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Bureau-Wide News
Vaccine Production Tour 
The Bureau of Immunizations (BOI) was invited to tour 
the Glaxosmithkline (GSK) vaccine packaging facility in 
Marietta. The site was on the grounds of the former 
historic Lancaster County Vaccine Farm, known for its 
production of smallpox vaccine in the late 19th and early 
20th centuries. Acquired by GSK in 2009, the site now 
handles flu, meningitis, RSV, and zoster vaccines. 
Company representatives led BOI staff through the 
automated production lines, demonstrating the measures 
taken to guarantee the quality of every single vaccine-
filled syringe.

BOI staff prepare to enter the production site. Left to right: 
Dr. Arlene Seid, Shari Minnier, Madeleine Blouse, Hayley 
Eager, Julie Miedlar, Dave Mattiko, and Rick Schroder. 

Pennsylvania's Association of Immunization Managers (AIM) Immunization
Champion 
We are honored to celebrate Ann Perkins, RN, BSN, CSN, lead nurse at William Penn High
School in York as our 2025 AIM Immunization Champion. Ann has worked through barriers 
and challenges, navigated administrative and legal hurdles, and increased vaccinations.
Combining efforts with the newly established York Welcome Center, which was endorsed
by the Pa. Secretary of Education, Ann has decreased the length of time for new students
to start school from 3-5 months to less than 3 weeks.
Ann’s work has allowed for a huge number of “catch-ups” for vaccines and health care to
8,000 students within York City, including over 1,900 new students, many of whom were
significantly behind. Because of this connection, 344 additional families were supported.
Ann has also been instrumental in establishing a Federally Qualified Health Center clinic,
which opened its doors inside the High School in which actual provider visits and
vaccinations take place.
Ann Perkins is loved and respected by her faculty, administration, students, and many
collaborating agencies and partners throughout York City for her dedication and innovation
to increase immunizations.
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Pennsylvania Immunization Program Newsletter September - October 2025 

Perinatal Hepatitis B Program 

Perinatal Hepatitis B Refusals 
With the current ACIP discussion around birth dose of hepatitis B, PA DOH wanted to address concerns 
regarding pregnant women who test positive for hepatitis B and possible refusals of infant prophylactic 
treatment (hepatitis B vaccine and hepatitis B immunoglobulin) at birth. The 75 Pennsylvania birthing 
hospitals do an outstanding job of checking hepatitis B status for every pregnant woman that comes in for 
delivery. If unknown, a HBsAg lab is done stat and appropriate measures are followed per Guidelines for 
Medical Care Providers. PA DOH Perinatal Hepatitis B Guidelines and documents can be found at Perinatal 
Hepatitis B Program.
PA DOH and Philadelphia Department of Public Health (PDPH) are starting to see confirmed hepatitis B 
mothers refuse infant prophylactic treatment (hep B vaccine series, HBIG, and serology). This may result in 
dire outcomes to the infant later in life, to include early death, as described by CDC.

It is important that every birthing hospital and children’s hospital has a policy in place to anticipate hepatitis B 
mothers refusing infant treatment. Recommended steps to take if hepatitis B mothers or parents refuse infant 
hepatitis B vaccine and/or HBIG: 
1. Educate parents to include above CDC statistics and that infant prophylactic treatment (hep B vaccine 

series, HBIG, and serology) can be lifesaving. This is not “just” a vaccine. There is no cure for hepatitis B, it 
is highly contagious, and is spread through: sexual contact, pregnancy and childbirth, sharing needles, 
blood, body fluids, and sharing personal items such as fingernail clippers, toothbrushes, or razors.

a. The majority of hepatitis B infected pregnant women have chronic (lifelong) hepatitis B contracted at 
birth, and are foreign born (almost 90%), asymptomatic, and do not understand the infection. While they 
are highly contagious, especially to household members, hepatitis B infection will likely not affect them 
until later in life when they are done having children.

2. Consult your legal department for guidance if parents still refuse infant prophylactic treatment after 
education. Ideally, a policy should be in place prior to any refusals.

