Wide News
 BOI Measles Clinic 

The Bureau of Immunizations (BOI) and Bureau of 
Community Health Systems (BCHS) collaborated on a 
measles clinic in Lebanon on Tuesday, May 5. Twenty-
six people received the MMR vaccine, helping to 
protect their communities from the current measles 
outbreak. A follow-up clinic was held on Tuesday, 
June 2.

Left to right: Peggy Glass, BOI; Denise Getgen, BCHS; 
Iuliia Eccleston, BCHS; Nicole Baselj, BCHS; Hayley 
Eager, BOI; Michele Juliano, BCHS; Jenny Behney, 
BCHS; Nellie Tran-McLaughlin, BOI; Audriana
Quezada, BCHS; Diana Kint, BOI; and Dr. Jennifer 
Wallace, Bureau of Epidemiology. 

 Vaccines for Children (VFC) Provider Spotlight 
Dauphin County State Health Center (SHC) staff are recognized for their exemplary customer service. 
When a patient with Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) and his family showed up for an 
immunization appointment, the SHC staff correctly determined the patient was ineligible to receive a VFC 
vaccine and would need to go to another clinic to receive the vaccine. They kindly and patiently 
explained the situation to the family and clarified that CHIP is not considered Medical Assistance. They 
effectively deescalated the family’s frustration by letting them know they could receive the vaccine at a 
pharmacy and by printing the patient’s vaccine record to make it easier for the family to show the 
pharmacy what vaccine the patient needed. In these ways, the SHC staff helped to ensure a vaccine 
opportunity was not missed and the patient and family still received the help they needed.
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Perinatal Hepatitis B Program 

Perinatal Hepatitis B Triple Panel Guidance Updates 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) Hepatitis B Triple Panel (Triple Panel) 
recommendations were originally released in 2023 and were adopted by OB/GYNs. The Triple Panel includes 
hepatitis B (hep B) surface antigen (HBsAg), hep B surface antibody (anti-HBs), and total hep B core antibody 
(anti-HBc). Triple Panels are recommended once in a lifetime, but the majority of PA OB/GYNs complete them 
for every pregnancy. As a result of these guidelines, PA had more than 1,700 positive anti-HBc labs this past 
year which show lifetime hep B history. This created significant additional follow-up for females aged 12-50 
regarding pregnancy status. New Triple Panel guidelines were released to PA DOH staff in March 2026 and to 
OB/GYN providers via the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG) in May 2026. 

New PA DOH guidelines state that any isolated anti-HBc lab for females aged 12-50 no longer 
needs pregnancy status checked, unless hep B history is found in NEDSS.

For more information about the new guidelines, 
see Guidelines for Medical Care Providers.

If District/State Health Centers or County Municipal 
Health Departments are notified of any test 
indicative of current hep B infection, these steps 
are to be followed: Guidelines for DOs, SHCs,
CMHDs.

Vaccines for Children (VFC) Program 

2026 VFC Reenrollment 
The 2026 Reenrollment period closed on May 31, 2026. All VFC providers 
who enrolled before January 1, 2026, were required to submit their 
completed 2026 VFC Reenrollment template in PIERS by May 31, 2026.
If you need to make any updates to your clinic staff or your storage 
units, those requests must be reviewed and approved by BOI staff, 
which can take up to three days. Those changes will not appear in your 
2026 VFC Reenrollment template until they are approved.
You can check the status of your 2026 VFC Reenrollment Template in 
PIERS any time you want. Please follow the instructions in the Checking 
the Status of Your Template section of the 2026 VFC Reenrollment Guide 
to check your status. The 2026 VFC Reenrollment Guide can be found on 
the PIERS homepage, the PA VFC webpage, and in the Enrollment Guide 
section of your 2026 VFC Reenrollment template in PIERS.

Provider Identification 
Number (PIN)
Please include your PIN in all
correspondence and documents
sent to the VFC Program.
The PIN assigned to your site is
a unique identifier and must be
used for all communications. 
This includes using your PIN on
voicemails and emails as well.
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VFC Program, Continued 

New VFC Provider Enrollment 
New providers are welcome to join the 
program anytime; enrollment is always open. 
Providers must apply online to become a 
new VFC Program Provider. Please visit the 
VFC webpage, the Provider Enrollment 
section, to review the program 
requirements, policies, enrollment process, 
and apply online.