3. If hepatitis B parents refuse infant treatment, notify PA DOH or PDPH at time of delivery (before 
discharge) via phone call and fill out this form.

a. Mothers that live in the Pennsylvania jurisdiction: Shari Minnier, 717-547-3455, shminnier@pa.gov or your 
local health department.

b. Mothers that live in the Philadelphia jurisdiction: Jennifer Malins, 215-218-2118, jennifer.malins@phila.gov.
This article discusses the universal infant hepatitis B birth dose initiated in 1991. With the current discussions 
regarding all vaccines, including birth dose of hepatitis B, please see the Governor’s September 22, 2025 press 
release and PA DOH’s updated general immunization guidance.
PA DOH’s Perinatal Hepatitis B brochures are available in English and Spanish under Immunization Materials 
and Resources on our website. Contact Jennifer Malins for Philadelphia-specific materials.
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Pennsylvania Immunization Program Newsletter September - October 2025 

Vaccines for Children (VFC) Program 

VFC New Provider Enrollment 
The VFC Program welcomes new providers to 
the program, enrollment is always open.
• To streamline the enrollment process, the
procedure is 100% online.
• Providers must apply online to become a new
VFC Program Provider.
• Please visit the VFC webpage, Provider
Enrollment section, to review the program
requirements, policies, enrollment process, and
apply online.

Provider Identification Number (PIN) On All
VFC Correspondence
As a reminder, please include your Provider 
Identification Number (PIN) on all correspondence 
and documents sent to the VFC Program. The PIN 
assigned to your site is a unique identifier and 
must be used for all communications including 
voicemails and emails.

Change to the Vaccine Return Process In
PIERS 
Previously, email notifications and return shipping 
labels were sent to the staff member who created 
the Vaccine Return in PIERS. Effective 
immediately, all email notifications and shipping 
labels will now be sent to the person identified as 
the ‘Main Contact/Shipping Contact’ in PIERS. As a 
reminder, only the primary vaccine coordinator can 
have this designation.
If staff other than the primary vaccine coordinator 
need to receive email notifications and return 
shipping labels, clinics are encouraged to establish 
their own procedure for the primary coordinator to 
forward communication to the appropriate staff. 
Alternatively, the email address for the primary 
vaccine coordinator in PIERS could be a resource 
account email that all necessary staff can access.

2025-2026 Flu Prebook 
All flu prebook orders have been fulfilled and all 
flu vaccines are now available in PIERS for routine 
provider ordering.

2025-2026 COVID-19 Vaccine Updates 
On August 27, 2025, the FDA authorized the 2025-2026 
COVID-19 vaccines. The Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices (ACIP) met on September 18 and 
19, 2025 and voted on recommendations for the vaccine. 
CDC has adopted the recommendations. The 2025-2026 
COVID-19 vaccines are now available for provider ordering 
in PIERS for VFC and 317.
PA DOH has published updated general immunization
guidance. For more information, please see the Governor’s 
September 22, 2025 press release. PA DOH has also 
updated the Immunizations webpage with Fall 2025 
COVID-19 vaccination recommendations and has released 
a COVID-19 Vaccine FAQs document.

The following vaccines are available in PIERS:
VFC COVID-19:

• Moderna Spikevax (6 months – 11 years), NDC:
80777-0113-80, 10 pack – 1 dose syringe;
• Moderna Spikevax (12+ years),
NDC: 80777-0112-96, 10 pack – 1 dose syringe;
• Sanofi Nuvaxovid (12+ years),
NDC: 80631-0207-10, 10 pack – 1 dose syringe;
• Pfizer Comirnaty (5 years – 11 years),
NDC: 00069-2501-10, 10 pack – 1 dose vial; and
• Pfizer Comirnaty (12+ years),
NDC: 00069-2528-10, 10 pack – 1 dose syringe.
317 COVID-19:
• Moderna Spikevax (12+ years),
NDC: 80777-0112-96, 10 pack – 1 dose syringe; and
• Sanofi Nuvaxovid (12+ years),
NDC: 80631-0207-10, 10 pack – 1 dose syringe.

Bureau of Immunizations 
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Pennsylvania Immunization Program Newsletter September - October 2025 

Vaccines for Children (VFC) Program, Continued 

Important Reminders 
• All PA VFC providers are not required to stock privately purchased COVID-19 vaccine for their non-VFC-eligible

patients.
• Private PA VFC providers are not required to stock VFC-funded COVID-19 vaccines for their VFC-eligible

patients. Those electing not to carry COVID-19 vaccines should be prepared to direct patients to a location that
does have it.

• Public PA VFC providers (CMHDs, FQHCs, SHCs, and RHCs) are required to stock VFC-funded COVID-19
vaccines for their VFC-eligible patients.

Vaccine Updates 
Two new VFC products, Enflonsia and Penmenvy are available to order within PIERS starting on October 2, 2025.
1. Merck’s RSV long-acting monoclonal antibody clesrovimab (brand name: Enflonsia). Two NDCs are available:

a. 00006-5073-01 (1-pack, pre-filled syringe).
b. 00006-5073-02 (10-pack, pre-filled syringe).

2. GSK’s Penmenvy (MCV4-MenB). The following NDC is available:
a. 58160-0757-15 (10-pack, single-dose vial).

Moderna has a new resource ordering portal, a centralized platform that provides access to approved educational 
materials. Through the portal, you will find a selection of approved materials available in one place:

• Resources offered in print or digital formats, depending on the asset
• Both branded (product-focused) and unbranded (disease education-focused) content.
• Materials created for both health care professionals and patients
• A streamlined ordering process to help reduce complexity
• Click here to see an example of the type of material you might find in the portal.

Please note that registration is required to access the Moderna resource ordering portal. This requirement is part of
the platform’s functionality. 

Bureau of Immunizations 
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Adolescents: Pennsylvania and National Key Vaccine Outcomes 

Highlights from the Latest National Immunization Survey–Teen (NIS-Teen) 
The health of adolescents is the foundation of tomorrow's stronger, healthier communities. Each year, the NIS-Teen
measures vaccine coverage among youth aged 13–17 across the United States. This article summarizes recent findings
for Pennsylvania and compares them to national trends—helping families, providers, and partners stay informed.

Adolescent Vaccine Progress in Pennsylvania: 2024 Snapshot 
Vaccine coverage remains robust. In 2024, Pennsylvania maintained high rates for core adolescent vaccines:

• Tdap (tetanus, diphtheria & pertussis): 92% • MMR (measles, mumps & rubella): 94% • HepA (hepatitis A): 86%

• MenACWY (meningococcal conjugate): 94% • VAR (varicella): 93%
Estimated vaccination coverage with selected vaccines and doses among adolescents aged 13-17 years, by
survey years, PA-Rest of the State, NIS-Teen, 2008-2024

National Immunization Survey–Teen, United States, 2020-2024

HPV vaccine details: The figures reflect coverage of 9-valent (9vHPV), quadrivalent (4vHPV), or bivalent (2vHPV) vaccines, accounting for both single-dose and completed-
series recommendations based on CDC guidelines.

Pennsylvania’s adolescent vaccination rates for Tdap and MenACWY have remained above 90% since 2012. HPV
vaccine coverage has improved steadily, with about 74% of teens getting at least one dose and around 61%
completing the recommended HPV series in 2024. The gap between males and females for HPV coverage has closed
over time, but completion rates still lag for first-dose uptake. Continued outreach is needed to help more teens finish
the HPV vaccine series and reach national goals.

Compared with the United States average in 2024, Pennsylvania teens were:
• about 4 percentage points lower for getting at least one HPV shot: (74% in Pa. vs. 78% in the U.S.); and
• about 2 points lower for completing the full series (61% in Pa. vs. 63% in the U.S.).
Across the country, HPV vaccination among teens is holding steady or improving. In Pennsylvania, there has been a 
small drop, especially among boys, showing the need to keep encouraging parents, schools, and providers to stay on
track with the HPV vaccine.