Flu Prebook 

The 2026-2027 flu prebook opened in PIERS on June 1, 2026, and will close on Friday, July 17, 2026.
Providers will not be able to access or submit flu prebook orders in PIERS after July 17, 2026. BOI staff do not 
have the ability to submit a late prebook order on behalf of providers. Anyone who misses the deadline will have 
to wait until flu vaccines are made available for additional provider orders in October 2026, or earlier if possible.
Notify the PA VFC resource account RA-pavfc@pa.gov immediately if you discovered a mistake was made on your 
flu prebook submission.
A Quick Reference Sheet titled QRS – Flu Prebook that provides guidance on filling out and submitting the flu 
prebook order is available in PIERS under Reports in PA WEBIZ Forms and Resources. Providers will receive a 
notification in PIERS when 2026-2027 Flu Prebook is open. PIERS will also send periodic, automated reminders to 
providers who have not submitted their flu prebook order. Only one flu prebook order is needed per clinic.
Distribution of the influenza vaccine will most likely begin in September 2026, or earlier if possible. As with every 
influenza season, orders will be completed based on the supply of vaccine available. Providers who have
prebooked large quantities of flu vaccine can expect to receive partial fulfillments of their prebook order until their 
full order has been filled.
To prepare for the upcoming flu prebook, please review the products that will be available for ordering as well as 
your organization’s formulary. Please order only the vaccines on your formulary and in your EMR.
VFC Pediatric Flu Vaccine:
• FluMist, NDC: 66019-0113-10, .2mL single dose sprayer – 10 pack, Ages: 2-49 years
• FluLaval, NDC: 19515-0822-52, .5mL single dose SYR – 10 pack, Ages: 6 months +
• Fluzone, NDC: 49281-0426-50, .5mL single dose SYR – 10 pack, Ages: 6 months +
• Flucelvax, NDC: 70461-0656-03, .5mL single dose SYR – 10 pack, Ages: 6 months +

Adult Flu Vaccine (available to order only for providers approved to use 317 funding):
• Fluarix, NDC: 58160-0725-52, .5mL single dose SYR – 10 pack, Ages: 6 months +
• Fluad, NDC: 70461-0026-03, .5mL single dose SYR – 10 pack, Ages: 65 years +

To ensure that providers can obtain an adequate amount of vaccine, please indicate the number of doses you
anticipate needing through September 2026. We expect flu ordering to be available in PIERS in October 2026 for
additional orders, or sooner if possible.
Please note that although VFC pediatric Fluad is not available to prebook, it will be made available for VFC ordering
in October 2026, or sooner if possible. VFC Fluad is only for VFC-eligible 18-year-old solid organ transplant
recipients on immunosuppressive drug regimens. Providers must include a comment with their order for VFC Fluad
that confirms understanding of this highly specialized population.
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VFC Program, Continued 

Return Shipping Labels 
The process regarding Vaccine Returns in PIERS was
recently changed. All email notifications and return
shipping labels will be sent to the person identified
as the ‘Main Contact/Shipping Contact’ in PIERS,
regardless of who entered the Vaccine Return. As a
reminder, only the primary vaccine coordinator can
have this designation. 
If staff other than the primary vaccine coordinator
need to receive email notifications and return 
shipping labels, clinics are encouraged to establish
their own procedure for the primary coordinator to
forward communications to the appropriate staff.
Alternatively, the email address for the primary
vaccine coordinator in PIERS could be a resource 
account email that all necessary staff can access. 

Unused COVID-19 Vaccine 

All 2025-2026 COVID-19 vaccines offered through 
the PA Immunization Program are returnable. Any 
unused doses should be returned by entering a 
Vaccine Return in PIERS.
If the vaccine expiration date in PIERS has passed, 
the vaccine return should be entered by selecting
‘EXPIRED VACCINE’ as your return reason.
If the vaccine expiration date in PIERS has not 
passed but the vaccine is no longer usable, select 
‘OTHER’ as your Return Reason and enter a brief 
explanation in the Clinic Comments box of the 
Vaccine Return.

Polio Expiration Dates 

The Immunization Program distributes the Polio
vaccine (IPOL) in 10-dose vials (multi-dose vials).
Multi-dose vials must be used until the expiration
date printed on the vial, unless the vaccine is 
contaminated or there is a Beyond Use Date noted in
the package insert.
To prevent waste, it is required that VFC providers
fully use open vials of the Polio vaccine. VFC
providers who also carry private vaccine are
expected to follow the PA Immunization Program
policy on VFC vaccines, regardless of any internal
policies on privately purchased vaccine.

Vaccine Loss Prevention 

Expired vaccine is a leading cause of vaccine loss. To 
prevent this type of loss, providers are strongly 
encouraged to review their patient population 
numbers regularly and keep records up to date. 
Providers can also review their order history, doses 
administered, and returns to help understand their 
vaccine demand and align vaccine ordering 
accordingly.
There are several reports available in PIERS to help 
providers review this information:
• VFC Category Patient Count Report shows
number of patients by age category and insurance
status.
• Vaccine Order History Details report shows
the vaccines and number of doses in past orders.
• Doses Administered report shows the number
of doses by vaccine and age category your clinic has
reported.
• Vaccine Return Status report shows the
number of expired doses in past returns.
Providers can also request technical assistance at any 
time to help improve vaccine ordering. Providers can 
schedule an education visit with the immunizations 
nurse who conducts their site visits. PIERS Training 
Workshops are consistently available, and details can 
be found on the PIERS homepage. Questions can 
also be directed to the VFC resource account RA-
pavfc@pa.gov.
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Pennsylvania Immunization Electronic Registry System 
(PIERS) News 