Bureau of Immunizations 
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Pennsylvania Immunization Program Newsletter September - October 2025 

Pennsylvania and National Key Vaccine Outcomes, Continued 

Trends, Challenges & Key Messages 

• Steady Coverage for Most Vaccines:
Pennsylvania and the country continue to maintain
high coverage for key adolescent vaccines like
Tdap, MenACWY, MMR, VAR, and HepA.
• HPV Coverage Plateaus: Both statewide
and nationally, HPV vaccination rates remain below
the Healthy People 2030 goal of 80% series
completion (CDC, n.d.).
• Gender Differences: Females typically have
slightly higher HPV coverage than males—both for
initiation and completion.
• Closing the Gap: Continued efforts are
needed to boost Pennsylvania’s first-dose coverage
and sustain improvements for HPV series
completion.

Recommendations for Providers, Public
Health Partners, & Families 
• Engage Families and Adolescents: Open
conversation about the safety and benefits of all
vaccines, especially HPV, helps dispel myths and
increases uptake.
• Catch-up Opportunities: Providers should
check immunization records and encourage
completion of vaccine series—both HPV and
others.
• Collaborative Efforts: Schools, local health
departments, and community organizations can
play key roles in raising awareness, hosting clinics,
and sharing educational resources.
• Tracking Progress: Ongoing attention to
annual trends helps everyone focus outreach and
improvement efforts where they are most needed.

Understanding HPV UTD
HPV UTD means an adolescent received at least three doses, 
or two doses if the first was before age 15 and at least five 
months elapsed between doses (CDC, 2025). This update 
allows for flexible schedules while maintaining strong 
protection.
Why HPV Vaccination Matters
HPV is a leading cause of cervical and some other cancers. 
Completing the HPV vaccine series is proven to prevent 
these diseases and save lives. Raising vaccination rates 
benefits everyone.

Final Takeaway
Pennsylvania’s vaccine coverage story is positive, with most 
adolescent vaccines exceeding 90% coverage. HPV vaccine 
rates, while respectable, highlight opportunities for 
improvement statewide and nationally. Every dose matters to 
protect teens now—and into their futures. Let’s work 
together for a healthier generation!
Governor Shapiro’s recent Executive Order 2025-02 
safeguards Pennsylvanians’ access to all routine and essential 
vaccines, regardless of changing federal policies. The order 
ensures continued coverage through Medicaid and private 
insurance, while establishing a statewide vaccine education 
workgroup to promote trust and combat misinformation.
PA DOH urges all residents to follow the latest immunization 
recommendations from trusted medical organizations 
including AAP, AAFP, and ACOG. Staying up to date with 
these evidence-based schedules helps protect individuals and 
communities from serious vaccine-preventable diseases, 
including those affecting children, pregnant women, and 
adults of all ages.

REFERENCES 1. Pingali, C., Yankey, D., Elam-Evans, L. D., et al. (2025). Vaccination coverage among adolescents aged 13–17 years—National Immunization Survey-Teen, United
States, 2024. Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report, 74(30), 470–477. CDC. 

2. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2025, September 22). HPV vaccination recommendations.
3. Office of Disease Prevention and Health Promotion. (n.d.). Increase the proportion of adolescents who receive recommended doses of the HPV vaccine (IID 08).

Healthy People 2030. US DHHS.
4. CDC. (2025). 2024 National Immunization Survey–Teen (NIS-Teen) Vaccination Coverage Estimates, 2020–2024. Embargoed awardee dataset distributed to

Immunization Program Managers, August 2025.
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Upcoming Educational Opportunities and Conferences 

Protecting Mother and Baby: The Importance of
Vaccines During Teen Pregnancy 

PA DOH invites you to join us for an engaging and 
informative presentation. This session will provide an 
opportunity to review key updates, share insights, and 
continue collaborative discussions on current program 
priorities.

Date: December 17, 2025
Time: 2:00 - 3:00 PM 
Platform: Microsoft 
Teams
Email to Register: 
jtorresdel@pa.gov

Why Attend? 

Learn how vaccines safeguard both pregnant teens and their 
babies, bust common myths, and discover how health care 
providers can promote vaccine confidence.
This session will explore:
• The critical role of vaccination for pregnant teens in

safeguarding both mother and child.
• How vaccines protect against preventable diseases like flu,

whooping cough, and more.
• Addressing myths and concerns surrounding vaccination

during pregnancy.
• The role of health care providers in promoting vaccine

confidence.
Do not miss this opportunity to expand your knowledge and 
equip yourself with strategies to promote vaccination in 
pregnant teens. Please reach out to Jennifer M. Torres Del 
Valle, PhD, MPH, MA, Public Health Program Administrator at 
the Division of Vaccine Operations and Provider Services, BOI 
to register.

VFC Program New Provider
Enrollment Training Webinars 

Webinars are held on the third Thursday
of each month to introduce new providers
to the VFC Program. These new provider
enrollment webinars give new and existing
VFC Providers an opportunity to learn
more about the program and ask
questions.

Date: November 20, 2025
Time: 12:00 – 1:00 PM 
Registration Link to Sign Up: https://
attendee.gotowebinar.com/
register/2382614653906148957

Date: December 18, 2025
Time: 12:00 – 1:00 PM 
Registration Link to Sign Up: https://
attendee.gotowebinar.com/
register/1809061010346571613

Save the Date: PIC 2026 

Date: Thursday, June 18, 2026
Time: 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM
BOI will host the 2026 Pennsylvania 
Immunization Conference (PIC 2026) on 
June 18 at the Hershey Lodge.
For more information, questions, and 
interest in serving as a PIC 2026 
Conference Exhibitor, please visit the 2026 
Pennsylvania Immunization Conference.

Respiratory Virus Season Education 
Tip Sheet for Providers on US Adult Vaccines and Tools to Help Adults Catch up on Needed Vaccines | NAIIS
Shared Clinical Decision Making Guide on Respiratory Vaccines For Clinicians | Common Health Coalition
2025 Guidelines on the Use of Vaccines for the Prevention of Seasonal COVID-19, Influenza, and RSV Infections in 
Immunocompromised Patients | Infectious Disease Society of America
On-Site Vaccine Clinics for Employers | Pennsylvania Pharmacists Care Network
Interim Effectiveness Estimates of 2025 Southern Hemisphere Influenza Vaccines in Preventing Influenza-Associated 
Outpatient and Hospitalized Illness — Eight Southern Hemisphere Countries, March–September 2025 | MMWR

Bureau of Immunizations 
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Vaccine Promotion and Education Resources 

Immunization Education and Vaccine Confidence Resources 

Recognizing a Few of the Vaccine Preventable Diseases | American Academy of Pediatrics
Vaccine Conversation Starters for Autistic Individuals and Providers | Autism Society

Vaccination Community Learning Program | Vaccinate Your Family
Rise to Immunize Campaign Resources for Providers | American Medical Group Association
Just the Facts Newsletter | Voices For Vaccines

Adult Immunization Resources 

Lower Risk of Dementia with AS01-Adjuvanted Vaccination Against Shingles and Respiratory Syncytial Virus
Infections | NPJ Vaccines
Adult Vaccination: Now Is the Time to Realize an Unfulfilled Potential | PMC
Adult Vaccine Coadministration Is Safe, Effective, and Acceptable: Results of a Survey of the Literature | PMC

Contact Us
For general concerns and questions, please call our main line at 888-646-6864.
Vaccines for Children (VFC)

Email: ra-paVFC@pa.gov
Adolescent & Adult Vaccines

Email: ra-dhimmunize@pa.gov
Mpox Vaccine

Email: ra-dhmpox_vax@pa.gov
PIERS

General inquiries :
Email: ra-dhpierssupport@pa.gov 

PIERS account and login issues: 
Email: ra-dhpiersuseracct@pa.gov

Bureau of Immunizations 
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