 Electronic User Agreement 
We are pleased to announce that PIERS is implementing a new process to streamline and enhance user 
access. We’ve recently changed the format of the PIERS User Agreement from a Word document to an 
electronic form.
The link to the electronic PIERS User Agreement will be sent in the Business Partner approval 
email with instructions to click on the link to complete it. We will no longer be sending a separate 
email with the PIERS User Agreement Word document.
Please note that access to PIERS will only be granted after both steps — business partner registration and 
completion of the PIERS user agreement — are completed and approved.
The electronic user agreement can also be used for updates to existing PIERS user profiles (e.g., adding/
removing clinics).
We will accept the Word document version of the PIERS User Agreement until June 30, 2026. 
After that, we will only be accepting the electronic user agreement.
We appreciate your cooperation as we work to improve your experience with PIERS. If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to reach out ra-dhpiersuseracct@pa.gov.
Note: We have also created a CWOPA PIERS User Agreement, which is now a separate form.

PIERS July 2026 Workshops 
To search for the PIERS workshops from the TRAIN PA homepage:

• Click Courses under Search.
• Type PIERS in the search field and click the magnifying glass or press Enter on your keyboard.
• Click on the name of the workshop you want to attend. Click Register for the date you’d like to attend.

Bureau of Immunizations 
Room 1026 | Health & Human Services Building 
625 Forster Street Harrisburg, PA 17120-0701 

5

mblouse
Rectangle

mailto:ra-dhpiersuseracct@pa.gov
mblouse
Rectangle

mailto:ra-dhpiersuseracct@pa.gov
https://www.train.org/pa/
mblouse
Line



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
   

 

 
  

  
 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 

 
  

 

  
 

 
   

  
 

Pennsylvania Immunization Program Newsletter Spring 2026

Educational Opportunities and Provider Resources 

VFC Program New Provider Enrollment Training 
Webinars 
Webinars are held on the third Thursday of each month 
from 12:00-1:30 PM to introduce new providers to the 
VFC Program. These new provider enrollment webinars 
give new and existing VFC providers an opportunity to 
learn more about the program and ask questions.

Date: Thursday, July 16, 2026
Time: 12:00 – 1:30 PM 
Registration Link to Sign Up:
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/ 
4086907162284421973

Date: Thursday, August 20, 2026
Time: 12:00 – 1:30 PM 
Registration Link to Sign Up: 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/ 
538521455683868508

Date: Thursday, September 17, 2026
Time: 12:00 – 1:30 PM 
Registration Link to Sign Up: 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/ 
1174109545282581339

Pennsylvania Immunization Conference (PIC) 2026 

PIC 2026 was held on Thursday, June 18, in Hershey. 
Details about presenters and awardees will be featured in 
the next edition of this newsletter. Stay tuned to hear how 
it went!

Noteworthy Articles on Vaccine
Preventable Diseases 

There Is No Ebola Vaccine for This 
Outbreak and Won’t Be One Soon. Here’s 
Why. | Washington Post
"Unvaccinated Under God" and Risking 
Infection: A Timely New Book Considers 
U.S. Vaccine History as Religious Expression 
| Psychology Today
RSV: The Middle Child of Respiratory 
Season Who Deserves More Attention | 
CIDRAP
Head and Neck Cancers Are on the Rise. 
Here’s How to Reduce Your Risk. | 
Washington Post

Recent Adult Immunizations Related 
Research Articles 

High-Dose vs Standard-Dose Influenza 
Vaccines in Older Adults: A Meta-Analysis |
Infectious Diseases | JAMA
HPV Vaccine Lowers Related Cancer Risk in 
Younger Males | Vaccination | JAMA
Influenza Vaccination Coverage Among 
Nursing Home Residents and Health Care 
Personnel — United States, 2024–25 
Influenza Season | MMWR
Interim Estimates of 2025–26 Seasonal 
Influenza Vaccine Effectiveness — United 
States, September 2025–February 2026 |
MMWR
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Educational Opportunities and Provider Resources, Continued 

  PA DOH Resources on Measles 

Measles Recommendations for Colleges and Universities | 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

PA DOH Resources for Travelers 

Travelers Health | Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
 Resources to Improve Vaccine Confidence 

 Vaccine Confident | American Pharmacists Association 
 Building Vaccine Confidence | Vaccinate Your Family University
Other Resources 
Co-administration of Vaccines | NAIIS
Tip Sheet on New Adult Vaccine Recommendations and 
Implementation Resources | NAIIS 
Vaccine Planning | NAIIS

Contact Us
For general concerns and questions, please call our main line at 888-646-6864.
Vaccines for Children (VFC)

Email: ra-paVFC@pa.gov
Adolescent & Adult Vaccines

Email: ra-dhimmunize@pa.gov
Mpox Vaccine

Email: ra-dhmpox_vax@pa.gov
PIERS

General inquiries :
Email: ra-dhpierssupport@pa.gov 

PIERS account and login issues: 
Email: ra-dhpiersuseracct@pa.gov
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